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(For Provincial Wesleyan )

NO SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY FOR A 
BELIKE OF THE ANNIHILATION 

OR VJTTER DESTRUCTION OF 
THE WICKED,.

Io commencing a discussion on this subject, 
it seems proper to give, from standard lexicons, 
the meaning ol the words Destroy—Destruc
tion—Death—and Annihilation. «Johnson and 
Maunder give the following meanings of the 
above-ment.oned words, and with which later 
lexicons substantially agree:—14 Destroy, v.a.. 
To overthrow a city ; to lay waste ; to make 
desolate ; to kill ; to put an end to. Dtshuc- 
(ion. The act of destroying; waste; murder; 
the state of being destroyed ; a destroyer. [In 
tbeolog)J— eternal death; also demolition; 
ruin. Deaf', The extinction ol life; morta
lity; destruction; state of the dead*. [In the 
ologyJ — Damnation ; Eternal torments. Anni- 
hilafe, To reduce to nothing ; to destroy ; to 
annul. Neither the wotd annihilate nor anni
hilation is in any part of the' Sacred Scrip
tures.

The persons who hold the belief of the anni
hilation, or utter extinction of the soul and 
body of the finally unrcgencrate and wicked, 
pretend, of course, to do so on the authority ol 
the Scriptures. The words destroy and des
truction are indeed contained in very numerous 
passages ot the sacred volume, but never con
vey the sense or moaoing of any annihilation 
or end of the bciny ol any ol the human race. 
Several passages Irom different books of Scrip- 
turea will aow be given, in which the words 
destroyand destruction are used ; ami it will be 
seen that not one of them can be made to bear 
the semblance ol any such annihilation or 
extinction of beiny ; nor is there, the writer 
confidently asserts, any other word in the 
Scriptures having such meaning ns to any 
human being:—Gen. vii. IV 20, “And the 
waters prevailed exceedingly uj>on the earth ; 
âftd all the high hills that wcie under the whole 
heaven were covered. . . . And the moun
tains were covered. . . .—v. 23: And every 
living substance was destroyed which was upon 
the face ol the ground, both man and cattle, 
and the creeping things, and the lowl ol the 
heaven, and they were destroyed irom the 
eartn.” It is perfectly evident that here the 
word destroyed cannot be thought to mean 
annihilation ol the bodies or souls ol men, 
but simply taking away natural life, as well as 
that of all other creatures, by the waters ot the 
deluge.

The writer considers it a religious duty to 
make here a short digression to expose and 
relate the error, not only of real or pretended 
scientists (who, in reality, are infidels or aemi- 
ii f i de Is as to Divine revelation), but also of 
these professed believers in that revelation, 
who avow the opinion that the whole of our 
globe was not covered by that deluge, but only 
a certain portion ot it in the eastern hemis
phere. That such infidels should be ignorant 
of even the letter ol Scrip ture-and its meaning 
is not at all surprising ; and it is so with near
ly the whole of them, lor several reasons which 
need hot be mentioned. But that there should 
be professed theologians, and others claiming 
to bo acquainted with the Scriptures, who hold 
that opinion, shows not only a biauieable igno
rance ol the plain letter of revelation on the 
point, but very great culpability in thus giving 
their sanction to the objections ot the infidel 
class. Will any ot them ia their pretended 
superior wisdom intorm us what high hills or 
other puis of this globe of earth are not at all 
times 44 under the whole heave» P"—meaning 
the visible heavenly firmam«tot which entirety 
surrounds our globe, and is constantly beheld 
by all. Ot course they will not venture a 
denial ot this universally-evident fact, as it 
would expose their ignorance of one of the 
first and plainest truths of astronomy. Even 
individual knows that tact during the whole ol 
the 24 hours of his daily existence on the 
earth, by constantly seeing that heavenly firm 
ament above him. as evidently at mid-myhl a> 
at meridian day. It would seem as il the 
Divine Spirit, to prevent the cavils or frustrate 
the objections of infidels, and to show mon 
emphatically and clearly the universality ol tin 
deluge, employed the two similar and pointed 
expressions, 44 all the high hills that wen 
under the whole heaven were covered.” and 
“ the mountains were covered, and all flesh 
ilied that moved upon the earth.”

The true believer in the Sacred Scriptures 
will not merely excuse the digression on this 
very important subject, but will thank the 
writer for it.

l«evit. Bxiii. 30: 44 And whatsoever soul it 
be that doeth any work in that same day, the 
same soul will I destroy from among his peo
ple.” The word soul here is synonymous with 
person, for the work could not be done by the 
soul, or spiritual being, but only by the bodily 
jtourrs. It is also evident that the words, 
“ cut off from among his people,” fix the word 
“ destroy” to mean merely taken away by 
death ; for in the sense of annihilation, or 
utter extinction of the mad, those words, 44 cut 
oil,” &c., would he quite supciflueus and 
absurd.

Deut. iv. 26, 27: 44 Y’e shall soon utterly 
perish from Dll' the land when unto ye go over 
Jordan to possess it ; ye shall not prolong youi 
days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. 
And the Lord shall scatter you among tin 
nations.”

