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" THE QUESTION OF LIFE.

Man’s Progress and the Books of the
Eighteenth Century.

In what mankind called “progress”
the world was led by lllusion, advanc
ed by lies. Everybody hated work,
which was the only health. Hven the
preacher spoke dolefully of “the curse
of Adam.” Everybody wanted to be
rich, which meant unhappiness; every-
body wanted to be idle, which meant
death. Change was regarded as prog-
ress, and to find one different from
oneself was to find one worse than
oneself. And with all these I sympa-
thized, knowing them to be wrong.

I had listened to moralists and be-
fore all was done discerned that a
question of morals was a question of
latitudes, and vice related to the equa-
tor.” Cruelty was a creature of the
thérmometer; the tropics tortured
what the arctics nursed. Happiness
was born of contrast when it wasn’t
born of temperament, and Third ave-
nue laughed oftener than Fifth, One
man committed suicide, another gave a
feast. Each was worth $20,000. The
suicide had been a millionaire, the
feast giver a pauper. I consldered
merchants and gamblers. There was
but one difference—when the mer-
chant’s resources ended his credit end.
ed; when the gambler’s resources end-
ed his credit began. When the gam-
bler was down his fellow gamblers
helped him; when the merchant was
down his fellow merchants fell upon
him and tore him like wolves.

Progress? A wise man proved it by
pointing to a railroad and asking me
to remember stagecoaches. 1 asked
why it was better to travel 900 miles
in a day than to travel ninety. He
said one could reach Chicago in a day
and night. I replied that one couldn’t
reach Calcutta in a day and night. He
saild that medicine and surgery had
advanced; that we now saved lives we
used to lose. I asked why it was im-
portant to save lives that must one day
die; also I polnted out 'that we saved
weaklings to wed weaklings and pro-
duce weaklings, which was progressing
backward. He grew angry and asked
if.1 favored death. I grew angry and
agked If he favored birth; also 1 want-
ed to hear whether or no he believed
in killing weeds.

Progress! 1 know nothing of medi-
cine and railways and stagecoaches
and saving lives, but I do know about
books.” And I see by my bookecases
that the nineteenth century did not
write so well nor in things beautiful
think so well as did the eighteenth,
with the promise all about me that the
present century will write worse and
think more heavily than either. We
have better guns, clocks, plows, sewing
machines, but they wrote better Eng-
lish and thought nobler thoughts,—Al-
€red Henry Lewis in Cosmopolitan,
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Omen of the Wedding Ring.

At the close of a recent divorce case
& woman spectator remarked:

“I knew they wouldn’t pull together
very long. 'The ¢rease made by her
wedding ring proved that. When she
had been married six months I saw
ber take her ring off one day. The
raark it had left was so faint you could
nardly see it. You can always gauge
the length of a marriage by the impres-
sion made by the wedding ring. In
some cases the ring, even though en-
tirely too large, sinks away into the
finger. Such a mark as that indicates
a marriage as lasting as eternity, Oth-
er women may wear a ring as tight
ag the skin, yet it will leave scarcely a
streak on the flesh. In that case look
out for an early termination of the con-
tract.”

The other women present sald noth-
ing, but all improved the first oppor-
tunity to slip their rings around and
inspect the telltale mark. The faces
of some wore an expression of satis-
faction, others of disappointment, but
nobody knew the reason therefor,

i
A Considerate Actress.

A doctor saw Julia Marlowe as Ju-
liet one night in Pittsburg and was tre-
mendously impressed. Only in the pow-
erful death scene there was a technical
error. “Miss Marlowe,” the doctor said
at a reception the next day, “I admired
your Jullet profoundly. The imperso-
nation was a work of art. But, pardon
me, don’t you know that a corpse
doesn’t stiffen for at least six hours
after death?” Miss Marlowe answered
in the drawl that she reserves for such
speeches, “Now, doctor, do you think
I'm going to keep my audiences wait-
ing six hours for me to stiffen?”

Schoolboy’s Essay on Henry VIIIL

Henry VIII. was a frequent widow-
er, conceited, cunning, eruel and corpu-
lent. He burned the pope's bull in effi-
gy, beheaded his best friends, made
himself defender of the faith by a Lat-
in law and had an Inordinate ambition

and an ulcer In his leg, Henry sternly "

denied the validity of the proud pope
of Roam and at last, worn out by an
internal discord, died more in sorrow
than in amger. :

Same Trouble Everywhere.

