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THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S 
_ SPEECH.

The speech from the Throne has 
gradually come in course of time to be, 
in constitutionally governed countries, 
the necessarily guarded and carefully 
worded expression of Ministerial policy. 
At least for half a century, with an ex
ceptional case or two, the speech has 
been of a Ministerial rather than an 
Executive character ; and one has 
generally had to look closely for 
the meanings of the announcement. 
Nevertheless it will readily be admitted 
that the speech of the Governor-General, 
delivered on Friday, affords room for 
congratulation to the different sources 
from which it springs. If we at
tribute to his Excellency himself the 
cordial acknowledgment he gives of his 
enthusiastic reception in Canada, and 
the further reference to the evidences of 
loyalty exhibited by the Queen’s sub
jects towards the daughter of the 
Queen, as well as the reference to the 
deep interest taken in Canadian affairs 
in a very intelligent and practical fashion 
by tjjie Prince of Wales, we shall 
no dcmbt be attributing very pleasing 
■and graceful paragraphs to their 
proper sources. For the rest we may 
assume that the speech is indicative 
purely of Ministerial policy, and may 
fairly chum that the announcements‘are 
such as will be Gratifying to the country 
showing a desire on the part of the Gov
ernment to meet in as many directions 
as possible "the views of the people.

The paragraph which deals with the 
payment of the Fishery award of course 
suggests the history of that great fishery 
question which began with the declara
tion of independence in 1776 and which 
is not yet complete, though many 
treaties have been entered into and many 
chapters written of the story. Above 
all it suggests to the careful student of 
political affairs the history of the 
XV ashington treaty. Events have justi
fied and more than justified the stand 
taken by Sir John Macdonald in 1871 
as a British Commissioner and as a 
■Canadian statesman ; and events have 
condemned with all the emphasis of 
history and all the weight 
plisheid public facts, the policy pursued 
by those who would have rejected that 
treaty in the Canadian Parliament. 
These gentlemen did not see beyond the 
political necessities of the day for their 
party. They thought that they could 
injure the power of Sir John Macdon
ald by an agitation in the alleged in
terests of Canada. Time has shown 
them that they were unwise both 
as partisans and as patriots. Their 
party has suffered from their 
policy. Their country has gained by 
the defeat of their policy. If they had 
succeeded in defeating the treaty, Can
ada weald have been compelled to go on 
protecting the fisheries. An old feud 
would have been rendered more bitter. 
■Great Britain would have resented the 
action. The public peace would have 
been constantly disturbed. As things 
have turned out, Sir John Macdonald 
has been justified ; the treaty has proved 
acceptable to those in Canada most in
terested in it ; the Commission has 
awarded to Canada a considerable 
amount of money ; our rights have bvn 
increased in value and more defined in 
their extent ; the United States have 
learned that they cannot fish in 
our waters without paying for 
the privilege, and the world has 
learned that the United States does, 
in fact, set a large value on her privi
lege in our waters, witness the claim for 
compensation just filed at Washington 
and forwarded to England. And, above 
all, Great Britain has been taught by 
Canadian persistence and official in
struction that the fishery grounds of 
Canada are worthy of Imperial concern. 
Gains like these go far to compensate 
a statesman and his colleagues for un
merited rebuke, and even for undeserved 
defeat

The topic which is most interesting, 
from a financial point of view, is that of 
the Pacific railway. On that topic much 
has been said, and more has been 
written. Since 1873 the plan of build
ing the railway has been a 
point of contention between 
Five years ago Mr. Mackenzie 
power with the duty and 
promise of faithfully carrying out the 
scheme. He announced a policy of his 
own. It was a new and, of course, 
very superior article ; but somehow five 
years have elapsed, and Mr. Mackenzie’s 
policy has not been carried out British 
Columbia has become discontented, if 
not disaffected, on account of the mani
fest neglect of public duty by the late 
Ministry. The arbitration of Lord 
Carnarvon was scorned and its fulfil, 
men* prevented even by the Ministry 
that should have felt bound to carry it 
it out The original policy of Mr. Mac
kenzie was abandoned, and .in the 
effort to arrive at some via media the 
inexperienced and pretentious gentle
man who had, in a moment of vanity, 
taken the position of Minister of Psbhc 
Works, found himself floundering in a 
very morass of difficulties of his own 
creating. His unfortunate investment, 
without requisition from hie engineers, 
in a great quantity of steel Tails not 
needed then and not needed now, nor at 
any time during Mr. Mackenzie’s 
regime, was a conspicuous evidence of 
the unpractised, unbusinesslike and un- 

x wise policy of the late Minister. The 
present Government announce that they 
will endeavour to fulfil the reasonable 
expectations of British Columbia. It 
is needless to add that it will be only 
/possible to carry out this policy with
in the limits of the public resources ; 
but already the Government have 
shown a disposition to push forward 
with all reasonable speed such work on 
the Pacific railway as it has been pos
sible to arrange for in the limited time,

and with tlw necessarily limited infor
mation at their disposal. On the car
rying out of this great public work de
pends largely the value of our western 
acquisitions. It is a matter for regret 
that so long a delay has taken place in 
opening them up. It is a matter for 
congratulation that there is a public 
promile of a new and vigorous policy of 
railway extension westward into those 
regions where population most tends to 
flow.

The central topic of the speech is, of 
course, that which deals with the 
finances and fiscal policy of the Govern
ment. It would have been irregular 
and impossible to be more definite or 
precise in regard to the greatest public 
question of the day than the Ministry 
have been. A fiscal policy could not 
have been announced in detail in a 
speech from the Throne. The public 
will therefore have to await for the now 
rapidly approaching day when the fiscal 
policy of the Government will be an
nounced in the budget speech of the 
Finance Minister. In the meantime, 
the speech indicates that the public 
revenue has so decreased that an effort 
must be made to increase it, and public 
opinion will approve the promise which 
is made that in raising the revenue due 
regard will be had to that policy 
of developing and encouraging the 
industries of the country which the 
Ministers advocated in Opposition, and 
will carry out in power.

