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satisfactory Year’s Business
Done By B. C. Electiic
Railway.

7. s

profits to June 30, 1902 Ag-
" gregat:d Nearly to
$200, 000

e

The report of the directors of the Brit-
ish 'Oolu?@:xbin Blectric Railway Com-
pany, Limited, to June 30, to be submit-
ted at the meeting to be held on Janu-
ary 21, states that the directors are
zlad to be able to Teport an increase of
business in all departments; the profits
ecarned again show an increase over
those of previous yeats, and the pros-
pects for the future continue to be sat-
isfactory. For the twelve months to
March 31 the gross receipts showed an
increase over the preceding year of $62,-
639, and the net earnings an increase
of $20,476, and for the whole fifteen
months covered by this report the gross
receipts were $691,487, being $80,369 in
excess of those for the corres ing
previous period; the working expenses
weTe $426,760, an increase of $52,929;
the net eamings were $246,727, or $27,-

‘ 440 in excess of the previous correspond-
wning period. The net profit for fifteen

"“months, after deducting Tondon office
expenditure, writing £1,000 off prelimin-
ary and issuing expenses, and providing
£10,036 for renewals, amounts to £39,-
544. Add balance brought forward
from last year, £63; deduct debentmie
interest to Jume 30, £14,032, and divi-
dend on preferred ordipary stock for
twelve months to L\Ia;&: 31, £10,000,
thus leaving available for. distribution
and reserves, £15,575.

From. this the directors have deciled
to provide for the balance of dividend
on the preferred wordinary stock (uhree
months to June 30), £2,500; to recom-
mend the payment of a dividend on the
deferred ordinary stock of £4 per cent.
per annum, which, including income tax,
will absorb for 'the fifteem months, £10,-
(28; to transfer to capital amortiza-
tion account, £1,913; and to carry for-
ward to next account a balance of £533.

On April 24 the company created and
disposed of in July, £175,000 four and
a half per cent. Vancouver power de-
bentures, redeemable in 1952. The com-
pany’s shares were also converted into
preferred ordinary and deferred ordiu-
ary stock, and it has been determined 1o
issue 7,500 five per cent. cumulative per-
petual preference shares of £10 each at
par. A prospectus offering shareholders
the right of subsecribing for these shares
accompanies the report.

The directors are glad to state that
they have received assents to the crea-
tion of the five per cent. cumulative
perpetual shares from all the stock-
iiolders, except the holders of £2,790. Of
this amount £2,490 is held by six stock-
lolders who have dissented from the
hoard’s proposals. '‘Owing to lack .of
capital, pending the issue of the mew
preference  shares, * additional rolling
stock, which is most urgently needed,
has not been built, ‘and, in consequence,
a4 considerable amount of profitable
freight business has had to be refused
during the past six months.

DURBAR CLOSED.
Reception by Viceroy to Indian Princes.

Delhi, India, Jan. 9.—A small but
brilliant Peception closing the Durbar
festivities was given here this evening
by the Viceroy Lord Curzon of Keddle-
stone to the native Princes. Lady Cur-
zon, the Duke of Connaught who repre-
sented King Edward at the Durbar, and
the Duchess of Connaught were among

» present. The Duke and Duchess
some time in bidding farewell teo

ts. In the evening derd Curzon
eyed his official thanks to all per-
sons whe were concerned in the Durbar.

I'IRE AT DAWSON,

A Number of Buildings Destroyed on
Bitterly Cold Night.

The Vancouver Ledger, in @ special
despatch dated Dawson, Jan. 5, says:
“Ome of the biggest fires in the history
of the city, since the conflagration a
couple of years ago, occurred -on Tues-
day night. The blaze was in a building
1 Second avenue, when the tempera-
ture was 45 degrees below zero, An ac-
cident prevented the quick -application
of water, and the fire spread rapidly. At
one time it looked as if half the city
was doomed, so great was the blaze.
I'he buildings destroyed nwere of a poor
class, mostly frame shacks which had
heen erected in a hurry in earlier days.
['he Harkins Standard library building,
heing fireproof, prevented the fire spread-
ing to the South, although the fHames
layed against it Tor over an hour.

“The -great gusher, which has caused
no end of wonder .in this city and the
outside world, has at last been- capped
and the fiow of water stopped. The
placing -of the cap cost $20,000.

“The mominations for the :Territorial
council were made on Deecember 29.
There were 17 candidates, five of whom
are to be elected. There were four can-
ditates for mayor and 19 for aldermen.
The election takes -place this week.”

— e S
LATE SENOR SAGASTA.
Crowds Witness T uneral
Statesmen.

of Dead

Madrid, Jan. 7.—The Archbishop of
Toledo tollay -efficiated at the funeral of
the late Senor Bagasta, which was wit-
nessed hy great crowds of people. The
streets through which the cortege pass-
©d were Hned with troops. The casket

will remain i the vaults pending the

erection of a -tomb.

S S o
EN ROUTE TO ‘OTTAWA.

Representatives of Silver-L.ead NMiners

Pass Through Winnipeg.

Winuipeg, Jan. 7.—A @elegation from
district passed through
the city today en route to Ottawa to
discuss the question of the import duty
on refined lead from the United States.
The delegation consists of Messrs. J. T.
Retallaek, the chairman of the deputa-
tion; ‘G. D. Potter and G. O. Buchanan.

The deputation was met at the sta-
tion- by representatives of the Board of

the Kootenay

Trade.

The delegation represents the Boards
of Trade of the interior of British Co-
and the silver-lead mines amd
they wish to obtain relief by an ad-
justment of the tariff which they say
iS necessary te prevent the ruin of all
those engaged in business in the section

Inmbia,

which the dJelegation

— e
MEXICO AND SILVER.

e

represented.

People of the Sonthern Republie Look

Prosperous.

¥rom Mexican Herald.

