THE PILEATED

By J. A. MUNRO
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' ,The Pileated Woodpeckor—the
aristocrat of the
family—woculd fittingly serve as an
heritage

Woodpecker

emblem for our Canadian

of timbered solitudes. A permit
by
of
Tony 1y

fastness

the ccmpany
he seeks in

(hn~i

instinct, shunning

his lesser relatives,

and quiet enjoyment

of the heaVvy timber

tha conbtricied wcood-iet

Avoiding

and the forests of coniferous |

second growth, he makes no trues

with ecivilifation und v.tives

scclusion the loggil

greater

gang and t1 ¥ encrcach
his natural territory. Through ‘4
sifence of the anciint  wood his
mating «call resounds—a  reverbara
o—whils? hy vchoing |
blows as he chisels into a tree m"‘
some boring grub arrest arten -
tion and the flash of vivid scariet
as he flies through the tre \l
momeonsarily vitalizéng the wilder-
n.«s, gives a plecasurable thrill to
the fortunate travilier.
He is the largest of our Can
ian Woodpeckers; the scariet
crest and white wing patches dis-
p(‘._\'éd conspifunusly against the

predominating biack of his plum-
age serve to distinguish him fron:
all other gmembers of the family.
The woodsman and the
idemtify him by a variety of names
the most ropular being Log«ock:
Woodcock, and Redhecadad Wood
~eckir. Such a plenitude of
yernacultr Inditates the interebt
he creates—an interest that is ap-
parent even among those in whom
birdlife aroumeés no special en-

thusiasm.
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Like other si)ecit‘s

Woeodpecker the Piléated may be|

many of ‘
{

seen at all scasons of the year, hutf

it is most likely that wintc r\'ngi
birds are not the individuals pre-|
sent during the summer for thu-e'
is a migratory movement in spring
and autumn. During the winter|
thcy have their regular beats m"
ratrefls thr ugh e rtain stards nl"
timboer—patrols in the sense that '
the birds are acting as gua dians !
of our timber, for they spend their
livig in hunting down and dcstroy
ing the boring grubs ':zul mengce |
[vm- forests Whrn. their dav's
o1 OV their hunger
catisfi=d th>* Woodpeekers retive te!
o old ne hojs where, |
|
secure from predatory animals and|
Horned Owls, they pass the  longl

winter nights in warmth and satety. |

They reach their vcosts cariy in lh»‘|

| evening by the same route thm'lgh‘
the forest and at about the SOUNE
time each day. Th ir' approach is
usually heralded by a loud. harsh |
Kak, Kak, Kak; a spirited cry of

great carrying power that is scldom

In (‘r‘nnl\ia
nesting begins early in May. Thel
t ‘s a, chiselled hole in a tree

day.
British

used during the
southern

~rg

fourtecn (o eightesn inches deep.

cuf occasionzlly in a gresn cotton
wocd or pcplar, more often in
dead pine or fir, and rarely in

but the tallest trees and at a consid
erable distance above the
On a cushion of fine chips
four rose white eggs are laid.
young Woodpeckers are able to fly
about the time the dog berries and
other wild [fruits are ripe, these
forming a part of their food suppiy.

a

any

ground.
three or
The

Like many other birds that feed
almost _exclnslvely on Iinsects. a
certain amount of acid vegetable

food is essential to their well being

but under no conditions have they
been knmowm to attack cultivated
truit.

breeding

mumber of years both for
and roosting. Sometimes, however.
preempt them

fiying squirrels will
lining

for their winter quarters,
them with shrudded bark or mos8
the Wood:

to the discomfiture of
Again if the nesting trees
lake the

peckers.
are close to a mountain
holes may b¥ used by Buffleheads<
and other treemesting Ducks, when
a few years of decay have enlarg
ed the openings sufficiently to alllow
the entrance of these larger birds.
By providing these safe nesting sites
the Pileated Woodpecker plays an
important part in the conservation
of certain valuable species of
gratory game birds.

This bird feeds largely

mis

on the

larvae or grubs of various species
which are respons!

of

of barkbeetles ,
ble for an enormous destruction

timber in our coniferous forests

two inside pockets; silk
cufis iz slecves.
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ed through th: work of the

Wwoodpeckers and their [esser re

Setvan |

latives. /’ |
The larvae of wocd borers, a

timber, are also eagerly sought by
this industrious forester. Wood
‘boring beetlegs of various generi

The s tately vellow pine, considered

by many the most beautiful of our

conifers, is particularly subject t«

tha attack of these insects and a

badly infested tree may be

two seasons An extensive out
break

Britieh

in

of Dendroctonus heetles

Columbia during

vears has been checked and

4 million feet of valuable timber sav

and piles.
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“Worth S100 to Me
Relieved Eczema and Piles”
. Mrs. Peter A. Palmer, Salthurn, Sask., writes:

“Dr. Chase’s Ointment has completely relieved me of ¢czema
1 also used this Ointypept for my bahy, who broke out

PDr. Chase’s Ointment

“m.bu.dlﬂulenor_l&nmbm-&()o..m.,mw

in eczetha. A few applications
were all that was necessary in
Her case.” Df. Chase’s Ointment

*has b.of worth a htindred dollars

. vho. m2,~—before using it 1 had .