The Subject of the rinderpest, which 
has affected the cattle trade, is one which 
involves a good many interests beside 
that directly involved, and which can 
be discussed from a variety of in
terested standpoints. But before the 
Government of Canada there could 
be but one consideration, the 
general good of this country and 
the future prospects of the Canadian 
cattle trade. It is clear that we are but 
in the beginning of a most important 
traffic in cattle. Anything which would 
tend to lessen the confidence of English 
buyers and the English Government in 
our exported stock, would be 

most deplorable event. for our 
people who are engaged, as also 
those who are likely te be engaged, 
in this pursuit. Therefore when the 
British Government demanded certain 
conditions of trade, which conditions we 
are in a position to fulfil with present 
advantage to our stock-raisers and future 
advantage to the country, Ministers no 
doubt felt that it was impossible to re
fuse, and that consent would be most 

It is indeed to be hoped that the

“became a cheap country to live in"— 
during the long agony of waiting for the 
conversion of the rest of the world. To 
this stiff-necked and obstinate adherence 
to certain preconceived notions on the 
science of commerce and the duty of 
governments, much of the disaster of 
the past five years is due. Business 
men became despondent or reckless when 
their experienced advice was laughed 
at by the raw, half-cultured and 
narrow-minded philosophers at Ottawa. 
The fly-on-the-wheel proclamation, the 
announcement that Government would 
not and could not interfere in such 
matters, had a disheartening effect upon 
the country at huge, for having no con
fidence in their rulers, men lost confi
dence in each other. The result waa 
commercial anarchy and a fearful col
lapse in the volume of trade, which 
meant reduced national revenues, in
creased indebtedness, and deficits. Our 
present position stands about as follows : 
The debt of the country, putting aside 
what are pleasantly known as “assets, ” is 
$176,000,000, an increase in four years of 
$34,000,000. The interest on this is $7,- 
000,000, an increase in four years of one 
million. Three successive deficit

HE took 
nd die

evil will soon cease to afflict the cattle of 
the United States, as with proper inter
nal regulations it is likely to do, and that 
the action on the part of Canada, which 
now seems possibly hostile or unfriendly, 
but which is en absolute necessity of the 
time and the trade, may be repealed.

The plan of Government life assurance 
is one that has been a good deal dis
cussed. It is one that commends itself 
to the people in general, and which is 
naturally opposed by those whose busi
ness mav seem to be interfered with. 
From a business point of view a Gov
ernment life assurance company would 
be but one more competitor in the field 
of business, but it would be a very 
powerful competitor indeed, with guar
antees of the highest order. It may be 
said that Government should not inter
fere with private business. The reply 
is, first, that the Government’s object is 
to secure the interests of the people, 
particularly of the poorer classes ; and, 
second, that as a matter of fact Govern
ment does interfere in private business 
every day as a common carrier by post 

railway ; that in England the tele- 
and in France the railways, are 

<uu«u Government control However, 
Lvm the notice that Parliament is asked 
for its opinion on this question, we infer 
that the Government rather solicit ad
vice than promise legislation.

The state of the country.
The alacrity with which the Address 

was disposed of, and the early presenta
tion of the Departmental reports, maybe 
regarded as evidences of the Govern
ment’s intention to proceed with the 
important measure of the session with
out delay. There are many measures 
on the programme, to be sure, but the 
measure which most concerns the 
country is the National Policy ; and it 
is satisfactory to see that there will be 
no time lost in submitting it for con
sideration.

This is as it should be. Never in our 
history was there a more urgent neces
sity for thorough and earnest fiscal 
legislation. Whether we look at the 
Public Accounts or at the Trade re
turns, the same dismal tale of decay 
confronts us. It is a story of poverty, 
retrogression, and inanition ; of ruined 
industries and huge deficits ; of defer
red hopes and gloomy prospects ; of in
solvency, individual and national ; and 
of à great country reduced to helpless
ness, partly by the panic that has left its 
mark on all nations, but chiefly by the in
competence and maladministration of its 
rulers. The fatal idea of the Mac
kenzie Cabinet was that governments 
were mere book-keepers, and that the 
preedenoe and forethought of the mer
chant himself .were attributes with which 
an Administration had no concern. It 
was this idea that made them “ flies on 
t^the wheel," when they should have 
controlled the machine. It was this 
taise notion of their duties as Ministers 
that led them to stand idly by while the 
beet interests of Canada were being 
brought to the verge of ruin. The ap
peal of the business man alike with the 
cry of the starving mechanic, fell upon 
deaf ears. They could do nothing. It 
was contrary to the crude and undigested 
free trade doctrines for which they had 
a superstitious reverence, for a Cabinet 
to attempt to stay national disaster by 
legislation. Adam Smith said so ; 
B asti at said sa; the advanced theorists 
of Manchester and Dundee thought so ; 
andHnder these circumstanoee it would 
hqve been an abnegation of principle for 
men claiming a common lineage with 
'British free traders to listen to the ad
vice of practical Canadians to the con
trary. This, in brief, was Mr. Mac
kenzie’s position. It was in vain that 
deputations and the public press pointed 
out that we were not enjoying free trade 
at all, but only a one-sided Form of it; 
and that while our markets were open 
to our forty millions of neigh
bours, the* shut theirs against us. It 
was equally useless to call his attention 
to the alarming condition of England, 
brought about mainly by similar causes ; 
or to quote the example of the United 
States, France, Germany,
Spain, and other civilised 
even that of England herself in, 
haps, her most glorious age. 
Mackenzie was obdurate. Free trade 
was his creed, and in true Calvinistic 
spirit, he regarded it as foreordained 
and predestined to universal sway. Can
ada,, he thought, should stick to 
one-sided free trade until mankind con
sented to become universal free traders, 
even though she starved to death— 
or, as he euphemistically put it,

fits have
occurred, amounting to $4,600,000. 
The volume of trade has fallen from 
$217,000,000 in 1873, to $170,000,000, a 
decrease of nearly $60,000,000, or of over 
21 per cent. The Americans are rapidly 
obtaining possession of our home mar
kets to the exclusion of the British 
trader. In 1873 we imported from 
Great Britain goods to the value of 
$68,000,000 ; in 1878 our imports had 
fallen to $37,000,000, a decrease of 46 
per cent. On the other hand, our im
ports from the United States have risen 
from $47,000,000 in 1873 to $49,000,000 
in 1878—-a marvellous increase, con
sidering the shrinkage in values and the 
general decline in our trade. A few 
years more of one-sided free trade, and 
our impoverished country would have 
fallen an easy prey to the Republia 

The new Government have pro
posed a remedy for this general de
cadence, and within a very few days 
they will submit it. It will not be an 
‘ ‘ instantaneous specific, affording im- 
“ mediate relief,’’ as quacks boast 
of their nostrums. The people 
mutf.give it a fair trial, as they would 
give' s fair trial to any other tonic. The 
patient has one oonselation, viz., that 
under, no possible circumstances can 
he be worse off than ■ he was when 
he kicked out the old doctor who 

^considered the ..pocketing .of; his fee 
the chief aid of the physician. The 
chances of recovery- are, however, 
excellent All history teaches that the

Cective system is necessary for the 
thy growth of a young country 

thrown into keen rivalry with older na
tions whose industries have been long 
established. We have but to look across 
the lake for an instance of this ; and al
though the Government will not resort 
to drastic measures like the Morrill 
tariff^ they hope to restore some degree 
of confidence among commercial men 
and to give heart and encouragement to 
the people at large, by a wise and judi
cious Canadian policy.