Few people ‘realize: how modern ' pro-
cesses of manufacturing and expert in-
genuity have combined during the past
ten years ‘to prevent our feeling too
severely here in Mexico the effects of
The shop
and
have: never been more
handsemely adorned, for it is especially
in fabrice for women’s use that cheaper
and mest attractive substitutes have
‘Whén silver
plunged dewnward, on' the closing of
the Indian n;}x:xts. manufacturers of tex-
silver-using countries were
stimulated to fnd means of preparing
have a pleasing ap-

the depreciation of silver.
windows of the great *“‘cajones”
“almaeenes”

been prepared abroad.

tiles for

#00ds that wonld

x £

ng. substitution ‘'went on, 1
ously, a cheapening of "~ manufacturing
_processes, and so, although- silver has
been Tm ually losing value, it has been
possible here  to procure - articles of
decent appearance at prices mot beyond
the means of the people. = We have but
touched on a subject which is one of
the secrets of the textile industry and
trade. ‘The cheapness and attractive-
ness of goods are matters of common
observation as we pass through the
central streets of the city and note the
contents of the show-windows. We
doubt if the middle class hefe has ever
dressed better than mow. The women
of the ¢‘“clase. media” in former times
ere  very plainly gowned, often.,in
black. They wore no French millinery
.on their heads, and, when not using the
lace head-scarf, or sevillana, went bare-
headed, with a gay flower in their hair,
always a pleasing sight. The loss of
the sevillana, displaced by picture hats,
and some that are not at all pictures, is
regrettable. But the general ourward
appearance of the city’s crowds has im-
proved. £
Men dress far better than formerly;
it used to be among the middle class
hardly anything but black, most dis-
mally mournful, what with the inevit-
able high hat or “sombrero de copa,”
the frock coat of curious cut, and black
waistcoat and trousers. Now “tode el
mundo masculino” wears colored wool-
len fabrics, and the. streets have mnot
the air of being filled with mourners
and undertakers’ assistants.
Of course, the rich and cultivated
upper class always had fine clothes—
the - most delicate goods and all that
goes to make up  -approved eivilized
clothing; we have been speaking of
the middle class, the people of small or
moderate incomes, who undeniably
make a better appearance on the streets
of this city, and of the provincial cities
as well, than they did sixteen or
eighteen years ago.

0

Japancse Sealers
in Behring Sea

Furnish a Problem For Those
Who Would Stop Pelagic
Industry.

Restrictions f{or the British
But None For Japanese
Sealers.

The United States government is tak-
ing considerable interest in the entry of
Japanese sealers to Behring Sea—the
Japs not being a party te the modus
vivendi, and free from the restrictions
imposed by a paternal government which
has “struck hands” witih the TUnited
States to handicap the Victoria sealers.
Supervising Special Agent Chance of the
United States treasury department has
made a report in this conpection, in
which he says:

“Reports from various sources Indi-
cate increased activity on the part of
Japanese pelagic sealers = in . ‘Behring
Sea. The Japanese government pays
to vessels owned exclusively by Japan-
ese, engaged in taking seals, whales or
certain kinds of fish, bounties not ex-
ceeding in the aggregate each yéar
150,000 yen, or $74,700.

“Through the United States minister
to Japan it has been learned that in
1901 four vessels . sailing under the
Japanese flag—three of them navigated
by Americans—took seals on the United
States side in Behring Sea, and that
during the current year a number of
Japanese sealers would visit Behring
Sea. The minister’s reports show that
no foreigner has any trouble in regis-
tering his vessel under Japanese owner-
ship, and that vessels owned and man-
aged both by Americans-and Canadians
were so engiaged, and were meeting
with good success.

“At ‘the time-of the wholesale seizure
of Canadian and United ‘States sealing
vessels, which resulted in the Paris
tribunal, the English sealers were re-
imbursed for ‘their losses in large
amounts, but the Americans received
nothing, and in 1897 the taking of seals
in the Pacific Ocean north of the 35Hth
degree of mnorth latitude and ‘Behring
Sea by United States vessels was en-
tirely prohibited. It is said that many
had their all invested ‘in sealing vessels
too emall for any other trade or com-
merce. Their only recourse was to sail
nunder foreign flags, and at present the
most favorable for their purpose is that
of Japan.

“In August last the commander of
the revenue cutter Manning boarded in
Behting Sea two sealing vessels sailin®
under the Japanese flag, with seals obn
board and complete sealing outfits of
boats and firearms. One of then, stated
that eighteen sealers had clearad €rom
Yokohama for Behring Sea. 1n Sep-
tember last the sawme officer boardea
four Japanese sealers in the vicinity of
the 60-mile zone around the Pribyloft
Islands, in which pelagie sealing is pro-
hibited to -American and British sealers
by the terms of the Paris award. The
commander of the Manning -pertineutly
remarks that ‘to oue on the grounds
seeing the workings of the . present
method of patrol and the results, it
appears ludicrous for the United States
and British governments to'be making
such efforts to prevent. their own Sealers
frem gathering in the seals, -thus pro-
tecting the herd ithat the Japanese may
come in and secure the cream of the
business.’

“This is a matter of grave import-
ance to the Pribyloff herd, and it would
seem that, if no ‘insistence is made re-
garding the other features of the Paris
arbitration, :the one requirement of the
award—the preservation of the 60-mile
limit—should be enforced against all-
comers. JXven if ithis government has
no property .right in the seals, which is
not granted—it would seem the proper
act of a .civilized nation to preserve the
60-mile zone free from hunting, so that
the female seals may safely gather food
for their young on the rookeries before
becoming targets ifor the guns and
spears of the hunters. TUnless the
Japanese government, as an interna-
tional courtesy, or for whatever reason,
forbids her vessels going to Behring
Sea and taking sedls in the G0-mile
zone, the existence of the seal herd will

