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LOOSE PRINCIPLES.

The Rav. Dr. Spencer, at the Bap-
tist Convention held in Toronto a few
days ago, complained of a practice
which he said prevails in  many
churches, to announce dances and
theatrical performances from the pul-
pit. He also complained that in the
social gatherings of the churches, ale
and stout are often provided for the
guests. It is quite true that social
gatherings are to be preferred where
total abstinence prevails, but it ap-
pears to us that the announcement of
profane amusements, which are fre
quently hurtful to public morais, In
the most condemnable of all these
practices, These dangerous amuse-
ments ought not, on any considera-
tion, to be officially sanctioned by an

nt in the Church, which

woald surely be desecrated by so0
doing. This i8 a natural result of the
recent tendency to substitute talks
about worldly matters for the preach-
ing of the word of God, in many Pro
testant churches. But how issuch a
procedure to be prevented where each
congregation, or even each individual
i8 the supreme judge of what is becom
ing in the House of God, as is the case
under the Baptist discipline ?

a

A DELEGATE FOR CANADA,

A telegram from Rome declares that
the Holy Father is about to issue a Bull
appointing an Apostolic Dalegate for
Canada, having duties similar to those
which have been exercised in the
United States, at first by Cardinal
Satolli, and now by Mgr. Martinelli.
The appointment of a Delegate to the
United States has proved to be a great
boon to the entire Catholic population
there, and no doubt it will be of simi-
lar benefit to Canada. From private
gources we are given to understand
that the appointment of an Apostolic
Delegate to Canada has been deter-
mined upon owing to the recommenda-
tion of Mgr. Mery del Val that the Holy
Father should have an immediate
reprecentative here. It is expected
that Mgr. del Val will be the first Apos-
tolic Delegate, and should the rumor
prove to be correct, the appointment
will give great satisfaction to the
hierarchy, the clergy and the laity, to
all of whom His Excellency gave great
satisfaction by his affability and con-
ciliatory methods. It fact, he won
golden opinions from all with whom he
had intercourse during his brief stay
here in 1897,
THE ANTICOSTI SETTLERS.

The Montreal Methodist Conference
has expressed in strong terms its con-
demnation of the Hon. J. [. Tarte, for
having stated in the House of Commons
that Fox Bay settlers on the Island of
Anticosti are wreckers of whom Mr,
Menler, the proprietor of the island, is
anxious to be rid. These people are
Methodists, and the Conference for this
reason takes their part, declaring that
they are honest settlers, and that Mr,
Tarte Insults Methodism by stigmatiz-
Ing them as wrockers who iure ships to
destruction in order to plunder them.
Several other Conferences have fol-
lowed the lead of the Montreal Confer-
oence, and demand an apology from
Mr. Tarte. The Patrie declares that
Mr, Tarte will prove his statement,
and that the Methodist Conferences
have ipjudiclously taken the side of
the settlers, and will be sorry for hav-
ing done so when the facts are dis-
slosed.

As wo understand that Mr. Menler
has very properly brought the matter
before the Courts of law we do not

wish to prejudge the case, Mr, Men-
ler is proprietor by honest purchase,
ind has done much good for the island
wud for the province by spending mil

liong for 1mprovements, but whatever

rights may belong to the
should bo respected, if they have any.
L far ag we are aware, Mr, Menier

proposes to respect those rights, and if

settlers |

8o this should be satiefactory. We
have no doubt that a just decision will
be reached in the matter by the Courts,
and Mr. Menier will be guided by it.

THE WINNIPEG CONTRO-

VERSY.

We already made some remarks on
a reply made by Archdeacon Fortin, of
the Anglican Church, Winnipez, to a
sermon delivered by the Rev, Father
Drummond of the same city.

Oar comments on the Archdeacon’s
lengthy epistle were confined chiefly
to & consideration of his attack upon
the doctrine of Papal Infallibility,
based upon the negligence of Pope
Honorius in the seventh century, who,
though himself orthodox in his teach-
ing, did not suppress a heresy with
that vigilance which should be exer-
cised by the Apostolic See.

