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this?"
"He did," said Bertie in a low 

voice. “He had been, as he has al­
ways” been, the truest, staunchest 
triend through—this trouble. It was 
he who advised me to go abroad, who 
gave me the sympathy and counsel of 
a brother.. I owe it to him that I did 
not give way and go to the bad-----”

He stopped and raised his eyes-- 
they were moist—to the spot where 
Olivia sat.

Mr. Edgar saw the glance, and his 
own eyes grew keen.

“I am sorry to have to ask you the 
question, but I must do it Was the 
lady with whom you were in love, 
Miss Vanley?”

Bertie flushed, then he raised his 
head, and said in a low voice:

“It was Miss Vanley.”
“Now Mrs. Bradstone?” said Mr. 

Edgar.
Olivia covered her face with her 

hands, feeling that every eye was fix­
ed upon her. Then she withdrew her 
hands and looked full at Bertie with 
an expression of sisterly love and 
Pity.

“And Lord Clydesfold knew of your 
devotion? Now, Lord Granville, I am 
going to ask you a question which may 
give you and others pain; but I am 
fighting for my client's, your friend’s, 
life, and I charge you answer it! Have 
you reason to believe that Lord 
Clydesfold also loved that young la­
dy?”

Bertie started, and his face 
pale, then he said :

“I did not think so, but-----"
“Go on.”
“I think so now!”
The crowded court swayed to and 

fro in its intense excitement, and 
looked from the pale face of the pris­
oner to Bertie, and then to Olivia as 
she sat white as a statue, her eyes 
fixed on vacancy, and yet seeing the 
dark, sad ones of the prisoner.

Mr. Edgar’s brain went to work. He 
was still in the dark, and yet he began 
to feel as if a glimmer of light were 
penetrating the mystery.

“Knowing that he was already mar­
ried, he would not admit this to you?”, 
he asked.

“No, a thousand times no!” said 
Bertie. “I have already said my 
friend is the soul of honor,” 
half-turned to the dock.

Mr. Edgar bowed to him.
“Thank you, Lord Granville, 

call Mr. Vanley.”
The poor squire went into the box, 

Bertie taking his hand and pressing 
it as he passed.

“How pale and worried the poor 
squire do look!” murmured a man,

tightly; Bertie stood close beside her, 
her father Just below her. Mr. Edgar 
arranged his notes to give her a few 
moments to prepare herself, then he 
said :

“Mrs. Bradstone, I deeply regret 
having to call you, and believe me I 
will cause you as little pain as possi­
ble, and will detain you not one mo­
ment longer than I am obliged. You 
know Lord Clydesfold—that is, Mr. 
Faradeane?”

“Yes,” came from her pale lips.
“He is as close a friend of youré as 

he is^of your father’s?"
"Yes." . '
“Did you know that he was mar­

ried?”
“No,” and a spasm of pain passed 

over her lovely face.
“You did not, until this morning, 

here in court?”
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“I ask you—I am sorry to have to 
do so—has Lord Clydesfold ever ex­
pressed his love for you?”

It was an awful moment
She raised her eyes bravely.
"Yes.” *
“When?”
“He spoke—In an unguarded mo­

ment—a few words; that was all.”
“And recalled them instantly, I 

Imagine?”
“He did; ah, yes, he did!” she said.
“Did he know that you were engaged 

to Mr. Bradstone; did you tell him?”
“I did."
"So that,” said Mr. Edgar, with one 

eye on the Jury, “he knew there would 
be no hope of winning you, even if he 
were free?”

“No,” she answered, faintly.
“And you still continued friends?”
“Yes.” '
“Such friends that you would have 

gone to him in any trouble?”
“Ah, yes!” she breathed.
“Then you married Mr. Bradstone, 

with whom you were in love?” he
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Olivia’s Testimony.
The squire shook his head silently.
“Look at the revolver again. You 

see those initials? Is it usual for Lord 
Clydesfold to cut his initials—the in­
itials of his assumed name—on arti­
cles belonging to him?”

“No. I never knew him to do such 
a thing before.”

“Do you consider that those initials 
have been recently cut, Lord Gran­
ville?”

“Really, my lord,” said Mr. Sewell, 
“this is not evidence.”

“I shall not interfere,” said the 
Judge, almost grimly.

“They are recently cut,” said Bertie. 
“It never belonged to Lord Clydesfold. 
He wouldn’t have bought a revolver of 
this description ; a trumpery, a silver- 
plated thing!” and he put it from him 
with a gesture of contempt which 
made the crowd exchange glances.