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS FOR 1878.
The Public Accounts for 1878 were 

laid on, the table of the House by the 
Finance Minister on Monday. They are 
of an unusually interesting character. 
The total funded and unfunded debt on 
the 1st July, 1878, was $149,687,912.93 

compared with $117,626,107.38 on 
the 1st July, 1874. The total liabilities 
of Canada on the 1st July, 1878, 
were $174,967,268.96 as compered 
with $141,168,661.33 on the 1st July, 
1874. The total interest on the total 
rablic debt was on the 1st July, 18Ÿ8, 
17,100,033.17, as compered with $6,122,- 

844.30 on the 1st July, 1874. The 
average rate of interest on liabilities on 
the 1st July, 1878, was 4.73 per cent, 
but this rate has been further reduced 
by the late negotiations of Mr. Tilley 
in substituting a 4 per cent loan for 
liabilities hairing interest at 6 per 
cent The total expenditure on capital 
account up to the 1st July, 1878, was 
$6,667,200 36. The increase of public 
debt in 1878 w*s $7,126,760.88. The 
receipts from Customs in 1878 were 
$12,782,824.35 ; from Excise, $4,858,- 
67L63 ; from Bill Stamps, $200,442.21 ; 
from other quarters, $4,533,073.69; 
total receipts Consolidated fund, $22,- 
376,011.88. The total expenditure as 
compared with the receipts was $23,903,- 
168.26.

The deficit for the past year, therefore, 
is $1,128,146.40. Hence Mr. Cart
wright's account with the electors of 
the Dominion stands as follows ;

Surplus 1874-6..................... $ 935,700
Deficit 1875-6............. $1,900,700
Deficit 1876-7................  1.460,000
Deficit 1877-8............. 1,128,000

-------------- $4,488,700

Net deficit..................$3,563,000
We do not, it will be seen, give Mr. 
Cartwright the benefit of the surplus 
which occurred in 1873-4 because inas
much as he has always washed his 
hands of the expenditure that year, he 
has no right to claim the balance over 
and above that expenditure. From 
1874-6 to 1877-8 he was, of course, 
wholly responsible for the accounts ; 
and the result, as shown above, is cer
tainly not flattering to his ability as a 
financier. The country did not relieve 
him of his duties an hour too soon.

Russia,

&

THE LICENSE ACT.
In Saturday’s issue at the Ontario 

Gazette we find a long list of appoint
ments of commissioners and inspectors 
under the provisions of the License Act 
of 1876. The curious reader will notice 
that in nine or ten districts no inspec
tors have been nominated for the en
suing year, for example in South Ox
ford, Mr. Crooks’ constituency. 
As it is well known that in those places 
where the late inspector is not seeking 
re-appointment, there is a small army 
of applicants, good Grits and true, for 
the vacant position, the suspicion in
sinuates itself into the mind of the dis
interested onlooker, that the Govern
ment is dangling thé appointment be- 
fore-the eyes and just out of the reach 
of it» hungry and perhaps wavering 
supporters in order to secure their al
legiance whilst amusing their hopes 
until tiie election preliminaries are 

fixed. We sincerely trust that 
it is merely the victim of 

appearances, for as it ie 
already discredited in the eyes of the 
country, and will soon have to walk 
shivering into the cold shades of Oppo
sition, we would, if possible, deal 
gently with a moribund foe.

The working of the License Act of 
1876, in any case, calls for criticism, and 
the very strong and general demand for 
a system more just te the municipalities 
and better calculated to meet the reason
able wants of the people is entitled to 
temperate expression andfair examina

tion. Under the old system, as is well 
known, the various municipal councils

had entire control over the licenses. 
They granted or refused them at will, 
recaved the resulting revenues and ap
plied them to municipal purposes. It 
might fairly be urged that the granting 
of licenses, being a source of income, 
there would be a temptation to grant 
them too lavishly and so unnecessarily 
to multiply taverns. On the other 
hand, the members of the councils being 
annually elected could be annually called 
to account by the community, and the 
inhabitants of a district suffering from a 
plethora of hotels might he trusted to 
abate the nuisance. However, the old 
system whether it were good or bad, 
was superseded by the Act of 1876. In 
each district two or three unpaid Com
missioners and a paid inspector 
are appointed by the Ontario Govern
ment, and are accountable only 
to them. The municipalities have no 
longer any control over the granting of 
licenses and derive little revenue, when 
the expense of working the Act is de
ducted, from the sums paid by the publi
cans. The commissioners are, there
fore, so far as their district is concerned, 
despots. Now, how does the system 
work 1 It is asserted that it often prac
tically deprives the farmers of the ac
commodation necessary for carrying on 
their business. In a large county like 
Ontario, for example, it may happen 
that neither of the commissioners is 
resident within fifty or sixty miles of the 
place from which the application for a 
license comes ; nay, he may never have 
set foot in the neighbourhood, and may 
know nothing of the local requirements. 
The commissioner may be an ardent

WF
asserted that it has " 
a stretch of road for thirty miles there 
is no house of public accommodation. 
The publicans, if they are refused a 
liquor license, are not philanthropic 
enough to keep open stabling and an 
eating-house at a nominal profit for the 
convenience of farmers, and a man who 
is taking a load of wheat to market is 
confronted by the impossible task of 
driving his team before a heavy load for 
a distance which it would be cruel and 
ruinous to ask the poor beasts to travel 
without baiting. . | a

If such a case can occur under the 
present system, it is enough to condemn 
it On the whole it seems reasonable 
that the commissioners should be men 
likely to be acquainted with local needs, 
and should be answerable at intervals 
to the wholesome force of local public 
opinion. On the other hand there 
should be on each Board of Commis
sioners an element of unquestionable 
impartiality to correct, if need be, local 
prejudices. Perhaps the Boards would 
be best constituted by making each to con
sist, say of the County Judge, the Mayor 
of the principal town, and the Oeunty 
Warden. The judge would be irre
movable and his impartiality would be 
above suspicion. The Mayor and War
den, being elected by the municipali- 

amenable to the weightties, would be 
of public opinhm. Such a Board might 
be trusted to do substantial justice in 
each district, and would not be likely to 
deprive any locality of reasonable facili
ties for obtaining refreshments and ac
commodation, while it would have no 
interest in recklessly multiplying mere 
tippling houses. This is a question 
into which party politics need not in
trude, and we commend it to the calm 
consideration of the public.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

It will be joyful news for fruit-growers 
and farmers that experts prognosticate that 
the present will be a great fruit year. Full 
crops, they say, invariably follow an “ old- 
fashioned winter.” Plenty of frost and 
snow at this season prevents the buds from 
expanding too early in the spring, thus 
avoiding the serious oonsequenoes of late 
frosts. Thus there is oonsolation even 
when we are enduring the tortures of frost
bites.

