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Westmil_\sler justic_es. In this dilemma!all the absurdity that he so felicitously
he toolk it upon him to invite the public | ridiculed in Cadwallader. ;
one eveping TO TEA: multitudes came ;| The spirit of these and other early
and while all were wondering what he | compositions of Foote was to seize some
would do, he appeared before them, and | point of fashionable folly, and expose it
mentioned that,* as he was training some |in a few scenes of broad humour, with
young performers for the stage, he would, the addition of tiie mimetic representa-
while tea was getting ready, proceed, if|tion, by the author himself; of some noted
they had no objection, with his instruc- | real character. There was little of plot
tions.”” This, it may easily be coneeived, | or contrivance in the pieces, but strong
was nothing else than a plan for taking off| caricature painting, and ludicrous inci-
the players who were persecuting him, at| dents, which rendered them extremely
the same time that he evaded the conse. | diverting. He took a somewhat higher
quences of their rancour. His invita-';uim when, in 1760, he burlesqued me-
tions to tea brought splendid audiences, | thodism in ¢ The Minor,” a play which
and much money, but were interrupted | excited some angry controversy, but
by his receipt of a large legacy, which |proved attractive to the public. His
kept him for five years in the c;}:d_i_t{on of | % Mayor of Garratt,” produced in 1763,
an idle voluptuary. In 17537 he once|was the nearest approach he made to le-

more became connected with the stage,
for which he produced a comedy in two
acts, entitled ¢ Taste,” which experienced |
great success, and was followed by a simi-
lar production entitled * The Author.”
He had here caricatured, under the name
of Cadwallader, a Welsh gentleman of his
acquaintance, who was noted for pride of

| gitimate comedy: its merits have kept it

in voguc as one of the stock pieces of the
British stage down almost to the present
time.

In 1757, Foote paid a visit to Dublin,
along with Tate Wilkinson, and the united
mimicry of the two attracted large audi-
ences.  On this occasion Wilkinson mi-

pedigree. Honest Mr. Aprice, for that|{micked even his companion, who, with
was -his real name, was present at the|the usual thin-skinnedness of the pro-
play several times, without suspecting|fessed jester, did not relish the joke; and
that, in Cadwallader, he saw another self; | said it was the only attempt of his friend
but at length, when he found every body | which did not succeed. At the end of
calling him by that name, he began to|this year, we find Foote engaged in a to-
perceive the joke, which enraged him so | tally new speculation in the Irish capital.
much that he applied to the Lord Cham- | He set up as a fortuneteller, in a room
berlain for an interdict against the play, | hung with black cloth, and lighted by a
which was granted. Itis rather odd that |single lantern, the light of which was
the wit himself was characterized by the | scrupulously kept from his face : he suc-
same foible, and not less blind to it than | ceeded so far, it is said, as to realize on
Mr. Aprice. Some of his friends, know- | some occasions £30 a-day, at half-a-
ing this, resolved to make it the subject|crown from each dupe. In 1759, when
of a jest at his expense. As they were ‘ out at elbows in London, he paid his first
laughing at persons piquing themselves | visit to Scotland, borrowing a hundred
on their descent, one of them slyly ob- | pounds from Garrick to defray the ex-
served that, however people might ridi- | penses of his journey. He was well re-
cule family pretensions, he believed there | ceived in Edinburgh society, and by the
never was a man well descended who | public in general. Yet the Scots did not
was not proudof it. Foote, snapping the escape his sarcasm. One day, an old
hait, replied, “ No doubt, no doubt ; for lady who was_asked for a toast, gave
instance, now, though I trust I'-may be ¢ Charlesthe '.Ijhird,” meaning, of course,
considered as far from a vain man, yet, the Pretender. ¢ Of Spain, madam?’
being descended from as ancient a family | inquired Foote. « No, sir,” cried the
as any in Cornwall, I am not a little lady, pettishly, ¢ of England.” ¢ Never
proud of it, as, indeed, you shall see I'mind her,” said one of the company ;
may be ; and accordingly ordered a ser- ¢ she is one of our old folks who have
vant to bring the genealogical tree of the not got rid of their political prejuti,lcet?.”
family, which he began to elucidate with‘ Oh, dear sir, make no apology,” cried




