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poor man pelieved them to be his best |
friends.

Finally, at the mission given by
Father Bontemps, after many years of
neglect, they approached the Sncrw;
ments again, Divine grace moved
their hearts to repentance, they made
their peace with God, and discharging
their obligations of justice, received
forgiveness from both God and man.

>

MR. POMPOUS vs. MR. PEACEFUL.

Religious Encounter in a Street Car
Which Furnished Amusement and
Edification.

From 8t. Michael's Calendar.

The following incident is vouched
for by a friend who lately saw it hap-
pen. Nevertheless we have a faint
recollection of seeing the answers
among our old acquaintances. We
give them, however, as related :

The crowded Second street car had
just turned the corner of Jefferson. A
man took off his hat as he paseed St.
Michael's Church, whereupon a pomp-
ous fellow-passenger seelng it and de-
siring to be funny, called to his neigh-
bor in a loud voice :

« Say, Bill, bave you heard the latest
news? 'Tis awful! The bottom has
fallen out of purgatory and all the
Catholics have dropped into bell !”

“Too bad, toobad !" said the gentle-
man of the hat in a clear voice. g
pity the unfortunate Protestants under-

peath ; they must have been crushed
to atoms !”’

The novelty of the remark and the
response at once caught the ear of the
passengers, who werée now all atten-
tion to hear what might follow.

«t Ah," said Mr. Pompous, smarting
under the retort and apxious to turn
the laugh from himeelf, ** I see you are
a Catholic. You belong to that super
stittous set that ignorantly doffs their
hats to churches and crosses, that be-
lieves in what they don’t see and are in
fear of what can't hurt them, the blind
idiots! See here. Now show me the
devil and I'll give you %50 "

“ Not so fast, my friend,” said Mr
Peaceful, with a genial emile. ** Don't
condemn your neighbor without a hear-
ing! It you knew who was in the
Church your hat weuld come off for
Him also. Neither should you accuse
me of believing what I don’t see, for
you yourself believe you have brains,
although I am convinced that nobody
ever eaw them ; and as tor showing
you the devil, keep your monty, wait
a while and take my word for it, you'll
see him for nothing !”

A general titter was heard all over
the car. No one was anxious to leave;
even two old ladies with paeses for
Girard avenue concluded to keep their
geats in order to hear the result.

© Don't take me for an infidel, sir,”
said Mr. Pompous, getting quite ex
cited. ‘‘1 am a liberal Protestant,
who respects every honest man's relig-
jon. But I have no respect for idolat
ors who make little gods out of men.
There, for instance, is your Pope. The
power you attribute to him makes him
a god upon earth. You even address
him as Holy Father. Why can't you
do as we do in our Church and have no
head but the Lord God in heaven pr

* That's what puts you where you
are,” said Mr. Peaceful. *f The want
of & visible head leaves you in a heap
of error and confusion. Uon'iyou see
that no organization here below,
whether bank, railroad or other society,
can exist without a head ? The Pope
is no god with us. If he thought we
believed it, he would be the first to con-
demn it. But we believe he is a di-
vinely appointed teacher of the whole
flock, and we have good grounds for
our belief. But what's the usein giv-
ing sensible arguments to a fellow like
you? Mick Mooney'sargument on the
necessity of a head for the Church is
the best for your comprehension.
‘The Holy Scripture tells us,’ sald
Mick, * that our Saviour commanded us
to hear the Church. Now how could
we hear her except she spoke, and how
conld she speak without a head a.d a
mouth ?' "

A hearty burst of applause was the
response to this rejoinder. The con-
ductor even joined in it and Mr. Peace-
ful felt that he had the sympathy of the
audience.

But Mr. Pompous came quickly at
him with a large string of charges,
many of them apparently so serious
that 1t was feared he could not answer
them euccessfully.

¢+ T attended your services one even-
ing of late,” said he, ‘“and was hor-
rified at what I saw and heard. You
had some kind of devotion going on in
which you offered ten invocations to
the Virgin Mary for the one that was
offered to the Almighty God, and you
concluded the whole thing by a prayer
for what you suppose are souls in pur-
gatory ! You also have candles,
crosses, vestments and the Lord knows
what in your worship. You won't
allow flesh meat on Friday, though
you can eat the eggs and drink the
milk that come from the meat on Fri-
day! These and many other contra-
dictory and unscriptural practices you
cannot deny. They are proofs that

your Church cannot be the true one.’

