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!we forget the injury

we have
suffered from eothere, then may we
fall down before God and pray
with the servent, “Have patience
with me."”

And it we sincerely forgive those
that treepass against us, then may
we expect the Lord's forgiveness
| of our own eine. Amen.

FIVE MINUTE SERMON

BY REV, M,
b5l

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY
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BOSSARRT

WE MUST FORGIVE

NEIGHBOR

OUR

——-—

A NOBLE CIVILIZATION

Denr brethren, St Peter once
aeked our Divine Redeemer the
question, Lord, how often must I|
forgive my neighbor who hes offended | Johp C. Re
agoeinet me ?  Perhaps seven times ? The Infinite and the finite’'meet in
And the Lord answered, Not seven : the Diviné Founder of Christianity.
times, but seventy times eeven | He ig God and man. Born in &
times, meaning, whenevar he offends } stable He is the Lord K of glory.
you, Thersupon He gave the Apos
tles the parable in today's Goepel, to
teach 3t, Peter, and us likewise, that |
we must always forgive our neighbor. |
This command is eo important for us | He dies in agony upon the Croes.
and we offend against it so often, | The Church which He founded re-
that wo should give it our (sp(}cinll peats in her person and in her work
contemolation. these Divine
(1) How | diotions. She is eealed with
“neighbor ? | marks of the power and holinees of
questi | God, yet she is the object of the
must forgive our neighbor in the | world's hatred and contempt. She
§ame mag as God forgives us.|ig the teacher of holiners and eanc
When God haa forgiven us our sine, | ity, the mother of eaints, yet there
in the Sacrament of Penance, He no | are gocandals among her children.
loager thi f them, and He treats | She is one and unchanging, yet satis
us a8 though we had never offended

fles the yearnings c
Him. Ho again gives us His grace | { 1 ¢
and assiefs us in good worke, and
is just as kind and generous towards
us e He was before we ginned. In |
exactly this manner, dear brethren, |
must we treal our neighbor who has |
offended us. We must fogive him |
and no lopger think of the offence ;
we must forgive the evil that he
has done against us, and by no means
return evil for evil. We must nof
remind him of his offence, nor tell
others about i, and not only must
we forgive the offence, but we must
do good to the offander, according to
the command of the Lord.

Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless thoee who
curse you, pray for those who elander
you! We must be kind end gener-
ous to them and even aseist them in
need. We muat treat the offender as
though he had never offended us. |
what truly may be c.\l!ed‘

most regic sufferer. Conqueror of
dentlb, He elumbers for three days in
the tomb. Eternsl and impaesible,

shall
The

aear

we forgive
angwer to this
brethren, is: we

our

o, my

e

iman heart, Her bark is ever
with the waves of human
nd paseion, ever on the point
being overwhelmed, yet ever
victoriously riding the storm. She
bida her children lift gtheir eyes
above the things of this world, yet
she is the world's great civi A
She is not of the world, she has no
mandate to foeter material greatness
or to further human progrese in
science, culture, art, but the forces of
progrees,
and of art march yoked as willing
captives to her triumphal car. The
proofs of euch a thesis are manifold.
The MiddlesAges afford one that can-
not be gaineaid.

The essence of civilization ocon-
pists in the reign of law. Social
stability, the equilibrium of the body
politio are ita results. Its standards
are not caprice, lawlessnees, passion,
They are justice, order, right.
forgiveness. If we act differently, it | Union, unity, coordination mark its
is not true thut we have forgiven, | presence.

mey we claim the reward for |
ving done so. |

of man to man, division, intellectual,
flmnrul and social, are a elep back-
ward towards ils oppoeite, savagery
The pr nece of any
quick falt. Charles Davos
‘The Key to the World's Pro

has marked out the signs by
civilization may be recognized
externals of a commonwealth or city
worthy of the name ; some degree of
political order
flciensy in i induetrial arts,
mavufactures, agriculture, building,
mining, trangportation; some pro-

love will object fto
Our sgeli-love will |
quite pr , and |
patience ; howev |
is repeated, if
nd $o persecution and slander, ‘
we muat put a stop to it. My dear |
hren, this is probably what
Peter had in mind when he |
asked, how often shall I forgive |
my neighbor who offends me ? He |
thought that by forgiving seven |
times he would do quite a great |
deed. However, the Lord said: |
Not seven times, but seventy times | mentary knowledge at least of phil-
geven times, namely as often as your | osophy, science, hisfory; a wrikten
neighbor offends you. Let ue re | literature of some sort, though not
member tha? God, in whose eye¢s | necessarily fully developed; n small
the smallest ein is a far greater evil | portion of the people differentinted
than we can see in the greatest |