To enquiries concerning the position of 
the Niagara case, the following is an 
answer :—Mr. Hughes has net taken his 
seat; nor has he yet appealed. That is 
out of the question until the present trial 
is closed. When the Court meets next 
month, Mr. Plumb will not be put upon 
the defensive, but will proceed with the re
maining charges against Mr. Hughes, 
eighty or ninety in number. As a matter 
of fact, this famous trial has but just 
begun.

The National says :—“ The Mail seems 
determined to spare neither money nor 
trouble to win for itself the foremost place 
in the ranks of newspapers. The first in
formation on the subject ofithe action of 
the British Government with respect to 
the embargo on American cattle, reached 
the people of Canada through its columns. 
Indeed the American papers obtained their 
first information from flk MaH, a (act 
which they freely acknowledged—though, 
by the way, some Canadian papers that 
copied the cablegram were not so honest in 
the matter of credit,"

The Cornwall Freeholder, a Liberal Re
form paper, is getting more and more dis
gusted with the Local Government. It 
says :—“ To our mind the present Ontario 
Administration would do as well not to re
main in power much longer, that is for 
their own sake. On account of the public 
it might be said that they would as well 
not to be allowed to remain much longer in 
power. In many respects they have failed 
to come up to popular expectation. They 
have not turned out, as fax as we know, 
to be dishonest, but they have not made 
the beet possible use of their opportunities. 
They have not become corrupt, but they 
appear to be drifting into imbecility."

ing the Ontario Election Act, so that in
come voters who have paid all instalments 
of taxes due, shall be entitled to vote. It 
will be remembered that in the Morris- 
Leys election the friends of the defeated 
candidate, after rushing in all their own 
income voters, stopped the votes of the in
come voters who favoured Mr. Morris by 
raising the point that they had not paid 
the six mills that remained of the year’s 
taxes, although the collection of that bal
ance had been specially postponed by the 
civic authorities; it was unpaid, but it 
was not due. Mr. Morris’ amendment 
will put an end to sharp practice of that 
kind in future.

Mr. Mulkins, of the Saskatchewan 
Herald, a cheery little paper published at 
Battleford, is now at the capital He 
hold» the opinion that there will be trouble 
with the Indians in that country yet, it 
'only being a question of time. Buffalo are 
beooming scarce, and, as these animals are 
tiie principal source of livelihood for the 
red men, the natives feel the pinch of want 
at times, and when they do, they drop 
into the settlements and demand food. In 
the States the Indians are placed on re
servations and rations served out to them, 
but the Canadian Government lets them 
fish for themselves, allowing them—three 
tribes with whom treaties have been ef
fected—five dollars per head per year. 
Another cause of complaint by the native 
Indians is the preeenoe of the Sioux In
dians, led by Sitting Bull, within the 
border, who are killing off the buffalo by
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Mr. Mowat was compelled 
Mr. Meredith’s bill making 

loners and inspectors in
eligible fdr municipal councillors. This 
was a direct rebuff to Mr. Crooks, who de
liberately advised the license inspector of 
West Oxford to run for municipal honours. 
Poor Mr. Mowat, however, accepted it. 
Then, again, Mr. Scott had a bill making 
orders-in-Council appropriating the capital 
of the University and Upper Canada Col
lege endowment fund, subject to ratifica
tion by the Legislature. This condemned 
the conduct of the Government in 1877, 
when, without consulting the Legislature, 
they used a large sum in making additions 
to, or rather, rebuilding' Upper Canada 
College; but poor dear Mr. Mowat ac
cepted it, as m Dr. Widdifield’s amend
ment, he accepted the motion of the Op
position for keeping the expenditure with
in the revenue.

A ^habitual drunkard’s bill has been in
troduced in the British Parliament. It 

.gives to local authorities power to license 
retreats for habitual drunkards, in which 
dipsomaniacs may be forcibly retained. 
But the remarkable condition of detention 
is that the applicant shall himself have 
ordered and approved his own imprison
ment. He must ge before a justice of the 
peace, prove that he is a habitual drunkard, 
establish that he knows exactly what he is 
doing, and sign the command for his own 
detention, in the presence of the magis
trate. He must even fix for himself the 
term of his punishment. In fact, he must 
use his liberty in order to resign it. Sut 
once in, he is caged until his time is up, as 
effectually as if he had been sentenced to 
gaol by a magistrate. When the fit ef re
pentance passes off, and the old thirst re
vive», he will desire to leave again. But 
then he will be told that stone walls do 
make a prison. In this way e:

> walls*) Jùg 
xpertsby 
ible spirit rimlieve that the almost uncontrollable spirit 

of the dipsomaniac can be brought under 
subjection ; but as yet no statistics are 
obtiinable on the subject.

It would seem that the time must come, 
and that very soon, when English farmers 
will have to give up all idea of growing 
wheat for profit Messrs. Thomas C. Scott 
and Arthur H. Savory, two exceptionally 
good authorities on the subject, have been 
making investigations, and they both state 
that wheat-raising by English farmers with 
the present prices must prove unremunera- 
tive. Mr. Savory, who is the meet pro
nounced in his opinion, after making a 
careful summary of the costs of production, 
shows that in order to pay back to the far
mer his outlay in seed, labour, manure, 
cartage, Ao., the wheat must net him at 
least £2 8s per quarter, while the average 
price of wheat in England during the past 
four months has been only £2 per quarter. 
In other words, the English producer has, 
this season, lest one shilling per bushel on 
all the grain that he has raised, and as this 
'has amounted to more than 89,000,000 
bushels when the United Kingdom is taken 
into account, the outgo to tiie farmer must 
have been sufficiently large to cause him to 
look toward the future with serious mis
givings. ________

The Assembly was engaged on Thursday 
in the discussion ef a peculiar item which has 
for some three years past regularly appear
ed in the pqblic accounts of this Province, 
being an appropriation of $800 forthe salary 
of the official secretary of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. Th» leader of the Opposition 
desired information as to the duti^ apper
taining to this office. The Government ap
parently could not and certainly would not 
give it : he sated during what hours the 
incumbent discharged his official duties and 
the Government refused to make

consent to make any enquiry into tlw 
neoewity for the office but blindly rushed 
through the item. The facts are briefly as 
follows :—The incumbent is a nephew of 
the lient.-Governor and is studying law in 
the office of Messrs. Bethune, Osier A 
Mow. The office was created for him in 
1875, the duties are nil, and the people of 
the Province pay $860 per annum to enable 
him to study his profession. His whole time 
under his articles of apprenticeship is due 
te his professional employers, and in order, 
to entitle him to procure admission as an 
attorney, it.will be necessary for him to 
swear that it was given to his professional 
studies and duties. This case is so flagrant 
a waste of the public funds, so unjustifiable 
and palpable a job, that though they may 
use their servile majority to pass the appro
priation in the House, the Government may 
expect to hear of it in the country.

