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The Manufacturers’ Reply
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"Now. wbat of thrar men individually* 
Arr tVy tb» farmer* we know or think 
nf* Onr mind turns to our fathers or 
grandfathers who cleared lb» land *4 the 
virgin for»«t. who toiled with Ibrir hands 
to win a farm aa tV reward of a lifetime's 
toil, who carried on the back of their 
borer or perhaps im Ibrir own berk tbr 
•ark of grain for their bread through lhe 
forest where they followed the path by 
the blase on the trees.

” But for these men a different day baa 
dawned. Their land is ready for the 
plough, a beneficent government spreads 
the payment for it over years enough for 
the crops that grow on it to meet. A 
nation baa toiled to build railroad* to 
their doors, agricultural implements with 
spring seats have been devised for every 
form of work, and the maker spread* Ih» 
payment over one. two or three years.

Not Down-trodden Mann
“Like all other classes, there are all 

kind* of Western farmer*, lint they are 
no down-trodden class. The heel of the 
manufacturer ha* not been on their neck; 
it has been at the foot of the ladder 
steadying it. so that they might mount 
Many of them are landlords, a ho measure 
their possessions in the denominations by 
which countries and continents are meas
ured— that is, souare miles. Many live 
in towns and farm l»y prosy, «imply 
letting contracts for sowing and reaping 
I met more than one man in the West 
threshing 100,000 bushels of grain. Many
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Invited la ( enfer
Continuing. Mr. Husarll said: "Mr 

Drury, master »4 the Dominion grange, 
•poke for Ontario farmers llow man) 
«4 them it he authorited through the 
grange to sneak for* Mr. iamea. «leputy 
minister «4 agriculture, says there are 
175,000 farmers in Ontario. Does Mr. 
Drury represent half or ten per rent 
No; I venture to tmy it is nearer one 
per rent. But whether rich or poor, 
representative of all the farmers or not, 
they had a right to a fair hearing and 
fair consideration for their request* 
Our thought as manufacturers was that 
there was room for etchange of ideas 
between farmer and manufacturer; we 
sent a cordial invitation to them to visit 
some of our great industrie*, accept our 
hospitality, and together talk over the 
problems of our common country So 
that onr position might not lie misunder
stood. we sent our assistant secretary to 
WVniheg to personally convey the in- 
vitsTton Then representative mrmliers 
«4 our council a bo waited at Ottawa. 
But the invitation was declined

"One «4 the member* of the Montreal 
harlior commission went to Ottawa to 
invite the delegation to view the great 
national work 1 icing done at the port of 
Montreal, with a view to cheapening the

it* problem*, and. therefor», how care
fully, how broadly and generowslr we 
should apprrmeh the solution of owr 
national problems.

"Frankly. I was disappointed to find 
references to the development «4 the 
Hudson Bay route as our national salve- 
tiflh in tran«p«»1ation. The lludaon Bay 
project may lie alright. We in the eaat 
feel we know little aliout it. We are, 
I think, skeptical aliout ita practical 
advantages, hut. generally, I believe, we 
are prepares! to accept the judgment of 
the westerner, who should know more 
about it than we do. and contribute our 
share to it if it ia believed to lie a national 
asset..

" But would it not have been fair of 
this great deputation to refer to our peat 
efforts to provide transportation to the 
West; to have es pressed some apprecia
tion of the government’s great work in 
building the National Transcontinental 
Railway; to have approved of the grain 
shipping facilities Iwmg provided at the 
nation's cost in Montreal and other pointa; 
to have encouraged the building up of 
our waterways system by deepening our 
canals, «» even by building the Georgian 
II*> « anal '

"Would it not have been more Cana
dian than building all our hfipes on a 
Hudson Bay railway or shipment «4 
grain via Panama and Tehuantepec1

W hat the Fermera Aak
Coming to a more particular diacueaion

the I "sited étales were IM per 
head, theirs from us 1110 per bead The 
I "wiled Mates avers»» tariff os all goods, 
dutiable asd free, is It per rest., <Nrs 
l« per rent. Theirs nw dutiable goods 
It pef vest . ours t7 per rest.

,;That is. their tariff barrier was over 
5fl per rent higher the a our« If recipro
city negotiations will remove this inequality 
we will all rejoice.

"Mir George Boas points owl that 
Canada has mock Is lose if the identity 
of her wheat asd lour ia I oat through 
milt ure with inferior I" sited States 
grades. During the la el three years the 
riport of lour from the United States to 
Britain has fallen off. while from Canada 
it increased 100 per rent. He points out 
that Canadian cheese has now drives 
United States cheese out of the English 
market Are we to sacrifice that position 
so dearly bought)

"At a time when greater attention than 
ever before is being paid to the conserva
tion of t natural resources, are we to

forests end have their products es ported 
iiild up I'm"in a crude stale to built 

industry?
"Are we to sacrifice our seaports to 

those of New York. Boston snd Portland? 
-for this is what the United States 

advocates of reciprocity claim will result.

I up United States

" We hope the present negotiations will 
produce some results of value, but what 
we in Canada should say to our govern
ment is (his; We have the greatest 
confidence in the statesmanship thst hss 
guided our nation since confederation. 
Wl want to meet our United Mia tee 
neighbors on a friendly basis, but we want 
you to feel that you are under no mandate 
to carry out any treaty or agreement 
unless you can see well and clearly to the 
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