offence againgat us, this almighty God {
never tires of imparting forgiveness. |
We go to confession and soon after
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ing, sculpture, mu:ic; some rudi

and leigure. Some might be inclined
to think that the learned economigt

Healer of all woee, He is fhe world's |

ntinomies or contra. |
the |

f the ever-chang- |

of civilization, of culture |

Disunion, mutual bostility |

civilization is |

zud power ; some pro- |
18

ficieney, too, in the fine arte, paint. |

as an upper class with some wealth |

of Assisl, of 9¢, Louis and the Angel
of the -<chools, we kunow that here
and there oorruption lingered even
in the monk's cell, that in the person
of John Lacklend in England, and
Philip Augustue in France unkingly
vices eat upon the throne. Even
religion was ipclined to become
gsuperstition, though the Church ever
strove to put her children on their
gunrd,

Theee ages were by no means an
nge of gold unalloyed and untainted.
But the trend of the times was in the
rvight direction. The sge was not
perfection. It wae striving towards
it. It was o rude and to some extent
an ignorant age, when compared
with the mental equipment ot our
timee. But it was an ignorancs
which longed for knowledge and
wisdom and sought for it from the
true sources. The great Sponich
scholar, James Balmes, in his “Buro-
pean Civilization' sayae that in look-

ing upon those days he finds a
siogular character stamped upon the
nations of Hurope, but he does not
| And any symptome of death or decay. |
‘ They may be, he says, ' barbarous, |
| ignore corrupt, but they eeem |
| ever to bear & voice calling them to i
{ light, to civilization, to a new life,
| and they constantly endeavor to riee |
{ from their weaknesees and to follow
| the summmons to the nobler
that flash before them.” Kings, |
nobles, men_.at-arme, burghers, |
feudal lord and vaesal, strive gener-
ously to advance in the paths of
civilization, They stumble, they
fall. But they strive to rise. Their
eyes are set towards the light. They
recognize its beame, they are neither
80 sengeless nor cowardly as wiltfully
to shut their eyes to it, or to call
light darknese, or darkness light
Their principles are correot. Their
faith is virile.

Ideals and execution seldom go
bhand in hand. They did not always
meet in the Middle ages. Even here
the remnants of barbarism struggled

né
nv,

ideals |

| with the principles of the religion of
Christ. The Crusades Were the1
result of one of the moat generous
enthusioeme that ever slirred O,hel
human heart. Not only were they |
the outcome of the very soul of]
knighthood, they were the prompt- |
| ings of the wisest policy, and an
effort, unconscious, perhaps, but
none the less genuine, towards com- |
ial and economic gself-realiza-
The conception was gplendid.
conceptions seldom come to an
entire civilization. But the execu-
| tion was marked with all the signe |
of human frailty and folly, by |
| violence and jeslousy, by petty |
| wranglings among kings and barons
who professed to be fighting for the |
| Orose, yet belied ite lessons by their |
licentious livee. {

Such

1, The age was one of intense inte!. |
lectual striving. Few ages can boasé |
| of such teachers s Roscellinus and |
| Abelard, William of Champeaux,
[ Dung  Scotus, Peter Lombard, |
i Albertus Magnue, Bonaventure, Alex-
| ander de Hales, and Thomas Aquinas.
| But the etudenta that crowded their |
| lecture rooms were too often unruly, |
turbulent, riotous and licentious. |
Noble idealism still strove with bar-
| barism and savagery. In spite of all

It civilization be the reign of law,
it was surely found when in Chrie.
tendom, under the guidance of the
Viear of Chriet, & whole world was
united in unity of & common belief
aod in the submission to the eame
central authority. Innoecent III, in
whom the Papacy rencbed its loftiest
pinnacle, pever intended nor
attempted to abeorb in his own per-
son the prerogatives of the temporal
rulers whom so often he hed to
check and condemn.
by his own grestness and by the
natural results of the reigns of his
predeceseors, Sylvester II., Gregory
VII. and Alexander Il to the lofty
eminence. But never was power
ueed for nobler ende. Never perbaps
in history wae civilization as such
geated on a flrmer basis. Never did
ite handmaid, culture, produce such
noble fruite. Innocent and his im-
mediate predecessors and followers
in the chair of Peter lnbored for a
great ideal. That ideal permented

