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irs. Daie'S Inopportunity.

A. TRUE STORY.

(By Elizabeth Preston Allan.)

It was a blue Monday at the zlade-Spring
Manse; one of the bluest. The preanner felt

.stiff and sore in mind and body and in
spirit. Rlegulariy once a week lie f eit that
bis work was ail in vain; and that it would
be better to be hoeing corn; and tien the
tired body; and mind and spirit rallied, and
on Tuesday he thanked God and took cour-
age, or perhaps -lie took courage to thank
God.

But in addition te Mt. Dal's sore mus,
cles, bis wife had a nervous headache, and
could not lift herseif up to brighten the
Monday sky, as she was apt ta do, by pro-
ducing a new book, borrowed for the occa-
sion, O'r by suggesting some liind of picnic
suited to the parson's taste. l 'or. Mrs. Dale
insisted that the Fourth'Dommandment re-
quired a seventh rest day, and since her
good man worked on Sunday, he must, as a
gool Christian, rest on Monday.

Moreover, it was raining hard to-day,
with the dreariness of November, and the
hopeless chill of approaching winter; every-
body felt'depressed; the cook in the kitchen,
over ber bread that ·was refractory; the
children, .missing the mothering that usu-
ally sweetened life; and most of aU, the
îreacher himself.

And·then the door-bell rang. Mrs. Dale
lifted her aching head to listen; but eiglit-
year-old Roger did not leave herlong in
doubt: 'A book-agent, mamna,' he said,
coming back from the study, with an amus-
Ing imitation of the despair a book-agent
generally awakens.

'Did ho come in, Roger?'
'O, of course he came in. Papa took

him right to the tire and dried him off; he
-a was wet as everything.'

-alf an hour went by, and not a sound
from the study. Mrs. Dale turned rest*ess-
ly on her pillow and sighed. Some one had
lent her 'Seats of the Mighty,' and she had
hoped to have her rnorning enlivened by the
tonte of this fine historical romance: how
icould a book-agent thlnk - Ah, there was
the study door!- - But -only the preacher
crossed the hall,·and softly opened bis wife's
door. He caihe nin -with a flush of pleasure
on his handsome face, and a great light in
the deep-set grey eyes.

'Wife,' he said, with a boyish ring in his
voice, 'I have come ta ask a favor of you.
I know things are upside down with us just
now, but I want you to let me keep this .ad
wlth us a few days.'

'The book-agent, Jdhi?'
'Yes, poor fellow, he isn't any book-agent

ta hurt; be-'is just, a homesick, heartsick,
discouraged boy,who -Set dutwith high hopes
of earning som~e~inoney for a college course,
and who bas lost money instéad, and is mis-
erable. I am ' sure- I know a' thing or- 'two
that- will help him, ·if I. can keep him by me
a whilae; in fact, Isabel, I want very much -tO
keep him; I look upon him as an opportun-
ity.'

It was as well, perhaps, that our country
parzon did not recognize the adorIng admira-
tion that shone upon him from the white
face on the pillow; what he did not miss,
was the sweet mirth of bis wife's answer.

'Of course you shall have your book-agent,
Jobn-as If you needed to ask leave! Dut
you will have ta let me say that I look
upon him to-day as an inopportunity.'

The .preacher went back to bis study
laugbing, and Mrs. DaI felt that the book-
agent had after. all proved a better tonc
than the story of Queben. -All day long she
heard the cheerful. sounds of entertainment
going on. Interspersed with visite to 'the
éellar for apples, and 'to the woodshed for
nits After- the. early dinner-tbere was .a
good supply of.Sunday'S extrias left ver
Mr. Dale took his young guest ont visiting
in his tighit little buggy, 'r'gardles•of the
ra n. ' - , é' - , _ '

The wife was on the sitting-room couch
ý_-e-awhen they gqt back,.and her, gentle, bright
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welcoine, went staright to the desolate
boy's heart. Ie felt.a bost boyish desire to
have a good cry when she took lis band and
said how nice it was to have him at the
Manse.

Well," it' rained and rained, and all those
wet days Mr. Dalm held on ~to bis guPest,
thcugh he was too busy now for much enter-
tainment.

On Thursday morning the sun - shone
brighitly on a drenched world, and our young
book-agent left the manse, refreshed in mind
and body, with a new hope and courage, and
an undying bellef in the loving kindness of
Christian people. A letter or two' passed
betwee-n him and bis entertainers, at inter-
vals, and then they lost sight of him for
long ycars,

Dut one day at a meeting of Synod, Mr.'
Dale-no longer the bandsome young man
you saw that rainy Monday-brought up 'a
stranger- to speak to his wife; he had
preached the night before, but she had fail-
cd to catch his name; and what a strange
introduction it was: 'Isabella,' said ber hus-.
band, 'did you ever see this gentleman be-
fore?' This was your Inopportunity,. my
dear!'
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ATTRACTIVE CLUBS
To Individul Addresses.

