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French Repulse

All Hun

Attacks

Woevre Region

Artillery Duels of Vast Propor-
tions Mark the Fighting Around
Verdun Sector—Germans Suc-
ceed by Surprise Attack in
(Champagne District in Entering
a French Trench and Capturing
1000 men—Heavy Artillery Fire
Reported From Russian Front---
Russians Repulse all Austro-
Hungarian Attacks on Stripa
River—Austrians Claim Success
Over the Italians

.
)JNDON, Feb, 29.—Throughout the
entire sector of Verdun, except on the
tern bank of the Meuse River
the German bombardment has
{ ned somewhat, artillery duels
e still in progress in vast propor-
To the south-east the French
Iresnes, in the Woevre region,
put down all German attacks
nst that town, but the Germans
inaugurated an important move-
in the Champagne district where
surprise attack, they succeeded
tering a French advanced posi-
1 of a supporting trench over a
nt of nearly a mile, capturing more
han one thousand men. Notwith-
standing the fresh reserves which the
French have thrown into the fray in
Douaumont, the German War
Office declared their efforts have been
fruitless and that the Germans have
advanced their lines towards Bras
and Vacherduville. Tt is glso claimed
by the Germans that they have er
tirelv. expelled the French from

Meuse Plateau southward
west of

front of

the
from
Samogneux and Vacherau-
On the Russian front, around Fried-
ichstadt and Illoukst, there has been
‘v artillery, machine gun and rifle
In Galicia the Russians repul-
attempt by the Austro-Hun-
garians to capture trenches on the
Middle Stripa River. The Austrians,
according to Vienna, have put down,
with sanguinary losses, an Italian at-
tack against their positions on both
sides of Monte San Michele, east of
Azzo. They also claim to have
stroved an Italian trench on the Gori-
zia bridgehead.
The Russian are still operating suc-
against the Turks who fied
from  Erzerum and the Ottoman
orces in the Persian battle zone.

de-

cesstully

DEAD

X ;‘, W

of S.S.

YORK, Feb. 28.—The death
the Clydée and Mallory Steamship
Companies, is announced here to-day.

[.ONDON, Feb. 28 —Henry James,
the novelist, died to-day.

Raymond, Vice-President of

THINKS NEUTRAL SHIPPING
WAS EMPLOYED

LONDON, Feb. 28 —The
press is almost unanimous in assum-
ing that the Maloja and other ves-
sels, sunk by mines during the week-
end, were the victims of fresh
ing of German mines.

There is much speculation as to how
these mines could have been laid. The
theory most frequently advanced 1is
that certain classes of neutral ship-
ping have been emploved.

SOW-

NATIONAL INTERESTS
COME FIRST

PARIS. Feb. 28.—The Ministry of
War announced to-day that owing to
ipresem military needs and suspen-
vsion of navigation, freight cars can-
not be placed at the disposal of com-
merce, except to a very limited ex-
tent.

The public will understand,
the .announcement, that the interests
of national defence must take preced-
ence over private interests, and will
accept with patriotic abnegation the
new sacrifices which are imposed.

Huns Hand
New Note
To Lansing

Reiterates Assurances Regarding
Future Conduct of Submarine
Warfare—Attempts to Prove
Britain Instructed Merchantmen
to Use Armament For Purpose
of Attack

says

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29.—Germany,
in a formal Note preéented by Count
Von Bernstorff to Secretary of State
Lansing to-day, reiterates the assur-
ances regarding the future conduct
of submarine warfare given in the
Lusitania case and declares these as-
surances have not been modified by the
memorandum setting forth its inten-
tions to treat armed merchantmen of
the Entente Allies as auxiliary
sers after mid-night to-morrow.

Attempts to justify the issuance of
the memorandum was made by pre-
senting evidence and assertions de-
signed to prove that the British Gov-
ernment have instructed merchant-
men to use their armament for the
purpose of attack in violation of as-
surances given to the United States.

crui-

that looks well on a six-foot-
er won't become-a man of
five feet. A pattern becoming
to a slender man looks ridic-
ulous on a fat man.

I study my customers and
fit their personality as well
as their figures.

I have no made-up stock
which must be sold. It makes
no difference to me whether
I sell a stripe or a plaid, a
check or a plain material,

No matter how many suits
I plan, I make each of them
different—to blend with your
personality—to meet  with
vour pecularities of form, to
be in keeping  with your
character—to bring out your
most attractive points.
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British

Outlines
Big Navy
For States

Naval Board Seeks Two Fleets—
One in Pacific Powerful Enough
to Defeat Any Enemy There—
The Other in the Atlantic—Ex-
ceeded in Strength Only by
Britain

WASHINGTON, Feb.
General Board’s conception of
power
Committee to-day by Rear-Admiral
Knight, President of the War Navy
College.

