THE VICTORIA .
3 . COUNTY PURCHASE.

According to the Gleaner, Mayor

MacLeod of Fredericton, in his speech
at Perth on the11th instant, made the
gtatement  that certajn lands in
Victoria County recently purchased
by the proviacial government to be
opeu&l up for settlement were under
& mortgage of £513,000 to the Central
Trust Company of New York and
were also encumbered by arrearage of
taxes, 8o that settlers who should take
up such lands would do so subject to
the disabilities above stated.

It, however, appears that Mr.
Macleod overlooked section 8 of
Chapter 88 of the Acts of 1907. which
providee that: The conveyance by
the said company ({the N, B. Railway
©o.) to His Majesty the King of the
said lands or of the said company’s
right, title and interest therein shall
vest the said lands . and the complete
title thereto in His Majesty, hissuc-
ocessors and assigns, in fee simple and

- discharged from all encumbrances of

any nature or kind.

It would seem as if Mr.  Hazen'’s
lientenant, in his eagerness to make
& point against  the government, had
made & slipwhich will hurt nobody
so much as his own party. Public
men need to be very careful of the

tatements they issue.
B N
STRIKE SETTLED.

The 'longshoremen of St. John, who
struck for an increase of wages from
30 t0 40 cents ‘per hour, have after

y veek’s idleness, compromised

“#he steamship companies at 324
cefits snhour. . If these men would
strikeJéss and vote more intelligently it
would be better for them.

= -—-o————-

THE PULP WOOD QUESTION.

In his anunal message to congress
President’ Roosevelt urges the repeal
of' ths 'duty - on  wood pulp and the

] pan agreement with Canada,
if i to prevent any export duty
infhis’country. That would be a very
one-sided arrangement, into which
Csnada is not likely to enter. It
would be very nice for our southern
friends if they could gain unlimited
freedomi to carry off our forest pro-
ducts to be manufactured in their own
citiesybut Canada’s interest lies in
keeping her wood at home until it is
madé# into paper.
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THE FARMERS' OPPORTUNITY.

The Farmers' Educational and Co-
operative Union, started by Newt
Gresham, in the town of Point, Texas,
less than ten years ago, now claims
295,000 members in Texas, 80,000 in
Arkansas, and 1,800,000 in the whole
United Stetes. Like the Prohibition
movement, the Farmers' Union is
sweeping the republic from the
southern border northward, and now
includes nearly one-eighth of the men
of the country. Up to two years ago,
the movement was still practically
confined to the cotton-growing states,
but since that date it has grown
rapidly in the north and west.

If the farmers of Canada realized
their strength, there would be fewer
lawyers in our local and federal
legislatures and more men who earn
their bread by thesweat of their brow,
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SENATE REFORM.

As the old province of Canada, by
permission of the Imperial parliament,
changed in 1856 her appointed and
irvesponsible Legislative Council to an

& | legislator.

.| poisonous salmon,

institutions. Senate reform is very
much in the air just now; but no
change short of making the so-called
upper house directly responsible to the
electorate is worth considering. Only
by direct vote of the people should
any person be allowed to become a
Like the British House of
Lords and other aristocratic bodies
legally independent of the tax-payers,
our Senate, as at present constituted,
has no right to exist.

SOME WAYS OF MAKING MONEY

Several months ago, 5,000 cans of
that were being
thrown on the Montreal market, were
discovered in the nick of time and de-
stroyed before they had time to reach
and kill the prospective consuiners.
Later in the year, the Evening Times
declared that St. John dealers were
selling short-weight butter. And the
Toronto Globe of the 12th instant tells
of Toronto bakers having been fined
on the previous day for selling loaves
of bread considerably lighter than the
proper weight.

The Toronto men who were convict-
ed were fined from $10 to $25 and costs
—ridiculously small punishment for
men who, for private gain, were
systematically robbing the poor of the
city insucha barefaced and scandalous
manner. We have not noticed that
anything has been done to the St.
John dealers who collected full price
for butter lacking one or more ounces
in each pound. And nothing has been
done to the criminals concerned in the
Montreal transaction that came so
near being a tragedy. Is the
conscience of the country dead?

NEEDED IMPROVEMENTS
TO ELECTION LAW.

Mr. Claude Macdonnell, M. P. for
South Toronto, has introduced a bill
to an: 'nd the election Act by making
voting compulsory; proclaiming a
public holiday on election day; and
abolishing the $200 deposit now requir-
ed of candidates, which deposit is
forfeited by the one . who receives less
than half as many votes as the success-
ful candidate.