We have here to remark that the
Archdeacon was the aggressor in the
controversy which has been going on
for some time in the columns of the
Winnipeg Tribune between himself
and Rev, Father Drummond, as he
began the attack by a sermon directed
primarily against Ritualists, in which
he tock the vpportunity to abuse also
the Catholic Church, in order to
divert attention from the dissensions
which are raging in the Auglican
Church just now, and are threatening
to break up the Establishment.

It ill becomes the clergy of a Church
which {8 torn into factions to the
extent to which Anglicanism is now
divided, to accuse the Catholic Church
of teaching error, even if the accusa-
tion were true. The Church of Eng-
land, in fact, is at the present moment
teaching every possible doctrine in
its pulpits, from extreme Latitudin-
arianism to what the Low Churchmen,
like Archdeacon Fortin, call ‘* extreme
Sacerdotalism,”

Rev, Father Drummond made an
excellent reply to the Anchdeacon, to
which we need only add that, in
attacking the confessional so bitterly,
the Archdeacon condemns an institu-
tion of his own Church, for the
Anglican Book of Common Prayer
most clearly teaches that before re
ceiving the Communion, and also on
the bed of sickness, it is advisable for
those whose consciences are seriously
burdened with sin to make their con-
fession to a ‘‘ priest " and to receive
absolution in the very form in which
absolution is given by the priests of
the Catholic Church.

In the face of such a fact, how can
the Archdeacon make the assertion that
‘* Auricular confession is not a primit-
ive nor even a moderately early prac-
tice of the Christian Church.”

He then asserts that it was intro-
duced by the Popes in the thirteenth
century. If this be so, the Archdea-
con’s Church, and all Anglican clergy,
whether High or Low, Broad or Eras-
tian, swear that they have from Christ
the power of abeolving, a power to
which they have no claim whatsoever.

Archdeacon Fortin's letter is the
most damaging to his own Church's
claims which could possibly be written.

ANOTHER HERESY TRIAL,

The Rev. Dr. B I'. Austin, formerly
Principal of Alma Methodist College for
the education of young ladles, at St.
Thomas, Oat.,, and now of Toronto,
was deposed from the ministry of the
Methodist Church for preaching heresy.
This action was taken by the Loncon
Conference at its recent meeting in
Windsor.

On the doctor's return to Toronto he
was interviewed in regard to the
reasons {for his deposition, and he de-
clared that if he had been allowed to
maintain the orthodoxy of his views as
expressed in the sermon for which he
was condemned, he would have been
sustained by nineteen-twentieths of the
members of the Conference.

The principal charge against the
doctor was that he maintained the
theorles of clairvoyance and spiritual-
ism, and even engrafted them upon
the gospel. So far from denying the
facts of the case, the doctor appeared
to glory in them when interviewed.
He states that, after careful study of
the phenomena of clairvoyance and
spiritualism, he has come to the con-
clusion that they are caused by actual
manifestations made by spirits of the
dead, or of ‘‘those who are called
doad.”

While we certainly cannot by any
means approve of supplementing the
teaching of the gospel by the so called
gpiritual manifestations of clairvoyance
and spiritualism, which are to a great
extent fraudulent, and to some extent
probably dlabolical, we cannot under-
stand on what ground the Methodist
Conference can condemn the exercige
cof private judgment in one of their
clergymen, whereas it has always been

proclaimed as the fundamental prin-
ciple of Protestantism that each indi-
vidual has the right and duty to frame
his creed for himself without subject-
ing himself to the judgment of any
Church tribunal, It was upon this
theory that Methodism was founded,
cutting itself loose from Anglicanism,
and forming a new and independent
sect, just as Aoglicanism itself had
previously done, putting aside the
authority of the Catholic Church.
Why then does the Methodist Confer-
ence now set itself up to be a
supreme arbiter of faith, thus belying
all its previous pretensions that it
gives the fullest latitude of belief to its
adherents ?

