YHE East Anglican Times, in its isstue of
Tuesday, April 14th, had the follow-
ing: : :

gSut‘iolk men have a decided inter-
est in British Columbia, and Xast
Anglians a 'still greater share in ‘its
development. One of the most dis-
tinguished iSuffolkérs who has “made
his mark” in that wonderful country,
which is said to be more British than
Briton itself, is the Hon. J. H. Tur-
ner, a native of Claydon, who, after
an absence of over sixty years from
fhis “native heath,” is now on a visit to Ipswich for
the purpose of giving a lecture on the country of his
adoption at the Town Hall this evening. By the
kindness of Mr. W. F. Paul, who is Mr, Tuarner's host
on this occasion, a representative of the East Angli‘-
can Daily Times was permitted to have a chat with
the Agent-General of ‘British Columbia, at his house
aon the heights of Belstead on Monday .evening. Mr.
Murner, as a resident for many years in the city of
Wictoria, ‘has been accustomed to gaze on one of the
finest panoramic views /in- the world, but the 'hope
may Treasonably be'-entertained -that- 4f, -during. this
forenoon, he suryeys the grand, vieWw to be obtained
#rom ‘Orwell Lodge, over the flowing tide the beau-
tiful ‘estuary which gives its mame to the house, he
will take away with him a recollection of the home
country which will be as @ifficult ‘td. eff¥ce s some of
those glimpes of the Western paradise iof which he is

S0 proud. .

' MIr. Turner has since 1901 heen resident in London,
fbut for fortysyears before that date he was pne of
British Colambia’s most active and useful ' citizems.
He left this district at'the age of seven, and he is now
turned .seventy, so that his-glance backWwarés does not
contzin a great deal that has relation to the Gipping
I\?’aney. He remembers, however, paying a visit to
Ipswich when a parllamentary election was in pro-
@ress, and his recollection of that 'occasion is chiefly
of blue and yellow favors mixed eonfusedly amongst
the populace and traffic in the streets. Another me-
mory of those tender years is of a visit to Batty's cir-
cus, in Ipswich. Is it not a strange vagary of the
brain that right across the busy life of a Jpolitician of
the Western “wilds,” a life teeming with great events,
and topics of still enthralling interest to this active
pablic man, .comes the clear recollection of a circus
in what was then but a small Country town?

~-Mr. Turner turned his face to the West as. a
young man, in obedience to the magic influence of
“gold,” which had been found in great ‘quantities in
the famous Cariboo mines, but ‘on arriving on the
Pacific slope he found that thousands were returning
in @isappointment from the heart-breaking journey
to the .gold eountry without having reached the :goal
of their ambitions, 'Profiting by the hard experience

others, he decided’on adopting & more prosaic, but
less desperate, career, in the chief town-of ‘the island;
of Vancouver—Victoria—now one of the most beau-
tiful .and ‘most up-to-date cities in theé world. He
soon took -a part in the municipal Jife ‘of the place,
and in 1879 became mayor of the ' city—a position
which he held for three years. From this beginning
he developed into -4 ‘representative of 'Victeria #nthe @
iLiegislative Assembly of the Province. He became "’
Minfster ‘of Finance and Agriculture in 1887, and oc-
cupied that post until 1898, ‘and again took up that
portfolio in 1899, until in the first year of the present
century he ‘accepted his present ‘appointment. For
thirteen 'yedars the had ‘the lomor of ‘iatrogucing thé
budget. . He also .introduced; acts for the: entdurage~
ment ot"ﬂmr,1MWln§,"%aiw , and the formation
of farmers’ institotest ol Jfarmers” barks.  On the
last stpbject the writer : ,v%t‘ea hiln 5o ‘ewpress. his.
opinion;, and he had 'to.'confess that farmers’ “banks
afd motiteatch on” in Biitigh Coltmbia; theweforeiire’
had not'had actual person#l experience ‘of w tley -
worked: He added, however: “I read up a good deal
for thost: Ants; iana -4 res v dhat Tvie wverymuch
impresfied with the sutess of ‘the farhery Bank in
Contingntal countrigs. If a.g a,x;al wanted a cow, for
instanpe, ‘the BEnK Would et him have the money with
which:to. purchase.it," and ;their ‘only security .yety. .
often would be the cow itself. Yet the systém proved !
sich a<suceess 'that the losses at the time T 'was ‘en-
quiring into the subject had not been 3. per cent.”

Naturally the subject: of ‘British--Columbia RS 1P -
permost’in the interview,“but in the view ofvEhe lec-
ture he is‘to give tonight, fthe tépic for pablication
had its limitations. = British Columbia, ‘s & ‘blace . for
tourists, ‘was a ‘Subject on' Which 'hé Waxed: eloquent
and what a ‘subject 1t 18! .
he said, “very difficult of access, but when the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway came through, it altered that.
The ‘miaking of ‘the ‘railway ‘was bitterly opposed in
Eastern Canada, -as on aeccount ‘of the small popula-
tioh tn the West they 'said they would have to pay for
it. Bvents 'proved, however, that British ‘Columbia
itself paid for ‘the railway, and fthere is a decent
margin ‘to \its credit into the bargain.