No annihilation here, either of soul or boilY ; 
but death ol some amt dispersion of others. 
According to this Divine prediction, they (tit 
Israelites) have for many ages to this day been 
i scattered but distinct people.

job v. 21, 22: 41 Neither shall thou be afraid 
of destruction when it cometh. At destruction 
ami famine thou shall laugh.”

Here desolation or other affliction i, meant, 
not annihilation.

Job xxvi. 6: “Hell is naked before him. 
and destruction hath no covering.

The future punishment ol the 
in place, are evidently meant, 
absurd to say that annihilation or non-exist
ence " hath no covering."

p,_ xxxv. 8 : “ Let his net that he hath hid 
catch himself: into that very destruction lei 
him tall."

Here is meant, that the destruction or afflic
tion which the wicked had prepared lor ano
ther or others, should be executed on himsell.

wicked, and 
It would tw

it was literally inflicted in the instance of 1. Cor. x. 9-10, “Neither let us tempt 
Hainan and Mordecai, recorded in the book ol Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
Kslher. were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur

I*s. lii. 6, 6 : •• God shall likewise destroy ye, as some of them also murmured, and were 
thee forever, be shall lake (bee away, and destroyed of the destroyer." 
plock thee out of thy dwellieg place, and root The first event here referred to, is thus roen-

CUÏLER OX BEECHER. ON SEEKING A REVIVAL.

thee out ol the la-idol the living. The right- ti>ned in Numbers xxi. 6, “The Lord sent 
eons also shall see and tear, and shall laugh at fiery serpents among the people, and much peo- 
hiin." pie of Israel died.” The instance ol the laur-

U Ibis text had ended with the words, “God muring, is thus mentioned in Numbers xvi. 49, 
shall likewise destroy thee for ever,” the lies “ Now *W ‘h*< dle<1 tbe Pu*w were four- 
tnetwnutM would certainly hnve considered it ,een thousand seven hundred. No annihila- 
as one of the very slrongest authorities in their <’on >• meant in either instance of de*tnirt,„n, 
favour, as those words, standing stone might j but sudden death, as punishment
have seemed to afford their theory some sem- 
hlance, if not of validity, al least ot eupposi- he 
lion or possibility. Unconnected and unex 
plained, they would have seemed, beyond all 
other Scripture passages, to have given some

There are thou«a»ds ot readers of the Evan
gelist who were delighted with that noble
speech of Parke Godwin, at the dinner given gracious gift of His Spirit. In view of the 
to Prof. Tyndall. The speech of Prof. R. D. difficulties in the way. they are eoostramed to 
Hitchcock, on that occasion, though briefer, ask. How can we promote a genuine revival? 
was not less manly. Only a fragment of it ap- 1 suggest : ;4
{wared in the daily papers; but that was like a! Gel a clear idea of what constitutes a revival 
bit of marble from one of the friezes ot Phidiaa. A revival builds up the work of grace ami beli- 
Tbe theme was 44 Religion and Science; ” and ness in the church, and save» sinners. Or in 
nobly did be vindicate that Gospel, whose am- other words—it is God quickening and saweti- 
b'ssador he is. when turning to the chairman, ty ing his people, audi using them in effecting 
Mr. Evarts. be said 44 Sir, I came too late into the salvation of siuners. Get a clear percep- 

. , . ■ pumeuwc".. the world to meet vour honored father; but lion of the means to be used.
' ' ent fc e*U8B with the tradition ot his fine ami saintly char- 1. The chnrck must specially seek it. “ Ask

made to ask. What sweet
low *

There aie many who greatly desire a revival jt to rae}}cw gm{ soften the tones,
ot religion. Ihe Lord be praised, tor ibis is a h»T6 DO hght to be gruff and imperious.

They must eol he self asserting and domineer -

revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel ot oar Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall hr

i charch must specially seek it. 
acter. I should be quite ashamed to apologize and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find.*' 
fur being one of those 1 Presbyterians’ whose The people of Gsd must specially consecrate

ing The way some Christian* speak, with 
downright cadences, imperative, peremptory, 
dictatorial, as though there were a streneeu* 
hardship of self-will in them, over riding other 
men’s views, feelings and wishes, repels men 
from them and makes some gentle spoken 
worlding tar more lovely by contrast. This is 
not wise or right. It 
verv wrong.

Our religion oeght to pervade our manners. 
U is ihe highest law of pure and tine coerteey. 
It cannot bo indifferent to any men'» feelings.

slight countenance to the heterodox opinion. I punished with everlasting destruction from the 
but the succeeding words of the verse most presence ot the Lord, and the glory of his 
clearly show that the words, 44 destroy thee tor j power.”
ever,” as m many similar passages, only mean j Here, the evcilasling destm lion evidently 
taking away from this world by death. The means banishment from God, were the finally 
whole text in most conclusive egainst this ‘ impenitent and wicked will forever suffer the 
unscriptural theory ol destruction of beiny, \ vengeance ot 44 eternal fire,” as declared in 
and is of itself quite suflieient to utterly destroy several other passages of Scripture, some of 
it. which have been previously cited. Under the

meaning of taUnihilation, the word everlasting in 
the text, would be altogether superfluous and 
absurd, an annihilation could not be progres
sive, and continue to advance forever, but must 
be instantaneous, or limited in its time of ac
complishment. As regards the wicked men
tioned in ;be text, and all others who will be 
consigned to the regions of future punishment, 
there will be the utter destruction of all expec
tation or hope ot release from their prison and 
misery.

