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"The Preohing of John the Haptist.

" CCOMMYNTARY.—I. A | to re-
\pentance (vs. 1-4). 1. Im se +lays
j==The tinwe is defined, in Luke all., 1.
It was o time of moral dearth. All

i had become a barrgn wilder-
! The Roman emperor, was ues-
j ic and cruel. Herod and Pllate
‘srere little better. The priesthood
{was filled with corrupt men, and ev-
{en Caipphas, the high priest, was
{coorse and brutal. Under suchl lead-
iers theé people had sank lato a very
llow ard degraded condition. It ad
been four hundred years since thev
{nad, beard grophetic warnings,when
Cmddouly John aypeared on the scéne.
.John the Bapiist—do named by Mark
\and Luke and by Joseghus, who men-
itions Lils great influence, and speaks
‘of the crowds that flock to hear him
greach. Preaching—Heralding, &
word suggestiig the roclamation
of a kKing. John was a great reform-
ier. Note the following leading char-
acteristics of his preaching; 1. it
\was stern, like that of Elijah. 2.
It waos absoiulely dauntless. 3. It
shows remarkable insight into tho
weeds of the people of every clads.
4. It was intensely gractical. 5. It
grophesies of the dawn of the king-
.dom of Christ. His message Was; 1,
rerent ; 2, the kingdom of heaven 18
at hand: 8, behold the Lamb of God.
in the wilderness—"John greached In
the wild thinly inhabited region v
ing west of the Jordan and the Dead
‘Sen, as far north of Enon, two-thiris
of the way to the Sea of Galilee,
ard on both sides of the lower Jor-
dan.” .

2. Repent ye—Repentence includes
(1) conviction, (2) contrition, (3) con-
fession. 4) reforwation, and leads to
coaversion, Johm, Jesus, Peter ani
Yaul all preached repeatance. King-
Jom of heaven—As Jesus is the Mes.
giah that s, the Anointel, the King,
0 His gosgel is a law, anl His dis-
gecsation a kingiom —Whedon. The
kingion ol heaven and the kingdom
of God in the New Testament mean
one awl the same thing and gener-
ally have reference to the epiritual
kingdom which Christ sets up in the
bearts ¢ His followers. At hand—The
Jews expected a great national de-
Jiverer. The meaning here i8 that
the coming 6f ithe Messiah to begin
Wis dominion on earth, under ihe
Christian economy, is at hand.

8. Esalas—The Greek form for
Isalah. The reference here is to
Isaiah xL 8-5: also see Luke iil. 4-6.
The voice—"The prophecy draws at-
tention to the work rather than the
worker.’ The voice of the prophet
was wud and distinct. Prepare ye—
The idea is taken from the prac-
tice of Eastern monarchs, who, when-
ever they took a journey, sent har-
bingens before them to prepare the
way. The Jewish church was the
desert country. Paths straight—
This is figurative language. The
words fiiustrate the straightening
force of the gospel. There must be
a thorough preparation before God,
our King, will come o us.

4. Had his raiment, etc.—"“The ap- |
pearance of John was like that of
the great prophet Eiijah iIn the
popular mind. He was clothed in the
ooarse, rough cloth called sackcloth
in the Scriptures. It was cheap, but
admirable for keeping out the heat,
cold and rain, This mantle was
girded .around him with a leather
girdle of undressed hide. His food
oonsisted of locusts, closely resem-
bling our grasshoppers, and of wild
honey. All this was a natural as
well as simple mode of living in
ibhose days in the wilderness.” Meat—
¥ood. Locusts—The law of Moses
gave permission to eat locusts (Lev.
xi. 21(. “John here represents the
@eymbols of the repentance he
preaches, according to anciemt cus-
toms. The hair or sackcloth, the
fasting and the eolitude, were the
ordinary outward signs of deepest
humiliation.”™ 2

II. Many confessions made (vs.
5, 6). 6. Went out=Left their
homes and went to the desert where
‘John was preaching. He was very
succeseful, and the heart of the
whole nation was stirred. Even
Herod the King heard him gladly
and “did many things” (Mark vi. 20).
All the region—The crowds must
must have been enormous. John was
very popular, but popularity had no
offect upen such as he. 6. Confess-
ing—Confession of sin is one of the
marks of true repentance. See 1st
John, L 9.