Compulsory voting is the law in
Austria, and, at last elections there,
resulted in the polling of nearly the
entire vote. While there are objec-
tions to making a person deposit his
ballot, whether he will or no, such a
law would discourage the practice of
some voters who refuse to go to the
polls unless paid for it, and would also
show the real strength of the different
parties.

The second provision of the proposed
bill would prevent any voter, whom
his employer suspected of belonging
to a different party, from being kept
away from the polls on penalty of
losing his job.. The %third provision
would remedy another gross injustice.
To raquire a deposit means to dis-
courage, and in many cases forbid, a
deserving candidate entering the lists.
It keeps new parties out of the field in
many constituencies, thus preventing
a free expression of the will of the
people. Let all parties have equal
chances, and, where no candidate
receives a clear majority of all the
ballots cast, let there beasin Germany,
France, Austria and Italy, a second
ballot for the two leaders in the prev-
ious contest. Every person eligible to
vote should be eligible for parliament
without any such extra restictions as
property qualifications and election
depusits. Only he who opposes the
basic principles of popular government
will oppose the last two sections of Mr.
Macdonnell’s bill,
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REPORT OF THE
PROHIBITION COMMISSION.

The report of the commissioners ap-
pointed by the provincial goternment
to inquire into the workings of the
prohibition Act in P. E. Island and
the Canada Temperance Act in New
Brunswick has been submitted. It
reviews the conditions found by the
commissioners, is unanimous, and

makes no recommendations.

According to the report the prohib-

consumption.

ot

Seatistics show that in New York City

‘A-lnutef,&.o
be living now if they had not neglected the

consumptives might

creased it in Charlottetown, and toa
lesser extent in Souris and George-
town. As to the result in Summer-
side the evidence was so conflicting as
to leave the commissioners in  doubt.
The open saloon and barroom and
treating has been abolished, and
drunkenness, noise and  rowdyism
greatly curtailed. The liguor sold'in
many of the drug stoves, and where it
is sold illicitly, is of bad quality, say
the commissioners; also that the en-
forcement of the Act has caused an
increase in the crime of perjury.

In New Brunswick, the commission-
ers found that in the country distriets,
the Canada Temperance Act is fairly
well enforced, and the sale of liquof
largely wiped out. They concluded]
that in ‘most New Brunswick cities
and towns the Act has been used as a
revenue producer, thus virtually con-
verting it into a license system.” In
Marysville, Sussex, Woodstock,
Sackville and St. George; the Act is
fairly well enforced. Much perjury
arises in the enforcement of the law.
The report goes on to say that
difficulty in the enforcement of the
Canada Temperance Act is caused by
the insufficient renumeration provided
for inspectors and officers.” The P. E,
I. Act is more severe than. the other,
and provides that an intoxicated
person may be compelled to state
where he got his liquor. But neither
act is meant to bestrictly prohibitory,
as each allows the importation and
consumption of liquor and prohibits
only the sale.

From the tenor of the report, it

‘would seem that what New Bruns.

wick needs is a law similar to that of
P. E. L, but with this important
difference: that, instead of entrusting
to druggists or other private vendors
the sale of the liquor to be allowed for
industrial, scientific, medicinal and
sacramental purposes, all such liquor
should be imported, or manuafactured,
and sold by the government itself.
The P. E. 1. Act, thus amended,

province or country. No North Afher-
ican community has ever yet tried
such a prohibitory law, all our so-
called prohibitory acts having left the
manufacture of intoxicants in private
hands,
e O e
CHINA'S \VI'SDOM.

The Chinese government, recogniz-
ing that no nation whose people are
ignorant can become truly great, has
decreed compulsory eduncation. for all
its subjects. Realizing, also, that a
nation that has been absolutely
governed since the beginning of
history cannot at once accommodate
itself to the proper use of free: institu-
tions, the administration has: ordered
the people to be instructed in the
principles of constitutional govern-
ment in order that they may be better
fitted to elect parliamentory repre-
sentatives when the promised change
takes effect.

NEWS FROM THE GAPITAL

Canada and Australia at Logger-
heads.—Will Drop Subsidy
to That County,

OTTAWA, Thursday—F. A. Gendron,
of Hull, has decided not to contest the
seat in Labelle in the Liberal interest
so that Mr. Bourassa will not get his
chance to run for Quebec constituency
in the Ottawa County. The govern-
ment candidate for Labelle will now
probably be Mr. E. A. Goyette, of Hull,
though Mr. Harry Cameron, of Ottawa,
says he will run as a Liberal.