“You left England suddenly, Lord 
Granville,” said Mr. Edgar; “you saw 
your friend Lord Clydesfold before 
you left?”

“I did; a few hours before. I have 
cause to remember it.”

Mr. Edgar pricked up his ears.
“May I ask you what you mean?” 

he said. “Will you tell us why you 
left England?”

Bertie glanced for one half-second 
toward the pale, lovely face which to 
him was like a star in the < 
crowded court.

“Must I answer that?” he said,
“You must”
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said the squire, gravely.
"He was a friend of Lord Clydes 

fold’s. I will call him next. He is ii: 
court, I suppose?” and he looked 
around.

“He is not in court. He is abroad,’ 
said the squire.

Mr. Edgar’s eyes glittered.
“Abroad,

have all to be dispose

he said, as it carelessly. 
“Why has he gone abroad?”

“He was called by business.”
“When did he leave, sir?” asked Mr. 

Edgar.
“Two nights ago," said the squire.
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and not leav

to others,” said Mr. Sewell.
“I see no reason to interfere,” sai.l 

the judge again.
“When did you see him last?”
The squire thought a moment be­

fore answering.
“When did Mrs. Bradstone see him 

last?” asked Mr. Edgar again.
The squire paused a second.
“On the wedding day.”
Mr. Edgar began to fidget with his 

brief; his keen eyes veiled by their 
lids.

“The tidings of the murder were 
brought into the hall while the wed­
ding party was waiting, and—and my 
daughter fell in a swoon. She has been 
ill for some time since—is ill 
and the squire’s voice quavered.

Mr. Edgar inclined his head.
“Be assured,
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QUARTS

low as it was, reached the farthest 
corner of the court:

“Yes, I loved him.”
Faradeane’s face worked, and he 

sank down In the chair that had been 
provided for him, and leaned his head 
upon his hand.

The crowd drew a long breath. 
Surely there had never been so en­
joyable a sensation as this!

Mr. Edgar, still groping for light, 
went on:

“Again my duty compels me to ask 
you why, if you loved Lord Clydesfold, 
and knew nothing of his marriage, did 
you marry Mr. Bradstone?"

Intense silence.
Her face went white, almost death­

like; then M(. Edgar pointed to the 
Testament on which she had sworn.

“The whole truth you have sworn!” 
he said.

“Because”—her voice faltered—"be­
cause he promised to give me the
money to save my father-----”

(To he Continued.)
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The squire. In a low yet distinct 
voice, told the story the reader knows 
so well.

“Do you think him capable of com­
mitting a murder?”

“Quite—quite incapable,” said the 
squire, and he was about to leave the 
box, when Mr. Edgar stopped him with 
a question.
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now,
“I—I left in consequence of a great 

disappointment,” said poor Bertie, his 
face downcast.

“A love disappointment?” asked Mr. 
Edgar, who would have spared no one 
in his endeavor to save the client who 
would not stretch out a finger to save 
himself. “Did Lord Clydesfold know of

s,tu,th,tf'that you
have my sympathy, and that of all 
well-intentioned men. But it is my 
painful duty to ask you more ques­
tions. She has not SKINNER’S
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cept a reduced price to clear.

Brad­
stone since the wedding day?”

“You cannot ask him that; how can 
he answer it with any certainty?” said 
Mr. Sewell, as if really his patience 
at these irregular questions had be­
come exhausted.

“Good,'.’ said Mr.
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J. C. BAIRD
Edgar, promptly. 

“I call Mrs. Bradstone.”
A thrill ran through the court; and 

suddenly Faradeane leaned forward 
and laid his hand on Mr. Edgar's 
shoulder.

“No!” he said, sternly.
Mr. Edgar looked up at him with 

respectful firmness.
“Pardon me,
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"Mrs. Bradstone, please I”

Olivia rose trembling, and now, for 
the moment, her pale face was crim­
son. Bertie sprang forward and gave 
her his arm, and she walked Into the 
box. And'now, for the first time, the 
calm demeanor which the prisoner 
bad maintained with apparently- no 
effort, broke down.
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Eggs and Bolter !He was seen to 
tremble, and his hands clasped and 
unclasped each other on the edge of 
the dock.

Aa she passed, she raised her eyes 
to his, and looked at him with such a 
steadfast gaze of pity and trust and 
devotion, that his own gaze faltered, 
and, with an almost audible groan for 
the suffering she was about to en­
dure, he turned bis bead away.
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