III. A thorough reformation de-
manded (ve. 7-10). 7> When he saw, —
“Men Tonor & lofty a\mi-lenrlem soul,
seeking no selfisl. object, but braving
all ition for tLe noblest ends.
Jotn had nothing to lose but his
jife, and cared for notkLing but the
{aittful . diecharge of his duty.”
PlLarleees —The name signifies sep-
aratists. Ttey held tenaciosuly to
a literal Ubedience of thLe written
law, and an unwritten tradition.
Sadducees —TT adhered to the
written law of , but refused to
give muck weight to tradition,. They
did not beieve in a future life,
angels or gpirits. Said unto them.—
"Tte three leading religions sects at
that time were the Pharisees, Sad-
ducees and Essenes,. and Le handled
them with terrible eeverity. Gener-
ation of vipers—*“Brood” of vipers.
«Prje denotes persoms deceitful and
mallc ous” “A terribly expressive
apeecl. " He called them snakes. Who
hath arped you—How came you to
ttink “at by complyiner with an out-
svard - g0, lyou can escape the wrath
of Gu without an Inward change?
Wratl ‘o come—The iniquity of the
patior was 80 great that all men
expect | a speedy and awful judz-
ment. ¢ Fruit worthy of repentance
Jotin di. not etop with a mere pro-
fesglon, Lut they must show the hon-
asty of their purpose by thelr coa-

9. Think not to say, etc.—+The nat-
mral fmpulse of the unregenerate
heart {s to seek out excus's and sub-
terfufees whenr the oo science Is
touehied. Out of these hard’ unregen-
erate \iearte G~d is able to mnke
hearts ‘of fi~sh and children of Abra-
ham, 10—T e axe is laid—“Thrre 1s
an aliusion ‘ere to a woodmrn who,
having maried a tre~ [>r excig'on,
fays s ghe at its rcot while hejays
oft his outer gorment. i~ order “pat

he may wil1 more powerful blowy.”
\ n(i‘\t’)‘ﬁ,

EV. Joh | ~{at (ve 11 1
11. Unte et n~  Tn'n wam a ve
rntanoe pr her Thie was “a bap-

&

the m
the people for the coming of the M
siah, and they began to ask themw
selves whether he were the Christ.
Is mightier—John clearly outlined
the work of the coming Messiah. His
baptism will effect what mine is
poweriess to do. Not worthy-—Joho |

ment. His a t unexampled humil-
ity from first led him to desig-
nate his "f""":"‘ shook Israel to
its centre/.af mer paratory,
and tv subordinate himsell at once
to Him who 'was far greater than he.
With fire—Fire is an emblem of the
Holy Spirit. The fire of the Holy
Ghost 'will dJspel the coldness and will
give pew energy and life to the soul.
12. se fan—The fan, or the in-
strument for the pur ‘.I%lﬂ the gos-
pel. Floor—His church. Wheat—True
believers. Garner—The klugdom ' of
grace here and of heaven hereafter.
Unquencheble fire—Nothing will be
able to extinguish the awful firce
that will kindle around the feet oi
the finally impenitent.
PRACTICAL SURVEY.

The appearance of John the Bap-
tist marks a distinct and jmport-
ant epoch in the great processes of
a world’s redemption.—the point of
meeting and digression of two mag-
nificent dispensations, Himsell be<
longing to neither, he stands out
m history as the closing sgnal of
the one, and the advance herald of
another, greater and final. The great
truth of the lesson is “The Coming
Kingdom.”

The kingdom is spiritual. Jesus
Christ when questioned by Pilate de-
clared both the fact and nature of
his dominion when he sald, .
kingdom is not of this world.” That
it contemplates the control of out-
ward affairs, soclal and civic, is un-
questionable, but it segures thia oute
ward triumph by assuming the su-
premacy of the purpose, and will
through the power of purified affac-
kingdom of ven is within you.”
No mere outwanrd loyalty or service
can answer here. Devotion to Christ
and truth must ?rlng spontaneous
from the deepest impulses or fail ot
meeting the standard of divine re-
quirement.

The kingdom is permanent. This
is that which appeared in viclon to
Nebuchadneszzar, and was interpret-
ed and prophesied by Daniel. “And
in these days shalt the God of Hea-
ven set up another kingdom, which
shall never be destroyed.” Estab-
lished without human consent, this
kinmdom is destined to break into
pleces and consume all other king-
doms, and it shall stand forever.”