He was litted |
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the whole life of the period, ite laws, |

its eocisl icetitutions. The sge of
Francise of Aegiei and Dominic de
Guzman, of 8t. Louie, of the." Diyina
Comedin" of Dante, the " Summa "
ot St, Thomas acd the " Journey of
the Sounl Towards God " of Bonaven-
ture, the age of chivalry and of the

“{runﬁ cathedrale and universities, of |

the gilds and the communes, of the
“chansons de geste,” of Villebar
douin end Joinville and
Boileau and Walter von der Vogel-

weide and Vincent de Beauvais snd |
Roger Bacon need not be ashamed of |
It was a great |

its mchievementes.

civilizer. The secret of that civiliz

tion it drew from the eources from |
which Thomas of Aquinas bad drawn |
the secret of his learning, the Cross. |

—_———

THE EUCHARISTIC APOSTOLATE |

The Eucharist is the bond ol unity
in the Catholic world; just as it is the
test of our Catholiciby and the mens
ure of our fervor. Our faith, hope
snd charity are guaged by our devo-
tion to thie glorious Sacrament, the

great central dogma of our religion. |
Love of the Eucharist is the magnet |

that attracts all who wish to serve

‘ God intimately, just as the absence |
of
state that our Lord wished to crush |

this love spells lukewarmnees, a

out of the svuls of men when He re-

| vealed His Henrt to Saint Margaret

Mary, and when HeReked her to go to

communionontheFirstFridayofevery |

month and as cften, besides ns obedi
ence would allow. It wae His invi
tation to her to nourish her soul
with the bread of life, being well

| aware that her example would in the

coming centuries move others to do
the same. The Eucharistic aposto

| late was being clearly outlined when

He atked her to perform thisgublime
act of union with himself in a epirit
of atonement for the coldness of
othere

Devotion to the Sacred Heart, the
symbol of our Lord's love, necessarily
lends to the altar rail.
gshare in the gentiments that fill
Heart burning with love for us on
our altars ; i§ reminds ue that

Etiénne |

It makes us |
His |

He |
deeply feels the coldneee of those |

‘ruit-a-tives I

battle turned and as we go to press

| which bae for three years victimizad ‘ ehadow over Germnny, Hungary,
Russin and cest its red. handed | Austria and Italy.—The Antidote.
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Poland and Galicia are being clearad |

| of the last remnants of the Bolehevik
army, and the victorious invaders
have been driven back in defeat and
confusion across the border.

This striking reversal of the for
]; ate responee fo prayer, reminds us of
the celebrated naval victory of the
Christiang over the Mohammedans at
Lepanto on October 7th, 1571, which [ APPLY SISTER
was the beginning of the end of |
Mohammedan Supremacy on the
Mediterranean, and practically ended |
the danger to Europe of Islam rule |
| over the Christian states. That not. |
| able triumph of Christian valor fol-
| lowed immediately after the Pope
| had commanded the faithful through-
out Europe on the First Sunday in
October to turn out in processione
supplicating God and the Blessed
Virgin fo eave Enrope and hag
always been attributed by Catholics
to the intervention of Divine Provi
dence in response fo the recitation
of the Roeary on earth and the inter-
cession of the Blessed Virgin in
Heaven,

It is true that the Mahommeds
refurned agein with a e#ill larger
fleet of ships to offer battle to th
Christians the following year, never
theless, thq victory at Lepanto
proved the turning point in the des
tinies of Europe, and let us hope
thot this decisive defeat of the Bol
| ehevik forces in their attempted
invagion of Poland will prove
death wound to Lenine and Trotsky’s
ambitions and utterly rid all Europe

|
|
|

the

of the dreadful plague of Bolshevism

tunes of War, coming 88 an immedi. |

] 2 -
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aeks too much and that scantier | whom He loves ; it forces us to atone |

fall sgain into sin, and yet God is
ever ready to forgive again, if only
we approach Him with contrition
and wish gthe purposs of amandment.
How, then, can we miserable ginners
presume to refuse pardon to our
neighbor, who, in the eyee of God, is
perhaps far bstter
But our geli-love will
to such a view, it says: While I
will forgive my mneighbor, I just
won't have anything to do with bim.

