WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE

Editor “Hope's Quiet Hour:”

I see so many insgiring thoughts in
your columns on different subjects, I
thought I would like to hear an essay
on “Why I Believe the Bible.”—]John
2:23; 5: 36-47. A SUBSCRIBER.

Search the Scriptures; for inf them ye
think ye have eternal life; and they are
they which testify of Me e
Had ye believed Moses, ye would have
believed Me: for he wrote of Me. But
if ye believe not his writings, how shall
ye believe My words?—S. John v.: 39,
46, 47.

My only excuse for my long delay in
adopting Subscriber’s suggestion is that
the subject was too big for me. To
crowd into two columns of space enough
materials to fill a thousand volumes, is
beyord my power, and to explain satis-
factorily all the irnumerable reasors
“why 1 believe the Bible,” is as impos-
sible as it would be to pack the accumu-
lations of a lifetime in one small trunk.

But I feel the importance of express-
ing some of my views on this subject,
even though I can only toueh the fringe
of it. So, if I get lost in a multitude of
reasons, you will know. there are thou-
sands more which might be laid before
you.

This is an age of criticism, and every-
thing that cannot prove-its value is like-
ly to be crowded out. Let us begin by
the question: ‘‘Is the Bible valudble?”

To that question, the answer must be
“YES.” Man does not live by bread
alone, he is hungry for spiritual truth.
The Bible is a treasury of inspiring,
cheering, strengthening utterances. It
has provided an inexhaustible supply
for millions of preachers, and.its stores
are as rich as ever. Philip the Evange-
list, once found another man reading
Isaiah 53, so he ‘“began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.”
Chrnist Himself, after His Resurrection,
began at Moses and all the prophets,
expounding to two disciples as they
walked along the road ‘‘in all the scrip-
tures the things concerning Himself.”
St. Paul took the Old Testament writ-
ings as his text when he preached to the
{])ews, and it mattered little where he

egan, he could find Christ anywhere.
In one of his letters—Epistle to Romans
—he alluded to passages in the Psalms,
Deut.}Gen., Hab., Isa:, Ezek., Mal.,,
Exod., Jer., Hos., Lev., Joel, Kings, afid
Prov.; referring to many of these Books
many times. There are more than fifty
references to the Old Testament in that
one letter. Our Lord was congtantly
referring to the writings of Moses and
the prophets, and He says in our text
that they wrote about Him and testified
of Him, though they had not seen Him.

What would the world be like if there
had been no Bible in it? I once read
a little story called ‘‘The Blank Bible.”
It was a dream of a world in which all
the Bible words had been magically ob-
literated. Every Bible' was a blank
book, every sentence quoted from it in
other hooks was wiped out. People
were filled with consternation, until one
after another wrote down sentences
which were familiar, and in time nearly
all the most priceless passages were re-
stored. But that was only a dream of a
world which had lost the written Word.
What would be our terrible loss if we
had never known the glorious truths
of Revelation?

' The Bible is the Word of God, spoken
through human instruments. Many are
trembling, in these days of criticism, be-
cause they are afraid they can no longer
trust their Bible as an infallible author-
ity. ‘“All Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God,” says S. Paul, Can any-
one define exactly what that word “in-
spiration’ really means? It meant, in
the case of Jonah, that he was sent with
- a message from Ged to Ninevah. He
was inspired to warn the pcople, and
was given such power that they “be-
lieved Cod, and proclaimed a fast, and
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of
them even to the least of them.” And
yet this inspired prophet was very far
trom entering into the true spirit of the
GHd of Lcve. - When “God saw their
wo ks, that they turned from their evil
way; and God repented of the evil tha
He had said that He would do unto
them: and He did it not,”” Jonah was
exceedingly displeased and very angry.
His dignity as a prophet meant more to
him than the destruction of a great city
in which were more than 120,000 little
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children. The Bible itself tells us that,
ard reed we be surprised if other men
who were inspired by God to carry His
messages, sometimes failed to under-
stand the Love which sent them?

S. Paul, in 2 Tim., iii.: 15-17, says
that the holy scriptures ‘‘are able to
make thee wise unto salvation,” and are
profitable ‘‘for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness.”” Any honest person, reading the
Bible in a teachable spirit, must own
that it is profitable for these things. In
the beginning of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, we read that God in past
times spake unto the fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days He has
spoken unto us by His Son. If the
Bible is the Word spoken by God
through human lips, much more is
Christ the Word of God in human form.
The Bible's greatest value is that it
testifies of Christ, from Genesis to
Revelation. If we want to hear what
Christ, the Word: of God, is saying to
us to-day, we must read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest the words He ut-
tered when He walked visibly among
men, and must also find out what God
wishes to teach us about Christ,through
the words of prophets and apostles.