In formulating the policy that the
Navy should equal the strongest afloat
by 1925, he said the Board had in mind
the establishment of two fleets, one
in the Pacific, powerful enough to
overcome any enemy :there, the other
in the Atlantic, where it would be ex-
ceeded in strength only by the British
fleet. He said . to accomplish this
would insure the country against 99
out 100 possibilities of international
complications.

FROM THE “MALOJA”

DOVER, Feb. 28.—A later official
announcement said that the number
of passengers on the Maloja, known to |
be saved, exceeds seventy.

29.—The Navy
the
needs of the United States as a naval
were outlined to House Naval

Insurance
Rates Take
e Prs
Big Jump
Heav, Losses in Shipping Recent-
ly From Mines and Other
Causes Have Stiffened Insur-
ance Rates—Companies Fear

Fresh Submarine Activity by

Germans on March 1st

London, Feb. 29.—Recent heavy
losses in shipping, especially dur-
ing the week end, from floating
mines and other causes has result-
ed in stiffening insurance rates.
Underwriters last week quoted
rates on shipping to the continent
which were almost prohibitive.

To-day’s figures for east coast
traffic show an increase of from
ten shillings to twenty shillings
per cent.; insurance for the Medi-
terranean and other voyages have
not changed greatly, although
there is more hesitation than here-
tofore in accepting risks.

This probably is due to the fear
of fresh submarine activity begin-
ning March Ist when the German
|and Austrians decregs concerning
| the treatment of armed merchant-
;men as warships will take effect.

ATTENTION IS DIV
BATTLE FOR VE

London Morning Papers Devote
Much Editorial Comment on the
Situation on West Front—The
Times Thinks Situation Regard-
ing Verdun as Serious—The
Daily Telegraph Says Lull Will
Enable Germans to Bring up
Heavy Artillery--The Daily Mail
Compares Verdun to Hun At-
tacks on Russians at Dunajec
River Last April—Situation Re-
garded as Well in Hand

LONDON, Feb. 29.—The morning
newspapers *o-day devote many col-
umns of space to the situation on the
Western battle front. The fighting
aroun Verdun divides attention with
the new German offensive in Cham-
pagne to which the Times particular-
ly attaches much importance. The
expected oOffensive in Champagne, says
the Times, has not been long in com-
ing. The German stroke was sudden
and succeeded in penetrating both the
advanced and supporting trenches in
the neighbourhood of Navarin Farm;
but ‘the claims made by the German
official communication may safely be
regarded as exaggerated. The region
is deeply scored with French defence
works, as formidable as these around
Verdun. Should the German ofifen-
sive develop further the French will
be found to be fully prepared.

Regarding Verdun the Times thinks
that while the situation is still seri-
ous, the French will have signal ad-
vantages of any further German at-
temps at advance.

Newspapers compare the French ev-
acuation ‘on the east front of Verdun
to the British withdrawal from the
Gallipoli Peninsula, saying the Ger-
mans did not discover for sixteen
hours that the French trenches were
empty.

. The Times comments on\ the Ger-

Yman attempt to batter to pieces the

town of Verdun, but pointg out the
town was evacuated by the civil popu-
lation before the battle began.

The Daily Telegraph’s military ex-

clares the temporary lull will pro-
bably mean thne Germans are bring-

{ permanent works of the fortress. He
| emphasizes the importance of
| German success in crosing the main
{road of railway which connects Ver-
{dun with Metz, through- Conflans.

Nevgpaper editorials general}y em-
{msi _the probable éhb?ﬂéut lbs&

the

Jbattle unceasingly.

He de-‘

IDED BETWEEN
RDUN AND NEW

HUN OFFENSIVE IN GHAMPAGNE

ONE MORE ADDED TO LIST

LONDON, Feb. 28 —According to
Lloyds the British steamer Southford
formerly the Sinbad, has been sunk.
Eleven of the vessel’'s crew were sav-
ed and two Killed.

The Southford wag a vessel of 897
tons.

Huns Attempt
to Break Thru

Germans Make Terrific Attempt
to Break French Lines Upon
Noevre Plains—Hope to Throw
Heavy Forces Across the Meuse
and Cut off Verdun From the
Seouth

PARIS, Feb. 28.—The ‘French have
been compelled to yield further
ground to Germans in the great bat-
tle at Verdun, but heavy reinforce-
ments have been rushed to the firing
line, and enormous losses are being
inflicted upon the attacking forces,
as they roll forward against the de-
vastating fire of machine guns and
artillery. Although the Germans are
making their greatest effort north
east of Verdun, particularly around
Douaumont, violent fighting is in pro-
gress all along the front from Champ
Neuville to St. Mihiel about 50 miles
away. A terrific attempt is being
made by the Teutons to break the
French lines upon the Woevre plains
and to allow them to throw heavy
forces across the Meuse at St. Mihiel
to cut off Verdun from the south.