The kingdom is comprehensive.
“Agk of Me, and I shall give thee
the heathem ror :hine inheritance,
and the uttermost partsof the earth
for thy possession.” *“The isles shall
wait for his law.” See also Eph. 1.
10; Col. ili. 11. The plerced hand
of the Bon of God opens the door,
and each man enters, or closes it
against his own soul. The final con-
summation of the kingdom-John be-
held when “a great multitude, which
no man could number, of all nations
and kindreds, . and peoples and
tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, and- palms in their
hands.” )

The conditions of the kingdom.
One brief but emphatic and compre-
hensive word constitutes the true
message of the wilderness prophet.
Fundamental truths can never
change, and the original and now
almost forgotten condition remains
a® the threshold of the Christian
life. “Repentance toward God” . must
precede “faith.. .towvard'our " Lord
Jesus Christ." ‘The depth of the for-
mer wili be” ‘the " 'méasure of ‘the
clearness and strength of the lat-
ter. It is preceded always by a
“goodly sorrow,” which, unlike the
“gorroiw of the world,” has regard
to the character rather than the
consequences of sin as an iaventive
to its renunciation. It always
“worketh repentance unto salva-
tion, not to be repented of.” Ite
essential elements are given by the
prophet thus: “Let the wicked for-
gake his .ay, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts.” Such a repent-
ance infallibly brings forth froits
meet for the same. Ancestry, tradi-
tion, ritualism, alike fail of secur-
ing admission to the Kingdom.
Hearty renunciation of sin and self,
and an equally hearty acceptance
of Christ as Saviour and Lord, can
alone secure citizenship, bring the
baptism of the Holy Ghost, and
transform the worthless and fire-
destined to a thing of life and value
which shall escape the fierce win-
nowing of divine indignation.—Wm,
H. Clark.

LAZY MAN'S PARADISE

‘The Women Are the Workers in the
West Indies

On market day in the West Indies
thousands of peasant women and girla
can be seen walking along the roads to
the town from their palm-thatched huts
in the mountains and woods. They
carry on their heads immense loads of
bananas, oranges, yams, plantains,
brown sugar or tobacco, stepping along
at the rate of four miles an hour with
the gait of a princess.

Constant carrying of heavy loads gives
them a splendid carriage. They will
walk forty miles to market to sell 30
cents’ worth of produce. Often they
could sell the same stuff for a better
price at their homes, but they enjoy
the merry company on the road and
the fun and gossip of the market place
too much to give ap their weekly jaunt.
Most people think such a tramp hard
work, but they regard it as a picnic.
Tramping along over rough mountain
tracks, fording swift rivers, tugging
fractious mules in the way that they ,
should go, these women never let their |
loads fall. They could dance a jig with-

shows his greatpess by his scli-abasc-

‘travel lke the devil between sSup-

out dropping them.

Meanwhile the men folk—who have ;
not even taken the trouble to sow or
harvest the crops—are sleeping in the '
palm-thatched hut.or lying down in the
yam patch outside, and smoking the
strong native tobacco.

“On my estate,” said a coffee planter
to an American friend, “I employ about
600 people in the busy seasons, besides
200 to 300 children. The women out-
number: the men by more than two to
oné, and do far better work, though they
are only paid 18 cents a day, as com
oared with the men’s‘24 cents. The dif-
ference in wages is most' unfair, bnt it

is regulated by an iron-honnd custor,”--
Wansar City Star.
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France has found a way to assure  ed th

her supfemaqy aver the Saharay |
By treaties witli other natlondshe.
e recognized as supreme in author- |
ity over three-fourths of the great |
desert ; but until recently ., Krance..
hiae been almost helpless against

hier. enemies, the TMuarege., . 'm“m

robbers and warriors of the dJesert
pave, time . and. again, . swooped,
north from their mountain homes
in the centre of the Sahara, pounc-
ed upon some littie French outpost
with a corporal’s guanrd or upon
eome oasls friendly to Franoe, kill«
ed, plundered and made off with! tne
fleeiest camels of thpir fastnesses
among thie Ahaggar Mountains ; and
the French have seen the dust of
their enemies as the; Jisappeared
ir 1he distance and boén as helpless
as a hungry man or a desert 1sland
with no boat to take lum across
the flood to a land of plenty.