The pretence is made, indeed, that
this is necessary in order to ensure
discipline, but the inconsistency of
holding heresy trials in a Church
which proclaims complete individual
liberty is too evident to need to be ex-
patiated upon,

Other charges against the Rev,
Doctor, which the Conference declared
to be proven, were an implied denial
of the Divinity of Christ, and of the
value of the atonement, and that he
taught that the Revelations aiready
made to man by Almighty God are not
final, The additional charge, that he
denied the eternity of punishment in
hell, was declared to be not sustained.

EVIDENTLY A FICTION.

A very improbable story, originat-
ing with a correspondent of the Mon-
treal Witness at Kinnear's Mills,
Megantic Co., P. Q, appears in that
paper and some of the Toronto dailies
io the effect that the Catholle priest of
the locality had shown an extraordin-
ary anxiety to proselytize an old resid
ent named William Harvey who died
last week at the age of seventy-five
years.

It is stated that the deceased had
been visited almost daily by the Rev.
Mr. Whitelaw, Presbyterian minister,
and had given instructions regarding
his funeral, having even named the
Protestant cemetery where he was to
be buried. After this he became un-
conscious, and his wife who had hither-
to passed herself as a Protestant, but
now declared herself to be a Catholic,
called in the priest who, as the story
runs, ‘“‘in his anxiety to administer
the last rites and send Mr. Harvey out
of the world a full-fledged Roman
Catholic, rushed the ceremony through
before any of Harvey's Protestant
friends were aware of it.”

Our readers will see at once that this
sensational story bears on its face the
evidence that it is a fable. Catholic
priests never make conversions after
this fashion, and in the case in ques-
tion, the priest would not have admin-
istered the last rites of the Church to
the sick man unless he had been as-
sured that the latter, whiie conscious,
had expressed a desire to become a
Catholic. We have not the least doubt
that when all the facts are known it
will be seen that this is what really
occurred.

The story goes on to state that on the
day of the funeral, the Orangemen had
a grave dug in the Protestant ceme-
tery for the deceased man on the plea
that during life he had been ‘‘ at one
time an Orangeman.” This part of
the story makes it clear that Mr.
Harvey had long before abandoned
Orangeism, yet ten Orange lodges
turned out and took the corpse by force
to the Protestant cemetery and buried
it there.

The case is evidently one of those
instances of Orange violence and mob-
law for which that Order has been
notorious in years gone by. The
Orangemen have undoubtedly rend-
ered themselves amenable to the penal-
ties of the law by their conduct, and it
will depend upon the firmness of Mrs.
Harvey whether these penalties be
visited upon them or not, and that the
body be re-interred in the Catholic
cemetery.

History often repeats itself, and this
incident has many points of resemb-
lance with what occurred many years
ago in Hamilton at the funeral of Sir
Allan Macnab. The Orangemen on that
occasion also mustered in force, but did
not proceed to violent measures. Sir
Allan became a Catholic on his death-
bed, as was well attested by a number
of witnesses, Protestant as well as
Catholic : still an unsuccessful effort
was made to force his widow to allow
him to ba be buried in a Protestant
cemetery. Her firmness prevailed,
however, and the Orange lodges con-
tented themselves with dispersing to
their homes, and allowing the funeral
to proceed to the Catholic church and
cemetery without molestation,

The fervent and diligeut man ig pre-
pared for all things,

THE RITUALISTIC WAR.

The Rev. Dean Farrar, of Canter-
bury, about four or five years ago put
himself forward with great confidence
a8 the leader of a new and determined
crusade against the Ritualistic move:
ment in Eogland, and by his anti-
sacerdotal attitude at the time appeared
to give & new courage to the extreme
Low Church party.