We have a brother in our church who
belonged to several other denomina-
tions before he came to u8, and he tells
us they have the same trouble every-
where—impossible to get a $2,000
preacher tpr $750 a year, :

Hereditary.
‘:.Yom- son is a great football play-
er.
“Yes; it is hereditary.”
“I never heard that his father was a
football player.”
“He isn't, but he is a chronic kicker.”

R L :
Paying honest debts promptly and

' cheertully Is a virtue of manhood ap-
/ ited by every one.—Newark (Ark,)
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Carter’s
Little Liver Pills.

Must Bear Signature of

FOR TORPID LIVER,
FOR CONSTIPATION
FOR SALLOW SKIN.
FOR THE COMPLEXION

GEINUENE MUST MAVE TUR|

SICK HEADACHE.

The Potato In Ireland.
Statistics prepared by the Irish de-
partment of agriculture relaf.lm to
the potato cwop reveal some intbrest-
ing results as to the popularity of
the different varieties throughout the

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

MAN WHO HAS GAINED NOTOR.
IETY IN A VERY SHORT TIME.

Wit and Man of Letters Not to Know
Something of Whom Is a Reflec-
tion on One’s Capacity for Keep-
ing Up With the Times—Regarded
as Genius by Some, as an Arrant
Charlatan by Others.

George Bernard Shaw is one of the
most thoroughly exploited men of the
day, and it is a reflection on one’s
capacity for keeping up with the times
not to know something of him. One
of the most interesting things about
him is the method by which he has
achieved so great notoriety in so short
a time.

Of course there are various well au-
thenticated ways of doing it. Homi-
cide and the long and elaborate inter-
“nezzo between the act itself and ad-
ministration of retributive justice af-
ford a certain and rather popular
means of securing publicity. Suicide
is equally potent, but it has one capi-
tal drawback—he who is most concern-
ed i3 debarred from the full enjoy-
ment of the sensation. Happily for
the born egotist, there are abundant
other less extreme resources. If he is
clever enough, he is pretty likely to
find a vehicle suitable to his purpaosa,

country. It is indicative of the con-
servatisin df the growers that not-

of high class new varieties that are

Champion. This old variety still oc-
cupies more land than all the others

other causes.
said to be
s making sppreciable headw#y, and,
although it is steadily gaining in fav-

the Champion for many years to come,
if ever.—Dundea Advertiser.
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Miraculous Eggs. v

A correspond=nt calls to mind an
incident in the life of Prof. Anderson,
“the wizar of the north,” rays The
London News. Walking through the
butter and egg market in Aberdeen,
he bought ene egg from an old woman
with a Moﬂui. He cracked the
shell the spot and extracted a
lmrefn. which he calinly put in his
pocket. He asked for another egg and
took anoter sovereign from it. The
wizard then asked, “How much for
the basketlf”’

“Na, nal Ye’ll get nae mair,” was
the reply, as the saleswoman swung
the baskef on her arm and rushed
home to Break every egg she had.

Bhe found them all nice and fresh,
and the wizard sent her ons of his
sovergigns.
»~ An Important Post.

When 8ir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man was Secretary of State for War
Queen Vietoria wished to make the
Czar an honorary colonel of & Brit
ish regiment. The Prime Minister,
as he now is, demurred on the grounds
that all other European savereigns
would expect to receive simélar hon-
ors. But as the Queen was willing
that even this should be the Czar
was made colonel of the Séots Greys.
Naturally the appointment -caused
some excitement in the vegiment.
One subaltern was overheard saying
to his servant, “Donald, the Emperor
of Russia has“been made molonel of
the regiment.” “Indade,” was his re-
ply, “it’s a verra gran’ thing for him,
but will he be able to keep baith
places?”’

Thé Best Quaranty of Merit
Is Open Publicity.

Every bottle of Dr. Pierce’s world-
famed medicines leavinirthe great labo-
ratory at Buffalo, N. Y., has printed
upon fts m{)per all the In'fredianu
en into its composition. This fact
alone places Dr, Pierce’s Fanily Medi-
cines in a class all by themselves. They
cannot be classed with patent or secret

medicines becaunse they are neither. This
is why so many un&zrejudlced shyslclan’l
&mcrlbe them and recommen

eir patients. They know what they
are composed of, and that the ingredients
are those endorsed by the most eminemt
medical authorities,

e farther fact that neither Dr.

