
2 The Hydah Mission,

theirs also. I preached from the text, "Glory to God in
the highest." I am sure friends in England would have
been very pleased had they seen us all on Christmas and
New Year's days. To Mrs. Harrison and myself they were
days which we, shall ever remember, and they seemed so
calm and holy after the turmoil and trouble which we had
lately passed through, and we were greatly encouraged in
our work thereby.

On New Year's Eve I held a rmidnight service, which
was well attended, and truly it was a very solemn time. I -

preached from the text, "Lord, teach us o mber our
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. We
then sung, "lA few more years shall roll," which we ad
taught them for the occasion. At five minutes beforp
twelve I asked all to stand up and pray to God to forgive
their sins, and also to ask Him for grace to lead a new
life, and for power to grow in holiness. Every one, old
and young, stood up, and to all outward appearance
engaged in silent prayer. When the clock had struck
twelve, I wished themaL1 a "Happy New Year," and gave
them a short prayer to repeat every day during the coming
year: the words are, "Oh, God, wash my soul white, and
make me good; forgive all my sins, and help me daily to
walk in Thy good way; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen." We then rang the bell, fired the cannon, and
retired. New Year's afternoon [1884] we gave all the
children a treat in the schoolroom. Ninety sat down to
tea, tarts, and cakes, and enjoyed themselves.

You will be surprised to know that the Hydahs have
turned Me into an Eagle, and Mrs. Harrison into a Bear.
You doubtless know that every Hydah designates himself
under a certain crest, and that the chief's crest is generally
an Eagle or a Bear. Thus publicly at one of their great
feasts they agreed that I should be an Eagle, and therefore
the chief of the Eagle race, and that Mrs. Harrison should
be a Bear and the chief. of the Bear tribe. When an
Eagle man gives a feast he does not invite members of his
own crest, but those of the Bear, Frog, Raven, &c.; also
the other crests act in a similar manner when they give a
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