Sriet

e
“The termns of the so-called Paris
award, embed@ied in the treaty of Feb-
ruary 29, 1892, between the TUnited
States and the British government and
incorporated in the act of April 6. 1894,
prohibit eitimems and subjects of the
two govermments ' from killing seals
within ~ the zone of 60 geographical
miles around the Pribyloff islands, and
forbid the killing of seals from May
1 to July 31, beth inclueive, in the
Pacific Ocean, imclusive of Behring Sea,
North of the 35th deg. of North latitude
and East of the one ‘hundred and eigh-
tieth- degree of lomgitude. he taking
of seals is restrieted to sealng vessels
only, and the use of nets, firearms and
‘axplosives is prohibited, -except that
shotguns may be used when fishing
takes place outside of Behring Sea dur-
ing'the season when it may be lawful
to -carry.on pelagie sealing.” . |
There can be no doubt that the action
not oul&oot the Japamese sealerx, but
of the vernment of Japan itself, is a
very serious matter in coenmection with
the future of the seal herd. The ac-
tivity of these sealers is extraordinary,
and laws and regulations seem to have
_absolutely no weight with them.

Technical Bducgtion—(Whiat- we are com-
{ng to)—*I've A really excellent, cook,
now. She Megl £ my photos for me!"

b}

contemporane-|

/' many verses.
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i % * He suddenly seized the officer
and endeavored to fling him over the ralls.”

ING to a well-known M. P.
~in- the lohby of “‘the .House  of
Commons one - night, the Hon.
Member (who js himself an auth-
ority on all things penal) observed:
“Many attempts have been made from
time to time to convey a clear idea of
what English prison life really is, but
although 4 have read almost everything
yet written upon the subject, my notions
are still very hazy, and I always feel
like ;one treading on slippery ground
whex‘ T approach it publicly.”

This remark of the honorable gentle-
man expresses very clearly what one
has long felt in connection with what
many .consider to be the most important
department of the public service; for
whilst “Red Books” and other similar
publications may impart some useful in-
formation as to the ground plan of a
prison, the number of bricks in the
building, the cubic space which it occu-
pies,' and the amount of £ s. d. which
it annually costs the country, they are
completely at sea in regard to facts
which 99 per cent. of the ordinary read-
ing public most desire to know some-
thing about—to wit, the inner life of our
penal establishments. -

In the series of prison articles here
commenced, the fullest and most reli-
able information <will be given Jn
respect to the ecomomic phase of tl{e
subject, but flesh and blood shall take
precedence of bricks and mortar. 8o
much by way of preamble. %

Apropos of “flesh and blood,” my
earliest prison recollections refer to one
whose “great bulk of limb and bound-
less’ mendacity have been the theme of
many discourses and the subject of
3 I allude to Arthur Orton,
alias Thomas de (Castro, alias Sir Roger
Charles Doughty Tichborne,,'Bart;,

I was standing in the centre “A hall
or “division” of (Pentonville prison on
the 2nd March, 1874, when my atten-
tion was drawn to this huge mass of
humanity. He had just then arrived at
the prison, under that terrible sentence
of 14 years’ penal servitude, passed upon
him by the then Lord iChief - Justice
(Cockburn). 2 :

The difficulties experienced by _judges,
juries and a host of legal illuminati to
furnish the “claimant”, with a npame
were trifles when compared with those
experienced by the executive aughorlt!es
at the “Model Prison” to furnish him
with a pair of breeches! Quoting from
notes made at the time, “Nothing that
a rathen extensive wardrobé could sup-
ply came within measurable distance of
those gigantic limbs, and it was not
until a certain sartorian genius, then
undergoing a sentence, took the matter
in hand and devised a suit of unknown
dimensions that “Sir Roger’” was in a
condition which allowed of his journey-
ing in public from Pentonville to Mil-
bank prison, where, as a '‘Roman Cath-
olic, the first stage of his sentence was
worked out.” ;
There were many distinguished pris-
oners in Pentonville during the ‘‘seven-
ties,” but, with the single exception of
the mnotorious “Charley Peace,” who
there wrote the confession which subse-
quently led to his execution at [Leeds,
and saved young Habron from the gal-
lows, none caused so much stir as the
great bank forgers, Macdonald and the
brothers Bidwell. :
It may be remembered that this trio
were €onvicted of a series of systematic
frauds by which the Bank of England
lost nearly £100,000. :
Sentenced to penal servitude for life,
they made a desperate bid for liberty
whilst detained at Newgate, and had
it not been for the clumsiness of a cer-
tain member of the gamg, there was
very little doubt at the ‘time but that at
least two of them would have got clear
away. :

As it was, a misunderstanding led to
the discovery of the plot, and on their
removal to Pentonville prison each con-
viet was placed im a specially-guarded
cell and . subjected to extraordinary
supervision.

I conversed with the junmior member
of this forging fraternity (Austen Byron
Bidwell) at Chatham prisen some years
later, and them learned much of the
private histery of that remarkable pris-
oner.

One little incident is worth recording
here, as illustrating the proverbial un-
smoothness of the course of true love.
Bidwell was enamored of a young lady
of great persenal beauty, to whom he
was subsequéntly married at the Eng-
lish embassy in Paris.

Scarcely had the nuptial knot been
tied ere the “bolt from the blue” fell;
the framdulemt practices of the con-
spirators were suddenly discovered by
a mere accident, and Bidwell with his
bride fled to Cuba, from which ‘“loop-
hole of retreat” he looked forth and
thonght he could defy the limbs o’ the
law who were in pursuit of the gang.
‘He had reckoned without his host! A
special extradition treaty was speedily
passed, Cuba ;gave up the fugitives, an_d
the bank forgers had to face the mu§l1’c
at the Old Bailey, with the result mebp-
tioned above, A

Nearly 1ineteen years later the sill
ardent lover was released by a special
order of the Home Secretary (in couse-
quence -of a conspicuous act of bravery
by which he saved the life of a fellow-
prisoner), and once more rejoined the
wife of his young days; but they were
again separated, by death, shortly after-
wards.