There have now been cited, no less than 
twenty-four passages of Scripture, in which the 
words destroy, destroying and destru lion are 
used ; and not one ot them affords the least sem
blance to the meaning of annihilation, or the 
utter extinction ot the existence ot any human 
being. Very many more texts contain the 
same words, but not one of them car. possibly 
be made to bear that meaning. Neither is 
there anv other word in Scripture, from which 
it can be interred or supposed.

But as additional, and most conclusive proof, 
directly opposed to any such annihilation, 
there are numerous passages of Scripture ex 
pressly declaring the future punishment of all 
the finally impenitent and wicked, and the eter
nal duration ot that punishment. The follow
ing are a few of them :—Mark ix. 13-44 44 If] 
is better tor thee to enter into life mained. than 
having two hands, to go into hell, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched, where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire ia not quenched.” Two 
repeti iona of the same awful and continued 
punishments immediately follow.

Luke xvi. 23-24, 44 And in hell he lifted up 
hia eyee, being in torments.” ... 4* for 1 am 
tormented in this flame'” V. 26, “Between 
us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that 
they which would pass from you cannot, neither 
can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence.” These were the words of Abraham 
to the earthly rich man, then, and now, in ever
lasting torment. Matthew xiii. 41-42, 44 The 
Son of Man shall send forth his angela, and 
they shall gather out of hia kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity, and 
shall cast them into a furnace of tire, there 
shall be wailing and gnashing ot teeth.”

Rev. xx. 1Ô, 44 And whosever was not found 
written in the book ot life, was cast into the 
lake of fire.”

Rev. xxi. 8, 44 But the fearful and the un
believing, and the abominable, aid murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idola- 
tors, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which buraeth with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death.”

Matthew xxv. 41-46, 44 Then shall he say 
also unto them on his left hand, depart from 
me ye cursed into everlasting fire. . . . And 
these shall go away iuto everlasting punish
ment.” These last awful words, as well as 
several others above cited, were the utterance* 
of the Lord,Jesus Christ himself, the infallible 
and final «Judge, and they relate to, ami com
prehend all the finally impenitent and wicked 
who have ever lived on this earth; and whose 
punishment is so plainly declared to be iver- 
lasting. These being the decisive and un
changeable truths ou the subject, ichere[and 
ttho are the human beings, who arc to be an
nihilated, or utterly put out ot existence. 
There van be none, as all the wicked will be 
everlastingly punished ; and certainly there v ill 
be no annihilation of the righteous, for it is 
said by the Lord, that they shall go 44 into life 
eternal.”

The plain truth is, that so far from there 
being a single word in Sciip'urc to give any 
countenance to this heresy ot annihilation, the 
letter and spirit ot scriptural religion is directly 
•pposed to it. The l#»-iievers in this destruc
tive doctrine, are but rarely among the vast 
body of those who have taken this life, with its 
various desires, profita and sensual qualifica
tions, as their satisfying portion; and neither 
care, or give tbemselvea the trouble to search 
er think aliout doctrines or differences in relig
ion ; but are quite satisfied with a mere exter
nal religious profession,statedly or occasionally 
shown, by attendance on public worship, and 
reading on the sacred day of rest, a limited 
portion of the Scriptures. The chief inventors 
and supporters of the ruinous heresy, are per
sons whose minds are in some degree occasion
ally exercised on religion, and the results and 
events of futurity, but yet who are living io sms 
ot sensuality, vanity, levity and carelessness, 
or other modes or forms ot evil, contrary to 
the convictions ot conscience and reason, and 
under partial and very inadequate views of the 
requisitions ot revealed truth. Being at times 
uneasy in their minds, as to eternal conse
quences, ami not willing to relinquish their be
setting lusts and vanities, they endeavor to 
torture the words destroy and destruction, or 
similar terms, to mean annulation ; which they 
would gladly receive, rather than incur the risk 
of being condemned to the dreadful and endur
ing punishments denounced against the finally 
unregenerate and unholy ; and those who have 
neglected the salvation ol the sell -deny ing and 
holy Christianity, required and enjoined in the 
sacred Scriptures.

Ps. lv. 23 : 44 But thou. O God, shall bring 
them down into the pit of destruction : bloody 
and deceitful men shall not live out half their 
days.”

Here is evidently meant an early death, and 
commencement of future punishment. “ Pit” 
of “ annihilation” would be absurd.

Ps. xc. IK*: “ Thou turiyst man to destruc
tion, and sayest, Ret uni, ye children of men.”

Here, evidently, the death and dissolution of 
the body, and its resurrectiou, are meant by 
the words destruction and return.

Ps. evii 20 : 44 He sent his word and healed 
them, and delivered them from their destruc
tion.”

From their distresses or afflictions, not anni
hilations.