not agree

)aar brethren, would we be satisfied ’

it God should say to us : I will for |
give you, but hereafter do not expect
to be my friend! Would we not be
most unhappy ? Let us beware, |
therefore, not to propose guch a\
thing to our neighbor. We must
treat our enemies-—those who offend |
us, a8 fr eads, just as it they had not |
offended us. Oureeif-love ngain has |
another objection, it tell us: If I
stand for all insults, my enemies
will take me for a coward, and they |
will become even more abusive. |
Now herea I woald remind you that
it eomeone unjustly does us consider-
able harm, are permitted to
gecure the protection of the law, and
it is quite proper for Christians to
protect their rights and secure
justice. Itisnot permitted, however,
to let any euch injury create in
us an emity for the offender. If
required to take steps against some-
one who has injured us in any way,
we must do so without passion or
hatred, and seek only the injustice
that is due us,

There is nothing in this world,
dear brethren, by which we can
become more like our divine Saviour
than by the forgiveness of offences.
Behold Him ! His enemies , have
abused and tortur:d Him, and have
nailed Him #o the Cross, and yet
what does Hedo ? Is He ang:
the Oh, no, quite the contrary,

g on the Orosg in all
guffering He prays for His
mi more, He diss for
His enemieg, and gives His life for
those who rin sgain't Him, Let us
never forget this, but if love
the dylng Saviour canrot ird
us to forgive, let us be moved by the
threat He utters in today's Gospel :
“So aleo shall My heavenly Father
do to you if you forgive not every one
his brother from your hearts.” Yes,
it we forgive we shall ba forgiven,
but it we do not forgive, we shall
not be forgiven.

Daar brethren, whenever we pray
in the Our Father, 'Forgive us our
frespaeses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us,” let us be con
goione of what we pray for, namely
that we be forgiven on cdndition that
we forgive those who offend us. If

|
|
|
|

we

n?
while hea ng
His

enc

nay,

than we are? |

|
|
|

ab | I

attainments would render a tribe
civilized in the true sense ol the
word. But all would agree that the
presence of ruch factors as mads for
union and coherence of the general
body and thus indirectly affect the
welfare of the individual, are essen-
tial for a civilized State. When it
comes fto a matter of comparison,
and the question is to determine con-
cretely where the greatest civiliza-
tion has been found in the course of
history, that is a difficult matter.
But it can be said that in the Middle
Ages, when at their height, th
| essential element of civilization
attained its greatest perfection.

If we take a broad survey of that
epoch from the period of the First
Crusade, about the year 1100, to the
last of those glorious manifestations
of faith down to the year 1300, we
find in Europe the existence of a
great Christian republic. We see
Europe united, strongly bound to-
gether by the identity of religious
beliefs and of political maxims. It
recognized public right, a thing with-
out which civilization is impossible,
an
tian morality, thus liftiog it out of
ite ordinary plane and raising it to
nobler heights. It did more. It
knew that some’ interpreter of that
public right and morality must exist,
that the presence of the law was not
pufficient, and that it must have a
living epokesman. That interpreter
| is found and recognized in the per-

gon of the Viear of Christ, the Pope
of Rome.

The dark side of the Middle Ages
cannot be ignored It has been
painted in lurid colors by friend and

From the Bulle and enack
snte of Popes like Gregory
Alexander Iil, Imnocent III,

Honorius LV 5 who were the

glories of their periods and to whom
they owe 8o much of their progress
in the pathe of an ever-broadening
civilization, well as from the
pictures drawn from “The Romance
of the Rose,” the tragic etories
embedded the iron verse of
Dacta's ' Inferno,” from the indiot-
ments of Guyot of Proving and the
pages of Salimbane, from the popu-
lar story of every other available
record we have the full tale of its
weoaknegees. The drama of the in.
vestitures ftells ue elogquently how
the Ohurch succeeded in throwing off
the dominance of the secular power,
The constant wars which drove the
feudal lords to arme in petty and
genseless quarrels remind us that the
reign of force was not entirely
pagsed. Though the brightest of all
the centuries, the thirteentb, waa
the age of Dominic and the Poor Man

ng

in

! connécted that right with Chrie- |

\
1

| these dark lines to the piciure, the
‘ pge was undoubtedly great. In some
| thinge it has reached to heights to
lwlnch the human mind bad never
| renched before and which it has
ivm‘nly attempted to attain since. |
| With all our intellectual striving, |
‘with all the resources which the |
| modern world can command, we |
"lmve not yet seen a civilization so
| fair and true in it outlines as that |
| of the age of Dante and St. Louis, of |
| the great univergities, of the great
cathedrale, of the gilds and the com- {
munes, of Maegna Charta, of the great
| democracy of the Monastic Orders of
| Dominic and Francis, daye in which
puthority was reverenced and thel
strivings and gropings of l'hs:rty‘
were helped by the strorg hand of
the greatest civilizer, the (Zuf!mlic‘l
Church. ‘

