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THE PILEATED WOODPECKER
By J. A. MUNRO

1 #The Pileated Woodpecker—the 
aristocrat of the Woodpecker 
family—would fittingly serve as an 
emblem for our Canadian heritage 
of timbered solitudes. A permit 
by instinct, shunning the company 
of his lesser relatives, he seeks in 
lonfcUtr and quiet enjoyment the 
fastness of the heaVy timber 
Avoiding tile cobltricUd wood-lot 
and the forests of coniferous

speciesLike many 
Woodpecker the Pilêated may be 
seen at all seasons of the year, but 
it is most likely that wintering! 

birds are not the individuals pro-1 
sent during the summer for there | 

is a migratory movement in spring ! 
.and autumn. During the winter i 
they have their regular beats or j 
p-atrcls tlir ugh certain stands of I 
timber—patrols in the sense that 
the birds are acting as guardians : 
of our timber, for they spend their 
lives in hunting down and destroy i 
ing the boring grubs that menace j 
our forests. Whn tlvJr da vs1 
work is over and their hunger | 
satisfied th’ Woodpeckers retire tdj 
certain old nesting holes where, j 
secure from predatory animals and | 
Horned Owls, tin y pass the long I 
winter nights in warmth and safety. 
They reach their roosts early in the 
evening by the same route through 
the forest and at about the „ same 
time each day. Their approach is 
usually heralded by a loud. harsh 
Kak. Kak. Kak; a spirited cry of 
great carrying power that is seldom 
used during the day.

In southern British Ccmimbia 
nesting begins early in May. The 
"*rst "‘s a„ chiselled hole in a tre#

second growth, he makes no true' 
wi!h civil! Nation and r. lives to 
greater seclusion as tin logg.ng 
gang and s;ittl T encroach upon 
his natural territory. Through the 
silence of the and nt woods his 
mating call resounds—a reverb-;ra 

ing tait too—whilst h:r echoing ^
blows as lie chisels into a tree for 
some boring grub arr*st atten­
tion and the CJash of vivid scarlet 
as he flies through the trees. 

monvntariVy vitalizing the wilder­
ness, gives a pleasurable thrill to 
the fortunate travtlier.
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ed through iha work of the Pileated 
Woodpeckers and their leaser re 
latives. f

The larvae of wood borers, a 
group of beetles which attack fellet. 
timber, are also eagerly sought by 
this industrious forester. Wood 

‘boring beetles of various genera
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The woodsman and the pioneer 
identify him by a variety of namês 
the most popular being Log«coc.k: 
Woodcock, and Redheadud Wood 
•eck. r. Such a plenitude of 

vernacular Jndithtee the interebt 
he creates—an interest that is ap­
parent even among those in whom 
btnfllfe arouses no special etv- 
thusiasm.

standing timber or in saw logs that 
have been left in the woods and the 
sultant larvae bore into the sap- 
wood where they make complicated 
gallery systems. The wood «dual 
manufactured during these excava­
tions UUSjected through various en­
trance tunnels in the bark and falls 
groundward to accumulate ;« little 
heaps. This Is the outward evidence 
that grubs are at work and the log 
or tree in process of dissolution, 
soon to be rendered unmarkztable. 
But should there also be saucer or 
cone shaped cavities in the bark o. 
the infests d tree, such marks Indi­
cate that the Pileated Woodpecker 
Has arrived to save the situation.

During the winter months, whet 
such insects are at the lowest ebb 
of their "life cycle, the Woodpeckers 
work is particularly effective, at 
then they destroy the potential 
parents of a host of these pests. A* 
woodboring larvae carry on theii 
destructive work under the bark oi 
:n the sap-wood of the tree they are 
safe from other bird enemies. But 
the Wcodp.ckcr is equipped with 
nighly specialized tools for climbing 
trees and for cutting into the wood 
to quest" of its natural prey. Its 
strong, sturdy feet are provided with 
four powerful toes, two placed in 
front and two behind, and these en» 
able the bird to cling securely to the 
bark of the tree during drilling op­
erations. Its balance and rigidity 
is further maintained by the stiff 
quills in the toil which act as a 
brace against the tree. The bill 
suggests a chisel in shape and Is 
so used. as. clinging securely to th( 
bark with widespread toes and sup 
ported by the unbending tail. the 
Woodpecker delivers vi-^grous blows 
with it,? bill, while chips fly cut. uni 
litter the ground below. eSo; u the 
chamber of the ‘larvae is exposed* 
and th insect drawn out mid swa! 
lowed whole. The Woodpecker’s 
tongue is
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for their winter quarters, lining 
them with shredded bark or moes 
to the discomfiture of the Wood' 
peckers. Again if the nesting trees 
are close to a mountain lake the 
holes may be used by Bufflehead- 
and other tree nesting Ducks, when 
a few years of decay have enlarg 
ed the openings sufficiently to alllow 
the entrance of these larger birds. 
By providing these safe nesting sites 
the Plicated Woodpecker plays an 
important part in the conservation 
of certain valuable species of ml. 
gratory game birds.