Plerce’s Golden Medical Discovery, the

cart ,.g""“‘n“" and Dlood parier ors ok

purifier, nor

*Favori
worked,

ator

Prescription * for weak, over- |
ken-down, nexvous women,

contains any alcohol, also entitles them

to_a place all by themselves,

Many years ago, Dr. Pierce discovered
that chemicall: cerine, of
a8, Dektor S5lrems aoud pAEer

ltlv?n of the mﬁ\ediolul prlncltgle- resid-

ing our or
cinal plants than is alcohol; and, further-
:gre.th:: it e ulnabl%med%clnd
perti 0! n u
gm&mﬁupum a gmo:t':ﬂ:m
Neither of the above medicines con-
ins alcohol, or an harmful, habis-
ln.dn‘lg,l.lwﬂ, be seen fro
ce at the formmla printed on each
tﬂo‘m‘o pper. They are safe to use and

potent to cure,

Not only do clans prescribe

tbove, nowglm largely b'?ﬁ

the most intelligent le emﬁ:l{v them

=people who would not think o using

e e Rk oo oo
of Dr. ﬁhreu'l medicines has

kind of an endorsement
E ng m‘dlcﬁ writers ofmgo

e 08 e urmies B
.xr Pierce’s Pleasant Pell umenn‘“ con-
Y Ouuuc'n..“ﬂen is :h- cause of

:ilpn‘!m the cause and :
Eﬁt “Peliot” 1s & gontle

——— e

Minard’s

withstanding the numerous selections |

now availabBle the Irish farmer con- |
tinues t>'achere faithfully to the old

put together, notwithstanding its lia- 1.
bility to feilure through blight or |
The Up-to-Date may be |
fhe only new variety that |

of, it seerAs unlikely to supersede |”

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW.

| . 8haw has found that medium. By
“means of it he has attracted the ate
tention of ‘the English speaking
world. There are thoge who belj
him {o 18 the nearest Approash
genius of the time. There ate others,
glenty of fhem, who regard him as an
arrant charlatan. f‘onunately for Mr,
S8haw both views are valuable, an
almost equally go, in obtaining for
him that which he seeks so palpably,

Egotism has an unpleasant sound,
but it really isn’t so always. It is only
intolerable in the ignorant and vulgar,
In the hands of the capable and clever
it may be made thoroughly enjoyable
and even profitable. The egotism of
George Bernard Shaw is transcendent
and all pervading, but it is never
commonplace. It is the ‘inspiration
of a man possessed of a surfeit of
cleverness and an unquenchable de-
sire to exploit it.

A few years ago, when Mr. Shaw
was just beginning to attract atten-
tion, it occurred to him that it would
b2 a novel thing to define himself pre-
cisely as if the word “Shaw’’ were a
common noun in its correct alpha-
betical position in the dictionary,
This was the outcome: ““A bachelor,
an Irishman, a. vegetarian, an athe-
ist, a teetotaler, a fanatic, a humor-
ist, a fluent liar, a social democrat, a
lecturer and debater, a lover of music,
a fierce opponent of the present sta-
tus of women and an insister on the
serious in art.”

It might have been a good defini-
tion for Shaw as he understood him-
self at the time, but it would be wide
of the mark at present. It would have
t, be expanded in some directions
and curtailed in others. Since then'
he has become a Benedict, a success-
ful playwright and a man of affairs,
“the victim of a bank account,” as
he asserts humorously. °

Shaw was born in Dublin 50 years
ago. He does not seem inclined to
speak of his early life except to deny
almost everything that has been said
of it by others, He admits that he
made up his mind at a very early
age to earn his living by the pen and
that nine years’ effort brought him’
about $30, most of it a prize for a
patent medicine advertisement. At
the age of 20 he concluded that star-
vation in London was no more to be
dreaded than the same fate at home
and was likely to be less monotonous,
80 he migrated to English soil, his
combinéd resources consisting of an
“itch for scribbling that was incur-
able” and “‘a capacity for abstinence
that would have been a delight to
Francis d’Assisi.”