Contemporaries with Bidwell at Chat-
ham prison were the two Irish soldier’s,
O’'Brien and McCarthy, who were also
undergoing the dreadful life sentences
for am offence against military disci-
pline committed in Diblin during the
Fenian agitatien in the sixties,

I knew Johm O’Brien personally, and
indeed, with Bidwell we formed a kind
of triumwirate, which, -one has good
reason to believe, exercised an whole-
some infinence upen some. fellow-prison-
ers. Of McCarthy I saw but little
whilst at Chatham. ‘' He ‘was, however,
a most quiet, inoffensive man, and his
sad  end recalled the wery worst days
of the “slamghter house,” as that prison
was then appnrepriately «called.

‘When the Irish prisoners were Te-
leased, it may be remembered that a
public reeeption was given to them on
their return to Dublin. The large build-
ing in which the meeting was held was
packed from fleor to .ceiling, and the
greatest excitement prevailed amongst
the vast audience.

Poor McCarthy rose to his feet, in.re-
sponse to a call from the chair. and,
having given a brief but pathetic .ac-
count of his prison experiences at Chat-
ham, was .about to resume his seat
when he fell dead upon the platform!

Sudden deaths, smurders, suicides and
mutilations were much more -common in
those.days than they %re now, as a more
hnmane spirit has ‘been infused into the
administration of our prisons; fbut even
in these latter days some tragic scenes
are often witnessed by the inmates of
all penal establishments.

Jt is very rare indeed to find the
gevernor of a prison actually murdered
as was ‘Captain Price. But attacks on
prison warders are of frequent sccur-
rence, and I have seen no less than five
killed outright in my time; whilst the
number of those who have been maimed
and-injured for life at Chatham, Dart-
moor and Portland during the’ past 20
years is very large indeed,

I +was in the quarries at Portland
one afternoon wheu Warder L—— was
snddenly attacked from behind by two
prisoners (whom he had “reported” for
soma breach of discipline a few days
previously) and, nearly murdered. 3

(We had just returned to labor at

1:15 p.mn. when suddenly a leud “Oh!”:

was heard coming from the direction of

ithe cramne, and on looking ‘around 1saw

the two prisoners, ‘who had that after-
noon rejoined their party, standing over
the prostrate form of the warder. He
had been struck down by a blow on
the. side of the head, and just as I
caught sight of the up, one of the
prisdners was again a
unfortunate officer with a small “pick,”
which he held aloft in both hands.

Had the blow descended, there would
have been,an end to Warder T—'s
existence; but the ‘“crane man” seized
the uplifted weapon, and, three other
prisoners rushing upon the assailant, he
was at once thrown to the ground and
the pick wrested from his grasp.

One old convict drew out the small

nickel-plated whistle which every prison
warder is provided with, for the purpose
of summoning assistance whenever
needful, and, blowing away with might
and main, soon brought a number of
officials to the spot. *
. A convict gang deprived of its leader
is apt to become disorganized, and
things looked wvery ugly indeed before
the arrival of the relief officers, Order
was,. however, soon restored, and the
whole gang, surrounded’ b{l warders and
civil guards, was marched back to
prison and placed under lock and key.

Warder IL—— eventually recovered,
and is, I believe, still in the prison ser-
vice, but he had a ‘“narrow squeak,”
and the- brutal rufiians who  attacked
him were properly punished by a liberal
application of ‘“the cat” and a long addi-
tional term of imprisonment,

I happened to be in Parkhurst prison
a short time ago when a deliberate at-
tempt to murder one of the most
fatherly warders in that large establish-
ment was made by a convict undergoing
15 years’ penal servitude for an assault
upon his superior officer in the army.

This man had some grudge against
Warder M——, who was in charge of
the ‘‘cleaners’” party, and as the gang
was at work on one of the top landings
of the prison he suddenly seized the
officer and endeavored Wb fling him over
the rails. Had he succeeded in doing
s0, poor M——might have been Kkilled;
but some fellow prisoners came to the
warder’s assistance and pounced upon
the aggressor, who was at once taken
to the punishment cells to await trial
by the director, who always has power
to deal with such cases. Warder M—
only suffered from shock and was soon
able to resume his  duties, whilst the
convict was sentenced to 14 days’ bread-
and-water diet, put in leg-irons, and de-
prived of all “class” privileges for three
months, in addition' to which he for-
feited 720 remission marks.

The latter part of the sentence did
not, however, affect the prisoner, as
within twelve months of the occurrence,
and before he had completed three years
of his original sentence, he was one day
found dead in his cell, having commit-
ted suicide by cutting his throat.

Speaking of suicides, these “reminis-
cences” wouldinot be complete were one
to omit the case of the convict F—,
whose dreadful end caused such a pro-
found sensation in Parkhurst prison just
before i left that establishment. i
The first time he had ever beend in
prison F—— was undergoing the crush-
ing sentence of penal servitude for MNfe,
He had completed no less than 17 years
of that sentence at the time of the
tragiq occurrence I am about to relate,
and, as under a standing order of the
Home Office, life senterced men are
generally released (on license) when they
have been twenty years in prison, he
would have had but three years more
to serve, when, probably worn out and
completely demoralized by his long im-
prisonment, he resolved upon putting an
end to it by taking his own life. En-
gaged in a gang which carried on its
operations upon the top landing of “AY
hall, he one day watched his opportu-
nity; and, when the warder in charge
of the party was occupied with another
prisoner, deliberately flung himself over
the railings, and, falling a distance of
nearly 80 feet, alighted on his head and
was almost instantly killed,

In most prisons there is a wire guard
running along the whele lemngth of eaeb
hall and about 20 feet from the ground,
thus breaking the fall and preventing
any would - be suicide from descending
to the flags beneath.

Unhappily this protective netting was
not then slung up in “A” hall, although
it has since that sad affair ‘been placed
there. *

I chanced to be walking into that hall
at the time of the occurrence, and saw
two warders mopping up a pool of
blood from the spot where the hapless
prisoner had fallen. He had just been
carried over to the hospital, but he was
then, of course, unconscieus, and died
shortly afterwards.