Asked “gs #o how-'it had been dome, he explained
that when the line was pprojected, ‘the province grant-
ed twenty miles of land on each side, of the line for
about five hundred miles, and béfore the line was
coneluded the Dominion government represented that,
on-accqunt of the nature of the country through-which,
thHe railway passed, the twenty mileés did not contain
the number of aocres that' was anticipated, and the
province then gave to the Dominion government some

“THe eounitry Was been,” s

lions of Chind become users of wheaten bread, as
undoubtedly they will speedily do.

Forty-six. years ag¢o when I first went to British
Columbia, there, were practically neo Steam shipS on
the Pacific Oc¢ean. A coasting line from Panama
north te California and Oregon and another line ‘south
to Valparaiso. and other ports was about all, but to-
day there are many Mnes of fine stedamers crossing
that ocean. to Japan, 'China, New Zealand, and the
Islands of the Pacific, and more are yearly being
added. British Columbia was, at that time, served by
an American steamship line with ‘two steamers
monthly, and occasionally these fdlled, the only o
communication with the otiter world was by ship Via
Cape Horn. Our letters ‘cost 25 ‘cents from BEurope,
and were five or six weeks on the way. In urgent
cases, however, letters could be sent by Wells-Fargo's
express to San Francisco, then by pony €xpress across
America t» New York; the postage belng about 2s.
Today, we have daily mails from the east 6f the
Rockies and Europe and the United States by the
Canadian Paciic Railway and by the American rail-
ways. Indeed, British Columbia is served by - one
Cangdian and two United States railways  already.
Our lletters ‘eost mow-only one penny and ‘we can cable
to Luiopden for little more tharn the former ‘charge for
postdge, ‘and every morning we get on our breakfast
tables, cabled news from the Old World of ‘evernts that
have alreadytaken place, but accoyling to our Wes-
tern cloeks will ‘got’ happen for t¥o ‘or thrée hours
later. “‘Owing to 'theSe changed Aonditions, British
Columbia has been broaght much nearer to the Old
Country, ;

The only way from England +to Victoria ‘'was
either a.six or seven months journey. by ship wvia
Cape ‘Horn or by Ssteamer. ‘to Panama, rail adross
the  Isthmus, then steamer to San. Francisce. and
steamer again north to Victoria; time, five to six
weeks. Today the journey from Tiondon to Victoria
can be made in 10 to 12 days, and by Lord 'Strath-
cona’'s All Red route it will be done in 7 or 8 days,
afjd the contrast as to comfort on the route is as
great as the contrast in time, fTor Atlan-
tic steamers have now  become  Juxurious
comfortable hotels, crossing ‘the ocean in
half the' time they ‘@id 40 years ago, and
some -of them have practically done, away
with the terrors of sea-sickness. Natur-
ally, these improved conditions for_ travel
have had the effect eof making travelers,
and British Columbia. that was at one
time really ‘a somewhat out of  the way
corner of the world has. now hecome  the
highway of communication between Europe
and the ‘conntries of the Pacific.

About 1860, ‘the, morthwest part - of
America beyond the 49th parallel = was
looked upon generally by people in other
parts ‘of the world @s a country some-
where up towards the Behring sea, as . a
land of black forest, forbidding Trooky.
shores, deluged by the rain, or buried in
snow; as in fact, abvut the last place in
the world for anyone to g0 to, the only
apparent use for,K it “being for breeding
fur-bearing animals, ‘and | ‘their  skins as
the only wvaluable roduce. - The discov-
ery of gold on ‘the aser river wand sub=-
sequently on the ‘streams ‘of ‘the interior :
of the country was really the raising of
the cartain for that part. of nerthwest
JAmprica: G0l seekers ‘poured ‘in from
all ‘pafts of the¢ world and sooh .made
‘theirs. way, as only - gold seekers can, .
humﬁ;eds of miles into the land over.ap-
patently. fmpassable gorges, ‘canons ~and
modntains, washing gold out of . the -sand
bars- onsthe rivers or digging ‘it from the
benchésilin . n¥any cases ,g@oing - throwgh'
mést He! ardships in thefr hunt for.
the prec metal. - Thousand¥ - were
disappoimted in their gearch, “ands "gradu-
ally. went, outdof the ‘country, but a con-
siderablé’ number had success.and in the

“course of a few ¥years produced and sent

out into the world gold to the. value ' of

ten to twelve - million = pounds sterling
obtained - from placer . workings. There

was really no:.mining. in the rock for

gold or silver, at that time Tn the prov-

ince, ‘that.dérm commenced - -about 1888

and made steady progress,  the output
increasing = yearly until last  year it
reached a value of mearly 17 million dol-

lars. The production of the plager mines

was at its highest in 1862. From  that .
time it gradually dwindled away, the
average product fell  to @bout 750,000

dollars annually, and thHe miners either

left the province or* looked around for

some ‘Other meahs of . livelihood there.

