
1. A continuous commmunion with God the riather and with
Jesus Christ.

2. A continuous sense of unity, fellowship, with the Chris-
tian brotherhood.

3. A continuous sense of freedom from sin through the
atonement.

4. An unmnistakable discernment of moral truth and duty.
.. A full assurance of hope, boldness in the day oie judgment,

the absence of ail fear.
6. A full and abiding apprehension of God's love. -God is

love, and he that dwelleth in love dwclleth -in God, and God in
him.",

This high state of experience is its own attestation: <'Ho
that believeth hath the witness in Iiimself."

But while St. John dwells so largely upon the distinct experi-
ence of this hbgcher state, he too, like Paul, speaks largely of
its moral resuits in the character and life. He that is thus " born
of God doth Dot commit si." He is full of lovingr compas-
sion to his brethren. le is freed from the love of the world as
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of lifé,
and espeeially from the spirit of hatred. Hie kceps God's com-
ma.ndments and does not find them, grievous.

But St. John goes even further, and secs in this spirit of per-
fect love, a guide in matters of Christian doctrine, concerning
which he says, «'Ye have an unction from the Holy Ghost and
yu kznow ail tliingts." This passage is evidently related to the
promises contained in St. John's Gospel concerning the gift and
gutidance of the Comforter: '«fHe shail gunide you into al
truth, etc. Ther b las beeni a disposition to taketes roie
in a purely iupernatural way as a direct magical communica-

-tion of ail knowledge, or, at lcast, of ail needcd knowledgre.
This idea appeared in the early days amionr ie Montanists, and
it lias rcappearcd in ahnost cvery century since. St. John is
indeed a inystie, a profound ni-,ti c~, as we have seen, hok('ing up
to via-w the pure, distinct> mnuer consciousness, the experience of
religion as we phrase it, as no other New Testament writer has
donc, and even distinguishingr its Iighrer and perfect form, from
all lower formas But we have already seen with what strong

Perfect Love.1889.]


