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THE PLAGUE STAYED.

2 SAM. 24: 15-25.

1_David had sinned in number-
ini’- the people. There are various 
opinions as to what constituted the 
sin of the action. Josephus imag
ines a breach ot the law of Moses 
which prescribed that, when the peo
ple were numbered, a tax ot half a 
shekel a head should be paid by 
ewry man above twenty. Geikie, 
in “ Hours with the Bible,” says, 
*“ The probability is,that the proposal 
was a step towards the formal enrol
ment of the whole male population 
tor stricter military service than they 
h ul hitherto rendered. . . The new 
c.n<u< may have been intended to 
furnish the king with a muster roll 
of ihe population, which lie might 

to aggrandize the power of the 
thmne ~ Regarded thus, as a first ! 
Mop towards despotism, it was not I 
oil v a breach of the divinely establish- I 
ed eons'iuition, but provoked great j 
opposition from the people at large |

David's conscience smote him. His 
sin was further pressed home by Gad 
thi- seer, it was the good fortune of 
David to have about him servants of 
(ind who faithfully reproved him. In 
those days the voice of the divine 
messengers wasnot hushed by the rank 
of the sinner. When in after days, 
the prophets spoke to please earthly 
kiivs rather than God. the power of 
the'monarchy declined. David had 
already been reproved by Nathan 
for the great sin of his life; and had 
wise! y acknowledged the authority of 
Nathan and repented of his sin. We 
do not know much about Gad. We 
know that he wrote a book of the 
Acts ni David (1 Chron. 29: 29,) and 
that he assisted in the musical ar 
rangements of the house of the 
Lord," with David and Nathan (2 
Chron 29: 25.) Gad gave to David 
the choice ot one ot three punish 
merits (2 Sam. 24: 12 ) David t h ise 
the pestilence. It appeared to him that 
in the pestilence he was more directly 
in “ the hand of the Lord.” than he 
would be if he chose lamine ;r war. 
The punishment,however, affected not 
only David, but also all the people 
Sin affects in its results the innocent 
as well us the guilty. So in the case 
of Adam s sin. His posterity suffer
ed through him. The ground was 
cursed tor his sake. David does not 
seem to have been stricken by the 
pestilence, but he had the intense 
grief of seeing his own people sut
ler through his sin. This, to a man 
ol generous spirit, would be a far 
heavier burden than the disease and 
pain in his body. This gives inten
sity to the appeal to God: “ Lo, 1 
have sinned, and l have done wickeil 
ly; but these Thy sheep, what have 
they done I Let Thine hand I pray 
Thee, be against me and against my 
father’s house. (2 Sam. 24: 17.)

o. —The repentance ot David was 
expressed -hi prayer and sacrifice. 
Upon the spot where the vision of the 
destroying angel appeared was 
11 the threshing-place ol Araunah 
the Jebusite.” In our translation 
Araunah appears as “Oman,” in the 
account contained in 1 Chron. 21: 18- 
30, These two are the same name 
under varied forms. Araunah was a 
Jebusite. Jebus was the ancient 
name for Jerusalem. The Jebusites 
are mentioned in the report of the 
spies (Numbers 13: 29 ) They went 
ut) with others against Joshua (Josh. 
11 : 3). Many attacks were made upon 
them but they continued to dwell in 
the land (Judges 1: 21 ; 19 : 11). It 
was only when David fixed upon Je
bus as the seat of government, and 
attacked it with a mightv hpst, that 
it fell (2 Sam. 5: 6, 7.) \ erse 23 ot
our Lesson reads, “ All these things 
did Araunah, as a king, give unto 
the kin" : better, “ nil these things 
did Araunah the king,” etc. From 
this it is inferred that he was at least 
of the royal race, possibly the former 
kin" of Jerusalem. “ tiy Josephus 

4»f vii. 13. sec. 9.( Araunah is said 
to have been one of David's cbfcd 
friends, and to have been expressly 
spared by him when the citadel was 
taken If there is any truth in this,
David no doubt made his friendship, 
during his wanderings, when he also 
acqù red that of Uriah the Hittite 
Abimelech," Sibbechai aid oth< M of 
his associates, who belonged to the 
old nations."—Smith’s Bible Diction
ary, vol. 1. p- 938, Note.