It was in conmection with this painful
incident that a certain “prison poet”
composed the pieece, since published,
commencing with the lines:

One more poer mumeral
Gone to his end!
Jgnorant rumeor, will
Foolishly send
From the false jaws .of it,
Not the real eause of it,
Nor the true laws of it,
i Or whither they tend. §

I wish space would permit of a repro-
duction of the entire composition, butl
have already exceeded the limit allowed
me, and must conclude this chapter of
“reminiscences” by referring to the
case of poor M , who, within six
weeks of IF ’s death, was found dead
in his cell, when the warder first un-
locked his cell deor on the 21st of Feb-
ruary. Unlike F——, this man had been
in prison before, and was then under-
going 20 years’ pemal servitude for at-
terpting to murder his wife,

The woman subsequently recovered,
and when her husband had completed
about eight or mnine years of his sen-
tence, tidings reached him that she had
got into trouble.

M—— brooded over his misfortune to
such an extent that his 'mind appeared
to have given way. He was “admitted”
to the hospital, where he remained for
some time, He aecused the medical
staff of “neglect and ill-treatment”—a
charge which, after careful inVestiga-
tion, I found to be wholly unfounded.

M——was discharged from the infirm-
ary suddenly, and a few days later he
was found in his cell, suspended from
the ventilator attached to the cell win-
dow, and quite dead. He had tied a
boot-lace around his threat on the pre-
vious evening, and, attaching it to a
strip of linen torn from his sheets,
strangled himself,

An inquest was, of course, held in the
prison the mnext day, and the wusual
stereotyped verdict — “temporary insan-
ity”—was returned. 5

But what produced the insamity?
That M—— was not “insane” at the
date of his conviction and sentence is
clear, as he would in that ease have
been-sent to Broadmoor lunatic asylum.

Perhaps the explanation of this and
many other similar fatalities which
have occurred in prisons within the past
twenty years is to be found in the de-
scription ‘given of our prison system by
Sir BEdmund du Cane, who has publicly
declared that “our prison regimen im-
posés upon all under it an artificial
state of existence, contrary to that
which mature has set up as the condi-
tions of moral, mental and physical
health.”
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New York, Jan. 8.—The prics of coal
has been advamced ‘to £9.50 as a mini-
mum, and some anthracite has:been sold
as high as $12.50. A number of Jarge
dealers have comsulted over the situa-
tion, and it is probable that a: meeting
will .be held today to promulgate a
echedule of retail prices. The indepen-

dent operators met in this <city  and
agreed mot to sell coal at less than  $10
a ton to the dealers. ‘Thecoal roads, it
was said by some of the officialg, would
continue to sell gt $5§ a ‘ton. .
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Chief Commissie
and Works Iinterviewed at
. Vancouver.

The Vancouvep News-Advertiser publish-

.

ut to strike the [ W

the
minster- bridge, wi he eaid last night,
was likely to be settled.

Questioned as’ to the accurmack of the
Teport from Vietoria that the government
intended to grant foreshore concessions,
Mr, Wells said the government was now,
dealing with the matter, but that no leases
Lad yet been given. i ¥

*Will concessions be granted before the

ouse d&

“It is' not likely that they will be,” said
Mr. Wells. “It all. depends upon the ac-
tion of theg applicants, who will have six
menths wicthin which to make their sur-
veys. Of course, any application for loca-
tion, which there is no difficulty in agsign-

g2, can be dealt with so-soon as the ap-
puTclslmt complies with the conditions.”

the government
Fed last session agreed not to grant fore-
shore leases. B

Mr. Wellsracknuowledged that there ho
been a great deal of disc on the sub-
ject, but remarked that the government
had not given such a pro: as that. The
understanding was that the leases would
not be granted "until the conditions were
perfected. “The ' conditioms,” said he,
“l.ave now Dbeen fully defined, under which
tocations shall be .allotted. These Jeases
are given umder the Land Aet, which en-
able the government to grant a lease for
fshing purposes, and to make conditions,
which it thinks necessary, for the protec-
tion of the industry.

Asked what the conditions would be, the
Minister said that the tenure of the lease
would be five yeans, the locations would
be limited to a half-mile frontage, and
there would be am annual rental of $100.
In the event of the foreshore being used
for trap fishing, the government will coilect
# tax of so much per thousand upon the
tish caught. The amount of this tax has
not yvet been decided on.

‘“T'he proposed concessions are not neces-
sarily for trap fishing, then?’ Mr. Wells
was- asked.

Mr. Wells explained that the use of traps
depended upon the Dominjon government,
and that a strong argument in favor of
making the foreshore grants now, was that
those to whom they were made, would be
in a better position to get the Dominion
government to act in the matter.

Mr. Wells was asked if the government
had yet dome anything relative to the
projected transfer of the Westminster
bridge to a railway company. He wmaid
that the proposals made at the time had
not been further considered, and intimated
that the proposition had been abandoned.

THE LUCKY ONES.

School Trustees and License Commis-
sioners in Vancouver,
Vancouver, Jan. 8.—(Special.)—At the
elections for licenge commissioners and
school trustees today, the following

were successful:

License Commissioners—W. Hunt, H.
McKee.

School Trustees—T. Duke, D. Donald-
son and W. J. McGuigan,
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PANAMA CANAL.

German Offer H;Been Made For
Shares,

Paris, Jan. 8.—Edouard Lanpre, sec-
retary of the new Panama Canal com-
pany authorized the :Associated Press to
say that the reports that a German of-
fer of $40,000,000 has been made to
the company for the Panama canal con-
cessions and property. The negotiations
are, he added, confined to the United
States.

o
U. S. STEmw.
Applications of Employees For Shares.

