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method is sometimes practised of separating lthe
seed, called rippling ; it is done by drawing lte
flax through upright pieces of iron or steel iade
taper atd quite pointed, and fixed firmly into a
thick plank, and placed su as to forn a knîd of
conb, through which the bools cannot pass ; the
flax is drawn throntgh and the heads fall off and
are alterwards beaten and rubbed until the seed
is separated. I think, where convenient, a com-
mon thresiing nachine would antswer lins pur-
pose of tiresiniîg tIte boolb very well ; lte chaff,
after the seed is separated, should be taken care
of ; il is, when properly prepared, said to be
better feed than thin oats; it makes excellent
food for milch covs, when scalded, with a little
bran and cul hay, or chaff. The threshintg being
donc, the straw cati be stacked away for future
use, and if kept dry, it is said to improve by
being kept over for one or two seasons. There
is one word of advice I would sugg2est, and that
is, to take care that your threshing floor be tighi,
or the seed will find its way throuh, Ukc file
sand throngli the hour-glass.-And iow, sir, this
brings me to the subject of IHemp-in whicih
I have had but very little experience--having
grown but little mtyselfatnd seen very little grown.
The only crop I iad any opportutnity of olservintg,
vas grown on itpland and contrary to the common

opinion, that it must be grownt on alltvial soil.

,It was sownt broadcast, and, viile younug, Iept
clean by hoeing, and thitnned ont to about 15
inches apart; the plant soon takes possession of
the ground and keeps down everything else.-
.As soon as the male plants were sutliciently
mature, they were pulled, the seed-buring plants
being left until the seed was suliiciently ripe; it
vas then pulled and laid downî for 2 or 3 days,

then placed into stooks like corn, atdîi wheti per-
fectly dry, was taken to the barn tu be threshied ;
care shuuldt be taken, or much seed vill be lost
by shedding. The male plants may be known
by their yellov color, the fading of the flowers and
ite yellow dust which flics off in great profusion

wMhen shaken. The sced sownr was about 14
bushels per acre. With. regard to the prepara-
tion of the soil, it is essentiailly the same as for
flax; it should be made fine by repeated ,ough-
ing and tillage, and if not r.ich must bu made so
-and the richer, te more plants it wil sustain,
consequently more seed shottld be sown. Mr.
Clay, of Kentucky, in an Essay on Ilemp, says
tat the soil should bu as carefully prepared as

for flax. This too ofien neglected point cannot
be attended to too much. Ilemp is iot so hardy
a plant as flax, it siould not bu sown so early-
as it vill not bear frost; the middle of May vill
bu soon enou h; the best time is, if possible,
just before a sÎiover. The landshould be rolled,
and if the seed could bu drilled, I thiink it would
bu an improvement, and with this I must conclude
the subject of Ilemp. It would bu easy to en1-
morate other methods of cultivation of flax. 'out
in a mecin- lke this, composed of farmers, each
one may ýe snpposed o know something
appertaining to ils culture, and some, I have iO
doubt, do inow much more of it than mysel f. Be-
fore I conclude, I beg leave to remiark that the
increased denand for beef and mutton, lias a par-

ticular bearing on the rotation I advocate ; by it
a great amoun~1 of food w'ill be obtained. Il may
be the present prices for butcher's meat will be
naintained, and although the Canadian farmer

can neither grow turnips nor use thein as the
British fairmer can-our long and cold winters
prevent that,-yet they vill be useful as an
auxiliaty. Catle waUt soimletlng of a warmer
and less watery nature, and we can supply that
by the Indian corn and theflax seed, or exchange
Our flax seed for oil-cake, and a combination of
these, with roots, will surely be a fattening food,
and very largely increase the quality as well as
the quantity of thle farmer'i best " friend, viz.,
his inanure hcap. Wien the farmer's object in
growing flax, is solely for the seed, lie sometimes
practiess what is technically called ''stealing a
crup ;" this is often done in the state of Ohio, by
sowin2 tlax secd with bar!ey, and, when at ma-
turit ,,-harvesting both together; and a writer in
the Norjolk Messenger, antid copied into the
Agriculurist, recommenids soving flax seed with
oats. But, sir, I do iot approve of sowing flax
seed with a grain crop, ai least in this part of
Canada, ny greatest objection being lthe impos-
sibility of usinîg the straw as we now do, it would
only be usefnl for bedding of horses or hogs;
but if lie 4isies to do sometihinir in that i "pilfer-
ing " way, I would advise hin to get a piece of
rieh land, or made so, gnd sow carrots as early
as possible, in rovs about 28 incihes apart, then
sowv flax seed broadcast over the whole and
lightly roll it ; the flax will come off in July and
the carrots should be cleaned out and cultivated
betveen the rows, and if the veather is seasona-
ble lie vill find his carrots (o well and come off
the latter end of October. Flax, in Flanders, is
generally followed by a crop of white tuinips the
same year, the ground having a dressing of
liqnid manure given it.

N.B.-The amount of produce per acre is so
connected with the preparation of the libre, that
I beg to leave that part of the question untouched
at present. I trust some one, better qualified, will
introduce the subject at an early day.

( 0 111ill 1111ica t iu1.

STAMFORD, C. W., Sept. 24, 1854.
To G. BUCKLAND, ESQ.

In the present number of the Canadian Agri-
culturist are sone extracts from the :Rev. Mr.
Snith's pamphlet, i. which lie details his plan
of growing each succeeding year a crop of wheat
on the same land,-a great improvement on
Tull,-who succeeded in raising sixteen bushels
on one acre of land, one-fiftli part of which only
vas in crop. Mr. Smith equally (livides his

half crop, liaf fallow, from which ialf his aver-
age yield is 34 bushels. Now, sir, I have been
ti iking if the Canadian farmer, who bas allowed
the pigeon weed or Canada thistle to cal out his
crop, even after a summer fallotv, was to adopt
the system so successfully carried out at Low


