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Repls

The official reply to the Farmers’ Tarlll Demands at Ottawa was made before the Toronto Canadian Club on December 29th,

by T. A. Russell, Chairman of the Tarllf Commitiee of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association. Mr. Russell is general

manager of the Canadian Cycle & Motor Co. Lid., and »

formerly secretary of the Manufacturers’ Association. Some years

ago he was a lecturer on Political Feonomy in Toronto University, and is considered 10 be the strongest man the manufacturers

could put forward to defend the Protective Tarill
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Many Farmers Oppose ( hange

Are Farmers Reasonable?
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I met more than one man in the West
threshing 100,000 bushels of grain. Many

national work beir

Montreal, with

Hokeby, Sask  Showing sersh plow and tracke

1 probler and, therefore, how care
ful how broadly and genero .
should approach the solution ur
nat 2l problems
Frankly, | was disappointed to find
references the levelopment of the
Hudstn Bay route as .
tim in transportation. The Hudson Bay
pr Ly be alright We in the east
f we know little about it. We are,
It tieal about its practieal
adva L R I believe, we
are pr 3 judgment of
th . w s} 4 know more
a it ! and contribute our
sl to it if it | to be a national
t I it not  have been fair of
this great deputation to refer Lo our past
efforts to provide tra riation to the
West to have expresse

i | some apprecia
tior f the government's great work in
e« National Teanscontinental

Railway; 1o have approved of the grain
hipping facilities being provided at the
nat cost in Montreal and other points
to have encouraged the building up of

walerways system by deepening our
+ r even by building the Georgian
Bay Canal

Would it not have been more Cana
fia tha building all our hopes on a
Hudson Ba railway or shipment of
grain via Panama and Tehuan{epec?

What the Farmers Ask

Coming to a more particular discussion

puesis made by the Wostorn

wers, Mr. Russell said

Now, let we ook ot the taril requests
That we strongly fs
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Canada an

and anime
. ale, Tertilaers
and ricaling .
. Neciproen]l free trade between
the iw nt " A sltural imple
ents, mackinery, veobi and parts of

ench of these; and in the event of &
favorable arrangement being reached. it
be enrvied inte offect through the In-
lependent action of the respective govern
menis mather than by the hard and fast
requirements of & trealy

) We sl favor the
the Boitheh profors d
an immediate lowering of the duties on
all British goods to oneball the rmtes
charged under the general tarill schedule,
whatever thal mary I and that any
trade advantages given 1o the United
States in reciproes! trade relations be
evtended 1o Great Peitain

§) Por such further gradesl e
duction of the remaining preferential
tarilf s will insure the establishment
{ complete free trade betwern Canada
and the motherland within ten years

s That the farmers of this countr
g 1o face direct tazation in sue
form as may be advisable to make up the
revenne requited under new tariff condi

ot
Would Reciprocity be Profitable?
The first enll, for reciprocity in

natursl products —~would this be profit
able for Canada?  This is hard to answer

too hard for me. But | will offer o
few suggestions

Doultlens larger markets always bene.

il not accompanied by
vantage. Put is it for
k of tariff reduction to the United

For the past ten years our purchases
from the United States were 81,000,000, .
000, their purchases from us $500,000, 000
They are twelve times greater in popule-
tior In other words, our |nm‘-un
from the United States were 030 per
head, theirs from us 8110 per head '{)w
United States average tariff on &

goodas,
futiable and free, is 24 por contl., Sun
16 per cent Theirs on dutiable goods
2 pef cent, ours £7 per cent

That is, their tariff barrier was over
30 per cent. higher than ours. Il recipro-
ity negotiations will remove this inequality
we will all rejoice

Sir George Ross points out that
Canada has much 1o lose if the identit
of her wheat and four is lost lhnm[{
mixture with inferior United States
grades. During the last three years the
export of flour from the United States to
Britain has fallen off, while from Canada
it increased 100 per cent. He points out
that Canadian cheese has now driven
United States cheese out of the Eng
market.  Are we Lo sacrifice that position
o dearly bought?

“At a time when greater attention than
ever before is being ’uul to the conserva-
tion of great natural resources, are we o
throw down the barriers to our grest
forests and have their products exported
in a erude state to build up United States
industry? 4

“Are we to sacrifice our seaporis to
those of New York, Boston and Portland?

for this is what the United States
advocates of reciprocity claim will result.

Content to Bide our Time

“We hope the present negotiations will
produce some results of value, but what
we in Canada should say to our govern-
ment is this: We have the greatfst
conifidence in the statesmanship that has

uided our nation since confederation.
Ve want to meet our United States
neighbors on a friegdly basis, but we want
you to feel that you are under no mandate
to carry out any trealy or » ment
unless you ean see well and clearly to the

Continued on Page 10