The Royal Colonial Institute ie evident
ly bent on carrying the proposed exhibition 
in London of Colonial products and manu
factures to a successful issue. As an
nounced some days ago in our cable de
spatches, a committee has been appointed of 
which the Prinoe of Wales, the President 
M the Institute, the Duke of Manchester, 
Chairman of Council, and Mr. Young, the 
Secretary, are ex officio members. The 
other members are Sir EL" Bar lily, Sir C. 
Sterling, Mr. H. B. Strangways, Mr. Yule, 
C. M. G., Mr. Molineux, Sir. J. D. Thomp
son, Mr. S. W. Silver (the well-known 
Colonial outfitter), Mr. W. Walker, Mr. 
Sourdain and Mr. Iabilliere, famous for his 
advocacy of the principles of a united Em
pire. The Prinoe of Wales has 
shewn in Paris, how, by his 
own influence and industry, he 
can make an exhibition a success ; and it 
is to be hoped that his Royal Highness will 
be able to import into this undertaking 
his wonderful energy “6 carry the enter
prise to a snooesafnl end. Of the numerous 
industries and products for which Canada 
has a reputation, not the least is that ef 
hams and bacon prepared for the English 
market. Perhaps those engaged in this 
trade in the Dominion would do well to
take a hint from a circular issued by a 
large raiser in Wiltshire to the pig raisers 

Mr. Morris has introduced a bill amend- of his county, urging upon them the im-
portance of bestowing care upon their 
stock with a view to competing success
fully with America and Canada ; ’and en
joining on them the desirability of raising 
small boned, lean, and light weight pork in 
preference to grow and fat bacon, which is 
more generally done in England, but 
■»■* .. —x-«_i -  ---------mer there.

m
which S distasteful to the <

POLITICAL mpTES.
CHARLEVOIX.

Quebec, Feb. 13.—Perrault (Conserva
tive) elected for Charlevoix County by over 
two hundred majority.

SOUTH WATERLOO.
Galt, Feb. 14.—At the annual meeting 

of the Galt Liberal-Conservative Associa
tion this evening, the following officers 
ware elected lot the ensuing year :—Presi
dent, Col. Peck ; 1st Vioe-Prreident, L. 
Shinner ; 2nd Vice President, Joseph Wag- 
ner ; Secretary-Treasurer, J. 3. Meredith.

NORTH HASTINGS.
Mr. A F. Wood, Conservative, is in the 

field as a candidate for the Local Legisla
ture for North Hastings,

EAST HASTINGS.
Bosun, Feb. 18—Mr. John White, 

Ministerialist, and Mr. W. C. Farley, Op- 
gwtion, were nominated to-day for East

CENTRE WELLINGTON.
Ottawa, Feb. 18—It is said that the 

decision in the Centre Wellington election 
case will net be given until March, and the. 
seat will, therefore, be unoocupied to that 
date.

ONTARIO ASSEMOLY.
(Continued from Third Pegz.)

17.

tne government reiused to make answer, steward had been sasnsnssra for six
No information was given nor would they: months, and had boenpeidhis salary dor

Monday, Feb.
THE LICENSE ACT.

tir. COUTTS moved for a return of all 
OTfgM/Ltdenoe-between any department of 
the public .service and the municipalities of 
Raleigh and Tilbury East, or either of 
them, with reta'rence to the cost of the 
licensing systenT in the West Riding of 
Kent.

The motion passed'.
INDEBTEDNESS ON TIMBER LIMITS, 

ETC.
Mr. MEREDITH moyed for s return, 

shewing, 1. The names of persons, firms 
and companies indebted to the Crown on 
the let of January, 1879, on account of 
timber dues, ground rent on bonuses, for 
timber limits ; 2. The amount of indebted
ness in each cast l 3. The balances, if any, 
due by suen persons, firms and companies, 
on the 1st day of January. 1879, in each of 
the years since 1871 ; 4. The natu^p of the 
security, if any, which the Province holds 
in each case for the balance due, and the 
estimated value of such securities.

The motion was carried.
THE MUNICIPAL ACT.

Mr. WILLS moved the second lAtiing 
of the bill to amend the Municipal Act— 
which he explained proposed the reduction 
of the number of wards in cities or towns, 
or the reduction of the number of their re
presentatives. The bill gave power to the 
ratepayers to decide on these points by 
voting on by-laws which might be sub
mitted for the purpose. It also provided for 
the disqualification of members* of Munici
pal Councils for the position of Police 
Magistrate, and made various regulations 
affecting tiie appointments of auditors, 
deputy treasurers and policemen.

The bill was read the second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Muni
cipal Act Amendments, on the understand
ing that no part of the bill was assented to 
as it stood.

Mr. ROSS moved the second reading of 
liis bill to amend the Municipal Act. It 
provided that by-laws might be passed by 
County Councils providing that two weeks 
might elapse between the nomination day 
and the day of election for the whole 
county.

The bill was read the second time.
SUPPLY.

The House went into Committee of Sup
ply, Mr. Clarke*(Wellington) in the chair.

Upon the item, under the heading of ad
ministration of justice, of $1,600 for a tax
ing officer in the Court of Chancery,

Mr. MEREDITH drew attention to the 
fact that the salary had been increased 
since last year by $200.

Mr. MOWAT explained that the officer 
was particularly well qualified to fill the 
office, and hence the cause of the increase.

The main item for the Court of Queen’s 
Bench of 89,520, wu n&ssed.The next item, of $5^360 for the Court 
of Common Pleas, was also adopted.

The item of $15,850 for the Court of 
Appeal was considered, and after much dis
cussion passed.

The item of $164,000 for criminal 
justice was next take».