New York, Jan. 8.—An official of the
United States Steel corporation reports
that applications to the amount of 26,-
400 shares thus far have been made by
12,000 employees who wish to
avail themselves of. the profit-sharing
plan. The original proposition. called
for the distribution - of only,. 25,000
shares, but the exact stock possibly will
be bought in the open “mark=t.

o

BUBONIC PLAGUE
Report of Conditions on Mexicau Fron-
uer.

Tucson, Ariz., Jan. 8.—Information to
the Star from the office of the Secretary
of State of Hermosillo concerning the
plague situation is as follows:

“The strictest quaranrine is maintain-
ed at Guaymas against Mazatlan.. A
cordon of soldiers has been established
from tidewater on the boundary line be-
tween the states of Sonora and Sinaloa,
the soldiers being stationed within sight
of each other along the entire distance,
with instructions to shoot anyone en-
deavoring to pass the line. The strict-
est kind of patrol is kept along tte
coast. No passports are issued to sths
to clear from '‘Guaymas, and no ships
are;"allowed to enter from any point
Gunaymas is depending entirely upon he:
own resources for subsistence. The
most thorough system of fumigation
and sanitary regulations has been adont-

"

San Francisco, Jan. 8.—Gov. Gage, in
his biemnial message to the legisiuture,
reiterates his former ' statement that
there mever has beer and is_not now
any bubonic plague in San TFrancisco.
He eays the visit of Surgeon-General
Wyman and his assistant, Dr. Glennon,
and their examination of health condi-
tions here will save the state Prom ail
further annoyance of threats of impro-
per quarantine and of inaccurate revoc{s
growing out of reckless investigations.
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MADAME HUMBERT.

Her Preliminary Hearing Going on in
Paris,

Paris, Jan, 8.—Therese Humbert was
interrogated today for the first time
since her arrest, the questioning being
conducted by M. Leydu,  judge of in-
struction. Mme. Humbert traversed the
courty=rd of the. prison to the under-
ground passage leading to the Judge’s
chamber- with a proed and energetic
bearing, Ste met the giances of persons
she encouttered on the way with much
assurancs, Lawyer Robert was present
at the examination in behalf of the ac-
cused. Mme Humbert was well pre-
pared to geo through with the ordeal as
she workedghalf of last night arrang-
ing answers to such questions as she
thonght likely to be asked. It is re-
ported -that to M. Leydu’s: questions she
replied with mauch: arrogacee. and con-
fidence. She categorically -refused, how-
ever, to answer a single question re-
garding the Crawfords or their ' mil-
lions, saying she reserved her replies
in this connection for her trial, when
she - wonld tell. absolutely .everything.
Mme, Humbert said she took the en-
tire responsibility of the whole affair
upon her own shoulders, and that her
family ' had nothing to do with it. The
foregoing -is- the latest version of the
questioning, hut as the proceedings be-
fore Judge Leydu were private, it is
impessible accurately to ascertain what
occurred. A :report. was .current earlier,
in the day to the effect that Mme. Hum-
hert declared the whole story of the
Crawfords-and their millions to be trye,
and that the:Orawfords really existed,
and that in good time they weuld ap-
pear and confound her enemies.
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ALL CANADIAN SHOW.

ontreal M Favor One at = Toronto—
M s t'I“Amn and Ocean.

Montreal, Jan. 8. The §fon

al braneh of the Canadian' Mamu

missfonér of Lards| R

er | town lots to
| farm flands

Huron, Hmus m
The object is to provide for
J ultural . produets - of
ba and . ern nada
United States. It would be the shortest
route between the forementioned lakes and
ocean navigation between Amenrica and
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A COOL FISHERMAN.

From Forest and Stream.

Row slowly now—a ‘little nearer to
‘the shore—There, that’s right—Steady,
now—This eddy looks like a good place
—The left oar, just a little—There,
that’s. fine—Just by these lilypads a
large one was caught the other day—
iGee, whiz! did you see that?—A strike,
and he was a beauty, too—An eight-
pounder, I'll bet—Bdck water, quick,
till I try him again—Steady, now—This
is the place—] guess we’ve missed im,n
—No, by jove! there he was again—He's
got it!=Turn her out into deep water—
‘He's in the lilypads now, aund.a goner,
sure—Thunderation! and he was a mon-
ster—Must have weighed at« least ten
pounds—No, there he is—He is still
hooked—He is all right—He is free
from the lilies—He is free—Steady, now
—Put the oars in the boat—See the pole;
he.bends it nearly double—And doésn’t
Ae make the reel sing—Now, he has
turned—He is coming towards us—
Mand me that landing mnet—Quick,
‘Quick! Hé is going under the boat—
He will snap the line—Holy smoke!
there he goes—Grab the line—Grab the
line, I say—Have you got it?—Keep
him fast, now—Just a second—Steady,
now—There he goes into the net—Here
he is in the boat—We have him—He is
safe—And isn’t he a beanty?—Isn’t he
a beauty, a dandy, a crac—g:erjuck, a
peach?—He will go above siX pounds,
if he weighs an ounce—Wasn’t he
lively ?—Did you see .him make that

three-foot leap outof the water?—You |

didn’t?—Man, where were your eyes?—
Row in, now, and we will weigh him—
How much did you say?—Four pounds
and two ounces?—Pshaw! that can’t be
right—Your scales are not accurate—
‘Well, he’'s a beauty, anyway—It took a
full half hour to tire him out and land‘
him—Three minutes, did you say ?7—Oh!
you're mistaken—That can’t possibly be
—_It was surely longer than'that——He
was a fighter to the last—Ex?xted, when
I caught him—Naw! not a bit—Cool as
a cucumber, just as I am now—He cer-
tainly is a beauty.

Couhcil.of the
Boar.d of Trade

Matters Dealt With at the
Regular - Meeting Held
Yesterday.

Movehent In Eastern Canada
To Make Lord Strathcona
Governor-General.