Prov. i. 27, 28: 44 And your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind : when distress and 
anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they 
call upon me, but 1 will not answer.” .
—v. 31 : 44 Therefore shall they eat of the 
fruit of their own way.”

Here is evidently meant not annihilation, 
but extreme afflictions, and a relu*»! of any 
relief or deliverance.

Prov. xiii. 3: “ Ho that openeth wide his 
lips shall have destruction.”

Shall have trouble or afllction—not annihila
tion.

Prov. iv. 11: 44 Hell and destruction are 
before the Lord. ”

Hades, the place ot separate spirits, and 
Abaddon, the place of torment, are constantly 
under his view. Annihilation, or utter des- 
iruction, or extinction of being, could not be 
constantly before him.

Prov. xxvii. 20: 44 Hell and destruction are 
never full.”

They will not be until the end of time. It 
would be absurd to say that annihilation, or 
ihe final end ot being, is 44 never full.”

Isai. li. 19: 44 These two things are come 
unto thee ; who shall be sorry for thee? deso
lation and destruction, and the famine and the 
aword.”

Here, evidently, destruction does not mean 
annihilation, but temporal afflictions.

Jer. xvii. 18; 44 Bring upon them the day of 
evil, ami destroy them with double destruc
tion.”

Desolation and death are evidently meant 
Double annihilation would be absurd.

Kzekl. xiv. 9 : 44 I wilPstretcb out my hand 
upon him, and destroy him from the midst of 
my people Israel.

Here, evidently, death is meant.
flos. iv. 6: 44 My people arc destroyed for 

lack of knowledge.”
Arc distressed or afflicted, not annihilated.
Ilos. vii. 13: 44 Destruction unto them be

cause they have transgressed me.” . . 
v. 16 : ’* This shall be their derision in the land 
of Egypt.”

Swore affliction, as punishment, is evidently
meant here.

Matthew x. 28, 44 But rather lear him who 
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell 
Here the word destroy plainly means, no hope 
of pardon or relict from the punishment in the 
future state, but endles misery, called in Scrip
ture, the “ Second Death.” It caunot mean 
annihilation or utter extinction of being, for 
«f this were meant, the word 44 bell,” tho place 
ot the punishment ot the wicked, would be 
■uqiertiuons and absurd; for annihilation there 
could be no suffering in bell, or elsewhere. 
The text is the utterance ot the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself ; ami his meaning of the word 
destroy, is readily seen from his own words 
also, in Mark ix 43 -44, concerning the wicked, 
namely,—44 To go into bell, into the fire that 
never shall be quenched ; where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire ie not quenched.” These 
same expressions arc twice repeated in imme
diately following verses ; and the same meaning 
ot the word destroy, is further shown io the fol
lowing words of our Lord, concerning all the 
wicked at the final judgment ol all mankind, as 
recorded io Matthew xxv. 41, 44 Then shall he 
sav unto them on his left baud, depart from rao 
ye cursed into everlasting tire, . . . v. 46, Àniàf 
these shall go away into everlasting punish
ment, but the righteous into life eterual.” All 
these passages are in perfect agreement, and 
they entirely exclude any idea or thought of 
annihilation, or extinction ot existence, being 
meant by the word destroy, mentioned in the 
text first* cited. They are all the utterances of 
our divine Lord himself, and they relate to and 
comprehend all the finally impenitent and 
wicked, lie could nevor contradict bimsaU, 
or utter opposite or conthoting opinions on 
any subject.

Romans xiv. IS, 44 Destroy not him with thy 
meat, for whom Christ died.” Here the word 
destroy, must have a meaning similar to the 
same word in the first ol the preceding pas
sages, and not that of annihilation, lor one 
human being cannot annihilais another.

1 Cor. iii. 17, 4* It any man defile the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy.” Here also 
destroy, has the same meaning, namely, punish
ment in the toture state, as in Mark x., pre
viously cited, and the other passages connect
edly mentioned. Joim G. Marshall.

pulse our guest has quickened a little here. It 
i seems sometimes as though Science and Reli
gion ha<l met in a very narrow path, on a very 
dizzy ridge, and were interlocking their antlers 
in a struggle that must be fatal to one or the 
other. If it must come to this, I think history 
suggests that not Religion, but Science, must 
go down the cliff; for mankind at large manage 
to get along very well without much science, 
but tnaukind at large have never managed to 
get aloug without Religion. (Applause.) 
Skepticism may endure for a day, but with the 
«unset and the star-light comes either religion 
or its disease, superstition; and superstition is 
the vengeance ot Providence on skepticism, 
sure to come. (Applause.) But there is no 
need of any such issues ; the path is broad 
enough both tor science and religion ; and those 
scientists are greatly mistaken who suspect, 
on our part, either distrust, or jealousy, or fear.”

It was well that our Presbyterian Professor 
was on the spot to hoist again that standard ot 
the true faith which Mr. Beecher had, a few 
moments before, so ingloriously lowered. 
General Dix’s famous motto might well have 
been put into action on that evening. For 
rarely has a great man been set for the defence 
of the Gospel of Christ, and yet behaved with 
more pusillanimity than did my old friend and 
neighbor of 44 Plymouth Church” on that oc
casion.