Mr. MEREDITH did not see why this 
item should not be reduced. He thought 
the legal members of the Government should 
do moat of the work instead of employing 
outside lawyers for that purpose. (Hear, 
bear.) ‘

Mr. MOWAT held a different opinion.
He item passed.
The next item of $60,742 for Miscella

neous Justice, was next taken up.
The item passed.
The next item of $497,831 for tiie main

tenance of public institutions was next 
^fVfn up,

Mr. WOOD explained that a very con- 
siderable saving had been made in main
taining tiie Toronto Lunatic Asylum.

Mr. MEREDITH said the ~ 
should get the credit for this 
especially in the item for beer, wine, 
spirit», which had been reduced 
He also wanted to know whether the 
steward had been

lyium. 
Opposition 

l reduction, 
wine, and

ing that time, noth withstanding that 
serious charges had been made against him. 
He also wanted to know if he had been re
moved to the asylum at Kingston itnrtaad 
of being dismissed, because he had some 
warm friends at Court ?

Mr. WOOD understood that some trifling 
chargee were made against the steward 
about some rations, and the Government 
thought it prudent t# remove him to King-

The item of $85,252 
A^um_wae passed.

for the Toronto

House adjourned at eleven o’clock.

18.Tuesday, Feb.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following bills were read the first 
time :—

Mr. Fraser.—To amend the Railway Act 
of Ontario. He explained that the bill 
provided that where questions affecting 
crossings had to be decided between one 
railway under the jurisdiction of this 
Province and another under the jurisdiction 
of the Dominion, they should be referred to 
the Railway Committee at Ottawa, and not 
to the Commissioner of Public Works.

Mr. Watterworth.—To amend the Arts 
and Agricultural Act

OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.
Mr. CROOKS, in moving the second 

reading of the bill respecting Public, 
Separate and High Schools, refereed to the 
satisfactory practical results of the 
educational system. He proceeded to 
say that Confederation had _ 
ordinal y impetus to the material, wealth, 
and resources of Ontario, and he showed 
this was particularly apparent in regard to 
our educational resources, by quoting the 
expenditures on this head sinoe 1868 The 
expenditure on capital account had de
creased in 1877 owing to the numerous 
school houses erected m the previous year 
having rendered it unnecessary to build 
much in 1877. The cost per capita on 
current expenditure of the school popula
tion had increased from $834 in 1868 to 
$6.29 in 1877. He went on to show that 
economy could only be maintained in con
nexion with the publie schools by giving 

.the ratepayers a check on the expenditure, 
as extravagance would result in the 
end in breaking down the system. 
The question then to decide was, were the 
people ef Ontario paying too much for their 
system t Now the cost per capita on cur
rent expenditure in 1877 was $7.47 in 
Michigan, $6.12 in New York, $8.20 in 
Ohio, and $7 in Pennsylvania, while in 
Ontario it was only $5.29. In our cities 
the cost per capita of the registered pupils 
was in Toronto $6.44, Hamilton $6.90, 
London 46, Kingston $3.83, and Ottawa 
$3.38, while in the American cities 
the cost was much higher. After 
dwelling at considerable length upon the 
necessity of securing greater efficiency in 
the training of teachers in all the branches, 
he alluded to the advisability of school in
spectors avoiding appearing aa partisans in 
doing their duty, and he sad he would not 
hesitate te promptly dismiss any offioer 
found so offending. He also referred to 
the introduction of text books, and slated 
that the department would have to take 
the initiative in the introduction of such 
books,

Mr. BELL said he was sorry that the 
hoc. Minister ef Education had not intro
duced in the bill the hallo*, so far ae it 
applied to elections of trustees. He also 
regretted that the bill did ns* provide for 
hadiug the elections at the same time ae 
the City Council elections, as petitioned 
tor by the City Council ef Toronto and 
another municipality. If the* principles 
were not incorporated he would have to 
divide the House upon them.

The hill was read a second time and 
ordered for the Committee on Thursday. 
THE REGISTRATION OF DEATHS.

The bill respecting the registration of 
deaths (Mr. Mowat) -Was read the second 
time. The object of the bill is to relieve

clergymen of tiie duty of furnishing certain 
details in ««Section with their notices of 
burials. ___

Mr. MEREDITH suggested the advis
ability of inducing the Dominion to assume 
tiie work of collecting the vital «statistics 

THE ESTIMATES.
Mr. WOOD stated that he had engaged 

an extra staff and before the Houseid- 
joutned would have the accounts for the 
past year ifi the possession of member). 
(Hear, hear.)

The House again went into Committee 
of Supply, and took np the items for Pub- 
lie Institutions, maintenance.

The following items passed :—
Asylnm for the insane, Kingston, $56,652 • 

Asyhun for the insane, Hamilton, $39,979 ■ 
Asylum for the insane, Orillia, $20,674. ’

On the item $67,270 for the Central 
Prison,

Mr. MEREDITH asked for some infor
mation in regard to the Industrial Depart
ment. The coat of maintaining the asti. 
tntion was beginning to be felt a burden, 
and its operation was not felt to be a sec. 
oca.

Mr. WOOD said that Mr, Sandfieid Mac
donald’s scheme waa to have three central 
prisons, and if it was true that one was felt 
to be a burden, then bis scheme, if it had 
been carried out, would have hid a result 
more unsatisfactory. It was to be remem. 
bered that the Ceatral Prison relieved the 
gaols to a certain extent, and saved the 
counties a great deal of expense.

Mr. BELL considered the information 
given waa insufficient. He wanted to know 
whether the new industries would add to 
the expense for gnards, overseers, Ac. He 
had received a letter that day, which he 
would read, making grave charge# in con
nection with this institution.

Mr. HARDY asked for the name of the 
writer.

Mr. BELL aid he would give it at the 
proper time.

A discussion then arose aa to the right of 
a member to read an anonymous communi
cation, and the House adjourned at 19.25 
to give the Speaker and the Attorney- 
General an opportunity to look up authori
ties on the subject.

This was agreed to, and the House ad
journed at 10.25.

THE WAR IN ZULULAND.
Zulu Defeat at the Scene of the 

Late Disaster.

DETAILS OF THE RECENT SLAVGHTEB.