When a missionary goes out to sav-
ages, he does not usually—I should

the Bible searching for flaws, you need
not be surprised if you don’t find its
pages profitable for instruction. In
fact, you may be harmed by using strong
medicine foolishly. St. Peter says that
in his beloved brother Paul's epistles
“‘are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and un-
stable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction.”
It is not safe to treat lightly and reck-
lessly sharp-edged tools, and the Bible
itself warns us that ‘‘the Word of God
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword.” Our Lord said
to the Sadducees: “Ye do err, not know-
ing the Scripture,” because they denied
the reality of a resurrection, not ufider-
standing that the familiar words: I
AM the God of Abraham,” proved that
Abraham still lived. God is the God
of the living. It is possible to be very
familiar with the words of the Bible
and yet fail utterly to hear God speaking
in it. It is possible to argue very hotly
over the question of the authorship of
the first five books, or be very indignant
with those scholars who consider that
the story of Adam and Eve talking to
the serpent is iptended to be an alle-
gory, and yet fail in brotherly 1obve most
terribly. Love is the keynote of the
Bible. It reveals the love of God to His
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think—begin with such searching, spirit-
ual truths as are set before Chrisuans
in the Sermon on the Mount. They have
to be taught first that it is wrong to kill
and eat people, and such elementary
truths, which we hardly expect to hear
impressed on ordinary congregations
in this country.  The missionary does
not at once insist that polygamy and
slavery shall be instantly stopped. He
instils principles of higher living, which
grow, and in time kill out the evil. So
we find that polygamy is not so sternly
forbidden in the Old Testament as in
the New. People had to be educated
slowly. And as for slavery, it is not
actually forbidden in words, even by
Christ; and yet His teaching has slowly,
but surely, crowded it out of Christian
countries.

The Bible is a revelation God,
growing more and more clear through
the ages, until it shines out in perfect
beauty in the Face of Christ.

Our best answer to those who doubt
its value i1s ""Read 1t, and sec.””  But it
must be read with an ecarnest desire to
find truth, and with the spiritual eves
open Go through a beautitul garder,
looking for withered, leaves and thorns,
and you will prob blv find what vou
look for, 2 d ertirely miss the benuty of
flowers and fruit. So, if vou g
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(‘l_li](ir('ll -a love that is tender and for-
giving, yet stern in condemning evil.
And it calls the world to catch the in-
spiration of the infinite love of God and
reflect the light.

Let us have faith in our Bible. Why
should we be afraid to let the critics ex-
amine it? We may have to change
some of our mistaken notions about it
but the more_we can learn about it the
better. God’s word need not shrink
from the light. If you ever get nervous
and imagine that the Bible is not in-
spired by God, don’t sit down and fret.
Open the Bible and read it, with prayer
f(»r. the illuminating power of the Holy
Spirit.  If you pray earnestly and read
thoroughly you will certainly find that
it 1s God’s word to you. If vou doubt
the value of the medicine. take it
Really speak to God, and listen for His
answer, or you may miss the “still small
vOice:
~ This is a very imperfect answer to an
immportant question, but
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“If faith o’ercomes doubt.”’

by victory:
DorAa FarNcoMmB.

WHOM GOD HATH JOINED

We have sipped the cup of sorrow,
Thou and I

We have waited a to-morrow,
Thou and I;

We have watched beside a bed,

Bending o'er a little head,

Crushed beneath the weight of dread,
, Thou and I.

We have owned our helplessness
Thou and I;
We have sought God in distress,
Thou and I;
We have shed a common tear
When no other help was near,
Prayed together in our fear,
Thou and 1.

Shall we break the ties that bind us,
Thcu and I?

Shall we p.t those days behind
Thou and 1?

God has wed with grief and pain,

Shall we p1ove that union vain,

Shall we go our ways again,
Thou and I?

J. C. McCLavuGHRY. in The Circle.

us,

Accept God’s will entirely and never
suppose that you could serve Him bet-
ter in any other way. You can never
serve Him well, save in the way He
Supposing that
never to be set free from trial, what
you do ?
God, *“ I am Thine—if my trials are ac-
ceptable to Thee, give me more and
I have full confidence that
this 1s what you would say, and then
of
would not be anxious.
Make friends
with your trials, as though you were al-

chooses. you were

would You would say to

more.”’

you would not think more it—at

any rate, you

Well, do the same now.
wavs to live together ; and you will
see that when you cease to take thought
for your God will
take thought for you; and when you
to help He
will help you.

own deliverance,

cease vourself eagerly,
-Francis de Sales.
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