Up to twenty months ago every
Fiench caravan entering the {es- |
ert wias heavily laden with food and |
watér sipplies for a long journey
and welghed down with ammunition*
and guns for defence against the
Tuaregs. The camels were the or-‘
dinary slow freighters of the des-
ert. The ‘expeditions, therefure were
overiacen, slow and unwieldy. ™ha -
velled robbers 8f the Sahara could
circle all around them, pick off two !
or three stragglers, with iheir
loads of food or guns, Scurry away,
and the French -could not touch
them any more than an Erte Canal’
boat could catch the Mary Powall.
It wae thl mosquito in light march-
ing oxder worrying thie glat.

Of all the expéditions which the
French have organized on this sys-
tem to penetrate far wnto the desert
or to cross it, only one succoeded
in carrying out its mission; and
that was the reau-Lamy party
with 1,000 camels and many tons
ot supplies. Thanks to the in-
domitable energy of ite leaders, this
party crossed to the Soudan |
after long delays:and terrible suffer-

A'tiant two years ago a numbor.
of French army officers in the ex-

. OF THE/SAHARA {

“““mm”“““~£ . @ure. When an Oriental wishes to

Ives comfortably for break-
fight was terribly . oLes
'Most of the Tuaregs had no

s, except lances, and of course

t were routed and were taught
8 n they will never forget. Ie-

faat, -
#lded, "

foro that time they had been on the’

offengive, bat on this eventful day,
tables weve turned and’'the robbers
weore overwhelmingly defeated In
thelr own home. ) =

It 18 the policy of the French not
to touch the if they behave
themselves ; and e redoubtable
wasriors have been as peaceable us
thel® women ever since the appear-
ance on their native heath of the
French, who adwinlstered the se-
verest castigation the desert nomads
had ever received.

Toe result of this triumph over the
Tuaregs was the lirst of a series of
events which have clearly d

6 sugar plantations
led to @0 much crime that some of
| hibited its cultlvation, importation

er from Caloutta to work on
the tions. Its use has
the colonial governments have pro-
or.aale, under very heavy penalties.
The smoking of ganjah inevitably
gives & man homicidal mania. Many

have been directly caused by it. Gan-
Jah 18 never smoked for mere plea-

perpetrate some cruel or vengeful

" THE JAPANESE NAVY,
k" 1858 Quoan Viotoria presented
B Smau STHA PACAT TO_TRO mper-

murders in the East and West Indies _*ish biu

deed, from which he would shrink

this weed to arouse within him his
darkest passions. }or ganjah causes
temporary Insanity-and unnatural
ferocity. r
form some dlmxm: task—a task re-
quiring great strength and powers
of endurance—he eats no food, he
drinke w0 wine, but he smokes gan-
jah, for he belleves it imparts su-
poriiuman strength and furnlshes an
inexhaustible store of energy. It
really makes its victims insansible
to fatigue and weariness. DBut it
inevitably weakens the brain and ul-
iimately impairs physical strength,
while it demoralizes and brutalizes a
man more quickly than any other
weed or any drug.—New York Press.i

strated that these people are really
feeble in war strengih and In popu-
lation, It was suppoused that they
were able to coliect thousands of
warriors, but this was evidently an
error. The French say they were
deceived by the fact that the Tuaregs
usually made their attacks in.rather
large force. They are now convinced,
however, that on each occasion. the
natives mustered nearly all of their
fighting strength. Lieut.’ Cottonest
in his fight met only about 500 war-
riors. o

To all appearances the French have

accomplished their purpose with lit-

tle ‘fighting. They are therefore now
turniug their attention to’long jour-
neys of exploration in the desert.

Comwandant Laperine has sinoce
been to the Ahaggar mountaine for
purposes of exp oration and to give
the Tuaregs more fight if they want-
ed it, but the natives were as peace-
ale as lambs. In fact ,they have not
lifted a hand against the French or
the finhabitants of any oasis since
Cotionest's victory.