At the Conservative Conveption of
Pontiac County at Shawville to-day
Gerald H. Brabason, the present mem-
ber, was unanimously endorsed as can-
didate for the hext federal elections.
For the local house Dr. Lemon McNal-
ly, of Campbell's Bay, was asked to
oppose Mr. Gillis, the sitting member.
He t-kod time to consider the nomina-
tion. y

In the estimates for 1908-9, presented
to parllament last evening, the subsidy
for the Australian steamship line from

.| Vancouver to Australla has been drop-

ped. It amounted to $180,509. This
subside expires in August next, and
evidently it is not to be renewed. Al-
though the service
should be, still that is not the real rea-
son for the discontinuance of the sub«
sldy. As a mattesr of fact Austras
la's treatment of Canada In regard to
trade matterg Is not such as o en~
courage this country in’ providing
trade facilities for the Comm mwealth,
when the latter continues to place tar-
iff obstacles in the way instead of
meeting the Dominion government's

| For that

should work well in this or any other

is not ,what it

\ Dandruff

There is oné thig that will
cure it—Ayer’s Haip Vigor.
It is a regular scalp-medicine.
It quickly destroys the germs
which cause this disease.
1The unhealthy scalp becomes
|

healthy. The dandruff disap- §
pears, had to disappear. A
healthyscalp means a greatdeal
to you—healthy hair, no dan-
druff,no pimples, no eruptions..

Tho best kind of a testimonial —
‘“Sold for over sixty years.”

£

SEALED TENDERS addressed to the
undersigned, and endorsed ‘‘Tender
for Mills Point Wharf,” will be receiv-
ed at this office until Friday, Janun.ryl
10, 1908, inclusively for the construc-

tion of a wharf at Mills Peint, North-
| umberland County, N..B., according

to a plan and specification .to be seen
fat, the offices of E. T. P. Shewen, o
 Resident Engineer, St. John, N. B.,
Geoﬂrégﬂswad, Esq., Resident Engi-
neer, tham, N. B., omapplication
to the Postmaster at Hnnfwicke. N.
B., and at the Department of Public
‘Works, Ottawa.

Tenders will not be considered un-
+less made on the printed formsupplied.
{ and signed with the actual signatures
of tenderers.

An accepted cheque on:a. chartered
bank, payable to the order of the
Honourable the Minister of Public
Works, for twenty-two hundred
dollars ($2,200.00), must accompany
each tender. The cheque will be
forfeited if the person [tendering de-
cline the contract or fail to complete
the work contracted for, and will be
retnrned in case of non-acceptance of
tender.

The Department does not. bind itself
to accept the lowest or any. tender,

B

y Order,
FRED. GELINAS,

Secretary.
Department of Public Works.
Ottawa, December 11, 1907
Newspapers will not be paid for this
advertisement if they insert it without
authority from the Department.

J ust Arrived.

at Wyse’s :

APPLES, CRANBERRIES,. MAPLE SYRUP
RASINS in CLUSTERS, in § Ib,
20 b Boxes, SHELLED
ALMONDS, WALNUTS,
GRAPES.

Newcastle Rakery

e

Fancy Goods.

Everything in dry and
fancy goods will be sold
cheap for Xmas trade.

e have on hand a
large stock of Men’s,
Youth’s and Boys’ Un- -
derwear, Hats, Caps,
Suits, in fact everything
that a man needs.

Watches, rings, pins
and brooches, just the
thing for a Xmas gift.

CHARLES MARONEY,
Castla 8t., Newcastle, M. B. J

s

~ We Have Everything for Evorhody.
‘Bhoes for the street; shoes fob dress,
the: swellest, of the swell, or conserva-
tive style. - Slippers of every deserip-
s tion, all sorts of cold and wet weath-

er shoes. 3

i L : 3
Romeos, Juliets, Feet Warmers, Leggins of every
kind, Rubbers in all styles—oh! well, we can't tell
you half of what we have in store for you. :-: w:,

There's No More Sensible Christmas: Gift Than Feotwear.

If you come here for it you'll not enly:get the best,
but you'll have more meney left for other things,

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL.

D. R. McRAE & €CO.
The Homevof (?ood Slioos

{

e Peoples’ Grocer

The general cry is that; goods have
This is not the
case at our store; call and prove this

advanced in price.

for yourselves. You.can obtain any-
thing insthe line of Groceries; Con-
fectionery, -~ Crockeryware,
Goods and Toys.

that this is the right/ place to purchase

Fancy
Also; don’t fcrget

your Turkeys, Chickens, Geese,

Fresh Beef and Pork.

GEO. STABLES

: a)

1

—————d

CHRISTMAS 'COODS.

I have opened up for the
public, one of the most attractive lines of CHRISTMAS 60¢

every displayed ih:'thas town IIZ(have sparéd no trouble or,

expense in selectifig the goods ffom the leading, houses o1
Canada, which we will give the people at " the very lowest

prices. Everything that can be got for a Christmas pesent,

f
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