Some settled on the land as -farmers;
ofherd “ tried fishing; others looked to the

forest as a means of procuring wealth,

bat as a fact until about some 30 vears ago, British
Columbia was generally thought to be a country that
was good for mining as the minerals were certainly

there, for timber as its wonderful forests ;spoke for .

themselves, and for fish as its streams were evidently
full of salmon, and the sea$ Wwith ocean fish, but for

two million atres of land in what Is known as the 4 ag&riculture, the country was het worth considering.

Peace River country in ‘the North-Bastera portion of
British Columbia. This Peace River land is reported
as well adapted for wheat growing.: In addition to
thege ‘grants of land, ‘the Customs tariff' (the whole of
which goes-to the Dominion gbovernment) has yieldsd
some twenty ‘million ‘dollars ‘more than the Pominion
government has expended in ‘the couantry. In ‘the
Olt_anagan_ the wheat fields dre being pushed out by.
frult farms. Coming back to the tourist facilities
and attractions of ‘the ‘country, Mr. Turner said:

“The facilities of the railway are now so ' good,
and also the steam facilities, that peaple ‘are tempted
to~British*Columbia from all ‘quartérs. The Scehery
is magnificent, and the climate is wonderfully good.
M’g‘.; ‘Whymper, the great Alpine climben, says in his
hook ‘that the mountain ‘scenery of British -Columbia
is équal to fifty Switzerlands. Then you get ‘on the
coast one of the most enjoyable inland ‘seas imagin-,
able for boating and fishing. There are four or five
hun Thilés ‘of islands in still water wp 'to Alaska—
snow-clad mountains on one side and beautifal rich
land ‘on the othér. There is plenty of big game:and
i8h in abundance. : The streams and lakes gre fall of
trout, and the sea is full of salmon. The CP.R. hdvé
now engaged some Alpine guides, and fine fellows

‘are.” 3

« Turning to :another branch of the subject, Mr.
Turner spoke eloguently on the wonderful spectacle
Fesented in connection with the building of Prince
lupert ‘City—=a city being ‘absolutely “created out of
nothing ~through the enterprise; of the:Grand Trunk
Pacific 'Rallway. “ . .

- The Great Opportanity in British Columbia has
not passed, according to Mr. Turner, but is coming.

) A Talk on British Columbia

British Columbia, the most westerly portion of the .
Duminion 'of Canads, “Is the ‘Gateway of Great Bri-
tain ‘'to the North Pabific Ocean, being the terminal
point at that side of the American Continent for the
great ‘Canadian ‘Pacific Raillway, and also two other
railivays, the Grand Trunk Pacific and the Canadian
Northern, which are how ‘being constructed ‘across
the continent. British Columbia is ‘the largest pro- .
vince of the Dominion, being abhout 700 milés 'in
length by 500 broad, ‘and containing about 280,000
acres Or approximately three .times the area of ‘the
Unfted Kingdom, ‘but with ‘a population 6f only 260,-
000, hardly ‘equal ‘to that of some “of the good-sized

provincial towns in England. It is very evident there- -

fore, that afteér ‘making a large allowance for moun-
tain ‘rdnges, lakes ‘and Pivers, theére is still land and
room, enough for some millions of inhhabithnts, and
owing to ‘the healthiness of its climate, the beauty
of ‘{ts scenery, and its great natural resources, it is
eminently suitable for many thousands from -over-
crowded Britain to make mRew ‘homes in, i
The Pacific Ocedhi on Which British Coliimbia
looks otit is where ‘the most momentous ‘changes in
the world’s ‘affairs are now going on. With the vast
populdtion of ’tgle country siirrounding ‘this  ocean,
and its great iSlands, the ldrgest ineréase, of the
world's commerce. must take place, ; In fact this dn-
crease has cominiénced, and is now rapidly growing.
Orie 'thing ‘alohe will illustrate this. The inhabitants
of China some 400 milliohs, only about{10 Years ago
practically used no wheaten flour, their ‘staple fopd '
belfng rice, but sinée the increased ifitercourse of the
Chinese with the ‘Ameriean continent, they ‘have be-
come educsted up to using wheaten bread, and in
consequence the Canadian mmills ‘were working night
gpd- du}:r tll‘?st.lyea.]x- todwgply t?e‘cmnese ‘markeét with
our. 8_is already becomij an important ‘trade,;
bat’ what will it be wien the‘rgﬁjorityng g o

\

e 400 mil-

VIt had fine scenery, magnificent rivers and lakes,
and possibly there might be a little  dairying and
root growing, and a man on the land could probably
scratch a lving. This was the position in the early
seventles; what is it today? It is acknowledged by
those who "understand anything ‘about the busihess
that British Columbia produces the 'finest in the
world of such fruits, as apples, pears, plums, prures,
cherries and peaches, nectarines, and similar fruits,
at ‘any rate equal to the best, whilst its creps of