A wonderful journey was made last
spring to the southwest straight
into the heart of the desert. - Tue
camel cavalry under command of
Laperine started on April 15 last
from Insalah, anGd made straight for
the heart of Sahara. They travelled

with great rapidity across wide gones,

| where there was not a single well

her to discuss
the unsatisfactory situation. Fore- |
most among them were Command- |
ants Cauvet and Laperine, who had |
been studying the problem and had
evolved a plan which they believed |
woud solve the difficulty. Laper-
ine unfolded the scheme,

“Cauvet and I are convinced,” he|
said, “that we shall fail every time |
as long as we attempt to travel
with our present methods. We are
like a waterlogged ship at sea, un-
manageabe and almost stationary.
If we are going to stop the attacke
of the Tuaregs upon caravane and
make Saharan travel safe we must
adopt the tactics of our enemies.

“We must do just what Nansen did |
in the Arctic regions. He learned
how to subsist and to dress like
the Esquimaux. He followed their
methods of dog sleighing. He took
along with him Esquimaux boats to
carry lim from one ice fice to an-z
other. 'In short, he was wise en-
ough to learn from the natives how '
things may be done best under Arctic
conditions.

“Now the Tuaregs go lightly laden.
They pick and train their camels, and
the animals they ride can cover three
times as much ground in a day as
the ordinary pack camel. There 18
as much difference between them as
there is between a racehorse . and
a Percheron. Traveling as fast as
they do they are not compelled to
welgh themselves down with m
piles. They can replenish thelr
and water bags at every oasle and

ply stations. If we follow thelr tac-
tios we can travel as fast as they
can and, with our superior arms, we
can beat them every time.” '

The jdea was perfectly novel, but it |
seemed to be good commom sense and |
was heartily approved by all the of-
ficers. The plan was adopted and
measures were taken to test its efl-
ficlency a® goon as possible.

It. the cases of Wargia and El Go-
jea they enlisted a large band of
yourg men, the best camel drivers of |
ihe region, experts in all the arts
of desert travel. At the same time
tkey ransacked all the camel herds
of the Algerian Sahara and among
the many thoueands of animals they |
pioked ocut those that were built for |
[ast travel, the kind that are used
in the courier service between the
Frepcly onses. These courier ani-
mals are &0 trained that they mever
plod along with slow steps ilke an
ox, but get over the ground with 2
iort of & lop' that lea es an Or-
dicary caravan train in their wake
a good deal as an ocean m'eyhoundl
would pass a tramp steamer.

I this way several bands of native:
troops were orgarnized under the
command of white officers and for
monthe they were drilled in the use
or the best modern rifies, were raced
at tor speed from one oasis to
arotlier, and were rapidly put in &
condition of high efficiency.

Thi: experiment has been a great
euccess. There is now no LagzIge
train i the French army of the Sa-
hara. The new corsairs of the de-
sert are travelling anywhere they |
are cer:t. Each camel carries from
two to three weeks' supply of food ;
and water. A soldler with his mlll-
tary cutfit is on the back of every
camel. Every French troop in the
Baharanp service now equals the Tu-
aregs ic celerity of movement and !a
far their superior as a fighting forre.
Tl enemy is no longer unapproach-
ab'e.

Thiese bands of 'ight-camel cavab
ry rerld Mhat t~~Th- Tu"rezs
hnd a great tup 8° when they firsc
m-L th~ new kind of French expeldl-
t on. Late in the spring of 1907
1prre yobhers from ‘hes Ah~gar Moan-
taine attacked wom~ of the native
proleges of France in one of the
oneee. L'rut Cotlorest was despatch.
el with a. force of 150 Meharistes
to terch th'm a 'eseon: in gond man.
rers. 'u aboug &'x weeks this pittiéy
prrty trave'l~d 1,05 m''es’ over the
aesort to the eou‘h~ast of their post
svd on» mornin~ "'l mort unexprot-
o'y wpor. th> rnbhers, who had seats

A8 goon as they reached pasturage
they would remain for several days
to refresh the animals. ‘Then they
would speed on across the sands to
the next oasis. Their swiltest march,
made in the course of twenty-nine
hours, which included a number of
Lalts, was seventy miles, which 18 re-
markably fast traveliog for camels.
Tre party traversed the plateaus
of Moygdir and Aknet, and . made
aome interesting discoveries. They
found, for example, an enormous
cliff covered with paintings repre-
senting animals, some of wkich can
no longer be found in the Sahara.
They finally reached Ingize, where
they began the return march. «
They had travelled 700 miles
straight toward T mbuctu in the Sou-
dan, and were hall way between
that famous town and thelr starting
point. ‘Tuney say they might easily
have crossed the desert to the Niger,
but thejr orders requjred them to re-
turn. Most o! their journey ‘was
through a waste which had been vis-
ited only by a single European, the
explorer Laing. who -perished on hie
terrible journey. pas