The council of the Board of Trade
held its regular monthly meeting in the
Board of 'I'rade rooms yesterday morn-
ing at 11 o'clock. It is noticeable that
the Board of Trade meetings are latter-
ly being much better attended by the
members than was the case heretofore;
and as they are invariably opened sharp
on time by President L. G. McQuade,
no time is lost in getting down to busi-
ness. " ;

There were present at yesterday’'s
meeting of the council L. G. McQuade,
in the chair; 8. J. Pitts, Simon Leiser,
T. W. Paterson, Capt. J. G. Cox, D. R.
Ker, J. A. Mara, C. H. Lugrin, J. H.
Thomson and Lindley Crease. ;

A letter was read from President
Graves  of the White Pass & Yukon
railway. Secretary Elworthy  re-
ported that acting <~ under instruc-
tions from the president of | the
board he had written Mr. Graves,
who - was in the ©Old Country,
stating that the board had noticed that
the company contemplated closing its
Seattle office and removing to Victoria
or Vancouver. He had pointed out the
advantages of Victoria as a location
for the office of the company and Mr.
Graves had replied that the matter had
been referred to Mr. Newill. - The sec-
retary was now in a position to inform
the board that the White Pass & Yu-
kon Railway company had opened offices
in the Board of Trade building on Janu-
ary 1st last.

Richard Taylor, secretary of the
*Longshoremen’s union, wrote qskmg
the board to use its good offices in se-
curing an amicable settlement of the
differences which had arisen between
the union and Mr. ‘Alex. McDermott re-
garding - the scale of wages paid ’long-
shoremen. The council considered this
an important matter affecting mater;a)ly
the interests of the port, a committee
consisting of Capt. Cox, 'S. J. Pitts and
the president, Mr. McQuade, was 4ap-
pointed to carry out, if possible, the
object sought.

A communication was read from the
Nelson Board of Trade endorging the
attitude of the silver-lead miné owners,
which was recently held at Kaslo, also
a copy of the proceedings of the meet-
ing. The matter was considered at some
length and finally the secretary was au-
thorized to wire the delegation now at
Ottawa that thé board heartily approves
of the action which had been taken by
the silver-lead mine owners .of Koo-
tenay.

The secretary presented a prospectus
of the British and Colonial Industrial
Exhibition, which is to be held in South
Africa during November, December,
January and February, 1903-4. The
prospectus was ordered placed on file
in the library, where it may be seen by

Toronto, Dec. 22nd, 1902.
The Secretary Board of Trade, Victoria,
B L .

Dear Sir,—We send you herewith a copy
of 1 letter sent by us to the members of
ihe ‘Dominion Cabinet, and would be glad
\¢ the ddea contained in it would be dis-
‘cussed by your body and the enclosed peti-
tion signed and forwarded tg the govern-
‘ment, Yours truly, .

ARTHUR W. ROEBUCK,
Secretary Single Tax Association.
Petition to the Honorable the Membens of

the House of Commons of the Dominion
of Canada:

This Petition of the showeth that:

Whereas the increased traffic and the
n:ecessity for access to the unsettled lands
demand that a new transcontinental rafl-
roawd shall be comstructed) in the mnear fu-
ture through this Dominion,

Therefore your petitioners ‘request that
no charter be given to a private corpora-
tion, but that this road be constructed as
a public work, and that sufficient lands
suitably located along the route he reserved
for the payment thereof.

{ 317 Markham Bt.,
Toronto, Dec. 20th, 1002.
Sir,—The rapid development of the North-
west with #ts emormous increase im the
production of grain has mmade the construc-
tion of a new ‘Pacific raliway necessary to
telieve the traffic congestion and to factl-
.ftate the opening up and eettling of that
yonq

-2031 dt M'&he INqUYy WoJy UWOedluNuwuwod
part Dominion. In response to this
need the Grand Trunk railway is proposing
to ‘build a Fine and 48 asking for government
3uIMo[[0] Y] PEOL USY) AIB}aJO9S AT, .
aild in the, shape of money or lamds..: We
most e protest. agalnst granting
aid to private corporations for
any such purpose, and urge 'the government
anyone intepested.
1o consttuet the road as 'a natfonal work.
‘llglgo;dﬂ to (21 80 without nnd-z;]i’;y burder-
. country, wex respectfull
the following pl : let a strip of land
fifteen or twenty mies wide, each

. , 1pon
nwjedthepmpmed’_ road be reserved for
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dand it

leasing of ‘these lands.

day out all ‘townsites,
actual overs only

to settlers only; the g

lands being, of course,
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rallway would thus contribute to tie tbuedd-
Ling of the road X ohe
LR o

Crerated by the government or leased ¥
4 term of years to the Grand ‘fTunk or amy:
other railway company, sunject to abs
ested that the board should lay the
acts of the case before the ' Imperial
Government and press upon it the neces-
Sity of constructing a larger dock at
Esquimalt. ' The majority of the board,
however, was opposdd to any suech ac-
tion on the ground that the Imperiak
Governmen_t is’probably better informed
on the subject than anyone on the spat.
The matter was then dropped. X
‘ “'he approaching’ convention of Atlin
mining men was discnssed informally,
and it was unaniniously decided to tem-
der the use of the board room to the-
visitors, to welcome them to the: eity,
and show them every possible courtesy.
Other important matters were then
discussed, but they are not sufficiently
iconirol of rates by the government. In this
way the road may be built without addimg
a d the tax burden of the
as the increase in value of the lands in the
b ed: strip alome -would suffice to. buld
the road, and the returns from the disposal
Gemption Sf the Dende: Soth DAL
e my n o 1 ‘both 4
interest. The advantages ’ort[p
fre numerous and obwvious. The
no reservation of. alternate b
has ‘done so much to isolate sebtlers. in.
older parts of the Northwest. The
itself will be worth its cost, and without
any inerease in the net debt of the cous-
try. In less than twenty years the sale of
lands yould pay for the road and leave it
a clear addition to the assets of the Do-
minion, while the new outlet for the Nosth-
west trade will contribute materially to the
prosperity of the whole country,
inducing a great increase in- the number of
setiiers in our mew territories.