In a recent interview with a journal
reporter ke takes a much more modest
stand, from which it may be inferred
that he has discovered that the task he
had set himself to perform was too
huge to make success possible, and
now he describes the situation in the
following lugubrious strain :

“The English Church is passing through
the fire of controversy and dissension, and
deep division is being produced. There is
po distinct mode of knowing where we are.
“A house divided' was never truer in its
applicaticn than when apolied to the Church
of Eogland today. A Chuarch in two sec
tions is always undesirable and productive of
harm. A Church with two such ex
treme parties as constitute the Eoglizh
Chburch at this moment is in a struggle for
life or death. God only knows whether the
Church will be permanently crippled. As
far as I can see, unless the extreme party
and by that I mean those who are practicing
a distinetly Romish ritual—relinquish their
practices, the inevitable end must be dises:
tablishment or disruption,”

Further on he declared his convic
tion that the ‘* English Prayer Book is
in all conscience liberal in its scope,
but when a certain section follows
Rome in worship, in all things except
recognition of the Pope's infallibility,
there is surely just ground for com-
plaint.”

Being asked whether in his belief
the Ritualistic movement is a distinet
Romiskh tendency, or simply a diver
gence of views regarding the scope of
the praver-book, he answered :

““Many of the extreme party have already
openly vowed for Rome in all hut the Pope’
infallibility, and make no secret that they

are striving to see the Roman and English
Churches united, To bring about such
unity, the Church of Eugland would have to
sell itself body and soul, for 1t is well known
that the Roman Church will not swerve one
millionth part of an inch., Within the
Church of Epngland, there are agencies act
ively working on behalt of Rome.”

This is very plain language, but it
shows that the Catholic Church is
strong in the conviction that it holds
the unchangeable truth of God. If she
were floundering in the mire of error,
she wouid tind it to her advantage to
escape therefrom, but her consistency
in maintaining always the same doc
trines, shows that she is persevering
in the teaching of ‘' the faith once de
livered to the saints.”

The immutability of the doctrinal
teachings of the Catholic Church, thus
attested by one of her bitterest ene-
mies, is the strongest possible evidence
that the Catholic Church teaches only
the truth as she learned it in the be-
ginning from ‘‘the Paraclete, the
Spirit of Truth.” It is the Churches
which have changed their doctrines
from time to time, and are willing to
change them again to suit the conven-
ience of the moment, and to adapt
themselves to the whims of men, that
are conscious they have never had the
whole truth. . We do not doubt that it
is the consciousness of this which has
led the Ritualists so far as to have re-
adopted all the doctrines which had
been repudiated by the Church of
England since the time of the Refor-
mation. They were aware that they
must come to the truth, as the truth
could not change to adapt itself to
them,

THE MANITOBA SCHOOL QUES-
TION.

The Brandon Sun, which is Mr. Sif-
ton’s paper, complains bitterly, in its
issue of May 26, because the Federal
Government of Canada does uot at
once hand over to the Government of
Manitoba the value of the school lands
held in trust for educational purposes
in that Province.

Thanks to the Senate of Canada, the
school funds thus held in trust, which
the Sun values at $15 000,000, have
not been frittered away, por shouid
they be frittered away by being hand-
ed over to a Government which has
hitherto not shown a disposition to
grant to the Catholics of Manitoba their
educational rights, which are still
withheld in spite of the constitution
which, as our readers are aware, guar-
antees that the Catholics should not be
deprived of their right to Separate
schools as established from the date of
the first formation of the territory into
a Province.

Our readers are well aware that the
agreement then made guaranteed to
Catholics and Protestants alike, that
whatever might occur in the future
settling of the Province, the minority
should preserve its rights to Separate
schools, It is undoubted that if in the
course of events, it had happened that
Catholics had retained their original
preponderance of population, there
would have been no effort made to de-
prive the Protestant minority of their

rights, but the case is different a8 the
majority 18 now Protestant.