* Regular Practitioner. --Ne re-
sult.,”—Mrs. Annie C. Chestaut, of Whitby,
was for months o rhsumatic victim, but
douth American Rheumatic Curechanged the
song from ** despair ” to “joy.”” Bhe sayas:
+ | suffered untold misery from Rheumatiem
—doctor's medicine did me no good—itwo
bottles of BEouth American Rheumatic Cure
cured me—relief two hours after the fired
dose.”—B

Daring Man.

“I'm anxious to get the names of
all present,” said the reporter. “wil
you obiige me— " 4

“Oh,” sald the meek little man,
“you may put down Mrs. Henry Peck
and husband.” -

“You mean ‘Mr. and Mre, Hemry
Peck,’ don't you ?"

“] would prefer that,” he replied,
with a furtive glance over hia ehoul-
der, “but for goodness sake, don't
eay I gave it to you that way.” —
Philadelphla Press.

THE MOST WONDERFUL DRUG ever discovered
for allying pain is Japanese Menthol in eom-
bination with the curative properﬂu of
medicinal gums as in' “The D & L " Menthol
Plaater, it is a positive specific for all neural-
gic and nervous pains and twitches.

DANGEROUS WEEDS.

Ganjah Smoking Cauers Victim to
Try to Commit Murder.

New York is threatened with a new
vice compared with which “hitting
the pipe” 18 a harmless amuse-
ment. It is the smoking of ganjah.

In some of the Chinese vegetable
shops in Mott, Pell and Doyers
streets, this weed, in & dried state
ready for smoking, can now. be pur-

! chased by customers who are known.

The Chinese dealers are not eager
to seil either opium or ganjah to
atrangers.

A Chinaman who runs a ‘“chop
suey joint” in Pell Street, admit-
tod, in a burst of confidence the
other evening, that the latter weed
i# now being smoked by some of the
Americans who haunt Chinatown, ds
well a8 by the Chinese themselves.
It is being cultivated, probably for
the first time in this country, by
the Chinese farmers at Astoria, LI,
who come into the city every Sun-
day and Monday ‘with vegetabies for
New York's colony of Celestials.

Garjah is smoked to a slght ex-
tent in Gan.Francisco, whither it is
brought from China, but hitherto it
has been unknown in thie city. It
is widely -used in India and other
parts of the Orient, and is practically
the same as the famous bhang, or
Indian hemp, which the Sepoys smok«
ed Qo give themselves “Dutch cour-
age” during the Indian mutiny. It
has been introduced into Jamaica,
Trinidad and other British West
indian colonins near on~ shorsa hv
the East Indian cooles brought

i;:,,'l'he Markets.

. Toronto Farmers' Market.

The offerings oi grain on the
stréet to-day were smaul, ‘gnd prices
generally are  unchangeda. Wheat
steady, with sales of 100 busheis of
white at 80c, 200 bushe's of red
winter at 79c, and "800 bushels of
£ooge at 73 to '78%e. Bariey dull,
100" bushels selling at 44c. Oats
steady, ‘with sales of 300 bushels at
31 to'32c. Rye sold at 54c a bushel
for one load. )

Butter is slightly easier, with sales
of choice dairy at 16 to 21c. Egge
firm at 40 to 50c a dozen for new
laid. Poultry gemerally dull, with
best demand for turkeys.

Hay in fair supp.y, with sales of
30 loads at $10 to $10.30 a ton for
timothy, and at $6 to'$8 for mixed.
Straw $10 a ton.

Dressed hogs are unchanged at
$6.75 to $7.25, the latter for light.