It was received and filed.

The secretary of the Chamber
lCommerce of Montreal wrote as
ows:

To ithe President] of the Board of Trade.
Victoria, B. C. i
Dear Sir,—I have the hoaor, by di :
to submit to your kind/ consideratiom, the -
LEnglish text of a resolution unanimously
adopted by our ‘Chamber, in reference to
the future Governor<General of Canada.
Hoping to hedr favorably ¢rom you at
your earliest convenience, and thanking yoa
in anticipation, 1 am, Dear Sir, yours re--

spectfully,
JOS. HAYNES,
)

Whereas, the Imperial ' government :
be called in the mnear ruglfre, <0 dpp:ﬁ
the next Governor-General of Canada, and
considering that the names of some of the-
most eminent political men of the Eunpire
‘have already been suggested,

Be it resolved, that in the interest of
Canada and that of the British Empire at
large, the time has come [for the Chambesr-
of ‘Commerce of .the District of Montread,.
representing the business community teo
ingite our federal government to respectfol-
Iy  call the afttention of the Imperial au’-
thorities, on the opportunity of appointing
to that high and responsible position, ome
of our most pre-eminent statesmen, Lord
Stratheona and Mount Royal, whose lfe-
and energies have unsparingly been spent.
to further the interests of Canada ana.
those of the British Empire. s

Be it further resolved, that the secre-
tery be instructed to transmit copies of "
this resolution to the different Chambers
of Commerce of the Dominion ,for approvas
and support, and that they be requested
te forward their own resolution at their
eaniest convenience, to the Honorable?"
Secretary of State of Canada for transmés-
sion to the Imperial authorities.

D. MASSON, Prest.
JOS.  HAYNES, %

The board, while highly appreciating :
the eminent services rendered by His
Lordship in th® interests of Camada
considered that the matter was outside-
its province, and the secretary of the
Montreal Board of Trade will be sp in--
formed.

Thg question of dry dock facilities at-
Esquimalt’ was then taken up. It was:
pointed out that increased dockage fa--
cilities - would have to be provided te-
accommodate the immense steaméhips:-
which are now building and will be
placed on the run to Oriental ports. This.
caused mention of the fact also that.
larger warships werse likely to be sent
to this station. eral members sug-
advanced to admit of report at the pres--
ent time,

'Secretargy Elworthy reported that his-
bond had expired, and by a unanimous
vote it was decided to immediately re-
new the same.

The quarterly general meeting of the
_board will be held on Friday next at
3 p. m. Among the matters which will
come up for consideration are: Improve-
ment of the West Coast and Sound
steamer services, and extensiom of the
Island railway to the North end of the
Island. Members desiring other matters
to be taken up are asked to notify the-
secretary,
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ACHILLES EN ROUTE.

First of Ocean Steamship ICo.’s Kledt
Sails From Liverpool. ©~ - °

The British steamer Achilles, first of
the big Ocean Steam Ship (Co.’s liners,.
running in conjunction with the China
Mutual fleet, to come to Victoria, leaves-
Liverpool today with general cargo for
Victoria, and Tacoma, as well as the
many ports of call en route around the
world to this port via the Suez canal,
the ‘Straitg Settlements and China and
Japan, The ‘Achilles, which is gne of
the three dozen liners ot the Ocean
Steam Ship company, all named after
the mythical heroes of old Greece, is a
fine freight carrier of 7,043 tons gress,
and about a thousand tons larger than
any of the China Mutual liners’ whieh
have yet visited this port, although there
are some of the vessels flying the China
Mutual flag now en route, which will
arrive before her of much’ larger capac-
ity, the Ning Chow which is to leave
Yokohama for Victoria in a few days
being a vessel of 9,100 tons.

This week circulars for 1903 were re-
ceived from Liverpool announcing the
joint service by the Ocean Steamship
Co.,.[Ltd., which is the ‘‘Blue KFunnel”’
line, and the China Mutual Steam Na-
vigation Co., Ltd., between *“Glasgow
and - Liverpool* and Tacoma,” carrying
cargo on through bills of lading to Vie-
toria, ‘Vancouver, Seattle, Portland,
San Francisco and other Pacific Coast
points, steamers leaving Liverpool every
28 days.

The circular further announces the
list of sailing dates “from Tacoma and
Victoria, each 28 days, for Yokohama,
Kobe, Hongkong, Liverpool and Gilas-
gow, carrying cargo on through bills
of lading for all ports in Japan, China,
Manila, Singapore, Penang, Colombo,
Western  Australian and Eurepean
ports.”

The total fleet of the ocean steamers
operated jointly by these two companies
numbers in all 49 steamers. Of' these
three are over 9,000 tons gross register,"
eleven are over 7,000, and the balamce
of the fleet range from 3,000 to 7,000
tohs. The China Mutual fleet includes
13 steamers, three of which, the Ping
Chow, Keemun and Oanfa are 9,100
tons gross. The Moyune will be the
next outbound steamer of this line, sail-
ing for Liverpool via ports on Thursday
next.

Steamer Glenogle sailed yesterday for
Kobe and Oriental ports with a eargo
valued at $102.000; on her last voyage
under the Northern Pacific flag, for om
arrival at Hongkong her charter expires
and she reverts back to her owners, Me-
Gregor, €o., owners of the Glem
line of steamers, many of which bave
been here in past years. She did not
call here. The release of the Glenogle
laves the~ Nofthityn Pacific withoub a
chartered steamer in operation... One by
one the well kno: ,T‘gt.'whk‘h inched- -

ueen e, Clavering, - ’

Fife and Glenogle; have -been’ released
as_their ‘charters -expired, leaviit wow
only -the Tacoma, Ol ‘and Vicherki
of ‘the old Ylue, ‘and thése latter Three
are owned by the Northern Pacifier
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