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Copy of a letter addressed to the Inspector of Training Schools, by order of the

President of the Prirg Council, London, England,

DECIMALS.

Committee of CoukcH an Education, Council Office, Whitehall, Zlsl January, 1854.

II. M. Inspector ov Tbai3«ing Schools.

Rev. Sir:—I am directed by the Lord President, to bring under your notice
ihc fact, that there is a very strong feeling iu the country tJiat we should adopt a
system of decimals in our coinage, and in our weif^hts and measures.

The strongest objection urged against this change is that it would create
misappreheHsiim and mistrust in the minds of tho people.

The Lord President thinks you might with advantage, call the attention of
the principals of training schools, to the importance of thoroughly imbuing the
students under their charge with such a practical knowledge of decimals as will
enable llieut to disseminate the information needed to accompany such a change.

The Lord President thinks that this may bedonj by a special notice in your
Report, for the year 1853-4 ; by personal communicalion in the course of your
next circuit of inspection, and by introducing a few questions that bear upon the

subject, in the examination papers to be proposed in 1851.

I have, &c.,

R, R. W. LINGEN.

No. 4.

SAVING OP LABOUR BY DECIMAL ACCOUNTS,

FfonVi, The Britannia, a London Weekly Ncicxpaper, February 2-ilh, iSio,

That " the saving of labour is a saving of capital," is a self-evident axiom
;

and bjMhe decimal system of accounts an immense reduction of labour, and
consequently increase of capital, may at once be safely calculated upon. Al-
though the exact quantity of time that will be thus rescued from the present

tedious course of keeping accounts has been variously estimated, every calcu-

lation agrees that the quantity is great ; and in respect to the cheeking of accounts,

where a nearer approximation can be got at the amount of time carried to the

decimal art of computation, reaches at least ninety-five per cent. Here there is

at once a mental labour-saving system, to enhance the wealth of our country to

an inapi)reciable extent, and upon which no doubt whatever can for a moment
cloud the accepted impres>siou of its extraordinary powers and elFieiency. Like
all grand facts " its simplicity is its truth," and its benefits are as ready of access

to the merest tyro as to the erudite. Like all great gifts it will moreover take

eftlsct at the period when most needed. The increased and increasing circle of

our general commercial usefulness, and the mcreased and increasing rwlii of the

operations of individual banking, mercantile, and other extensive establivshinents,

call at once for the practical adoption of this system, and to such it will prove as a
new life, removing from the brain of its members an incubus of mental mechan-
ism, which ere long will be looked back upon as barbarous and absurd. At a
period too, when the greatest solicitude is being evinced by the far-seer into the

mercantile future, with the drain caused by emigration, and mayhap that arising

from long protracted war, this labour-saving system will amply compensate for

the scarcity of hands, while saving the increased capital which would be neces-

sary for its payment.
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