smdll, fruits, such as strawberries; raspberries, ‘etc., -

are wonderfully fine. It is admirably adapted also
for mixed farming, ‘dairying, poultry, pigs, cattle,
sheep -and horse raising, and being practically free
from insect pests and difficulties of iclimate,  pro-
duces regular and almost . unfailing crops, then
owing 'to its geographical situation and also local
conditipns it has unfailing and profitable market for
its prodacts. ‘The preSent good position of the fruit
industry no doubt partly arises from the fact that
British Columbia began fruit growing somrewhst
late; and had therefore the-experience of ‘othet coun-
tries to go by, and could -appropriste -their most suc-
céssful plans, and in some cases, improve on “thermn,
and ‘at any rate avold their greatest mistakes. =
Take ¥or instatice the difficulty of insect pests on
fruit. Thousands of acres of orchards in California,
Oregon and ;Washington became wvalueless and ‘the
trees Had in ‘many cases to be ‘cut down by  thou-
sands.  In Oregon alone many. thousands were prhc-
tically, = valugless owing to codlin; moth. . British
Columbia. was actually free, or almost free, from
these troubles, angd early iniits frult<growing career,
the government introduced a number ‘of acts for the
entourageinent and assistance of agriculture, ‘and
under these, and with ‘the consent and co-operation
of the Dominion govérnment, all trees @nd plants
from  other countries' were carefully inspected at
ports of entry, and if found in the least

Then the old gardens and orchards throughout the
provifnice were examined by government inspectors
and if found 'in a foul condition the owhers were
compelled to spray and thoroughly ‘aleanse or des-
troy the trees. These'several methods proved highly
satisfactory amd the igood result arising therefrom
was thorou%l}ry demonstrated by ‘the apples and pears
sent from British Columbia and exhibited in London
and in ‘a number of the principal ciies of ‘England
and Scotland, during ‘November and December last.
These exhibitions of Colonial fruit. have been going
on ‘for five years ang every year British Columbia
has taken the highest awards at fruit ‘and  other
shows; not only was the fruit entirely free: from in-
sect ravage, but all of jt was pravtically without
speck 'and blemish, as, fresh, rosy, and with nature’'s
bloom on its.cheeks as if gathered an hour or iwo
before. This fruit had come from widely distant
parts of the provincei from Varcoutver island in‘the

far west; {from Westminster district ‘and “the coast,

and ‘the mainlind, from ‘Liytten, 150 miles dnland:
from ‘Wamloops, still!'farther inland; ‘from  Okan.
agan, 200 miles farther west; from Boundary, 200
miles to the south and Nelson and Kaslo on the
Kootenay lake. where less than ten years 'ago peo-
ple neveri‘dreamt of seeing 'fruit growing, &nd from
Rossland ‘fine apples grown 'at an elevation .of 8,700
feet, 'an important fast that T will ‘réfer to ldater on.

It had traveled from all ‘thége points to ia cemtre on

: T en 3,000 i1 ‘
Morifredl, ‘then by ‘steimeér a \’ots;’lage ‘of 3‘,0’&) e;g“;:

the Canadiah Pacific'irailway,

to England. , Artiving here 't ‘traveled to. & Hum
of "Horticulturdl and Agricultural shows; west b!t,g-

‘mfected *
were fumigated 'and renf@iered innocuous or destroyed. -

Exeter, also ‘to Sheffield, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Nor-
wich., and other ‘important towns.  After all’ this
knocking about it still' appeared 'in good condition
when sold by ordinary market wholesale auction in
Covent Garden, and Liverpool ' and Glasng, and
brought ‘prices that would ‘have proved profitable to
the growers in British Columbia, if the fruit had been
shipped in ‘the ‘ordinary ‘commercial way.

I may be asked how it is ‘possible that fruit
could be in such good eondition, fit for a piccadilly
fruit window, or for the most recheérche tables, af-
ter all this handling and traveling. My Treply Iis
that it was largely due, to its perfect growth, and
the admirdble méthod ‘of packing. The fruit growers
British ‘Columbia ‘realized at an early time in the his-
tory of ‘the trade that not only was it important to
grow petfect, clean PTruit, biit also to hatve it placed
in the market in an equally .good condition and ‘that
the only ‘way to effect that was- by careful and sys-
tematic packing. Experienced men visited the or-
chard @istricts and gave instruction on ‘the most im-
proved methods of ‘grading and boxing. And the Fruit
Growers’ Association and Horticultural Societies
paid, and still pay, great attention to this ‘most im-
portant part of 'the industry, the, final result being
théat ‘the -apples and other varieties of frult are.so
packed and graded ‘that ‘the ‘buyer ¢an, with ‘confi-
dence, make Nis purchasé practically without seeing
the fruit simply by the gtade, No. 1, No:. 2 ‘or ordin-
ary. This, or a similar syStem should be adopted in
Great Britaih, which 8t present, 'seems to be ‘very
much benind hand in this respect. - Last year I. was
at an auction sale of fruit at-Covent Garden. There
I saw boxes of ‘British Columbia ‘apples that had
travelled over the round T have-descr.ved, yet when
these ‘boxes ‘were opened ‘the fruit was found to be
plump, Tree Trom specks and bruises, and consequent-
1y prought £ood prices. ' At ‘the same time I saw
English apples brought in packed in all sizes and
shapes 'of boxes and baskets, looking as if the fruit’
had been ‘taken up on a steam shovel and dumped
into these reteptacles, regardless of size and gquality.