The French War Office admits  a
withdrawal in that region for strat-
egic reasons, but claimg that the fresh
attacks of the Germans have been re-
pulsed.

but without confirmation,
troops may be sentato Verdun to help
the French if the situation there be-
comes any more serious. It is be-
lieved, however, that this may hot be
necessary as military -experts de-
clare that German assaults have al-
ready begun to grow weaker and that
their frightful losses are having a de-
leterious effect upon the morale of
the Teuton troops. Fewer infantry
attacks have been made by the Ger-
mans and they have been
more upon their artillery.

On the other hand, the French have
just begun to deliver their counter
attacks inp earnest, and mighty drives
are being made against the German

relying

positions.

“Advance no Matter What the
Losses May be” Was Order
Given Troops Before Attack on
Fortress—Clash Was Murderous
as French Infantry Charge First
Ranks of the Germans—Events
Have Taken a Turn Favorable
to French Arms During the Past
Twenty-Four Hours

1

PARIS, Feb. 29.—A f{rightful mas-
sacre is how the German soldiers
taken prisoners in the battle of Ver-
dun describe the effect of the French
artillery, machine gun and rifle fire,
but the impetus of the asaulting forces
have not bbeen diminished thereby.
during . the first- four days, because
fresh troops were thrown into the
“Advance, no mat-
ter what the losses may be,” was the
order given the German troops before
the attack. This has been verified by
documents found on one of the cap-
tured officers.

The most critical. moment in the
six days’' action was when the Ger-
mans gained a footing in an entrench-
ed camp, by the capture of Fort Dou-
aumont. The least hesitation on the

man attack on the Russians  at the
Dunajec River in Poland last April;
where on the fifth day the Germans
broke the Russian lines and the de-

tle the Germans fired seven hundred
thousand shells in four hours A
correspondent declares that the Ver-

:lent, having already
changed the very appearance of the
countrysxde Nevertheless, the Daily
Maﬂ’s writer believes the situation is

ger th&t- tl&,f(lﬁm& _QQ!-
g 902

part of the defenders would have been'

now ‘well in’hand, except for the dan-
‘attempt

THE BATTLE OF VERDUN DESCRIBED
AS A FRIGHTFUL MASSAGRE

disastrous as the Germang redoubled
their efforts to take advantage of any
confusion, but the French immediate-
ly began a counter offensive. The
French infantry advanced in double
quick time when the trumpet sound-
ed the charge and leaped at the first
ranks of the Germans with irresist-
ible fury. The clash was murderous.
Both side were thinned. The French
ranks were not to be denied victory,
but went on to the second German
wing, while reinforcements were hur-
ried to .their support. The German
lines wavered, at first west of Dou-
aumont and then they were driven
out of the ruins of the fort. A cry
of triumph went up all along the
French line and the order of counter-
attack was redoubled. In the mean-
time an artillery duel surpassing in
intensity any previous action of the
war, added to the carnage of th%
battle, which seems now to have
reached a critical point. The asault-
ing forces recoiled slightly in the re-
gion of Douaumont leaving the regi-
ments which oeccupied the fort cut
off and surrounded by French troops.
Attacks upon the French left at Cote
du Poivre seemed to have completely
failed.

However, the attacks are made re-

pares the Verdun battle with the Ger-, peatedly with such heavy masses as

the Germans are constantly bringing
‘up that it is admitted by the mili-
tary authorities is always likely they
may: make further gains, provided

pert is scarcely as confident as other, fence ccllapsed.” In the Dunajec bat- the officers are willing to pay the
4 writers regarding Verdun,

price in human life.
There -is no exaggerated optimism
to be found in military circles here,

ing up heavy artillery closer to thejdun bombardment is equally as vio- ! but the check given the Germans when
comptetely'attacking in such formidable numbers

is regarded by them 'as one of the
great achievements of the war, and it
is generally held thit. events have

taken a turn quite -favorable to the}? s
F‘ren.qh a.rm.s dugigg the last 24 houra. Ex:

French Lines

St. Pierre Bulletin

Paris vit St. Pieere, midnight,
Feb. 28— (Official) —In the Ar-
gonne our heavy batteries and
field artillery opened up fire on
the enemy’s communications,
especially in the district of Chep-
py Wood.

At Hill 285 we exploded a mine
and occupied the excavation.