Calcutta, Feb. 13.—The Government 
has offered to supply a contingent for the 
Cape of Good Hope.

e following is the composition of the 
English forces in South Africa 3rd, 4th, 
13th, 24th (both battalions), 80th, 88th, 
90th, and 99th, regiments, in all nine bat
talions or 7,500 officers and men. In these 
forces in the ranks there are4,518 English, 
men, 385 Irishmen and 301 Scotchmen. 
TheC

English i
there are 227 Irish, 586 
lish and 19 Scotdh ; in the 4tE, 
262 Irish, 597 English, and 11 Scotch ; in 
the 13th, 291 Irish, 435 English and 23 
Scotch ; in the two battalions of the 24th, 
319 Irish, 355 English, and 23 Scotch ; in 
the 80th, 117 Irish, 723 English and 16 
Scotch ; in the 90th, 295 Inah, 346 Eng- 
lish and 174 Scotch ; and in the 99th, 149 
Irish, 377 English and 23 Scotch. In these 
varions regiments 48 of the officers were 
Irish snd 178 English.

Madeira, Feb. 15.—Later advices at 
Cape Town reported that subsequently te 
the Zulu disaster the forces under Hart
nell and Lonsdale had a victorious engage
ment with the enemy at Rorkesdnft. 
Col. Pearson’s column is safely established 
a^Ekaye. There are no hostile Zulus in

London, Feb. 15.—The 57th Regiment 
at Ceylon has been ordered to proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope. It is hoped the 
regiment will reach there in leaa than a 
fortnight.

The Standard publishes a despatch dated 
Maritzborg, January 25, stating that 
shortly after the commencement of hostili
ties Lord Chelmaford and CoL Pearson suc
cessfully engaged the enemy near the 
place where Lord Chelmsford had been 
fighting. He left aix companies which 
Durnford waa to join with the natives. 
Fifteen thousand Zulus attacked tiie united 
força on the 22nd inst. The ire from the 
British caused immense havoc bnt they 
rushed forward with indomitable vluck, 
and the great numerical superiority of the 
Zulu» secured them a complete victory. 
Six companies were totally destroyed and 
Durofora’s natives were utterly routed. 
The victorious Zulus attacked a small 
force in the vicinity of Rorkesdrift the same 
day but were repelled, a hundred mçn 
keeping off over four thousand Zulus. 
They fought from five in the evening till 
daylight when the main column arrived. 
The British loet thirteen men, five of whom 
were massacred in the hospital.

London, Feb. 17.—Late telegrams re
port that the Zulus have been repulsed 
from a fort on the lower Gngela. The offi
cers who escaped from the -^vaster speak 
highly ef the conduct of all engaged and of 
the courage of the native contingent, thus 
disposing of the reports of mutiny and 
massacre of officers by the natives.

The Time* says it ii probable a brigade 
will be despatched from India to reinforce 
Lord Chelmaford. A regiment leaves 
Colombo, Ceylon, to-morrow. Lord 
Chelmaford has already been reinforced by 
a company from St. Helena and 300 men 
from Cape Town, making hie infantry force 
nearly the same strength as it was prior tonearly 1 
the disaster.

An Elec ilea in Cas*.
London, Feb. 17.—Colonel Colthurat, 

Home Rule candidate, waa to-day elected 
to Parliament from Cork counter by a ma
jority of 6,130. Colonel Colthurat had 
been black-balled by the County Club of 
Cork because he had become a Catholic, 
and the Club set up in Opposition to the 
Colonel his own nephew, Sir Gee. Colthurat, 
a wealthy landed proprietor in the county and 
a member of the Club. It is alleged this 
trick to choose a man named Colthurat was 
done with a view to confuse the uneducated 
votera. Sir George, on the question of the 
education of Catholics, advocated the 
prineiplra of the Intermediate Education 
Act, while the Colonel advocated Univer
sity education with the same State patron
age, Ac., as his Protestant fellow-country
men now enjoy.
I Tfce EueliaM Aqnatlc Champienahip.

Newcastle-ok-Ttke Feb. 17.—The ttngie-ecnl 
boat race between John Higgins, of Shedweli-on 
Thames, and Win. Elliott, of the TV ne, tor £401, th 
Sportsman challenge cup and single-ecull champion 
•nip of Great Britain, waa rowed to-day over the 
Tjne championship contee, a distance of three and a 
half miles straight away. During the apal few days 
the race has created considerable interest, and 
betting, both among the boating and sporting men 

and np In London, has been heavy. Big- 
Tlametshas done most of hie trataAraing on Tlames, 

Putney to Mortiake, under the mentordiip of 
Harry Kelley, ex-champion, and with the New 
Brunswick oarsman, Wallace Horn Since his ar
rival here he ha been becked «eerily 
to win, by London «parting men and Thames 
watermen. Elliott trained on the Tyne, and il 
was reported that he waa overtrained, and would 
not win owing to severe attacks of diarrha*. Yes
terday and to-day betting waa heavy, 1
the favourite at 100 to 80. A few hoeral__
•tart the bating changed, and Elliott waa the fa
vourite a* 7 to 4, and the odd» were reidilr taken. 
Previous So the était every available place wee era- 
«red by spectators, estimated stover 60,000. Amoeg 
•he crowd wee Banian, of Toronto, who, pte- 
rioue to the race announced at the Beehive 
that he would row the wianer for £#0 
pie coarse wee front the Manekm Home to 
Boottawood suspension bridge. Herrins won the 
torn for position, and was Orst in position. He 

1» pounds and was in first-dear condition
fle weighed 106 pounds 

in, remarking that he wee 
Higgins' blades caught

Hanlan hacked him to win, __ .
the hast man in England Higgins* I 
the water first and be dashed away, rowing 81 
strokes per minute. Elliott started at the 
rame time. He rowed in splendid form. 
The race waa do* and exdtiag for the 
fleet mile and a half, and seemed to he any body* 
race. Higgins now began to show ligna of distrestt 
and when within half a mile of the finish Elliott, 
who was two lengths ahead, eased hie stroke » 
then, after looking buck at Higgins, pet en a apart, 
increased hit lend to three lengths, end won with 
comparative ease. Time a min. 871 asm About 
£100,060 it is t-laimed changed hands, Hanlse wll 
now row BBott

D0HM PABLUflEIT.
(Continued from Second Page.)

THE SENATE.