“ Wait a bir,” sald Mr. Peaceful.
“Don't shout till you sre out of the
woods. You attended mno principal
gervice of our Church, but an evening
devotion of the rosary. The prayers
were as you described, but you should
have known that no irreverence to God
was there: for you must remember that
one Our Father is equal to more than
a thousand Hail Mary's! You don't
like purgatory, it seems. Well, you
might go farther and fare worse ; or,
as Father Tom Burke sald to the
preacher, ‘if you don’t believe in
purgatory, you can go to hell !’ You
also were dazzled at the vestments and
did not understand the use of them.

housekeeping as long as we are you
would have all these things yourselves,
for you must not forget that the older
the house and more respectable the
family, the more costly and expensive
will be the furniture ! And regarding
the meat on Friday I have this to say :
I agree that it is sometimes pretty hard
to abstain on Friday when the meat is
good and a fellow is hungry, and if I
had the making of my own religion ae
you had, I would have put meat in it
for every day of the week ; but I must
differ with you in your assertion that
drinking the milk and eating the meat
on Friday are one and the same thing.
For you know very well that although.
when a boy, you often nourished your
chubby little cheeke at your mother’s
breast, that was no reason for eating
her!"”

“ A good hit !" said a base ball play-
er, who attentively listened in a cor
ner, a sentiment which was applauded
by every one in the car.

As the car stopped at the cross

ing on Willow street a Jewish rabb!
got on board. Mr. Pompous spied him
at once and presumed he saw & friend
who would help him out. But he was
woefully disappointed, as the result
made evident.

¢ Friend Moses,” said he, ‘‘this
gentleman and myself have a dispute
about religion, each of us claiming to
have the true one. Now we three rep-
resent what can be called the three
great religious churches of the world—
the Catholic, the Protestant and the
Hebrew. Which of these in your opin-
fon is the true one ?”

“ Well,” sald Moses, ‘‘If I must
answer, I will, but I am sorry I can’t
give your side much comfort. My
belief is this : If the Saviour did not
come, I am right ; if the Saviour did
come, the Catholic is right; but whether
g did or did not coma, you are wrong:
your Church came upon earth about
fifteen hundred years too late !"”

When every shot Mr. Pompous re
ceived only drove the nail in farther
and held him up to ridicule, he resorted
to the weapons of all defeated fighters
—mud-throwing. He opened, there
fore, with a broadside of abuse and
charged the Catholic Church with all
kinds of abominations.

“‘Why, sir,” said he, ‘‘I have
known Catholics who left your Church
because of its tyranny over their con

sciences. 1 have known Sisters and
priests to leave it because celibacy and
confession were sources of corruption
and convents were sinks of iniquity.
I heard it from their own lips and I be-
lieve every word of it."”

“ No doubt you heard it,” said Mr,
Peacefu), ‘*and I sincerely pity your
ignorance for believing it. DBut who
were the Catholics whose consciences
were oppressed ? I'll tell you. They
were the people to whom the Ten Com-
mandments of God were a burden and
who lost their morals before they lost
their faith. Who were the nuns and
priests who made the vile charges?
Did they lead pure lives before they
left the Church ? No! The history of
such characters show they were un
clean birds! They were the weeds
that were pitched out of the Pope’s
garden : they were in nearly every
case lamentable victims of eitber
Panch or Judy! But (and here he
softened his volce) when their bad
conduct had made them unworthy to
live amongst us, ye were giad 1o got
them and they made first-rate Pro-
testant ministers. Beware of them,
however, for they are not after vour
souls, but they are seeking your dimes
and your dollars. They well know
that in appealing to people like you,
they have soft ground to work on, for,
as the darkey preacher well said,
¢ whar de hen scratch dar she spec to
find de bug.'"”

In spite of themselves the passengers
commenced to clap their hands and a
general shout of laughter responded to
the reference to Punch aud Judy, but
Mr. Pompous, who was now red in the
face and greatly excited, came back
with a final thrust that generally ap
peals to a prejudiced audience.

¢ Your Church is both cruel and un-
charitable,” said he, ‘‘and excludes
all from salvation except its own mem
bers. ‘Out of the Church there is no
galvation ' is an article of your creed
you strongly insist on preaching and
you can't deny it. To test it, I will
ask you a plain question and I demand
a plain answer : Do you believe that I
will go to hell ?”