To P«of. Tyndall, as a brilliant physicist, 
that banquet was a well earned tribute of res
pect. It was not the place fur any ill-bred re
taliations upon the honored guest of the even
ing, for any of bis ^iterances on Prayer and 
Providence in past years. But it was the place, 
and the time, for a Christian minister to speak 
out a few clear, ringing words for the*super
natural icligion of the Bible. Henry Ward 
Beecher has rarely had a finer opportunity to 
win the gratitude of all evangelical Christiana, 
than was given him at that dinner;,aad never 
did he more completely sink below it.

He began his speech with an humble apology 
lor being a minister of the Gospel. 44 He had 
not chosen his profession ; but his father had 
chosen it for him.” What a pity that the 
glorious old man had not chosen bis son a theo
logy, as well as bis profession ! If the Lyman 
Beecher of Litchfield and Boston bad stood at 
that table, instead of the junior Beecher, that 
assembly would have heard 4 thunder all around 
the horizon.” The clear-eyed old athlete 
would not have gainsayed the physical laws 
with which God governs the material world; 
but he would have “ contended earnestly” for 
those sublimer spiritual truths which are 44 re
vealed,” and which are as clearly defined and 
irretrangable as any law ot optic*. The bril
liant lecturer on light would not have been left 
in darkness as to the opinions of the American 
ministry on the religion God has given them to 
preach.

But what is that religion ? My eloquent 
neighbor ot Plymouth Church proceeded to 
tell Prof. Tyndall that it was “not the doc 
trines of the Church, nor the usages of the 
Church, any more than the farmer’s harvest is 
ploughs and harrows, hoes and spades.” Hav 
ing clearly enunciated the axiom that hoes are 
not harvests, Mr. Beecher proceeds to say that 
the religion of God’s revelation is—44 Man
hood ! ” Just that, and no more! All that 
our glorious Gospel reveals to us of Divine 
holiness, of man’s depravity, of Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God, and the Redeemer ot the 
world,—all this, and everything else on the 
Divine side of our holy religion, is ignored. 
The ch:ef end of religion is to produce “ man 
hood ! ” So declares the most popular preacher 
on tliis continent. Anil so might Theodore 
Parker have sai l without the least scruple. 
For he too was an apostle of “ manhood.” So 
sublime is my neighboring Beecher’s faith in

manhood” that he declares 441 believe in its 
power of expansion, and in its all-pervading 
and Divine atmosphere.” To all this extraordi
nary creed, Professor Tyndall doubtless whis
pered to himself a hearty Amen.

After enunciating such a formula of revealed 
religion, we are not surprised to see Brother 
Beecher give the right hand of fellowship to 
Brother Tyndall. 44 1 repaid you,” he says to 
his British brother, 44 as a priest ordained, and 
in the same diocese, and with the same cure 
with us, but preaching a little different doctrine, 
We are working in one field, with our faces set 
as il we were going to Jerusalem.” And so 
they journey on Whether “ by two and two,” 
—the Plymouth pastor, and rhe London lec
turer ; both preaching thj “ everlasting gospel' 
ot manhood! Wë imagine to ourselves the 
august shade of old Lyman Beecher as present 
at that banquet ; and when this point in the 
speech is reached, we hear the irrepressible 
ghost of the departed cry out, 44 What in 
creation possessed me to put that boy into the 
ministry.”

Here let us s*op. It is no pleasant office to 
have said even as much os we have about a 
beloved triend of twenty years standing, and of 
a man whom we have honestly eulogized In 
these columns more than once within a year. 
We have never stinted our praise of him when 
he righteously deserved our bumble commenda
tions. But when, on such an occasion, such a 
man as Henry Ward Beecher hauls down the 
flag ol evangelical truth which be was set to 
defend, be deserves “ to be beaten with many 
stripes.”—aV. Y. Evangelist.

ner blind to hie diteeeforte It must thick of 
themselves to this work. An old and general ^ aoceenaodalioa bet ere our own. It must 
consecration will not do. There must be a 1Q!litt vpea kie ,akine precedence. •• in honor 
new and special consecration to God in this j^rcferriag ” hie to ourselves. It roust give 
salvation work. "Iiim the inside ol the walk, the head of the pew

2 A revival is a gift and operation of the hslt 0f tke ;n tbe car. his right tv his own 
Holy Spirit working in the church and among respect for h.s opinioos. room for
the people; hence it is absolutely necessary to h|g aad .diosvmra»l>. When
secure.» special effusioa of the Holy Spirit to CkrulisnilJ in any ol lls confessor• forgets to
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of the Holy Ghost, and it God s g00(j heeding abjures, it does not win men . meet his praying band ot poor Mexican hors.

The mightiest agent for good on earth is a 
consistent Christian. I like the Bible folded 
between lids ot cloth, of calf skin, of morocco ; 
but I like it better when, in the shape ot man it 
goes ont into the world—a Bible illustrated.

effect this work.
Holy Ghost, and 
al effusion, 
pensât ion
people will believingiy seek it, Ged will .now 
give them mighty movement* of the llotySpirit, 
aud many sinner* will be converted. Talent, 
tact, and eloquent utterances alone, cannot 
bring dead souls to life. The Spirit of God 
must inspire the heart and utterances, and 
move upon the people in awakening and sav
ing power. Therefore, first of all seek a spec
ial baptism and effusion ol (he Holy Spirit 
Then the Holy Spirit will open the eyes of sin
ners, arouse their consciences, and briug them 
within your reach ; and He will give you wis
dom and power to lead them to Chriet.

