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sion, sometimes vehement, and in-
volved enough for a county or pro-
vincial legislative body, the amount
to be assessed on the section next
year is voted.

The free school course of study is
of a normal liength of twelve years,
eight of which are covered in the first
eight " grades," called " common '
school grades, and four in the ninth,
tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades,
called the " high " school grades. As
the twelfth year work is of university
grade, students from the high schools
generally enter the universities from
the eleventh grade, except in a few
non-university towns where there is a
strong staff of high school teachers.

A county academy is the high
school in each county which, in view
of its engagement to provide for and
admit free ail qualified students froin
the county, receives a special grant
called the academic grant, and is
either $500, $î,ooo, $r,0oo or $1,720
per annum, according to its equip-
ment and work done.

In 1893, the normal term of a
teacher's engagement in a section was
changed from six months to one year,
the Provincial Normal School, with
which the Provincial School of Agri-
culture is affiliated, was made a pure-
ly training or professional school, in-
cluding with its course of practice in
teaching, manual training in wood
work, physical, chemical and biolo-
gical experimentation, drawing, vocal
music, elocution, with a review and
amplification of previous high school
course, which the candidates must
have passed before admission. In
the same year the high school system
was organized into the form of a pro-
vincial university certificates known
respectively as tnose of grade D, C,
B, and A (classical) or A (scientific),
being granted by a Provincial Board
of Examiners on the courses respec-
tively of the ninth, tenth, eleventh
and twelfth years. A peculiarity of

these certificates is their containing
on the margin the value of each ex-
amination paper, so that they can be
used in lieu of the entrance examina-
tions of ail colleges or other institu-
tions, even those having the most
diverse standards, providing the cer-
tificate in point shows the percentage
mark on each particular subject re-
,uired by the institution in point.
Thus has been solved the problern of
the affiliation of the public school
system with ail the different colleges
and organizations in the province re-
quiring a scholarship test for admis-
sion.

THE RELIGIOUS DIFFICULTY.

While the course of study makes
instruction in " moral and patriotic
duties" and "hygiene and temper-
ance " imperative on every teacher,
and while the " Compulsory AttLnd-
ance " clauses of the law require the
attendance of pupils from seven to
twelve years of age in the rural sec-
tions adopting thern, and from six to
thirteen years of age in the incorpor-
ated towns adopting them, there has
never been any serious difficulty wi-h
respect to religious instruction. AI-
though not referred to in the Course
of Study, a regulation of the Council
of Public Instruction assumes that
" devotional exercises " may be con-
ducted in any school so long as no
parent or guardian objects thereto in
writing. If the objection be made,
the exercises may be so modified as to
give no offence within regular school
hours. But if no such modification
can be made, the exercises may be
held immediately before the opening
of the secular work of the school, or
after its close. The trustees, who
may well be assumed to understand
the local conditions of their section,
have therefore, under the law, very
large powers for regulating such ex-
ercises where the people wish them
limited, first by the provision that no