T

. spgnt a great deal more than that
in unsuccessful treatment from
doctors.  We have also used Dr.
Chase’s other medicines, the
Nerve Feod having restored my
health after suffering from severe
nerve trouble when a girl.”
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group of beetles which attack fellea

Pileatcd

lay their eggs in the bark of dead
standing timber or in saw logs that
have been lecft in the woods and the
sultant larvae bore into the sap:
wood where they make complicated
The wooddus.

these excava-

gallery systems.
manufactured during
tions ig_gjected through verious en-
trance tunnels in the bark and falls
groundward to accumulate 'm little
heaps. This is the outward evidunce
that grubs are at work and the log
or tree im process of dissolutivn.
soon to be rendered unmark>table
But should there algo be saucer or
cone shaped cavities in the bark o.
the infestrd tree, such marks indi-
cate that the Pileated Woodpecke:
Gas arrived to save the situatiom.
During the winter months, wher

such insects are at the lowest ebd
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of their lite cycle, the woodpeckers Aiways
work is perticularly effective, as the A %
then they destroy the potential Ngnature A

parents of a hoet of these p-ats. As
woodboring larvae carry on their
destructive work under the bark o1
in the sap-wood of the tree they are
But
with

gafe from other bird enemies.
the Wcodp:.cker is equipped

aighly specialized tools for climbing
trees and for :‘uuing into the wood
in quest” of its natural prey. Its
strong, sturdy feet are provided with
four powerful toes, two placed in
front and two behind, and these en:
able the bird to cling securely to the
bark of the tree during drilling op-
rigidity

balance and

Its

erations.

Thé tamily of Woodpeckers as &

.

from the aggression
They exhibit none of

sport and they are too small to

used for food.

suftable

ot

that would make them objects

victim of the hunter's desire for

for its increase.

whole enjoys crinparativ imwunity
mankind.
the qualities
of
be
But the handsome

larly common, has been so often the
&
Jtrophy that it has disappearcd from
many districts where conditions are

Ih othe:

localities it is fast approaching ex

tirpation.

‘cooperate in thely

w.odN

Usually it shows

D'Wcé'kg- .

littl

censpicuous Plleated, never particu I

recently whea Lieutenant-Governor

e monument was built un

Dominion on sites hallowed by interesti
A large party travelled on the Can

Governor Nichel, H. J.'8. Muskett,
Forsyth, Dr. C. 8. Newcombe,
wrote the “Circumnavi ﬁono{

}Jnivenity of British

Vanco!

L J
. ;
The histeric past of the Nootka section of the

bia, unveiled and dedicated 2 monument commemorati
those great English navigators, Captain Cook and Ca,
the amspicss of the Histeric Sites and

Monuments Board of Canada which is placing

for the ceremony and left the steamer at the cannery wharf,
launches for the short run to Frludl{.Con_ The ncluded

the well-known

0.D.E., Mrs. and Miss Howay, Thomas Deacy, la
the Queen Charlotte agency and a pioneer of 1859, Dr.

West Cr‘ was recalled
Niehol, of British Colum-
the explorations of
p Vancouver.

Walter C.

similar memorials across the

n eh.ru' of Canadian history.
t’i-n acific S.8. Princess Maquinna
ng
fid a M.
(1 oway an r.
torrul autlz)rity who
of the

Becretary,
uver Island,” Prof. W. N. Sa

olumbia, Mrs. R. B. Meldicking, representing the

Indian agent for
avid Donald,

Mrs. Cave-Browne-Cave, and Professor Maemiillan Brown, chancellor of
the University of New Zealand. Dr. Macmillan Brown is one of the leading
ethnologists of the Pacific, and has been spending the summer on the coast

standard size bronze tablet bearing the

vention.”

veiling ceremony was the Indian da

if events commemorated by the unveil

investigating the Indians and their customs.
The new ‘'monument is seven feét broad by eleven feet high, with a

following inscription:

“Nootka Svund, discovered by Capt. Cock, in March, 1778. In June,
1789, Spain took possession and established and maintained a settlement
until 1795. The capture of British vessels in 1789 almost led to war, which
was avoided by the Nootka Convention, 1790. Vancouver and Quadra met
here in August, 1792, to determine the lond to be restored under the con-

A feature of the entertainment provided those who took part in the un-

necing, arranged by aborigines from

Clayoquot Sound, the Wicaninish of the early navigators’ journals.
Tentative plans are afoot for an elaborate pageant to be held at Friendly
Cove, Nootka Island, in four years time to celebrete the 1560th auniversary

ing of the cairn.
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