¢ Not at all, not all, my friend, " said
the smiling Mr. Peaceful. ‘I believe
nothing of the kind, though St. Paul is
very strict on the necessity of faith and
our Lord commanded all men to hear
the Church.”

«t Well, then,” said Mr. Pompous,
thinking he had cornered him, ‘‘ what
will exempt me or what quality do I
possess that will save me from the fate
of all the Protestants 2’

¢« [pvineible ignorance !” said Mr.
Peaceful, stepping off the car and wav
ing good bye to his crestfallen antag-
onist.

The chuckling and laughing that
followed could be heard for many min-
utes. Those who did not fully agree
with Mr. Peaceful were delighted with
his wit and repartee and could not
help applauding him, while those who
did agree with him were enthusiastic
in their admiration, both sides candid
ly confessing that Mr. Pompous got
his just deserts for provoking a relig
fous diccussion in a public conveyance.

Mr. Pompous himself left the car at
Washington avenue, accompanied by
bis friend Bill, who was grinning il
over at his discomfiture. The con-
ductor and motorman spent most of the
day, no doubt, in recalling the argu-
ments of the two contestants and re-
hearsing them at the depot. They both
agreed, however, that the discussion
was a novel treat, and that Mr. Pomp-

Of course not. However, if you were

before he again announced any special
news from purgatory.
-

NATURAL RELIGION IS NOT
SUKFICIENT.

Lecture by Father Calmer.

‘Western Watchman, St, Louis, |
¢« Natural Religion Not Suflicient "}
was the theme ou which Father H. M. |
Calwer, S. J., preached at Su Francis
Xavier's Church, Lindell and Grand
avenues, last Sunday night.

“The principle,” eaid the speaker,
¢ unaer which the indifferentist in
maiters of religion strives to shield
himself is the *sacredners of the indi-
vidual couclusion.’ It the meaning of
the much used phrase were simply that
the individual conscience is sacred ;
that each wan's conscientious convic-
tion must be his final ultimaie staud-
ing ground, no one would have any-
thing for it but commendation and
applause. That consclence 1s and
must be paramount has never been
mainta ned with more force and clear-
ness than by Catholics.

‘‘ But, in fact, this phrase, as gener-
ally used, does not mean anything of
the kind, and as a rule the non-Cath-
olic of to-day who says that the indi-
vidual conclusion in matters of relig-
fon is sacred means only that a man
may believe as he feels like believing.
It 8 a convenient method of protesting
against being disturbed. There are a
large number of excellent people who
have the natural virtues; who
are benevolent, good neighbors, honor-
able, upright and kindly men, but
who do not want to take the trouble of
studying and investigating matters of
doctrine.

In a former lecture we distinguished
between a natural and a supernatural
raliginn. A purely natural religion
teaches truths attainable by the unaid-
ed light of reason, and admits those
truths on the grounds to'ely of the evi-
dence as presented to the individual
judgment ; but we know there are
trutbs which, even if they do not of
themselves exceed the natural percep-
tion of our rational faculty, we admit
on account of the authority of God re-
vealing : that is, our motive of belief
is supernatural. A religion which
teaches these truths is called supernat-
ural, Baaring this disrinction in
mind, the deduction ic logical, that re-
ligion in general must be either nat-
ural or supernatural. Which of these
two must we embrace ?

«As regards the exact position of the
question, I must add that a natural re-
ligion is essential to man'e moral being
and welfare, and this has been more or
less rigidly demonstrated. But that a
revelatioa is also eseential as a supple-
ment to natural religion some will not
admit,

¢ Still must it not be plain to all
practical men conversant with life and
history that, the necessity of doing
God's will being granted, it is a most
anxious and earnest question whether
that will has not in some special and
articulate way been revealed to us?
“Take the mass of religious human
ity and giving it naught but natural
religion, it will be found that instine-
tively aud inevitably it asks for more.
Such a religion by itself excites more
longings than it can satisfy, and raises
more perplexities than it can set at
rest. The natural law may supply
men with a sufficient analysis of the
worth they must attach to life it may
tell us ‘do good and shun evil,’ but
when men come practically to choose
their way, do they not find that such a
religion is of little help to them ?