In district north of Verdun both
artilleries are very active, except
in the sector west of Meuse where

creased.

During the day the Germans at-
tempted several partial attacks,
which were repulsed by our fire,
and counter attacks west of Doua-
mont. Our troops engaged Ger-
mans in a hand to hand struggle,
throwing them from a small re-
doubt "they had succeeded in oc-
cupying.

‘merce on the seas.

In Woevre sector two attacks on

Both sides are being con-lFresneQ completely failed.
stantly reinforced, and it is reported,|
that British|

In Lorraine our artillery
very active in Reillon,
and Badonviller sections.

Mutual but slight bombardment
on the Belgian front.

Would Sink
All Shipping
Armed or Not

Geo. Bernhard Advocates Sinking
of all Shipping Bound For Eng-
land—Says Hun Steamers Seiz-
ed by Portugal Will be Used to
Carry Food Stuffs to England

was
Lomevre,

BERLIN, Feb. 28.—George Bern-
hard in a leading article in the Vos-
sische Zeitung cails for the destruc-
tion of all ships bound for England,
whether armed or not. He points to
the seizure by Portugal of German
ships, which he says will probably be
used under the ‘Portuguese ,flag to
carry foodstuffs to England. The
writer fears that many German ships
now lying in South American har-
bors may eventually be employed for
the same purpose and asks, shall we
then let these ships quietly pass
which, as unarmed British merchant-
men, cross the ocean? We shall have
to do so if we hold the phantom of
torpedoing only armed merchantmen
and sparing neutral ships in all cir-
cumstances. Herr Bernhard thinks
that the war should be carried out
not against certain categories of
British ships, put against British com-
He declares the
new submarine campaign is only per-
missible as a measure of reprisal
against Britain’s breach of interna-
tional law. If this does not accom-
plish the object, which is to prevent
provisioning Britaim, he adds, a death
blow can be dealt Great Britain only,
if we direct a request to all neutral
states to be kind enough to keep out

the German bombardment had de-

Great Violence
Marks the Fight
For Verdun

e s

Losses Have Got Beyond Calcula-
tors—Military Crities Think
Few of the 300,000 Germans
Who Began the Attack Will be
Left at the Finish—If Germans
Succeed in Taking Verdun They
Will Find it an Empty Shell—
French People Show Calm.Con-
fidence in French Army

PARIS, Feb. 29.—The fight for
possession of Verdun goes on with
increasing violence and multiplying
in dead and wounded. At this point
losses have got beyond the calcula-
tors. It is impossible to verify how
many reinforcements the Germans
have brought up, but military critice
believe that of the three hundred
thousand men who began the attack,
few will be left at the end of the first
week’s fighting for Verdun. The ob-
-ject of all this sacrifice is now noth-
ing hut an ancient fortress, according
to authoritative information. If thae
Germans take it they will find it but
an empty shell. Fort Douaumont, be-
fore which such a sacrifice of lives
has been made by its assailants, holds
neither cannon nor garrison. It is
six months since the French, putting
into practice the lesson of the war
showing that fortreses are more vul-
nerable than field works, stripped
Verdun of all its provisions and muni-
tions, as well as those in the surruond-

the

1ing forts, and sent them to the rear.

Eightly thousand men. and several
hundred cannon would have beesthe
trophy of the conquest of the place
in September, 1914, but to-day. Ver«
dun is not a fortress. It has neither
cannon nor garrison and no provie
sions except for the current needs
of the population. The value of the
town itself is scarcely more than
that of any one of the villages to the
north taken by the Germans the last
six days.

The attitude of the people and Press
of France show a calm confidence,
which is heightened by pride iy the
heroic counter attacks the French are
making.d Their reliance is placed not
in Verdun, nor in any other sirong-
hold, but in the army, which the Ger-
mans must destroy before French
confidence is shaken.

@

MORE OF IT

NEW YORK, Feb. 28.—Fire broke

out here to-day on the Eurymachos, a

Russian ship, laden with munitions of

war and about to sail for Vladivostok{

The fire was extinguished after the

ship had been seriously damaged.
The caue ig tnknown.

of British coastal waters for a speci-
fied time, since otherwise we. can-
not assume responsibility for their
ship losses.

Leading German -statesmen, Hern
Bernhard continues must soon deter<
mine whether to take this course and
he adds, it is not without’ risk, but
the greatest risk would be neglected
opportunity. Moreover the risk per-
haps is smaller since the Americam
congress shows signs of demanding
that the decision of international -af-
fairs be taken:from the President’s
hands and placed in those of Con-

S.S. “BLOODHOU

George, Whiteley, Master.

The Crew will szgn on
March Sth.