Superior in many ways to that of |
ancient and modern times, the civili-
| zation of the Middle Ages from the
social point of view rested on the
most eolid and permanent founda-
tione. It was built upon the sscred-
ness of the family, respect for auth-
ority and personal libexty, reverence
for woman, tendernees for the in-
| digent, aged ::h_d the c.mld.
| There were tyrants in the Middle
‘[ Ag for there were Henrys in Ger
many, there was & Philip in France |
who forgo# that he had borne the |
Crosa and then behaved like a
Moglem but tyranny was

the

|
emir, !
checked by the restraints of religion. |
There dwelt a priest in Rome who |
could overawe John and Henry rmd‘
Philip with the epiritual weapons at |
his command and force them back to |
the path of duty. The Middle Ages
at their height, in the days when
Innocent 111, was Pops, knew not the
theory of autocratic rule, of un

limited authority, the Caesaristic

heresy of the omnipotence of the |
ruler and the State. Aunthority was
limited. It was a trust, in the Pops,
from God, whose representative he
wae in epiritual things, and in the
king, from God, too, who was the
protector and the guardian of the
people. In the days of Innocent IIL,
who realized the mnobleet ideals of
the Papacy, ideals which had been
dreamt of by Gregory VII. and Alex-
ander IIl,, we sce the highest epir-
itual authority in the Church, and in
the Chrietian commonwealth the
highest morel power that controls
kings and nations. We do not know
of any other civilization so perfectly
graded, with a better organized con

stitution, & mnobler hierarchy of
powere, better balanced to carry on
the great work of civilization and to
crown it with all the axts of oulture
and progress.

in some way by the fervor of our
affections

lives. Listen to the tender,

“Behold,’ he exclaimed, "My Heart

which has loved men go much that It |

has suffered everything, has given

all Ite treasures, and has made every |

effort to show Its love. In return I

| receive from the greater number of |

them only ingratitude, contempf,

irreverence, sacrilege, and coldness, |

in the Sacrament of my love.” Who

is there so devoid of U:?ﬂf‘!i‘lnl\dll:&{v

that he cannot see how the loving

Heart of Jesug feels our ingratitude?
to |

And who is so heartless as not
long to atone in some way by greafer

fidelity and fervor in His eervice ?— |

The Sentinel of the Blessed Sacra-
ment,

e ———

RED INVASION HURLED |

BACK
it

Responding to the prayer of the
Polisk millions in their deep anguieh
God has intervened to save Europe,

| for thie year at leaet, from the peril

of the red armies pouring across the
borders of Russia with the intention
of subjugating the world to the Bol-
gshevik regime. In response to the
call of their Hierarchy on August Sth
Cathbolic Poland with one accord
gtormed the meroy ceat of God to save
their armies and the nation from
utter defeat at the hands of the victor

ious Bolsheviki. A hundred thousand |

people, men, women and children,
on this particular Sunday turned
out in religious processions, reciting
litanies all over what then seemed
to be the doomed country. The
hundreds of thousands of Russian
goldiers were closing in on Warsaw
at the time, and there geemed to be
no power great enough to stop their
onward march. Trotsky, the mili-
tary dictator of the red hordes,
boasted that within a year all Europe
would be Soviet, that the dictator
ship of the Proletariat would be
everywhere triumphant.

Since then, in a epace of three
short weeks, the entire face of the
pituation has been changed. The
French rushed to the assigtance of
the Poles with arme and ammunition
in abundance, the brave but discour-
aged sons of Poland rallied their
broken ranks and with some of their
priests marching at the head of the
poldiers in their sacred vestments,
no other weapon in theix hands but
the crucifix, suddenly the tide of

and the sanctity of our |
plain- |
tive words which He uttered in one |
of His revelations to Margaret Mary, |
words which should move the hearts |
of all who have the power to feel. |
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