At the present moment the Domin-
fon Government shows an unaccount-
able apathy in regard to Catholic
rights, but we have confidence that this
will not always be the case, nor will
this state of affairs be of long continu-
ance. In the meantime, the Dominion
Government should not put it out of its

Catholic minority. The retention of
the school lands fund intact in the
bhands of the Dominion Government
will be the most efficacious means of
bringing the Manitoba Government to
a sense of justice and the demands of
that Government for the handing over
of the school lands fund should not be
acceded to.

Catholic minority atany future time.

countered in the framing of a work

operation,
to a much greater degree if the schoo

reach. They should, therefore, be re

educational purposes.

It was to meet jast such circum
wag instituted under Confederation
especially so that the rights of minori
ties should be carefully protected
House of Commons proved to be negli

gent of their duty in this regard. 1
the House of Commons, therefore

apportionment to relieve the needs o!

Senate to see justice done, or at leas
to make it sure that the Governmen
shall not be allowed to let the power o
seeing justice done pass entirely out o
its hands.

PSEUDO-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

by the Rev. Carl Norton of New York
the purpose of which was to prove tha

and Scientific,”

possible that in this nineteenth century,

in real science, it appears that there i

ible or incomprehensible language.

in our own Lanada.

their theories into a religion, with a te
of dogmas fer which they claim un

creed, Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy.
lecture by an explanation of the atone

somewhat more in accord, or, perhaps

our notice,

tion to avoid the evil of sin.

own power to extend justice to the

I T,
from the works of God's hang
that Man himself is God,
Mr. Norton does not make 8lich

statement as this, but thege teachlng:
are undoubtedly found in My, Eddyy
writings, and inculeated by p, d-ls-
ciples. We must say, therefore, that
Christian Sclence as a

8, byt

religlong
system  teaches these doctringg
and Mr. Norton does not v

repy.
diate them. If, therefore, he shoulg

succeed in making converts i, his
faith, he will make converts ¢, thess
doctrines, which are, in reality, 5 pure
Atheism, though he seeks to pleags the
fancy of those to whom he
bimself by appearing to {ngsigt upon
the irfinite power and knowledge of

addresgeg

If the Dominion Govern-
ment should be disposed so far to yield
its right to insist on justice to Catholics
at least the Senate should intervene &s
it did before, so scandalous and suicid-
al step as that the Government ghould
deliberately put it out of its own power
to enforce the granting of justice to the

It will be remembered that when the
remedial bill was proposed by the late
Government, the chief diffizulty en-

able Separate School law under the
supervision of the Dominion Govern-
ment, arose from the want of funds
which the Government could use for
the purpose of putting the laws into
This difficulty will exist

moneys now at the disposal of the
Federal Government are put out of

tained, at least so long as full justice is
not done to the Catholic minority who
are in justice entitled to have a due
share in the public funds devoted to

stances as have arisen that the Senate

when for any reason a majority in the

through partisanship should forget its
duty when a bill comes up to make an

the Greenway Government in regard
to education, we depend upon the

Our attention has been called to a
lecture on Christian Science delivered
in Peterborough, Ont., on May 25:h,

‘** Christian Science is both Christian

It could scarcely be supposed to be

which has been marked with so numer-
ous discoveries, and has advanced so
rapidly in every department of science, | the whole creed of this fictitious Chris-
there should be found any considerable
number of people who would accept
the fanciful theories of the so called
Christian Scientists, which require us
to close our eyes to the great improve-
ments which have been made in medi-
cine down to the present time, But
however rapid the advance of the age

no limit to the number of people who
are ready to be led away to adopt the
most extravagant fads, provided these
find advocates who are able to clothe
their crude notions in a flow of plaus-

Hence it is asserted by the advocates
of Christian Science that the religion
they have invented has now thousands
of adherents in all the large cities of
the United States, and many likewise

The Christian Scieatists have made

doubting faith as if it were a revela-
tion from God, instead of being, what it
is, the mere imaginings of the fantas-
tic lady who is the author of this new

