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this vital point I must of course rc-lé' on testimo-
oy, and M, Clausen’s is as follows

He eays the flax-straw, or the ripe dry plant
as it comes {rom the field, with the seed tuken
off. may be grown even here for 810 per ton, but
he will concede its cost for the present to be 315
per ton, delivered, as it is necessary that liberal
inducements shall be given for its extensive cul-
tivation. Six tons of the straw or flax in the
bundle will yicld one tou of dressed and clean
fibre, the cost of dressing which by his method
go as to make it Flax-Cotton, is $35 per ton.—
(Our superior Western machinery ought consid-
erably *o reduce this) The total cost of the
Flax-Cotton will be $125 per ton, or 6 conts per
pound, while Flax as it comes from the field is
worth §15 per ton; should this come down to
£10 per ton the cost of the fihre will be reduced
10 §4Y5 per ton, or less than five cents per pound.
At that rate, good  field hiands’ must be of ruther
slow sale tor Cotton planting, at $1000 each, or
even 8700,

Is there any doubt that Flas-straw may be
prefitably grown in the United Stat:s for 815 or
even §10 per ton. Consider that it has been ex-
tensively grown for years, even in ourown Stute
for the seed only, the straw being thrown out to
rot and being a positive nuisance to the grower.
Now the seed is morally certain to command,
for two or three years at least, a higher price
than hitherto becuuse of the increased growth
and extended use of the fibre. Let no farmer
who has Flax growing be tempted to sell the
seed by contract or otherwise tor the present; let
none be given over to the tender mercies of oil-
mids. We shall need all that is grown this year
for sowing next Spring, and it is morally certain
to bear high price even this Fall. The saga-
cious should caution their less watchiul neighbor
cn this point.I shall be dissppointed if a bushel
of’ Flax-seed be not worth more than two bush-
els of Wheat in most purts of our Country next
May.

Our ensving Agricultural Fairs, State and lo-
eal, should be improved for the diftusion ofknow-
ledge and the attainment of coucert and mutual
understanding with regard to the flax culture.—
For the present at any rate. {few farmers can
aftord or will choose to incur the expense ot the
heavy machinery fequired to brenk and roughly
dress their flux so as 10 divest it of four-fifths of
its bulk, and leave the fibre in a state tor easy
transportation to the central pointsat which flax
eotton machinery may be put in operaticn. It
the flax straw has to be hauled. filty or sixty
miles over country roads to find a purchaser or
breaking machine, the cost of such transportation
will nearly eat up the proceeds. Il the farmers
of any township can be assured beforehand that
suitable machinery wijl next summer be put up
within a few miles of them and a market there
created for their flax, its grawth will be greatly
extended. And it intellizent. energetic. respon-
sible men will pow turn their thoughis toward
the procuring and setting up of the best fax-

breaking machinery (not for fully dressing but
merely for separating the fibre from the bulk of
the woody substance it incloses) they may pro-
ceed to make contracts twith their neighbo ing
farmers tor flax-straw to be delivered in the au-

tumn of next year on terms highly advantageous
to both parties. The flax thus roughly dressed
may be transported even a humdred miles tomar-
ket ut a moderate cost, and there can be no rea-
sonable doubt of its commanding a good price.—
M. Clauvsgen assures me that he would now buy
and profitably almost any quantity of such flax if
it were to be had. The ouly reason, he says,
why there are not now any number of spindles
and looms running on flax-cotton is the want of
raw material. (His patentis hardly yet three
monts old.) Taking dressed and hatcheled flux.
worth seven to nine cents per pound, and trans-

torming itinto flax cotton while cotton is no high-
er than at present it would pot pay.

Of course there will be disappointments, mis-
mistakes, unforeseen difficulties. disasters, in flug
growing and the consequent fabricutions here-
alteras heretofore. I do not presume thatevery
man who now rushes into flax will muke his for-
tune ; I presume many will incur losses. 1 counsel
and urge the fullestinguiry, the most careful cal-
culations preliminary to any decisive action. But
that such inquiry will lead to very extensive flux-
sowing next year,—to the erection of flax-breck-
ing machinery at a thousand points where none
such have ever yet existed—and ultimately to the
firm establishment of new and most important
branches of industry, Icannnt doubt. Ourown
country is better situated than any other to take
the lead in flax-business: her abundance of cheap.
fertile soil, and cheap seed. the intelhigence of her
producers, the general diffusion of water and
steam power, and our present superiority in flax-
breaking machinery, ell point to this result. It
will be unfortunate alike to our credit and cur
prosperity if we indolently or heedlessly suffer
other nations to take thelead init.

P. 8§ M. Claussen hasalso a Cireular Lioorn
in the Exhibition, wherein bagging, hoisery, &-.,
may be woven without a seam or anything like
one. This loom may be operated by a very ligi:t
hond power, (ol course steam, or water is cheiap-
er.) and does work rapidly and faultessly. Imen-
tioned this only as a proof of hisinventive genius,
and to corroborate the favourable impression
he madeon me. I have secen notling more in-
aenious in the immense department devoted to
British machinery than this loom.

I understand that overtures have been made to
M. Claussen for the purchaseof his American
pateat but as yrt without defined result.  This,
however, is not material. Whether the pn-
tent i3 sold or held. there will next year be par-
ties ready to buy roughly dressed flax to work
up under it. and it is prepararion to grow such
flax that T am urging. I believe nothingmore,
important or more auspicious to our farming i
terests has occurred for years th.n this discov-
ery by M. Ciaussen. He made it in Brazil while
engaged in the growtl of couton, It will notsu-



