CANADIAN MILITARY REVIEW,

{¥xpruanz, ler,

Will we ha\;e an Arscunal.

Among tho most importent cvents in connection with the
militia, and oot only tho milit.a but the whole coun’ry, which
occurred during the past yeor, was tho sucoussful conversion of
« smooth bore pun s a rifled gua on the Palliser systam, by
Messrs, Guibert and Sons. Canadu Engine Works, Montreal,
Tue gun, a 32 pr. of 56 ¢wi bang furnished by the Govern-
aent, and too expenso of conversion borue by Sir Willam
Palliser, Tae proof took place in the presence of Licut.-Col.
‘the Hooble L. R. Masson, Mnistex of M.litia, who expressed
himself eatisfied with the manner 1y which the gun stood the
heavy test to which it was subjected, the last: round—of uid.

recedonted severity—baing eomyosed of a chargoe of 24 lbs,
cbble powdar aud a 64 pr. common shell.

The establictument of the Royal Arscnal at Woolwich, may
bo said to have been commenced by .o sinmfar event, in the latter
caso, however, it was not quite so sucozsstul, as during the pro-
occss of casting a bronzs gun the metal flew and killed 17 of the
spectators, busides wounding the first Colonel of the Royal
Artiligry in four places. _ .

Wili the test on St. Helen's Island be followed by the estab-
lisbment, on however small a scale, of an arsenal in Canada for
the manufacture of the supplics needed for the defenca of the
country.

It has boen said that Canada can rely on England for supplies
vthen required, and doubtless the mother country would be in
sore need herself when she would turn her back on her oldest
daughter, but thero are other considerations which might inter-
fere sadly with England's willingness and which are beyond the
power of man to control. Relying on CGreat Br.tawm, means
baving a base of supplies at a distance of about 2500 nules from
our Eastern boundary and about 6000-miles from our Western
aud least protected coast, the point most liable to be nssailed
{row the sca, and which was seriously threatened when war was
probable with -Russia. It may be urged. that this distance can

be traversed in eight or at the most ten days, by tho fast]

stamers now plying betweon. Eagland and Canada, but it must
be borue o mind that the sca is, at all tines, a very uncertamn
clement and not always to b: depeunded on, the record of wreoks
along our-cozsts is something terrible to contemplate ; delayson
aocount-of fog-are-of frequent ocoarrence; -or a-fast.steaminyg
csuiser might possibly intereapt the vessel containing the stores
wost serionsly required; the non-arrival of a stcawer, laden
with ammumtion, might cost the loss of many important posi-
t.uns, possibly the whole country. Canada hiashitherto seemed
aslecp with regard to the necessity of preparing for her defeace ;
there are, unfortunately, too many who say the best defence for
Cunada i3 no-defence—what would a merchant say if one were
to tl him that the best way of keeping thieves out of his ware-
house at night, would be to leave the door open—foremost
umong these are those who when the town is quict say * the
polico ure sufficient to protecetus; "' “ the money spent on milit:a
purposes annuelly is worse than thrown away; ™ eto., butlet 40
or 90 anyry laborers, out on strike, parade the streets, and they
are the first to cry for military protection,

The time has arrived, bowever, when Cavada -should look
around. and prepare at homei, the matériel neecssary for her own
defenco; the sxist:ng store, for even the present obsolite arma-
ment, being nearly exbaasted. That its manufactare here
wonld.prove advantageous to the country.is beyond the shadow
of u doubt. In the
the cost of transport, at least, being saved; secondly the money
required for its purchase would bokept in the country; thirdly,
not the least of the many arguments which might be adduded
in its favor, it would afford work to miany icﬁe and may-be
starving arti sers. .

A considerable supply of small srm ammaunition is. required
annually, and much more would be expended, on repayment by
our voluoteers, if it could be purchased at a cheaper rate from
the Government; that the quastity expended %3 nog thrown away
iz shown by the fact.that the Uavadian-teswn ig able to hold-ita

| we have heard of practice having to be discontinued owing.to

first place, it. could be obtained cheaper,

own at Wimbledon, It has been found-that the gunpowder
cau by made 1o this country, why not try the msnutacture of
tho wholo cartridge, a good reason for which, exists in the fact,
that our milt.a 18 now armed with & weapon which has boen
withdrawn from the regular army, it haviog been replaced by
the Marsini-Henry, which requires a diffrent cartridge; tho
wanutacture of the ammunition for the riflo in our possession
(the Snider) will thereforo if' it has not already, shortly ceaso
in the Royal Arscual, Again thore are atmest only from 20
to 2 fiflud garrisen ﬂps in the Dominion and these are the
only onus-that could bo depended on if niccesmity arosoe for sheir
use, the others baving becn obsolete for years, and utterly unfit
to copo-with the guns which wight be brought egaivst us. It
nas been proved that these can%)o converted into geod service-
aEblss]mgpona at a reduced price, compared with shojr cost in
ngland, : :
. Che Thot and shell required for them can easily be made in
the country,
Cur supply of gun carriages cannot last for ever, wooden
carrizgges must :teriorato through use and effects of climate

the carniae falling to picces when the gun was fired—a gun
would ot bo of much service if this ocourred-in action, and the
detachment bad to wait ubtil a second carriage was received
from England te replaco it.

Some one is credited with saying ¢ trust in God but keep you
Powdcr dry,” it is just as well for Cannda to have faithin Eng
and, but at the same time to be able to supply herself with thef
art.cles required for her defenco in time of war; the best wa
to accomplieh this is o cultivate their manufacture in time off
peace : tuat.this should bo carried ont under Government cong
trol and under suficicut military protection is self-evident.  §

e e . v
Cavalry. _

. The Qifficultics with which the cavalry asm of the Canzdiag
Militia has always had to contend, makes it only the more wonl
derful that = sufficient nnmber of enthusiast.c officcrs have beed
found, among s people not over famous for horsemanship, 1M
amainta.m sucli a réallyrespectable body of irregulars, as is reprel§
?nwd by- the. 40 troope of cavalry, belonging to -the activgl
orce. , . . .
These troops in round numbers amount to some 150 officergl
and 1800 N. C. officers and men; of whom abeut two thirdg
were allowed to perform Jast year, the annual twelve days dril§
and the total cost thereforo of this portion of the militia-may Wi
estimated at $30,000 annually. ' :
Now the very first question that enters the mind of a soldigg
«: whether this small body of mounted men, shovld not by
mads as efficient a8 possible? and whether it would not be regg
economy in the lovg run, to do s0? while on the other hand, tHl
first question which presents itself to the mind of the economisgy
is: whether this greater efficiency asd more thorengh militarjd
bearing, docs not mean, an enormously increased.expenditurcl
which the finauces of the country cannot afford, and the remot§
ucss of danger do not warrant, . _
If then we can show how this respectable little force—equl
in number to the British cavalty sent to the Crimea—can i3
made fanly cfficient, and that too, at such & modest sum ¥
comparison to the.advantages gained ; hesitation to adopt t4%
suzestions, will be difficult. C K
All that 18 really. necescary at present, in the opinion of mangie

is to open two small cavalry schools of instruction, in conncetd8
with ¢ A" and B """Batteries, with a sufficient number of mel
to form a squad, under a_competent cavalry officer instriictdd
who can lecture upon, and teach:the higl~r-branches of .cavalfill
work, as well as riding school drill. Shunld tho number 88
thoso attcnding.for a ehort course of six wecks or throe monif
be limited, to say 12 at & time; by the end of cach year fivj
48 t596 men could pass through each-school, 8ud the expengh

including borses would be kes than $7000 peravoup, whilo