3. The church mint make a revival the coo- 
troliog and absorbing interest. Every party, 
personal, and worldly interest, mu»t be laid at 
Jesus’ feet, to promote salvation work. The 
social party, the favorite lecture, the desired 
visiting excursion, the denomination of our 
time and thoughts, must all give place to con
secrated efforts to build up the people of God 
in holiness, and save sinners. Put this work 
above everything else, and make everything 
subserve it. This is absolutely necessary. If 
we ask God to revive his work, and then put 
some personal matter above or before God’s 
revival work we insult Jehovah.

4. The pastor and church mast bo of one 
mind in seeking a revival. They must be 
agreed jin will, io sympathy, aud in effort. 
They must be agreed to seek a revival, and to 
seek it now. This cannot be too strongly im
pressed upon the mind of all who would have 
God powerfully work among them. And in a 
working unity there must be a bead. Evident
ly the preacher must be the leader. The 
preacher should be so humble, meek, and con- 
seciated'to God, that the Holy Spirit will di 
vinely make him such a leader. And at bis 
call, any church member should come out to 
church, and take hold of the work with him. 
When be says talk, sing, or pray, or come to 
the altar to pray and work there, the church 
should move into the work with zeal aad 
promptitude. When he says, go eut and visit 
from house to house, there should be no hesita
tion. If the church members will not come in, 
to the revival efforts unitedly', and work with 
the preacher who has charge of the meetings, 
how can they expect the Spirit ot God will be 
poured out upon them ? If they arc divided 
among tlemselves, or neglectful of duty, or 
half-hearted, how can they expect sinners to 
have much confidence in them? When the 
pentecostal^Spirit was poured out, the disciples 
were of one accord, and in one place. This 
unity of purpose, of heart, and of effort, will 
always be crowned with revival power and 
success

5. There must be steady, unyielding faith. 
There may be many hindrances, and a severe 
trial of your faith. But, in a hopeful, good 
spirit, move steadily forward in the work. It 
ie God’s. Keep at Jesus’s feet- He will not 
forget to be gracious. Do not indulge in 
selfish spirit, become impatient, and treat the 
people unreasonably. Humble yourselves 
deeply before God, and unitedly pray for the 
Holy Spirit to be poured out on the church and 
people, and God will give you victory. Have 
faith, and go out after sinners, and work on, 
and on, and God will surely help you.

6. Enter upon this work now ! To-day is the 
day ol salvation! Death is on your track! 
Work now while you can ! Improve this winter 
When spring comes, many ot your people will 
go beyond your reach Fanners, mechanics, 
and business men will then be so occupied as 
to be unapproachable. Now is your God given 
time and opportunity. Have faith—go into 
the work with all yeur heart—push it tor God, 
and for immortal souls, tor whom Jesus died 
—Amen.—Charles DlaksDc in Syracuse Advo 
cate.

eecret lurki tie- opposite sides o! the great church, the Jane for 
the Protestant, the otht-r for the Roman dis
putant. Tb<* news had spread like wild-fire ; 
thousands of both parties thronged into the 
ebtirch. The Protestant minister. Bille in 
hand, asx ended the platform . but the opposite 
one remained unoccupied—the challenger had 
tied. The assembled thousands listened, not 
tu a ikbate. but to a go>|Hl sermon of fervid 
eloquence The friends ot the Romi*h Church 
were much nnjre discomfited by the non ap
pearance of their champion, than they »*<>ulti 

verv untortunate and possibly have,been by the most signal defeat 
in argument.

I he first church established by Aguilar wa* 
that ol San Jo*e de Gratta , ibe secoml church, 
ministered U> bv Ages ami Mr Riley, is that 
ut 8,in Frntyvisco—a church so large that, as.dv 
from its chapel, it is capable ot containing an 
audience vd three thousand. This church when 
thrown open was in great need of repair*, the 
floor esprei.tlly. Those who had charge of the 
work sent to a liiuiber-vard lor timber, pro 
mising to pay tor it in a short time. The 
answer was a written one, utont insolent m its 
language. They might bare lumber lor any 
other purpose, but net one «tick foi a Vrotes 
taut church. Sadly Mr. Riley received the

junction,
petty *eif

it only invites them to dislike and despise it. w*lh them he presented the case to God. 
It denlee it a own nature ; but It II be *eTthinK Ai tlw eb.ae ol the meehnK hu eoti.-ed etitmling 
it i* love in the heart and love in the life.

A WINSOME RELIGION.

This is the special charge of Christ’s follow
ers to move among their fellow men, and by 
the sweet atlractidn of godliness, 44 win ” them 
to forsake the shamefulnees and vileness of sin 
and come to that pere and blessed life.

