
Plastom \cctic Dermatitis.

: no tulKTCul()Ni> in family, or any disease that h<-

montlis iKlun- jiatiint imtiii'il a ri'<l l)lush over the
ease nl any kimi

knows of. I'hrei

ri«ht Che- >. and in tliree or four days the wiiole rijfht cheek was red

and MillanuMl an<l soon afterwards a no<hde the size of a i)ea appeared

in troiit of tile ri),'lit ear. ( Uiur nodnles ai)iH'ared from time to time

over the rifiht cheek and ri^ht side of the nose, liiese nodules soon

hecame pustular and later the surface liecame covered with thick crusts.

The juistulation and eru>tinj; )j;radually extended until it involved the

whole of tile ri),du eheek. rijjh* ear and ri),dit side of nose. Never has

iK'eti ])ainful or ver> itchy, except at first.

His condition on enteriujr the hospital was as follows: 1 airly

noiirisiied old man of seventy-two: no evidence of syphilis, hut over

left sterno-inastoid were two .scars as if from the stii)puratioii of tuher-

culous trlands. He says these scars are very old. Over right side of

face the skin w red. 'liiiy and smooth, showing,' existence of previous

iikvratiou. In this >luMy skin are several areas half an inch in diam-

eter which are raised above the skin. pnstul.:r and covered with crusts.

The right ear is much intiltrated and part of the lohe has disappearetl

;

there is also coiisiderahle scarring in front of the ear an<l over temporal

region, which has destroU'd the hair. I'.elow the ear and in the ear

are a nuinher of i>ustitles covered with scabs from which a purulent

secretion exudes. Just in front of the np))er part of the ear is a more

su])erticial area of piistulation the size of a fifty-cent piece. The nose

is covered with a group of i>ustules and scabs and the right ala has

been almost completely <lestro\ed There is ectropion of the right eye,

due to the contraction of the scar tissue of the cheek. Over part of

the iipi)er lij) the hair has bei • ' ;'' .ed and the skin here is covered

with scars and there is sol. , >n. Cultures were taken and

])ieces of tissue removed an '

> ..le pathologist.

The di.ignosis of blastomyi . w i> suspected from the first, cul-

tures were taken and pieces of tiss le excised, and the patient was put

on gr. XX. I'ot. lod. t.i.d. In a week there was decided improvement,

the crusts were clearing otT the nose: there was less inistulation, and

main- ulcerated spots were healing. In a mcMitli of continued treat-

ment bv iodi<le of potash, much improvement resulted; the pustular

nodules had almost all disapjieared from the cheeks and nose, leaving

a shiny scar behind. ( )n the side of the nose and about the ear some

pustules with crusts remained. Dr. W. Johnston's re])ort on specimens

removed showed the budding imstules with double contour.

I"or some time the patient was lost sight of, though searched for

evervwhere, his name being a common one and the address he gave

not existing, but on October 22, lyoo, he came back to the hospital fur