" HON, J. H, TURNER
Agent-General for British Columbia in London

Some :of this English fruit was, I believe, excellent,
but owing to ‘the muddling frethéds could not  Dbe
possibly seld as equal to.thé Colonial specimens.

I spoke of fruit grown at an elevation of 3,700
feet. 'T'his ‘is an important feature as if generally
practicable it @&notrniously ‘éftends 'the amount of land
suitable for orchards in the province beyond what has
hitherto been estimated -as the acreage.

The progress of this particular branch of horticul-
ture is shown by the fact that though it was com-
menced only gome twelve or fourteen years ago there,
was "sent out of the provihce Jast. Year to ‘Alberta;
Saskatohewan, Manitoba and other points, 4,743 tons

‘of fruit all sold at prices that gave the growers hand-

some profits. The acreage under fruit in 1901, when
1 1eft ‘the brovince was about 7,400, it: has now in-
créased to nearly 100,000 acres. , I have already stat-
ed that the geographical position of British Columbia
helped ‘to give 4t good twarkets. This can réadily be
understood when I point tothe adjoining great wheat
growing provinces of the Dominion where fruit is not
grown, but ‘wheres ‘the popalation is increaging by
many thousands annually, and where it is found that
millions of acrés of land that were considered  as
nearly valueless a féw years ago arg really adapted
for growing the best quality of wheat. A country so
large that in a few years it will be raising énough
wheat for all Great Britain as ‘well as for the Chinese
and other . @emands. - The- population of this great
section will in the mot very distant future be mil-
lions; all customers for British Columbia fruit. Then,
in addition te.the 'Canadign Provinces the countries’
round tie Pagific are already becoming buyers of Bri-
tish. Columbia orchard productions. Bven Australia
and New Zealand, owing fo the difference of seasons
are already purchasers, whilst at another part of the
vear they send their fruit ‘to British Columbia, These
outside ‘markets ‘are rapidly growing; then the mar-
ket in the province is exceedingly good and must in-
crease as the class of so much of 1its population,
miners, lumbermen, explorers, are -gréat’ fruit eaters
and esrn ‘large wages.

1 have, so far, said nothing of the British market,
which no ‘doubt for our finest fruit will be an exceed-
ingly good bné, but is hardly 'Wanted at present, as =
practically -all can be sold to markets closer at hand,
the ‘growers receiving cash in a few days in place of
having to wait several ‘weeks ‘or months fora return
from the Old Country, This industry has' proved
singulazly profitable and Yndustrious men can make
a fair Mving on 10 @acres of land. The avérage net
profit of an orchard of flve or six years’ standing,
runs from £20 to £40 per acre. For older orchards
it goes ‘up to £60 or £80, and there are instances
where the.net profit considerably exceeds. £1060 an
acre.

1f: we turn now to other branches of agriculture,
we find ‘that @airying, for ‘wiich the country i8 par-
ticularly suitable, is very profitable, This industry is
rapidly increasing, but does not .nearly supply “the
home ‘@emand Yvet,there having been imported last
year Into ‘the province, dairy produce, ‘butter, tilk,
and cheese, to the value of $1,607;468, and meat and
poultry ‘to ‘the value of $572,771, eggs $571,512. :

In addition to dairying, there is mixed farming,
poultry, 'pig, 'sheep, and pattle raising, all offering
splendid opportunities for industrious men, i

“In a former paper on fthe province, 'T enumerated
the-latént ‘resources of British Columbia as minerals,
timber, fish, ‘and iproduots -of the soil. It 'will' be
noted thgrt(‘f.he,ﬂrst threesof these have to be opened
up By workers who Will be great users of the last, and
who ibelng well paid are ‘able w@nd ‘willing to. be the
very. best customers, so providing an ever increasing
home ‘market. ,

+1 place iagriculture first; as ‘that is the most im-
portant dndustry. for any: counthy,.and must dn  time
become 'the ‘greatest, whilst//the others reamlly reduce
the latent ‘wealth of ‘the country by- removing its
minerals, timber, etc. The agriculturist, on the other
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h#nd, is all the time producing-sealth and simul-
taneously adding to the value of the land from which
that wealth is drawn. "

By turning now to the other<great resources we
consider first, minerals, which has*hitherto been .the
most important product. I referred, early .im this:
paper, to the time when placer mining declined &had
the product went down td $750,000 annually, but then
lode mining commenced and has gone on steadily un-
til we find last year the produetion of gold, silver,
copper and lead, amountéd to :$16,670,000, and this
will, in & few years' time, be looked uwpon as. a very