Combinat ion Club -No. f1.

The •Daily Witnass,' one year.......... $3.00
The 'Northern Messengar' one year......... 30
'Sea, Foresi and Prairie,' Tales by Ycung

Canadians, cloth, binding .............. 50
Reprinted Stories,'. for young people....... 25

la His Steps,' Sheldon's Masterpiaci........ 10
•The Ram's Horn,' for one year............. 1.50

$5.65
Ail for $4.30..

- Comobinat.lon- Club -No. IJ.'

The Weekly Wilness' ona year............. $1.00
The 'Northern Messenger' one year........' 30
,ln His Steps' ................. 10

Sea, Forest and Prairie',................. 50
Reprinted Stories'........................ 25

'Tha Ram's Horn' one year................ 1.50

Useful Hints. A ' $2.65
Put 'sugar in the water used for basting

meats of ail kinds; it gives a good, flavor.

To give a fine flavor to corned beef' ash,
use good stock for moistening, with a pinch NORTHIRN MESSENGER
Of salt, sugar and cayenne. (A Welva Page Illustrated Weekly).

la taking down the stove, if any soot
should fall upon the carpet or rug, cover
quickly with dry sait before sweeping and One ycnrly' subseription, 30c.
not a mark will be left. Threer or mare copies, seParately address-

The stringy coat left on bananas after cd, 25c. each.
they are peeled should. be removed before Ten or more ta an Individuai addrcss, 20c;
eating. It Is this, like the white, pithy eah'
underskin of an orange, which is indiges- Ten or mare separately addresscd, 25c. pe'
tible. copy.

To those who study the niceties of detail
in the preparation of even a simple dish, it an addrmed tc MOntceal Oity, Grut Britain and Postal

.'trniOn countrie, 520 bostago Most, be aldoJ. for each copxr;
may be suggested that chocalate used as a Uited StatS and mada freo of p taïo. S Wa ange.
drink is much- improved if blended several c w be made for dolivezing package of 10 or more la
hours beforehand. It is better. even ta Montro:L Sub-cribers residing in tUnîted States cau remiL
break the unsweetened .chocolate into an by Post OlSco Moncy Order on nonses Point, .Y. or Expreu
earthen bowl the night before, adding ,cold Monny Onler payable i Montroat.

water and covering closely. In this way
the flavor of the chocolate is best extracted.

Save every bone, whether beef, mutton,
,voal, poultry or game, as woll as all juices JontreaS.
in the meàt dishles, fox>the stock pot. Into
this stotehouse af'weaith, for such the stock
.pot, is, go'the tough -ends: tram the rib rZ 'NRTHERN MESrNGEl' la prinf.d and publlohod
roasts,, -which would only become tasteless CIr>veck attho 'tvltuess fluuldng, nt thocornerof Orait

and dry if roasted; als. the fat ends cut and St. Peter etroots, i tho city.'of montreal, by John»

from mutton chps, 'the ' bone left froin Podeath Dougàll.'of Montroal.

sirloin steak, and:the. carcasses.from eithér - .U builieu communicationa &houi be atidremi 'John

poultry or .game, as *ell as. the ýbo.ne&ffrom,* Dooall » Son, and ail lettcrs to tho editor ehoulil 1o

the roasting plcces., * a ddzti,.d Editor of tho 'N'ortiiero beon.Og.'
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A TRIBUTE FROM TORONTO.
"A Tower of Strength.'

The Methodist young city which for over fifty
people's pape'Onward' years hs been a moral
s a y s: - " N o - crusader, a
where,we think, r IN1STRS champion of re-
is there a press MOST VÂLUPD RELPS.' form;Atthe sac-
of higher moral * PÂ&Â,zE, dut. rifice of mucli

1iihto add my humble
t one thàn that !eteirny to the value of the m oney it , Ms

tone thf thatos

of our beloved c o stood true to its
country. Itps. ehouldbc o ery home' highi principle,
s esseswethink, Rn. W. J. dROTHES. and stands fou-
the unique dis- A square, a tower
tinction of having a lead- ofstrength, againstalthe
ing journal iiiits Iargest winds thatblowhe causofrd.,

Oitt this our aid enclose i ta cxt letter ou write,
m- 'htiad î! to the first fricnd îjot -rnect-«ddiiu.s if eor
will, a litil' iro of Your own for thecitpeon fr