He was at that time the author of
no less than five novels, no one of
which had ever seen the light. He
took a humble lodging, his Irish plaus-
ibility enabling him to secure a week’s
credit, and proceeded to let loose the
“torrent of ideas that was seething
within.” Armed with a pocketful of
sketches, ta made a tour of the news-
paper ofti™s without lodging a sheet.
At one of them, however, he was giv-
en to understand that his work would
receive consideration if the conditions
were fulfilled. - ;

The young Irishman took the hint
and after making a study of the “pol-
icy” of the paper submitted another
batch of sketches, One of them was
accepted, and the overjoyed author
was the richer by a crown. It was
the entering wedge, and it gave him
a foothold. In the course of time he
found favor in other literary quarters
and established a “connection’” which,
precarious as it was, made living a
possibility to one of his abstemious
habits.

Even at. this early period of his

‘career he was an ardent vegetarian

and had begun to indulge in little af-
fectations that served to mark him as
an “original.” Tn matters .of dresg he
‘nssumed the widest latitude. That any’
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"St. George’s Baking Powder
\ is good enough for me.”

“What if I can make more profit on a powder
that you say is just as good” ?
“«I have no use for those ‘just as

good’ things. And I
will not have ¢cheap’,
impure baking powder
in my store at any price.”

“No, sir! People,who deal

here, expect me to protect them

against doubtful goods.
am not going to risk losing good €
customers by selling a Baking
Powder that I can’t intelligently
recommend. ”

“l1 Anow that ST. GEORGE'S
is a pure Cream of Tartar Baking
Powder, it gives satisfaction and
I'll stick to it.”

~ time (and mine) trying to
"™\ sell me anything else.”

for breakfast, luncheon, dinner or tea ?

Book tells how to prepare 100 dishes, for every
meal,

Chemical Co. Limited, Montreal,
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“You are just wasting your

“Good morning!”

Are you ever at loss as to < what to have”’
Our Cook

Sent free if you write the National Drug &

-

garment was fashjoned in the prevail-
ing style was sufficient to obtain his
condemnation for it. Starched linen
and polished boots were as obnoxious

Whitechapel.

wearin‘g coarse flannel shirts with
wide, rolling collars and a slouch: hat
that overtopped a bushy head of hair
and a lean face decorated with red
whiskers.

Buch was George Bernard Shaw in
those early days. There was, perhaps,
not another man inTondon who could
flourish on so small a eapital. His
physical requirements were so few
that they occasioned him no worry,
and all of his effort could be directed
toward the business of making him-
self known. He was absolutely with-
out any of the trivial vices of men of
his kind—tobacco, he maintained,
was Satan’s most potent ally, and the
use of flesh was distinctively canni-
balistic.

He was an extreme Socialist. That
enabled him to mount a box in Hyde
Park on Sundays and holidays and
harangue the crowd. His unkempt
appearance and his -extravagant lan-
guage attracted considerable atten-

George Bernard Shaw. He thus be-
came an easy speaker and later on
began to deliver lectures on a variety
of subjects whenever and wherever
he could secure a hearing.

This was his life for 23 years. At
the end of that period he really had
little to show for all his effort. Ha
had achieved % certain amount of
popularity, no doubt, but it was of
the kind that is least of all satisfy-
ing to its owner. He had created a
market for his literary wares and had
become the mouthpiece of those who
make it their crewning virtue to de-
cry modern ways of doing. His apos-
tolate was not of his own choosing,
but was composed of those of all

creative talent, he must have despis-
ed the puny logic of those who pro-
fessed to be his disciples. . *

At the age of 42, and for the first
time on record, Shaw lapsed into con-
ventionality and was legally wedded
%0 a woman who knew and his
ways and was prepared to cope with

life in inveighing against matrimony
as it is practiced by civilized man-
kind, and the news of his Darby and
Joan marriage came like a shock to
those who had enrolled themselves
as his followers. Dire consequences
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Cured of Drunkenﬁeu

How a Montreal lady cured het hiusband of
-‘lrmkmnm_ with a gecret home mudy 0
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t> him as is ‘the chimney pot hat in |
He went about in the |
garb.of a workman out of employment, |

tion, and the more the better—for |

«classes’who see no merit in things as !
they exist. Himself & man of wit and |

them. He had spent 20 years of his |
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come. On the contrary, there is every
ifdication that marriage has done
great things for the eccentric and
would be iconoclastic Irishman. The
eight years of his married life have
brought him greater prosperity than
i he had ever known, and domesticity

1

|

value has expanded immensely,
! old-fashioned house which stands onl

i & few hundred yards from the bnnti-
| ing Strand. The building dates baek
| to the French revolution, and there
| is nothing modern looking about its
‘| exterior,

Mrs. Shaw is a pleasant-faced mat-
ron, with a constant and Mghlym?o-
olalized knack of bearing the burden
of the conversation when her husband

| is present. Shaw himself is a tall,
| thin man, straight in body and quick
| of movement. He wears a red beard,
straggling and flecked with white and
has big and wvery white teeth, which'
are quite prominent. He is no longer
conspicuously unconventional in

attire, but still retains certain peoul-
| farities of dress.