Following are tle guotations:

Wheat, white, bush., 80c; goose,
73 to 78 1-2¢; red, 79 to 79 ‘1-2c;
¢pring, 83 to 83 1-2¢; poas, bushi.,
66 to 6S8c; oats, busk., gL to 82c;
barley, busk., 43 to 46c; hay, tim-
othLy, per tom, §10 to $10.50; clover,
$6 to $S; atraw, per tonm, $.0; seeds,
alsike, busk., $4.50 to $5.75; red
clover, bush., $2.25 to $6.10 ; timothy,
100 .1bs., $2.25 to $3; apples, per
busk., $1 to $2; dressed hogs, $6.75
$7.25; eggs, new, per dowen, 40 to
50c; butter, dairy, 16 to 21c; but-
ter, creamery, 22 to 25c; chickens,
per 1b, 9 to 102; ducks, per lb, 10
to 12c; geese, par Ib, 9 to 10c; turk-
eyw, per lb, 14 to 16¢c; potatoes,
perbag, 85¢c to 95¢; cabbage, per, dos..
40 to 50¢; canlifiower, per dozen, $1.-
50 to $1.75; celery, per dozen, 40
to 4c ; beel, Lindquarters, §6 to $8;
beef, forequarters, $¢ to $6; beef,
medinm, carcass, $5.50 to $6; beef,
cholge, carcass, $650. to_$7; lamby
yearling, 87 to §S; mmttom, per
cwt., $5.50 to $6.25; veal, por ¢wt.,
$7 to $9. . . &t TG
Bradstreets on Trade.”

Wholesale (rade at Montreal is a
bit’ yulet, as i8 usual at this timo
of the year:. The wholesale trade
nwave, through the active ‘demand for
holitay goods, aifectod a  goo J €.ear-
aice of stocks. Prices o. domestic
ani foreign stagies continue firm.

The season's trade 1is [raeticady
over now at Toronto, The sales of
Yoliday goeds have been very satis-
faetory this vear. Retall busineas
has been very active the past two
weeks. Stocks of spring goods car-
viel over by retailers lrom last
seagor: were not heavy.

Iin wholesale circlea at Quebeo
ttiere has been many sorting orders
received from country traders. The
Chrietmwas Jdemands show & slight
falllsiz off from that of yreceling
yeavrs, Ia some quarters collections
are rcported slow.’ The shoe [actor-
les arc all working, and the outlook
is favovable.

Trade at the Pacific Coant, as re-
ported to Bradsireets’, is active. The
hcliday trade, as well as the Ia-
quiry for seasonable staple gooda
hias beeu large.. The cash business
ttas shown expansion. . The outlook
for business the coming month I8
bright

The cold wenther. at Winnipeg has
cortinued to stimulate the demand
for heavy goods, and the hollday
business hab been better than in pre-
Vioud years. Stocks In wholesale
herds have been well reduced, owing
to the large demand through the
Provicce for staple goods.

Wholesale trade at Ham!lton up to
the middle of this week was quite
active. As a rule the demand for
sgring goods does not show much ac-
tavity during the progress of the
toliday trade, but the orders during
thal period this season were Hb-
erzl, owing to the recent advances
in staple goods. Trade the past few
‘werilry has been good, cash sales
&how a good increase, and the situa-
tion generally Is satisfactorv.

Busiress at London has been ac-
tive. . Retailers have made large
gnler of holiday goods, and are fre-
pored to order liberaily for the
coming; ceason. Payments are ex-
gected to show a big improvement
the next two weeks. Prices are flrm-
ly 1deld.

Tue volame of business jn eonnec-
tior. with the holiday trade at Ot
tawa this season has been large.

of the year has given great sat.
isfaction. Prices are firm in all de.
gartments.

Tot Barbers Beware.

Surerintendent Sloan, of th2 bride-.
well, is in deep. Lrouble. The institu-
tion. it seems, is short of barbers.
Amorg its 1,727 grisoners there are
only iluree tonsorial artists, when
fifteen or twenty are needed, and the
beards to be seen in the wards are’
saill to be someothing fearful.