. trifiing amount, as this form of minthg ik really only

in its infancy-—these minérals have only Just beéen
touched at present in a dozen places, while vearly. it
is being demonstrated that the mountains are full of
them from the boundary in'the sowth for 700 miles
northward to ‘Alaska and from the Rockies in the
east to Vancouver Island 600 miles to. the west and
hundreds of thousands of acres, known' to be frich in
minerals, are waiting :to 'bé¢ developed. Throughout
the same widely spread .areas.of the counrtrx there
are important deposits of iron ore, hot"tqucheq at’
present, ‘except ia a small ‘Way - on-Vancouver ISland
and the Islands of the Straits, copper is also found,
in large quantities in a stmilar way, almest all over
the Province and is already béing worked extensively

nd _smelted, the product: in 1907 being $7,680,000, the
i et the Grihg Fore e sontiaeran b

smelter at the Grand Forks1s co L by good au-
thorities as pérhaps the Most perfeet: ecoppef smelter
in America, and at the presént time, it smelts nearly
3,000 tons daily. Silver and lead ore are also abun-
dant throughout a large part of thé provinee.. Coal,
too, has as wide a diffusion as other minerals for the
great Crow’s Nest seams are at the soutieast corner
whilst far north, up by the Skeena are the new veins
near the great line of railway how being built,: the
Grand Trunk Pacifie. Theh, on Queen CHarlotte’s
Island, farther west, is an immense deposit. Of the
vast fields of ¢coal on the Vancouver Island, I need
hardly speak as they are well khown dnd have been
supplying the Pacifie for the last 40 years, but we
can go to the intefiotr of the province; Nicola,
Kamloops, and Similkameen, all possessing
great coal measures, or we may look at-the
far northeast towards the Peacé River coun-
try, a land also véported rich in ¢oal.

We turn now te another most valuable
product, timber. A As regards this asset Bri-
tish Columbia stands in an unique position,
for timber in all parts 0f the world is being
so rapidly cut down that some authorities
fear a tindber faminé in the very near future,
The demand 'has grown so rapidly of late,
arising partly from the enormous ahd rapid-
ly increasing quantity used in the manufac-
ture of paper and manufacturers must, in
the near future, look to British Columbia as
one of the most peliable sources of supply.
The forests in that province are the most ex-
tensive and proliic of any on the Continent
ot America. It is well knewn that 'in - the
United Stdtes timiber is nearing extinctioh.-
The product per acre in British Columbia is
very remarkable, there aré instances of 500,-
000 feet being cut to the acre; whilst 50,000
feet is quite eommon. In Eastern - Cahada
20,000 to 'the acre is considered to be a very
large: cut. The extreme change in the cén-
dition of the timber business in thé provinée
is evidenced by the present prices wilch run
from $18 to $26 per 1,000 feet, whilst at the
same_time I left British Columbia, 6 years

. ago, it was only $7.60 to §12.
; Anumber of very large millé have been
erécted in the provinee during the last few
“yeafs, ‘and thé timber output in 1907 was
about 840 millich Feet..: i

Theh, We may tufn to the: fisheriés 61 the-
province—these have heén of very large im-
portance and ub to domparatively pecently:
qvete confined to salmoi: the -British Cel

fish. . I have geén small streams praectically

impassable on acéount.of the millions. of sal-

mon pushing thelr way up te the spawning
,grounds, last yealr, Howeyer, Was a poor one,
for salmon fishing, the totdl pack being about
$2.900,000 in -value, whilst’ in 1006, it = was
over $8,300,000, but in trecent years. ocean
fishing has been commenced ahd the value of
the halibut and herfing cdaught in B#fitish
olumbia water in 1907 is estimated at over

two million dollars. . :
Having now somewhat hastily indicated
the most Important products and assets of
the province, though there arg many other
sources and foundations for Idustry, I can
no betfter show 1ts. prosperity and the oppors
tunities it offers for settlers than to call at--
tention‘to the enormous value of the indus-"
trial production of the country in propotrtion
to the population. Approximately it is as
i follows:. :
Mineral, including eoal:, .. <« soiee o4 ..$25,788,883
FHBR UL TN T e e b e T e R SO 000
P AR e D T L e SO0
ABTICUILUTE . va on wo s 5o sw s 3+ a4 1,600,000

$50,828,883 -

or about $200, say £40, per head of population. Then
the state of the public treasury demonstrates the
progress of .the provinée—=in. 1898 the revenue was
$1,600,000; in 1807 it amouniéd to over four and a
quarter millions; the surplis over the expenditure
was a million and a quarter, enabling the government
to pass large votes for eartying oh extensive public:
works stich-as makihg: roads, and trail8 and surveys
which works’ will” still further develop the country’s
Tésourees. i :

.In' addition te the material assets that I have en-
umerated the province possesses others of much im-
portanceg such as climate, scenery, big game and beau-
tiful trout streams, all of these are of great value and
they attract hundreds of travellers, many of whom,
charmed by their 'surroundings, become permanent
settlers in the country, -

Then how wvery important it is-to the miner, the
lumberman, farmer, sportsman or explorer, that they
should have not only a pleasant, but a healthy, in-
vigorating climate and a beautiful country to live in.
The fact of there being practically two climates; one
east of the Coast range of mountains, cold in Winter,
warm in simmer, but very dry, bt
the other on the Coast and
that ‘of the Bouth of England, but with more sun-
shine, is also a great advautdge. In the interior win-
ter's are very rare in which cattle do not thrive with

practically little proteetion, whilst in the .other por-!