Ottawa, Monday, Feb. 17.
Han. Ml*. CORNWALL moved the ad-1 

Areas in reply to the Speech from the I 
Throne. He congratulated the country! 
upon the honour that had been paid it ini 
toe appointment of the Marquis of Lome! 
as Governor-General. He considered that I 
it wae a great honour done to Canada in I 
committing to our care a daughter of the I 
reigning house of England. Nothing could I 
be more conclusive of her Majesty’s con
fidence in the loyalty and attachment to j 
the Throne of the people of Canada. Re
ferring to the payment of the fishery ] 
award, he alluded to the dilatoriness of the , 
American Government in paying the money, 
and spoke of the manner in which the pay- i 
ment was sought to be evaded. He com
plimented the prompt action the Govern
ment had taken to prevent the importation I 
of cattle afflicted with pleuro-pneumonia ] 
into this country. He regretted that his 
Excellency did not see fit to explain more 
dearly the coarse which the Govem- 
«fipnt intended to adopt with reference 
1» the construction of the Pacific railway. 
The reference to this matter in the speech 
was most guarded and to him was some
what unintelligible. For instance, it was 
stated It was the intention of the Govern- | 
ment to press for the most vigorous prose
cution of the Canada Pacific railway. If I 
the word “ forward” had been substituted 1 
for “ for” the statement would have been I 
more intelligible, satisfactory- and more in I 
accordance with the later expressions of I 
the Government’s wishes to meet the just I 
-and reasonable expectation of the people of I 
British Columbia, which were, that the sur-1 
veye having been completed, the proper I 
.route selected and located, and the ter
minus at Burrard Inlet chosen, the con
struction of the western portion of the line I 
should be immediately commenced—even on I 
a small scale if the present state of the I 

finances of the country precluded expensive I 
operations.

Mr. DeBOUCHERVILLE, in seconding 
toe address, spoke briefly in French, and 
expressed his sense of the high honour I 
eonferred upon him in elevating him | 
to a seat in such an important body.

Mr. SCOTT congratulated the mover of I 
toe address on his eloqhent speech, and ! 
welcomed Mr. De Boucherville to the Sen- | 
ate.

The House adjourned at six o’clock.
The debate was continued and concluded I 

on toe following day and the Address |
adopted.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Ottawa, Monday, Feb. 17. 
PETITIONS.

Mr. Arkell presented a petition from the! 
Fruit Growers’ Association praying fori 
protection to Canadian fruit.

Mr. De Cosmos presented the petition ofl 
1,500 workingmen of British Columbial 

for protection against ChineEK*
THE ADDRESS.

Mr. BRECKEN (Queen’s, P.E.I.) move 
that an humble address be presented to 1 
Excellency for the gracious speech witl 
which he had been pleased to open I 
present session. Before discharging tl 
onerous duty he said he must throw him-| 
self upon the kind consideration of the 
House, ae that was the first time he 1 
toe honour of addressing the House 
which he was occupying a seat for the 1 
time) In sending one of her illustrio 
daughters to dwell in our midst, the Que 
had repoeed a confidence in us, and 1 
shown a regard for us which would be 
precis ted not only by the Parliament bntj 
by toe people at large. Although the i 
jouro of the Princess Louise amongst 
had been of very short duration, yet, fit 
her amiable character, the affabilit 
and sweetness of her manner, she had 
ready won toe affection and esteem of the 
people. Her high accomplishments, 
artistic talent, that interest wb 
she has taken in the religious,! 
benevolent and charitable institution 
which crowd our Motherland and hav 
far their object the amelioration of the con-1 
dition of toe poorer classa, and their social, I 
religious ana moral education, were an! 

• earnest of the many benefits that would! 
flow to this Dominion from the sojourn off 
her Royal Highness amongst us. (Hear,| 
hear.) In fact, he believed the stay of the 
Marquis of Lome and the Pnncess Loui 
with us would be so beneficial to us th 
when they were called away to join th 
royal and illustrious kinsmen in the mothe 
country, their departure would be deeply 
regretted. Regarding the paragraph of| 
the Address in which reference was made 
to toe very satisfactory results of the ex-1 
hibition of Canadian products and manu-I 
factures at the Paris international exhibi-| 
tion, he desired to say that it was alma 
impossible to estimate the real good thi 
flows from rivalry such as takes place at! 
exhibitions of the character indicated, and! 
it most be a matter of great satisfaction I 
to the House to reflect that this! 
young country, with its sparse population, | 
and with all the difficulties and drawbacks! 
of youth, should have been able to take so I 
proud a position as it had taken among 1 
many and older competitors. It was also I 
a matter of pleasure to know that the suc- I 

- cess of the Canadian department had been I 
aided not a little by the kindness and atten-1 
tion of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. (Ap-1 
plauae. ) It was a matter of satisfaction to I 
know that toe long vexed question affect-1 
ing tiie fishery daims under the Washing-1 
ton Treaty had at last been concluded by I 

■means of the peaceful and amicable machin I 
ary of an arbitration. He was aware that I 
when the award was first made known it| 
did not give entire satisfaction to our ] 
publican neighbours, who thought it exo 
live. But from information we had 
oeived he believed he was correct in say 
•that toe character of the evidence produo 
before toe Commission at Halifax! 
fully justified the award. (Applause.)! 
Before he left tiie subject he thought hi 
might tender to the right hon. toe leads 
of the Government, the congratulation he I 
deserved on the successful result of this! 
long pending quation. The right hon. I 
gentleman occupied the distinguished posi-l 
tion of British commissioner to arrange the! 
terms of the Washington Treaty. This! 
wae toe first instance of the bestowal ot| 
such aa honour by her Majesty on a colo 
Rial statesman. No doubt the right hon.| 
gentleman’s knowledge of the facts of 
case, his long experience « a statesman! 
and his foreeight, contributed to a consid-f 
«table extent to the successful accomplish^ 
ment of the treaty. The treaty did not re] 
oeive at one time the approval of everyo 
on the floor of the House, but to use « 
rather vulgar saying 11 The proof of the! 
pudding is in the eating. ’ He had obtain-] 
ad ssi award which met with our satisfac-l 
tion and the House was justified in ten-" 
during to the first Minister its congrati 
taons and thawha for the very valuable! 
aervioa he had rendered in bringing the! 
■question to a favourable issue. (Cheers.)] 
The paragraph respecting the incr 
trade between Canada and England in 
cattle wae also of considerable importance.] 
From tiie existence of plea: 
in toe United States our live 
with England was in danger of being 
ropted. Cattle from Canada and toe”
Stata were sometime ago 
into England. On ascertaining that ; 
pneumonia existed in the United Stata th^ 
Minister of Agriculture took prompt a 
to exclude American cattle from this < 
fry, and for those measures the hon. : 
far waa entitled to great credit, 
toe Imperial Government received infoi 
tion of the prevalence of that disease ini 
United Stata they interdicted the in 
totion of American cattle, but fortun 
did not include Canadian cattle within i 

To prohibit the admission < 
j cattle into the Dominion wi 
i the only policy open to the Gov] 

crament, and waa a matter of neoei 
Undoubtedly the measure bore a net