“The supply of barbers was never
@0 short,” Mr. Sloan is reportéd to
pave sald. “In the old days I used
to gel almost any kwind of prisoner
I wanied by asking the Harrison
street station autbhorities. They
wonl! pepd m- ot bre'm k'ra t V-
ors or any otber craficmen that
migtt be needed.”

when  sober or sane, he calls upon )

{ ;e business for the closing weeke |

to stop, they disco)
had forgotten how| this opera
therefore

2 e rformed. . hey.
When he wishes to_per-| JRRT50UNG and 'To0sd the Gulf

of Yeddo until the fi died down,
and then the yacht a8 tugged
home. Since then Japan has risen
to the position of ome of the great
naval powers, and her progress of
récent years has been nothing short
of marvelous. - At the time of her

with China her whole fleet dis-
placed about thirty thousand tons;
to-day the aggregate

2 “from ‘this section of the com-
munity she draws her seamen. Hith-
erto she has been depending upon
other countries for the construc-
tiolt: of her vessels, but the time Is
near at hand when she will be able
to throw of the assistance of the
western world.
alr
ed ¢
a gup fagtory and.armor plate fac-
tory are now being established
whick: will soon be ready  to begin
work.,

gence, resource and seea lore, and
capable of quickly acquiring sufli-
»cient . mechanigal . -skill . .to .enable
them to control the ‘complox mech-
anism of their modern men-of-war
with complete They desli

no pampering, and they con live on
the simplest- food and sleep any-
where; but in their new ships ‘they,
have more air, and, in some res-
pects, greater comforts than are
to be found on many, if mot most,
British men-of-war. These sailors
of the far -east ‘take things very,
mueh’. ‘& they find them, with a
stolcal calm. They face danger with
much the same spirit with which
they {ttake their pleagure, and in
spite of ‘the' rapld strides which
civilization has made in their coun-
try their luxuries aire few, and they
are contented and happy. They are
devoled. to simple sports, to fenc-
ing and to acting; no one can ever
forget the dramatic entertainments
on Japanese men-of-war who has
been privileged to witness them.
Nor does 'the memory soon become
dim of one of these ships when
decked out in gala dress with chry-
santhemums, cherry blossoms and
other blooms typical of Japan en-
/ livening the grim aspect of the
decks. The men are adepts inthe
making of imitation paper flowers,
which so closely resemble the hand-
jwork of nature that at a casual

‘glance ghe hardly notices the de-

OPINIONS OF A CYNIC.

to do a straight thing as it is for an
empty beg to stand on end. '

The constituency that is mot repre-
sented in Parliament by a decoy = de-
serves to be congratulated.

. When a man lies in politis his
friends call it diplomacy.

When a politician 1s running for Par-
liament he shakes hands with the elec-
tora; after he is elected he shakes hands
with himself. A

‘To hear some Iiticians talk, one
i menibers” of Parlia-
ment were divided into saints and sine
ners; and that the sinners were all on
the other side of the House.

When we read the laudatory refer-
ences to the abilities of candidates um
the stump, we wonder how &0 maay
Jame ducks get to Parliament.

The fakir has a higher notch in poli-
tics than the faddist, and usually gets
more out of the busines.

The most subservient politician is not
the most highly esteemed, even by the
men whoth ‘he “serves. - :

Partyism is - aptly ~ designated ‘he
madness of many for the gain of a few.

Independence has a place in polities,
if only to show how the old pariies
hate it.

When s politician imagines he kaows.
it all, he has fallen on evil days.

Many politicians who are regarded as
whales in the little red school-house #re-
only pollywogs when Parliament is im
session.

There are times when the politican
lifts the poker by the wrong end.

Tn politics. honesty is the best poliv,
although it is mot always acted up to.

Take patromage from a politician and
he rarely amounts to much.

Patriotism, like a dress suit, s used
by the politician only on state ocia-
sions.

The l])oliticinn takes to patronay: =s
y

naturally as the tramp takes to a ‘hand-
out.” ;

The man who has no loaves or iishes
to give out is mever type-high with the
ordinary politician.

There are good men in politics, und
that is why it is so easy to pick sut the:
other fellows.

What is wanted is more patriots snd
fewer politicians.

The politician who is “true to ome:
party, and that is himself,” never Cies.

Politics is scriptural to this exteit:
| That it is the little foxes that spuil the
{ vines.

The later version is: The ox knoweth
his owner, and the politician his mas-
ter’s cril

" tons, Japan has a fishing pop- .
% n of about two million men,

the first vo; when they wanted '
yage, - Vhat 'i'{g :

oy

displacement |
i over two hundred and fifty ‘thou- .

-

J . Her arsenals are:
¢épable of building protect-:
and . torpedo craft, and,

Her seamen’ are men of intellis’

It is as hard for a crooked politician, :
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