tion of the province, flowers and vegetables are grow-.
ing almost all through the winter months, and we see
in the gardens, English holly with its glisténing
leaves, and a greater profusion of berries than ih the
old ‘home.
laurlel, bay, box and hawthorn, all imperted by early
settlers. g i

As to the scenery, I cannot do better than guote a
work by E. F. Knight, who travelléed with the Duke of
York’s party in 1901. He writes:

“Extremes of Heat and ¢old are unkhown oh this
beautiful Coast, and the climate of Victoria has been
compared with that of our South Devon Health Re-
sorts. Vancouver, Standing ‘as it @oes on an uddulat-
ing, wooded peninbula: has a splendid sittfation. As
one ‘wanders through its. thoroughfares; one finds
oneself frequently brought to a pause at stréet corners
and in open places to admire the wonderful views:
that suddenly burst on.one, ex%ending far over blue
waters, pite clad shores and distafit peaks, andg the’
Stanley Park is surely the finest pleadure ground pos-
sessed by any city on the continent.” ;

Of Vietorid, he says:

“Victoria has beén described as being the ‘most’
BEnglish city in Canada and visitors sboh realise this,
We had two.full days. there, one would felgh have
stayed longer, for of all the ‘citles in the course of
this long and royal progress, the fair capital of Bri«
tish Columbia seems to me the one which the Eng-
lishman Would most gladly make his home. Vietoria
is not only a busy place and emporium bf trade, ‘a
distributing centre for British Columbia, but it is also
a favorite place of residénce for well-to-do people.
Some drives and walks 1 took in the neighborhood
of the: city gave me a full explanation of -why this
place is 80 beloved of the British. The country out-

side ‘the town is singularly beautiful, the uhdtlating

promontory being dovered with woods of fir; sprice

and a lovely wild jungle of arbutus; roses, flowering -

bushes and English breom. The carefully laid out
gardens surrounding most.of-the mansions and vot-
tages astonished one by the profusion of their flawers,
Never-in ‘the envifons of atiy city have I séen such &
glory of flowers as surrounged these lovely homes.

Bme
bia Rivers were, in the season, full.of thesge .

t, ;and heaithtul;
slandl; very simflar to” *

There are too, the broomi, the gorde, the’

Theén How iagnificent are the landscapeés, embracing
the mighty  rafiges of the maifland with their sup.
mits of eternal snow.”

I have ndw hastily sketehed some of the condi
tions and ‘résourées of the provincde, and I may i
asked: ‘‘WHat are the drawbacks?” 1In reply I woyl]
say they are similar to those of all countries, hyt |
am sure much fewer. In fact, it is very difficult f
me to remember them, No doubt there are sometime:
backward sprihgs, dry summers, and on the Coast,
forest fires, but ifi My 40 yéars of residence in th
province, I canfiot remember any serious detrime;
to the commuiiity, arising from any of natures
works.

There was some trouble last vear from the want
of laborerss ‘Théy were difficult to be got for any
price. Farm hands, whose average pay is £5 to £6
a month and board, were getting as high as £71to €3
and board, and hard to be obtained at that. Domes-
tic Bervants® (geénerally Chinese) were being paid <5
to £8 a month ahd board, owing, however, to the
findnelal panic in the United States to the s )
many mines and manufaectories there were ed
during thé past winter, and a large number of unem-
ployed found gheir way into British Columbia. Thjg
sudden: influx of some thousands into the cities of the
provifice (Which are not very large) in mid-win
chused, for 4 time, & good deal of trouble on acc
of .the unempleyed. The government, however
onde cominenced public works and advertised 1o
laborers at $2 a day.  Strange to say, however, though
at that time we Had accounts in the English papers
of hundrede being out of work and starving in Van-
couver; all the applications for employment the goy-
eriment reeeived were less than 160.

With the opening of the spring there is plenty of
work, as hundreds of new railwdys and roads are be-
ing donstrucéted, many thousand acres of land are to
be surveyed, and an enormous additional area laid out
for orchards and genétral farming, in addition to the
ordinary works of the country.

There is no doubt that British Columbia is the
best country in the world for British people who
think of emigrating and taking all the facts into con-
sideration, it is evident that this greéat western coun-
try, with its bpautiful and wonderfully healthy cli-
mate, possessing magnificent scenery, well-adminis-
tered laws, and free education, is eminently the land
for the capitalist, the gentleman of leisure, the
sportsman, the farmer and ‘particularly the working
man. Idlers and loafers are no good there, but to the
able and-industrious, this Britaih 6f the West, offers
the .best’ opportunities for success and for making
good and happy homes in,

O

THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR AND
. SAN FRANCISCO

e
_The American Ambassador was present at the an-
mual dinher of the Luton Chamber of Commerce.