The Rev. Carl Norton begins his
ment by Christ on the cross, which is

we should say less in discord, with the
teachings of Christianity than has
been usual with the Christian Scien-
tists whose lectures have fallen under
Most of the lecturers on
this subject have maintained that sin
has no existence, and as a consequence
that Christians are under no obliga-
It is also
a favorite doctrine of these teachers
that there is no personal God distinet

God. And yet in some of hig velled
sentences we can find this dangerqyg
Atheism lurking. Thus he says that

“ God hath in no wise withdrawy Himgelf

from the mneeds of suffering humani
bowi g and " the divine Omniscigyee
alias (md. governs the universe, iy luding
man,”’ ¢
These statements are, of

course,
truths, if by God we mean a persong]

self existing, and Infinitely perfeet
Being. But when we are aware thy
the Christian Scientist does not thyg
understand God, but describes him to
be etherealized matter, or even My
himself, his teaching ceases to he the
truth as it has been revealed to us,

Knowing the teaching of Christiag
Scientists generally, we cannot help
thinking that Mr. Norton means the
same thing when hesays in his lecture,
1188 reported in the Peterborough Exam.
iner of May 26 :

‘*Christian Science teaches the
idea of universal mental causation a
tends for the contagion of health
vousness rather than the continued <prand
disease and rlerr_:u‘ity as the ouly cont

radical
§o

eiemmenis ol exisivucs. By redu
we call matter to its lowest der
especially the operation of the
find that 't is but an externalizi
human mind, ard can be governed

Thus it appears that all matter
- | nates from the mind of man, and the
human mind governs it in all its man-
y | ifestations. This universal human
- | mind, the supreme
v | things, is therefore the God of Christ
Science, and in a covert way Mr
= | Norton declares that he is at one with
f| nis brethren of the Christian Science
, | faith, We can now understand also
that when Mr. Norton, in commoun with
other Christian Scientists, declares
f) that man must pray to God so that he
may be healed from his maladies, the
meaning is that he must pray only to
t | himself. All this nonsense is not
t | worthy of serious refutation.

f| We may be told here that we are
f | not dealing fairly with Mr. Norton in
attributing to him this horrible Pan-
theism, which is merely an Atheism
veiled under a form of almost unintel-
ligible worde. But we have no desire
to attribute to him any doctrine which
he does mnot teach. If he does
not mean to suggest this teaching to
» | the minds of his hearers, we ask his
t pardon : and we are willing to give
him credit for not intending apything
of the kind if he disclaims the inten-
tion of so dolng. But we do not hesi-
, | tate to say that any persons who will
accept what Mr. Norton actually
teaches will be compelled to accept

governor of all

tian Science, and with it all the atroci-
ties of Pantheism and Atheism which
that creed inculcates. It is evident to
any reasoning being that a non-per:
sonal God is no God at all. He isa
Being which does not and cannot
exist, and there is no doubt that this
is the kind of a God in which Mrs
8| Eddy and her followers generally
make profession of belief.

Another point which strikes us &
remarkable in the doctrines of the
Christian Scientists, as explained by
Mr. Norton, is the stress he lays upon
the atonement for sin effected by
Christ. He points out that the word
atonement signifies at-one ment. It
is true that this is the etymological
source from which this word is de-
rived, and it is appropriate, for it
means that we propitiate God through
our Redeemer and become united with
t | Him, Nevertheless there is danger of
.| error in insisting too much on the
mere derivation of a word, for words
often have a meaning in their concrete
use which is not conveyed by their
mere etymology .

The atonement effected by Christ,
as Christians understand it, implies
- | that Christ took upon Himself the
punishment of our sins and suffered
, | for them in our stead, thus really re-
deeming us by His sufferings.

But Mr. Norton cannot deny that
though he himself is very guarded not
to shock Christians by too openly at-
tacking this manner of belief in the
atonement, the Christian Scientists
generally openly avow their bellef
that suffering and sin are but imag:n,
ary things, the existence of whic
ought not tc¢ be acknowledged °
Christians, and Mr, Norton hims
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