This bird feeds largely on the 
larvae or grubs of various species 
of barkbeetles . which are respons! 
hie for an enormous destruction of 
timber In our coniferous forests. 
The s lately yellow pine, considered 
by many the most beautiful of our 
conifers. Is particularly subject to 
th» attack of these insects and a 
badly infested tree may be killed 
in two seasons. An extensive out 
break of Dendroctonus beetles ir 
British Columbia during 
years has been checked and many 
million f«t of valuably timber sav

setae ted far c£&t%z£iAlways biasbeauty and
quality, lined

silk, tailored
by experts.

University qf British Columbia, Mrs. R. B. MeMicldng, representing the 
I.O.D.E., Mrs. and Miss Howay, Thomas Deaoy, late Indian agent for 
the Queen Charlotte agency and a pioneer of 1869, Dr. David Donald, 
Mrs. Cave-Browne-Cave, and Profeasor Macmillan Brown, chancellor of 
the University of New Zealand. Dr. Macmillan Brown is one of the leading 
ethnologists of the Pacific, and has been spending the summer on the coast 
investigating the Indiana and their customs.

The new 'monument is seven feet broad by eleven feet high, with a 
standard size bronze tablet bearing the following inscription:

“Nootka Sound, discovered by Capt. Cock, in March, 1778. In June, 
1789, Spain took possession and established and maintained a settlement 
until 1795. The capture of British vessels in IT‘89 almost led to war, which 
was avoided by the Nootka Convention, 1790. Vancouver and Quadra met 
here in August, 1792, to determine the land to be restored under the con­
vention."

A feature of the entertainment provided those who took part in the un­
veiling ceremony was the Indian dancing, arranged by aborigines from 
Clayoquot Sound, the Wicanmish of the early navigators’ journals.

Tentative plans are afoot for an elaborate pageant to be held at Friendly 
Cove, Nootka Island, in four years time to celebrate the 150th anniversary 
i f events commemorated by the unveiling of the cairn.

whole enjoys cetoparatir' <meunit> 
from the aggression oi mankind. 

They exhibit none of the qualities 

that would make them objects of 
sport and they are too small to be 
used for food. But the handsome 
conspicuous Pileated. never particu 
larly common, has been so often the 

victim of the hunter’s desire for a 
.trophy that it has disappeared from 
many districts where conditions are 

suitable for Its Increase. Ih othei 
localities it is fast approaching ex 
tirpation. Usually it shows little 

fear of man and when its resound 
ing topping has drawn an observe: 
within closa range, the ch selling 
and hammering is continued heed­
less of th<.« intruder. To the stranger 
in the woods. perhaps a vi 
sportsman on his annual dear hunt: 

the sight of this powerful, flame 
crested bird makes an irr-'i-istable 
appeal. Possibly it is the first larg 
bird seen by tha hunter in thy 
lonely autumn woo*. Perhaps h 

baa heard it spoken of by its un 
versai and incorrect namo of Wood 
cock. In any case it ha;, an cf.ran 
tion that few other bird.; offer and 
far too often the* hunter lias cot r» 
ed file hr-n<Î5omc bird as a numeri c, 
of his vacation. This desire? hew • 
ever, must ba .xostraJpyij m$ijy r.

• A* «. • n.tt. «güy W*j a. "n::s uird b; 
lpr* to- this fO’TZ^ipfc bu;-. *ü J
acUyouM committed.*) Thu kll* 1 
idk or pçti»;anon" of tiÂya Slbota.ir j 

pr- hil)it '<1^4*.*. all
•Migrtooiw-.. tikils ;. CVyftiÂiÿp" ‘ Acd 
and by the provincial laws. If thééSj 

splendid birds, qo characteristic ÉI 
'dur fiofthhrri forests are to be pre^J 
served, Hpértsmen must hot only I 
refrain from killing them, fthjt myst I
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recent

bleues5’perhaps mora li:gbl> 
ban any other of its 

organs. It is long slender- and 
nearly cylindrical: the upper sur­
face furnished with small spines 
pointing backward, while th> tip is 
a spear-point, hard as bone. In its 
structure and us? th? tongue sug1 
ge. ty an Indian fis^ spear. o=- tpf 

tiny Instrument used by a dental ■ 
surgeon to remove #a „dond n$svqj 

from a molar. A more Ingenious 
trsatipont for transfixing larvae can 
not be tnragined. The insect . ^ijl 
literally speared; the sharp 8PSV
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Mrs. Peter A. Palmer, Saltbugo, Sask., writes :
‘Dr. Chase’s Ointment has completely relieved me of qczema 
piles. I also used this Ointqaept for my ha by, who broke out 

in eczerfta. A few applications 
were all tfiat was necessary in 

H „ JTiînn heiy case. Df. Chase’s'Ointment
* has fc. ff worth a hundred dollars 

:W . • vk> ,* ‘,-r-before using it I had Backache-Rheumatism
Kor oyer 90 years Miami1» Uniment ha» been a household word in thousand» 
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