In the course of a speech, he referred to the earth-
quake and fire at.San Francgisco-a, disaster so sudden
and appalling that it chained the attention of the
whole. world, and a recovery so.amazihg as-to de-
serve even greater attention. He returned, he said, a
few weeks ago from San Francisco, having spent the
time given nim by his government for rest and .re-
creation; Anmerican fashion, in a 12,000-mile : journey.
He knew San Francisco well, but had not'seen it
since ‘4 yeaf o .two :befors the earthquake,: They
would recall the ¢ondition: in which-the catasirophe
Teft the Pity. Multitudes of its. buildings were thrown
down, the strongest stone walls were torn apart, the
tramways were twisted, the stone pavements were
Split open, the water system was destroyed,. and the
whole population were turned into the streets, Then
the -houses the eafthquake had spared:burnt. down
steaddly through four awful days amd:aights. .There

«were ‘four-and, three:quarter sduaresniles. burned ever
.;—gmh}yo;gp g, a terri Py r ter e 3
whole.areas of .the great fires in Chicago,. Best n and
Baltimore . combingd. - The. mere insurance in the
biirnt district amounted to $235,000,000—say £47,000,-
040; while, of coufse, mahy.buildings were: insyred to
only a tithe of their value, and others, including some
of the largest and costliest, not at all. Immense num-
bers of the people had to leave at once for lack of
shelter and food. Then game weary. months of
waiting to realize on securities, to collect insurance,
negotiate loans, and persuade the outside world that
. the spot was not doomed. ATffer that came scarcity
of building material, scareity of labor, impossible
prices, questions of public health, and all the other
disadvantages they could readily imagine;,

Well,; 22 months had elapsed since that fatal morn-
ing when the inhabitants were roused from slumber
to find their strongest buildings tumbling on their
heads. The. first impréssion, as he passed through
the familiak' streets, was that ever then, in many
quarters, they were just beginning to clear away the
debris. At eyery turn.were yawning cellars, filled
with twisted iron beams, Inextricably entangled with
each 6thér, and with masses of fallen masonry. But
besife them would be fine brick or Stone structures,
alréady boiling with business, and others at first
glance lobking reddy for it, though little but the ex-
terior shell ‘'was finished. ~'Then, everywhere, loomed
against the blue, steel-like ‘brilliancy of the Califor-
rian sky the skeletons of biiildings, Huge frameworks
of iron posts and girdérs bolted together, 10 or 12
storeys high, with marvellous and splendid human
monkeéys at the 'top swinging more iron  beams into

. place, and filling the upper air with the deafening
clangour of hammered rivets and bolts. The pave-
ments were blockaded with building materials;” the
streets were jammed with strugghing trucks; the very
Dassenger's in the tramways carried the tools of, their
trade and wete covered with mortar. Everybody was
in a rush. The town that had been growing feveérish-
ly enough; through 60 years was being rebuilt in two.
Ten thousand permanent buildings had either heen
dompleted or were Well advanced in ‘éonstruction
since the fire, at an outlay of about $100,000,000, One-
third of the structures destroyed by the earthquake
and fire had been rebuilt, and on d scale so much
grander that the floor space in this third practically
equalled the whole floor space destroyed, And the
people Were doing business again. Sométimes they
did it fn shanties, while their new palaces were being
finished; sometimes tHey did if on desks made of
boards laid across the ends of cement barrels in un-
finished rooms. - But ih’'oné Way or another they were
doing business; doing’ it 1o suich an extent that, in
the December after the' fire, the San'Francisco, bank
cleariigs were $196,000,000—over $30,000,000, more
than in the December before the fire. OF course, that
amount was .swelled by the insurdfice recelpts, but a
yedr later it had risen to $199,000,000. By September,
1907, the Ssavings banks deéposits had grown to $157-
000,000, and the deposits in state and national banks
to. $173,000,000 more. i
But' there was something more stiking than either
the earthguake or the fire, or that amazing recovery
from both. It was the spirlt in which those indamit-
able San Franeciscans fronted the disaster and sur-
mounted it." Not a miah whimpered. Not a man spoke
of anything but going to work to malke good what
was lost. The milliohaite and the day la.gorer were
on an absolute equality, and they took their hard lot
with courage and cheeérfulness; There were many
thingd in the history of his country of which an
American was intensély proud.: But he, Mr. Reld,
Drotested that smong thef all thefe had been nothing
in the forty odd years since the greatest Civil War of
modern times deed without the sacrifice of a single

\

human life in punishment, and since the victorious
army of a million men and thé depleted, but still

. formidable, defeated.army melted alike into the
peacefil community as quietly as an untimely sprink-
ling of snow. on a spring morning—there had ' been
nothing in all their history since those . marvellous
days of which Ameéricans had more right to be proud
;ps.n of San Francisco in the earthquake and San
‘rancisco today.—London Times.

O
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A produce commission house, ‘which prides itself
on filling all ordets correctly; received a letter from
a customer recently saying: -

“Gentlemen, this is the first tithe we ‘ever knew
~you to make & mistake in our order. You are well
aware that we buy the very best country eggs. The
last you sent are too poor for our trade. What shall
we do with them?” fia

The fair fame of the house for never miaking an
ertor seemed to be at stake; but the bright mind of
the Juhior partner found a way out of it. He wrote:

"Gentlemen: . We are sorry to-hear that our last
shipment -did not suit: you: ~'Thers was, howsver, no
mistake on our part. We have looked up your or-
iginal ordet and fAna that it reads as follows: ‘Rush
fifty crates eggs. We want them bad.’ ™ )

Colonel
Very
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