“ All things that are lovely,” we. as the dis
ciples of Jesus, must put on it we would effect 
such a result. Itr is not enough with any of us 
that our religion is firm, that it braves danger, 
that it blanches not before opposite n, that it 
speaks sharp words to every tempter Faying, 
•• Get thee behind me, Satan.” Is it not only 
true and constant, but is it in us lovely too ? Is 
it sour, is it austere, is it grim and frowning ? 
It has oo business to be ; it has no right to be. 
It will enkindle desire in no human bosom, ex
cept the desire to defer as long as fusible any 
fellowship with it.

Christianity, to be winning, should show in 
os a pleasant face. It should chase away all 
dtrk shadows from the countenance. It should 
smooth the frown from the brow. It should 
arch pleasantly the bow of the lips. It 
should look with gentleness out of the eye. It 
should wear often a hearty and cheerful smile. 
It should mantle the whole face with a soft and 
warm tinted light, so that every man who looks 
upon these harmonizing features should be

The Christian should be the kindest of men ; 
•o resdr lu serve aaother, so willing to wait 
himself, so open-handed, accepting disturb
ance of his plans aad convenience so graciously, 
so cheerful and ready in the small ofiicve of 
ministering to hi* neighbor's ceuifort, tkuit it 
should be a perpetual uiarvel to the lookurs on 
how lie can carry about with luui this unfailing 
spirit of practical and hearty begehccnce.

Do you Kay of course a Christian will he 
ami do all this, if he be truly what we call 
him P Ab it would seem sometimes as though 
a man had acquired something ot the substance 
of this transformed character, when he is 
thoughtless about its expression. Some minds 
confuse themselves in regard to character and 
manners, by separating and discriminating 
where there ie no room for such discrimination. 
The expresvions of character are a part of it. 
No mean part ol it, the whole practical part 
of it.

Genuine Christianity onght to ehine torth in 
all these forma ot sweetness, gentleness, con
sideration, sympathy and kindness, if it would 
chann men to its beauty and loveliness, and 
detach them from the odious reign of selfish 
ness by winning them to itself.—A. L. Slone, 
D. D.

CHRISTIAN WORK IN MEXICO.

At last after three centuries of Roman 
Catholic rule, and the horrors of the Inqui
sition, the field of Mexico is open to Protes
tant missions.

When Rev. Hem y Chauncy ltilcy left the 
city of New York for that of Mexico,- to en
gage in the work to which he had given both 
himself abd his fortune, lie glanced over a map 
of the city, a “ bird’t eye view,” and marked 
with something of dismay tho vast number of 
Roman strongholds. Christian, in his pro
gress, found the lious chained, and Mr. Riley 
found theae strongholds abandoned, il is pres
ent mission to New York is to enlist the sym
pathie* ot this strong, rich Christian Republic 
for the poor, weak, infant Republie of Mexico, 
struggling for the light and knowledge of the 
gospel ; that she may be able to use tfie aban 
doned strongholds of superstition to the build
ing up ol Zion.

In 1827, the Republican parly ot Mexico was 
formed to combat the rufti of Spain. In 1HÔ7, 
it triumphed over the Roman Church parly, 
proclaimed liberty ot worship, suppressed 
convents, and sold the properly ot these con
vents tor a public education fund. Then fol
lowed French intervention with a result wholly 
contrary to the expectation of the Church party 
An agent ot the British and Foreign Bible 
Society went to Mexico with the French Ar
my. An egent ol the American Bible Society 
had previously accompanied the American army 
there. Both agents crrciftatcd tbu Scriptures, 
the British ageut remaining there lor years. 
A Roman Catholic priest, Aguilar, read and 
was convinced ; he succeeded i \ establishing in 
Mexico a Church. Urotvstant hymns were 
translated; the people delighted to meet in 
small companies, in by-places, to pray aad to 
sing these beautiful spiritual songs ; and so 
the 44 little leaves” worked. ITien arouse 
Manuel Agua. 41 the Paul ot the Mexican 
Church,” who foi six years had preached the 
dogmas of Rome in the largest church in the 
city. Early in his conversion, he associated 
himself with Rev. Mr. Riley, and with him 
worked indelatigably give the gospel to his 
people, with such success that help to feed 
those who hungered and thirsted after right
eousness became imperative ; so that he said to 
Mr. Riley 44 You must leave me to work alone 
while you go tor help.’! The look of anguish , 
on his face as be parted from Mr. Riley, tore 
boded the sad event ot hi* death, which occur
red in a few weeks after his farewell One 
item of his work, twelve semions a wei k, indi
cates the cause ot his death, which was 
Christian, triumph, unclouded by the phantom 
of the old faith.

Many incidents shew ihow God was with these 
workers. The Governor bad nobly, bravely 
committed himself to Protestant interest* in or
dering that the largest church ot the city (va
cant and unused) should, agreeably to Mr. 
Riley’s request be thrown open to Protestant 
worship. The thousands who had heretofore 
gathered in small companies and in secret, to 
eing and to pray, flocked to its 0|h*o doors.

