
122 Medlakahtila and le North Pacific Mission.

absence, and also that I still bore them on my heart. What should
it be ? After hours 6f consultation, they decided they w >uld.leave
the choice to me, and when I told them (what I had beforehand
determined upon) that my present would be a set of street lamps to
light up their village by night, their joy was unbounded. Their first
thought had a spiritual meaning. By day, God's house was a memor-
able object, visible both by vessels passing and repassing, and by all
canoes as strange Indians travelled abdut; but by night all was dark-
ness-now no longer so-as the bright light of the glorious Gospel,
had through God's mercy and love shined in their dark, hearts, so
would all be reminded, by night as well as by day, of the marvellous
light shining in the hearts of many at Metlakahtla. When Duncan
first settled at Metlakahtla, even the Indians who came with him were
in such fear from the neighbouring tribes, that they begged him n»t
to have a fire burning at night or show a light in his house. The
svstem of murder was then so general, that whenever an enemy saw
a light he sneaked.up to it, and the death of the unsuspecting Indian
was generally the resuilt. Thus my selection was a happy one, and I
thanked God for it.

I fear the story of my visit to this interesting Mission will try the
patience of many of the readers. I would, therefore, affectionately
ask themh to consider it from my point of view, viz., God's providential
dealings with me from my first acquaintance with the Indians in
1853 to the present time. I claim no honour to myself nor to the
C. M. S., but for Christ-" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
unto Thy name give glory." Words cannot express My gratitude to
God for permitting me to see what I have seen of the power of the
Gospel of the Grace of God. He who healed the deaf and dumb
when upon earth still lives. When brought to Christ, the same
power still heals the spiritually deaf and dumb ; witness the great
chief Legaic-He made him to delight in listening to the same
Gospel which once he so opposed, ridiculed, and despised, to love the
man whose life he so often attempted, and to join with him in prayer
and praise ; and finally, at thePtime of his departure, to bear a glorious
testimony, that the sting of death had been removed, and he was safe
in the arms of Jesus.
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