A B. C. LEADER.

fHud of the Liberal Forces In the
Pacific Province.

The Liberal leader in British Colum-

. bia in the provincial campaign now

| being waged, James A. Macdonald, is

| an Ontario boy, having been born in'

Huron County in 1868. He was edu-
cated at the public schools, at the
. Btratford Collegiate Institute (his fath-
j er being then a manufacturer in that
| city), and later he attended the Uni-

JaMES 4, mnonm
(Liberal leader in British Columbia.)

versity of Toronto and Osgoode Hall,
He began the practice of law in To-
ronto in 1890, having first studied in
Btratford with the present Mr. Justice
Idington. In 1896 he joined in the
rush to Rossland, and cast his lot
with other professional men who made
the Golden City their business head-
quarters. Bince then Rossland has
experienced many vicissitudes, but
er,luMmfmald has ;emained with
oyalty and ‘success. In 1903 he was

chi to the British Columbia Legis-
‘ature for R.;'ﬂ&‘-’nq‘ and at the caucus
. which: folld he was chosen Liberal
leader for the Province. Such an early

Al on, wno. generally pre-
» . i b9y :
ers to listen T to

He is, | ,-possessed of eminent
egal skill, and  his s in the
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The Shaws live at the top of a big |

| Mrs.
. | Monda,
has added greatly to his popularity. | y ‘Ar
Iliis literary output has not become (Vo Jisiting for a - few el
| markedly less erratic, but its market | dist?—iftr 'PPe 18 very prevalent in this

}tine olt which
Robert George.
The recent wind storm blew alot
| ufoences down around here.
| org, on Tuesday, Jan. 29th, to Mr,
DANTE. and Mrs. Jerome, of Florence, a
daughter, ¥
Mrs. Stocking is vigiting her sister
at Florence.
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman visited at
Mr. Pesha'’s on Sunday.

ﬂ:ey purc:has(:(:l. of

Monck and children returned
from Chatham, where they
days.

~—— e

The roads are splendid since the .
WANTED A CHOICE.

recent cold snap.
Mr. and Mrs, Benson Houston visit-
ed at Geo. Randall’s on Monday.
Walter Rolston and Bert James arc
cutting wood for Mr. Geason.
Will Wood visited friends at Cro- |
ton on Sunday.
The James boys

Will you be my wife, Jane?
Will g‘ou ask me again, Johnt .

Why

Just because d like to look
;amu.nd a little while before 1 give

are breaking a you a direct answer.

Indispensable in Winter.'

There’s a need in every home for

GRAY'S Syaup oF Re SpRuce Gu

. A few doses, at the first sign of a cold, will allay all throat
irritation—take away hoarseness—check the inflammation—
strengthen the lungs—ward off the cough.
All the healing, soothing, curative properties of Canadign Spruce
Gum-—combined with aromatics, Pleasant to take. 25 cts,
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It’'s The Tone That

Proves the Quality
Of APiano . . . .

Tn outward appearance one make of piano may resemble
another very clos=ly. The real difference. lies in. the tone,
which is concealed within the case.

It’s the tone every time that proves the quality of a piano.

Run your fingers over the keyboard of a * Nordheimer ”
and just listen. to the superb tone. No doubt about the
quality of the *“ Nordheimer ” piano with such a tone as it
possesses, 5

Those who know the real value of tone-quality naturally
select the * Nordheimer ”—the unrivalled Canadian piano,
Will you not come in and play overa selection and judge the
quality of the “ Nordheimer ” tone from what your own ear
tells you ¢ ;

Qur Mr. R. V. Carter will visit Chatham frequently in
our interests, and will be pleased to furnish you with any in-
formation you may desire. Correspondence addressed to
h.im, in care of the Garner House, will receive careful atten-
tion.
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