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condition. Co ntemplating tlîe thingit, vho, can look upon tiis tiventy-tldrd
ohaptc'r withi conipiaconcy i If it liad nrt been theré, wvolld tho Church.
of '-'cotl.nnd have submitted to the wicked and revoliitionary net of Q,î"en,
Anne anent patronage? WVnulcl the fends of ti3rglher aud Anti*Burglier
Noiw Light and Old Liklit, Camoronian or Cnvenannter ever hai*o .liRfiglurcd the
page of our proteetant Chiureli liistory 1 Wnuld( %va have hind to wngo thant foerce
nadrlentess savon ye,,rs4 cunltrovcorsy on the volîintary question, the Nvounds
of %vhich aro flot yet hienlod? Wuid %vo now, but for th' inisheb(gotton dmnp-
ter, have had the Ilton years conflict," with iL9 final explosion of '43 Vo lamont 1
Or, would tle Scotch presh;yterian fiunily ho feurtc anta this day jute threc
hostile campe, eachi conflicting with the other both, nt home aud abroad 1 No, wo
boliove tlhtt theso thin gs Nvould havo hl no existence if thîis unfortunata Article
hand nover becs hatchod ini thc îioluniical brain of th a scven tcon th con tury. Tîis is
tIe root cf bilterness, whlnse branches have eust a dendly night sîndeo ver the
Ohurches, and which refusge to bc torn up or cut dowin, tlint a clearance mnay be
cffected for tho growvtli of thc peaccablo fruits of righiteousness. Porliaps somo of
our res;pectecd rendors Nvili bc thinking, if no alir t1int %vc arc writing rank bnas-
phenly againsittIc timc-henored and im maculate c Westminster Standards; and iill
tell us that thrse roverend and rot crùd S) nibols slîould meet witli more politcacas
and respect at tbe hands of tic Canadian Prcsbytcr. But, aslcing pardon of any
tender Presbylerian whoso feelings ive mnay bave hurt, lot us say iu defenco that
ire have onîy becs expreasing those feelings wlîich a quiet and phiosophie medi-
talion on the causes cf things ceclesiastical haveoengendored.

We are net, let it boobservod, saying anythiing good orbad of thechapter itseif,
but are only noting that it lias beau tIe occasion, if net the cause, of a world cf mis-
chief in this our preshyterian Churchi. 0f course vre wili net dispute iill those
-who, learned in the dry-as-dust histories of the past tbreehundred ycars, %wiIl tell us
that thiere are other causes froin whih the evils dcplorcd have sprung. Granting
much, if not ail, that lhey may say, we must still asscrt that this article of the
Church't; faith anent civil (iovcrnmenls and her relatiun to, thui lbas becs the
fruitful cause cf nine-îeîîtlis cf the internai, if net aIse, of tbe external calamities
Nvilh which sIe h~a; been afflicted. '%Ve migîht illustrate this point by a long
array cf historical facts, but we deeni il sufficient Vo cmii thie attention of the
thoughtful and intelligent te it, tînt thîey may suck from il sudh lessons cf wis-
dom as the present limes, demand.

Muci, it is truc, may be said in defence cf this iînperial chaplor. Il may, fo'
exaniple, be alleged that the Churdli is bound te teïtify fer the supremacy cf
Christ iii the gevernmcnts cf the werd-that the duty cf the civil magistrale is
a doctrine cf seriplure andi as such shîould ho inscribed in 1cr sacrcd synibols,-
that the Church as tle leadeir cf the werld, shîculd, among ether things, testify
whant the King cf kings requiroîl at the lands cf tIe State ;-that while the
Olurch should according te ils statutes submit lierseif as part cf the civil sociely
loe l "powcrs tînt bc, "rendering unIe Coesar tIc thiugs tint arc Oesar's," yet
she should on thc cther band distinctl- declare 'what the ivorld or lie State
sheuld de for and on behiaif cf tlie Ciurcli or tie truc religion. AIl tiiese state-
ments appear perfectly reasomiable. Ne christian man ivili in tic abstract take
any exception to them. Again il may 'bc urgcd in defence, thnt the protestant
Chureles have aIl, more or Ions, credenda ccncorining tic duties cf tie civil magis
traIe, and that the fathers cf Westminster ir. tis,as in most ether matters, foliowcd
the example cf tie ancients sud'acled iii harmeuywith the universal protestant con-

sdiunnns f le age in which thoy livcd. ]iid ive been in Ileir place ire
should probabiy have joined jr. their labours, and acquiosced ini their canlons anid
de creos's. s ,Aill th is i s t r uo.


