
TRANSACTIONS OF TE

brown apple seed, one small seed of a tree,
picked up, perhaps, by a sparrow for her little
oues, the stmiallest sted of a poppy or a blue
bell, or een one of thc seeds that are sa small
that thcy float about in the air invisible to our
eyes: Ah ! there is a walld of martels and
brilliant be uties hidden in each of the tny
Eeed2. Consider their immense numb.r, the
perfect separation of the d.ffrent kinds, their
p)wer of life anid resurrectiou, aad their wonder-
ful fruit fulness 1

Consider first 'their number. About a hun.
dred and fifty yeaas ago, the celebrated Linrnmols
who bas bcen called "I the father of hotany,"
reckoned about 8,000 different kinds of plants ;
and he then thought. that the whole number
existing could not much exceed 10 000. But a
hundred years after him, M. de Cando:le, of
Geuva, d1cscribe1 40,000 hinde of plants ; and
at a later period lie counted 60,000, then 80.000
and he supposed it possible that the number
might even anent to 100,000.

Well, let me ask you, have these 100,000
kinds of plants ever failed to bear the riglit
seed ? Have they ever deceived us ? Has a
seed of wheat ever yielded barlev, or a sred of
a poppy grown up ino % sua fliwer ? Hua a
sycamore tree ever sDrung from an ac,)ril, or a
beech tree fromx a chesnut ? A little bird may
carry away the small seed of a sycamore iv its
beak to feed its nestlings, and on the way nty
drop it on the grouud. The tiny seed miy
spring up and grov where it feli, unnoticed,
and sixty years after it mav become a magnifi-
cent tree, under which the flocks of the valleys
and their shepherds may rest in the shade.

Consider next the wonderful power of life and
resurrection bectowed on th, seeds of plants, so
that thev may b- preeerved from year to year,
and even from century to century.

Let a child put a few seeds in a drawer and
Ehut th 'm up, and sixty -ears afterwares, when
his iair is wlit and his step totterirg, let him
Take one of these seeds and sov it on the
ground, and soon after he will see it snring up
into new unfe, ad become a young, fresh and
beautifrl plant.

Mr. Jouanpet relatp's that in the year 1835,
sever il old Celtic tomabs were discovered near
Bergorac. Under the head of eaclh of the dead
bodies there was found a small equare stone or
brick, with a hole in it, contiiing a few seeds ;
which had ben placed th-re besidi the dead uy
the heathen friends who had buried them, per-
haps 1 500 or 1,700 years before. These seeds
were carelflly s iwn hy thxose who found them,
and what do you thiink was spen to spring up
from this dust of the dead !-beautial sun-
flowers, blue corn flbwers, and clover, bearing
blossom8 as bright and sweet as those which
are woven into wreaths by the merry children
now playing in our fields.

Some years ago a vase, hermetically scaled,

was found in a mummy pit in Egypt, b;
Englisi traveller, Wilkinson, wlio sent it t
Brtish Museum. The librarian there h
unfortunately broken it, discovered in iti
grains of wheat and one or two peas, o'd,
kled, and as hard as stone. The pens werel
ed caretully under glass on the 4th of
1844, and at thi- end of thirty days tIes
seeds were Eeen to spring up into new li
They had been buried prcbably about 3,000
ago, prhaps in the time of Moses, and had
all that long time, apparently dead, yet
living in the dust of the tomb.

Is not the springing of the seed an or.
of the resurrection of the dead ? Accordi
it is rnentioned by the Apostle Paul, in I
xv., where from tire springing of the seed,
plains the doctrine of the resurrection unt
-Gaussen

Tu HUMAN BODY.-When we have
some slight knowledge of the wondrous me
ism we namne the body, how multitudino
combined actions, how easily the disturbat
one will affect the healthy action of the rest
how recklessly we disregard the plainest
of health, wonder at a few men Laving succu
in the course of au intense intellectual life
at once, and a new wonder emerges-w
that any man can live 'his life, and retad
faculties in healthy activity. The very p
nance of the nervous systen implies a pre
ant act;iry, und this is liable to be stim

to excess by two potent temupters : amb
cager to jostle its way through energetic e
and fascination, which lies in intellectuall
the brooding storge of creation, the passi
persistence of research. These tempters
men into excess. Men who live much b
brain have seldom the courage toe pro
seldom the wisdom to be patient. Ia vai
significant words of warning become loude
louder; in vain the lead feels hot, the ea
full of noises, the heart fluttering and ther
the nights sleepless, the digeston miserabi
perfect, the temper irritable: these are na
warnings to desist, but they are disregar
tihe object of ambition lures the victim o
seduction of artistie creation, or of a trath
dancing like a will-o'-wisp, ircessantly
him ; he will not pause-at length he
pause, the excitenent has become a fere
flame that warms destroys him: madcsAs r
Sad this i, and would be infinitely sad if
were no lelp for it, if the very glory ard.
dor of the intellect were necessarily allied'
infirmity and ruin. But it is not so. Mer
not transgress nature's laws without fec
nature's penalties.

ENGLTSJI HoesES.-A writer in the
Revicw complains that the noble breedof
English horses is beconing ruined. Hess

Our country, once famed for the bet b