David, following the directions ot 
Gad purchased the threshing floor 
of Araunah. Araunah would have 
iriven it without payment, but David 
would not offer that which cost him 
nothin" David reared the altar, used 
the threshing instruments of Araunah 
for the wooi^ his oxen for burnt of- 
l,-rings, and his wheat for the peace
offering. The burnt offering was es- 
peciallvlthe form of the expression 
ill repentance and devotion to God. 
God was well pleased with this sacn- 
bee God is sometimes represented 
*s not delighting in sacrifice. 
himself in Psalm 51, cries, - lhou 
deli"htcst notin burnt offerings. I ne 
sacrifices of God ere a broken spirit : 
* broken and a contrite heart. O God, 
Thou wilt not despise ’ (Psalm 01 : 
16 17 ) The solution of the appar
ent contradiction is that God was 
pleased with sacrifice only when » 
was the expression of penitence and 
ot love; and that he valued the re
ality t ai. above the form by which the 
reality was represented-

3_-‘So the Lord was intreated tor
the land, and the plague was stayed 
from Israel. ” It would seem that be
fore the sacrifice was offered, and 
whilst the work of destruction waa 
still going on, “ the Lord repented

Him of the evil, and said to the angel 
that destroyed the people. It is 
enough :stay now thine hand.” God 
gave David the assurance that He 
bad pardoned him. He gave this as
surance in two ways. First, “ He 
answered him from heaven bv fire 
upon the altar of burnt offering.” 
The other sign of forgiveness was 
the cessation of the plague. When 
God, through Christ, accepts our pen
itence and answers our prayers for 
forgiveness, He assures us of salva
tion. He gives to us by the Holy 
Spirit, the consciousness of His favor, 
and He shows that He has accepted 
the offering ot our souls and bodies 
by giving us power to do His will.— 
Condensai from W. M. S. S. Mag.

CHANGING THE 
YEAH.

HEADING

A New Hampshire correspondent 
of the N. E. Farmer, writing in rcler 
enee to the changing of the bearing 
year of the apple tree, says: “ I be
lieve it can he done by In-avy prim 
mg ami heavy manuring in the even 
year, provided the tree he not allow
ed to hear fruit that year. Among 
my own recollections ot the long ago 
paît, is one of a man, who was a pi
oneer in Iruii raising, standing bv his 
overloaded trees and whipping ofl" the 
fruit. He asserted that in this way he 
was able to secure a lair crop of apples 
the next year. He always had huit 
every year, I remember. A few years 
agoit so happened that 1 manured two 
apple trees rather heavily, in the even 
year ; the next year they bore a heavy 
crop and have continued to do so 
every since. Another tree, that stood 
near the wall, was manured only on 
one side, and that side at once took 
to bearing on the odd year, while the 
other side continued its old- 
established habit of even year 
bearing. The trees all produce fall 
fruit. It may not bo so easy to 
change the habit ot a Baldwin or oth
er tree that matures its Iruit later, 
but I have no doubt it could be doue 
in a tew years by this means.”

HOW TO BECOME AN IDIOT.

The New York Herald in a recent 
article on the tobacco curse says that 
if we would encourage idiocy in the 
United Stales, all we have to do is to 
continue the present consumption ot 
tobacco. It adds: “ Whut sight 
more common than half a dozen boys, 
lads and young men smoking cigar
ettes on the platform of a bob tail 
car? And what more trying to one’s 
nerves than the filthy odors they puff 
into the ear over the other passen
gers ? Ten years of this almost uni
versal habit have left their mark in 
the sunken eyes, the pallid face, the 
weak and the flabby muscles ot these 
so called men. That many of them 
find no real enjoyment in the prau 
lice is shown bv their habit of spit
ting. Aside from the vulgarity and 
nastiness of this muscular exercise is 
tlie.detriiuent it does the general sys
tem. No man—certainly no growing 
boy—can expectorate constantly with 
out injuring trimself. Bootblacks, 
messenger boys, school children, 
clerks, smoke and spit, as together 
in a great and multitudinous army 
they move along toward idiocy and 
imbecility. IVhal a cheerful prospect 
it is, to be sure !’’

UE8FUL HINTS

Try a cloth wrung out from cold 
water put about the neck for a sore 
throat.

Our Country Home says that rubbing 
clothes betore boiling them is the 
very perlectton ut washing science.

In sharpening edge-tools, says the 
Popular Science News, “ substitute 
common bar soap and water tor oil 
on the hone.”

When the stopper of a glass de
canter is too tight, a cloth wet in hot 
water and applied to the neck will 
cause the glass to expand and the 
stopper may be removed.

Real profit does not come sfio mneb 
from the number of acres one goes 
over as from how much he gets off 
each acre. It coats about the same 
number of dollars to own, or rent, 
prepare seed, and work an acre tor a 
small or large crop. The profit 
comes from the second quarter or 
halt of a good crop.