I he priests were amazed and enraged. They 
flooded the city with publications, antagonistic 
lying and infamous. The Protestants were too 
poor to spend their funds in publishing replies. 
At length a priest shamed by the scurrilous 
publications, publicly disclaimed such disgrace
ful weapons, declaring that argument should 
be met with argument. He even nailed to the 
door of the Protestant church a placard, chal
lenging tke Protestant ministers to public dis
cussion. The challenge was gladly accepted 
The day came. Stands had been erected on

at the rear ot lise room a v nng man whom he 
hud not seen lor a nuwjh, who now vame from 
hi' uncle with a dunatjtth of fifty dollar* for the 
repairing of the church. The young nun was 
informed of their recent disappointment ; he 
also saw the insolent note. 44 Did he send you 
that re$ ty * That man owv* my node a large 
ameunt. to be paid in lumber, 1 will see about 
thi*.” lie did see about it and to-day those 
Mexican Protestants kneel upon a floor ol 
which the Ruroauist had eaiV, “ Not a stick 
shall go 1er a 1 rotes taut church."’

A native contracted to paint the church for 
ihe smallest possible sum; tor the fund for re
pairs was so small that self denial was necessary 
to all tho friends ot the church, Thu contra» t- 
er was painting the beautiful dome; the work 
would be finished that day. A little before 
noon he fell from the highest part of the dome 
with eucli a force as to break through the floor ; 
he was picked up in a dying condition. Mr. 
Riley went to hi* poor cabin, and hoard thi* 
account ot the disaster : 44 1 had limited my
self to two umals a day that 1 might be able 
to fulfil my contract, but al last 1 was reduced 
to one meal, 1 tell you the truth; 1 had eat
en nothing that day ; it was an hour yet to din
ner ; 1 was so weak and taint for want of food 
that I became <fiizy and fell.” lie committed 
this little daughter to Mr. liiley’* care, and 
died in Inll confidence of hi* acceptance with 
Christ, having literally 44 laid down his life 
for his friends.” Verily, “ who losvth his life 
shall find it.” What is our duty to these 
(liristiao*. struggling with poverty, ignorance 
superstition, and persecution 44 for the faith 
once delivered to the saints *’P How much he 
■save ! What i* our portion ? Christian ut 
Wotk.

I LTRAMONTAN IhM.

Ultramontanism not opposed to human pro
gress ! Why, it hates our modern society 
dishonors every principle we value, wages war 
against every right we love, tramples under 
foot every name we cherish, seek* to hinder 
every work we desire to accxrtupluh, coudemns 
all freedom of thought, denounces modern 
science as atheistic; it brands us Protestants 
as heretics, tor wbo*e salvation it is a sin even 
to hope ; it anathematizes even charity Itself. 
All history has demonstrated its supremacy to 
bo incompatible with social and material pro
gress, with national liberty and security. 
Apart from its religion* error* aud corruptions, 
it has ever shown itself to be, when in the. a* 
cendency, the implacable foe of civil and reli
gious freedom and intellectual advancement. 
Priestly rule, wherever it has prevailed, ha* 
been an unmitigated mischief; it blights the 
fairest land ; it spoil* the noblest people ; it 
impoverishes the most fruitful country ; ii 
cramp* and fetter* the human intellect ; il locks 
the wheels of progress ; it stifles the spirit ol 
inquiry, of enterprise, of discovery ; it ievari 
ably induce* a torpid, stagnant, declining civi
lization ; and injures a nation socially, poiiti 
caliy, commercially, as much a* it darkens ami 
enslaves them morally and religiously. 
Wherever you find intellectual energy, com
mercial enterprise, political integrity, national 
vitality and force, you may be sure that the im
pulse proi-eeds, not from a Popish hut from a 
Protestant source. Wherever science is en
larging her domain, or knowledge augment uig 
her empire—wherever liberty find* her home,or 
justice fixe* her seal—wherever you find free, 
wise, contented, prosperous {woples, you may 
be sure that Popery, if it exists at all, is declin
ing, and that the refining and stimulating and 
elevating power of a true and simple and living 
Christianity is at work. Wherever you fled 
gpod government, wound jurisprudence, social 
amelioration, a pure literature, an enlight
ened public opinio»—wherever you find men 
moving upward to a higher platform of 
thought and action there you will find 
not the chilling and drpreswu.g influences 
of superstition arid priestcraft, but the 
truths of the Bible and the inspirations of 
an unadulterated Christian faith. The domi- 

.naot race», the foremost people* of the present 
age—the aspiring, the pushing, the progrensive 
the colonizing races—the race* that lead the 
van of the world’s onward march, that are 
dowered with the gifts and power* that mark 
tbejn out as the regnant race* ol the future,— 
these are not only Christian, but they are also 
either rares that are allied on the *ide of Erot- 
ej& int Christianity, or those nominally Catho
lic racca over which Popery has the least practi
cal influence.—Methodist Derordcr, London.

Rich.—A boy went from Ireland to America 
about two year# ago to eec-k his fortune. A 
few moaths since he found hi# Saviour, and Ix:* 
came a happy child of God. Now ho writes 
back to hia frienda, 41 1 have found a fortune.

Ah, yes, and nobody and nothing can rob 
biro of it. It ia above all the change* of time, 
and beyond the power of thieve*. Read 
Matthew vi. 19-21.


