
Th1e Thonsanul Island.27

The ear]y bistory of the place 13 almost entirely lost, inso-
miucl' thiat it is stipposed by some to, be the ruin of old Fort
FrolntennC. It was, so far as existing data go to prove, coui-
n'ided by the French about the year 1760, then fell into the
Iiandls of the Engilish, with the French possessions, and was
finally captured during the war of 1812 by a paaty of Americans
Under commanid of one Ilubbard, an' ex-1,.evolutionary soldier,

Swhjo flbund this once large and important fortresa under the
ilmrediate commnand of' two women and three învaîids ; an
icha,,bod of forts, its glory had departed from it. The wvomen
ï1 a invalids were vigoronsly îtttacked, and, after a slight resist-
ance they capitulated ; the poor old fort, as if to accelerate its
already progressing ruin, was lired, and the Americans, with

Jeir prisoners, retired to the mainland, where they ýwere received
vith salutes, cheers, and thie music, of the Cape Vincent band,-
onee fife and a drumn.

Withloit doubt, the place was once of considerable importance.
The fortress bas been built ini the inost elaborate mar'ner, after
thle systern of Vau~ban, and exhihits a skill of the very highest
order in the art of constructing defeuces. The fortifications in
the rear are semicireular in form ; the trench, four feet di-ep and
twenty broad, is eut through the solid Trenton limestone, the
glacis, w'hicl is approached by a graduai elevation, being con-
structed of the same inaterial to the height of four feet Directly
on the river-front, it is naturally impregnable, and at the pre-
cipitous side was probably defended nierely by a stockade.

On the ighylt of May 28, 1838, the notorlous ', Bill Johnston,"
vith haif a huîîdred fellow-iuffians, in alleged retaliation for the
buiming of the " Caroline" on the Niagara, captured the steamer

Sir Robert Peel,'- at Wells Island, on the St. La.wrence. The
passengers were driven ashore in a stormy night, and the steamer,
oue of the finest on the river, wvas pillaged and set on lire.
~Johniston and his gang eluded pursuit axnid the ]abyrinth of the
Thousaid Islands, and, on the 7th of June, Ianded on Amherst
Jslaind, near Kingston), anîd plundered several farre-houses. A
colupany of British soldliers and sailors scoured the Thousand
13ands, and dispea'sed t1)e pirate crew.*
In the early sprinrr, -when the shallows of Eel B3ay or other

Witlirow's History of Canada, 8vo Z.tion, chap. xxix., p. 387.
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