Plough up the old cow yards, run
ning the plough deep, and, says the 
Germantown Telegraph, as many loads 
of earth as you can remove so many 
loads of'rich fertilizers you will have. 
We have read ot an enterprizing 
gentleman who manured ten acres 
of grass |with earth from under an 
old barn, and had enormous growths 
tor several years after.

Trees that were grafted this spring 
should be carefully gone over and 
all water sprouiscut away to allow all 
the sap to flow into tbe graft to push 
it vigorously. 11 you wish a stocky- 
branched graft, nip the end ot the 
young growth alter it has grown six 
inches or more. It will than throw 
outside shoots and grow branched and 
stocky.

Delicious fig candy is made bv 
boiling one pound ot white sugar 
with one pint of water. When it 
hardens in cold water peur it over 
the figs which you have split and 
placed on buttered plates. Just be
fore you take the candy from the fire 
add a small lump of butter and one 
table-spoonful of vinegar. It you 
prefer it, the figs may be chopped 
and mixed with the candy.

MEDICAL TESTIMONY
HAS PROVED THAT

PUTTNER’S EMULSION OF COD LIVER OIL
with Hypopbcnpbites, etc., has produced 
more cure* and given permanent relief in 
more caee* of consumption than any other 
remedy. In disease* ot women and children 
it its having remarkably good results. Putt- 
ner’s Emulsion is sold by all druggists.
PRICE 60 Cent».
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12 Wit, Wisdom, and Philoso
phy ot Jean Paul Richter. This 
volume is a cabinet-box containing 
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11 Chinese Gordon. A succinct
record of his life. By Archibald 
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10 The Fortunes of llachael. 
By Edward Everett Hale. Price 
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Spare Half-hour. By C. H. Spur
geon. Price 12 cento. Spurgeon’s 
illustrations are something renown
ed on two continents. They abound 
in all simplicity and force in this 
little work. They reach all read
ers, learned and unlearned.

8 In the Heart of Africa. Con
densed from the works of Sir Sam
uel VV. Baker, r. r. o. s. Price 
25 cents.

7 Archibald Malmaison. By
Julian Hawthorne. Price 16 cents.
“ Archibald Mulmaison” is a story 
of aristocratic life in England, in 
the first part oi the century.

6 My Musical Memories By
H. R. Haweis. Price 25 cents. A 
book for all who lore music, or 
would cultivate a taste for it.

5 The Bowsham Puzzle. By
John Habberton, author of 
“ Helen's Babies.” Price 25 cents.

4 Christianity Triumphant. Its
Defensive and Agressive Victories. 
By John P. Newman, i>. d., ll.d. 
Price 15 cents. Contents : Achieve
ments of Christianity. Infidelity 
an Inglorious Failure. The Crimi
nality of Infidelity. Great Chris
tians vs. Great Infidels. The 
Elevation of Woman. Home life 
of the Republic. Impure Litera
ture. Gamblers and Gambling. 
Magnanimity of Self-Denial. Com
mercial Integrity.

3 Memorie and Rime. By 
Jacquin Miller. Price 36 cents. A 
most delightful mingling of Sketch
es of Travel, Stories and Poems.

2 Mumu, snd the Diary of a
Superfluous Man. Stories of the 
Serf, and Upper-class Life in Rus
sia. By Ivan Turgemefi, Price 
15 cents.

1 Merv. A Story of Adven
tures and Captivity. Epitomized 
from “ The Merr Oasis.” By 
Edmund O’Donovan, Special 
Correspondent of London * Daily 
News.” Price 25 cents.
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HARTFORD, CONN.,

Established 1794. Losses paid over $24,000,000

North British anfl Mercantile Insurance Company,
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1 Oliver Cromwell: His Life,
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bohnd in heavy paper, and lettered on 
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Moor. By Lan; a <:\ Holloway. Price
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11 Successful Mon of to-day, and
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Idward C odd, ami Richard A. Proctor. 
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13 India ; What Can it Teach ue ?
II) Max Muller Price 25 cent*. Max 
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age.

14 Winter in India. By the
Right Hon. W. E. Baxter, M p. Price 
15 veut*.

15 Scottish Characteristics. By
Paxton Hood. Price 25 cents.

16 History and other Sketches.
By James Authony Froude. Price 36 
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of Jesus, according to oldest source*. 
By Franz hehtzHch, p d. Price G ceeta.

18 Scientific Sophisms ; A Review
of Fuirent Theories concerning Atoeee, 
Apes,and Men. Bv Sa nuel Waiuwright, 
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