' This insufliciency is borne out by
the fact that a purely natural religion,
with no organs of speech, and without
power for making its spirit articulate,
never has ruled men, and never possi-
bly can rule them.

sAgaln this practical insufficiency of
natural religion is borne witness to by
the very existence of all alleged re-
velations. For if none of these be
really the special work of God, a belief
in them is all the more a sign of a gen-
eral need in man for a revelation.

«To make it in any sense an infalli-
ble revelation, or in other words a
revelation at all to us, we need a power
to interpret the testament that shall
have an equal authority with that test
ament itself. This argument appeals
to the common sense of every thinker ;
gtill simple as this truth seems, many
have been a long time in learning it.
But at this moment, upon all sidcs of

caprice of each individual thinker as is
for instance the doctrine of eternal
punishment. And why should it not
be thus if the fundamental prineiple of
private judgment in religious marters
is correct and there is no certain or
infallible guide or teacher to lead
aright those who have been thus led
astray.

“‘There s chaos and there is no
denyiug it ; one sect holdsto one point
of doctrine and another defends as
strenuously the very opposite—nay the
same sect does not believe to-day what
their forefathers adhered to fifty years
ago. There is constant change going
on until some have no faith left save a
gencral, indefinite belief in Christ.
Hence, says one of the thinkers of Eog

land, Protestantism is at last becoming
explicitly what it always was implicit

ly, not a supernataral religion, which

which denies the supernatural.”
“ - i

THINGS A MOTHER SHOULD NOT
DO.

She shounld not forget that if she
treats her boy as a gentleman, she will
do much towards making him a gentle

man

She should not treat her boy to per

petual frowns, scoldings, and fanlt-
findings. *‘Sugar attracts more flles
than vinegar.” Love wins her boy to
& noble manhood.

She should never be so busy or hard
pressed for time that she can not listen
to him. If he lives to be a man he will
all too soon leave her. She should
make the mest of him while ghe has
him

She should encourage out-door exer-
cise or sports, and she should not for

get to train him with proper regard
for his personal appearance.

Qha chanld naver allow him to form
habits as neglecting his nails or teeth,
or carrying soiled handkerchiefs about
with him.

She should never nag him, or for
get that he is a creature of reason,
not an animal that requires to be

driven
She should mnot try to break her
boy's will, but be tnaukful that he it

manly enough to have a mind of his
own, and devote herself to training it
to the noblest uses.

She should not fail to instil in him a
distaste for all that is vulgar.—S. H.
Raview.

How it Hurts!

Rheumatism, with its sharp twi
and pains. Do you kuow the cat
in the blood has accumulated in your joints.
The cure is found in Hood’s Sarsaparilla
which neutralizes this acid. Thousands write
that they have been completely cured of
rheumatism by Hood’s Saraparilia.

‘Hoop's PILLS cure nausea, sick headache,
biliousness, indigestion. 1'rice 25 cents.

A SURE CURE FOR HEADACHE,—Bilions
headache. to which women sre more subject
than men. bacomes 8o acuts in some subjects
that they are utterly prostrated. The
stomach refuses food, and there is a con-
stant and distressing etfort to frea the stom
ach from bile which has bacome unduly
secrated there. Parmelee’s Vegetable Pills
are a speedy alterative, and in nentralizing
the effects of the intruding bile reliaves the
pressure on the nerves which cause the head
ache, Try them,

A Nervous Toronto Woman Walked

the Flocr During the Night far Hour

at a Time—She Makes a Statement.

TORONTO, ONT.—“I was troubled
with nervousness. It was impossible for
me to keep still and it the spells came
over me during the night I had to get up
and walk the floor for hours at a time.
My blood was very poor and I wassubject
to bilious attacks, My feet would swell
and I was not able to do my own house-
work., I treated with two of the best
physicians here but only received relief
for a time. I became discouraged. One
day a friend called and advised me to try
Hood’s Sarsaparilla. Ilaughed at thead-
vice but I was prevailed upon end pro-
cured one bottle. Before I used it all I
began to feel better. I took several bot-
tles and also several boxes of Hood’s Pills.
Now I can eat and drink heartily and
gleep soundly. Hood’s Sarsaparilla has
entirely cured me and also strengthened
me so that I now do all my own work.
I cheerfully recommend Hood’s Sarsapa-
rilla to all sufferers from nervousness,
weakness or general debility.” Mges. H.
F. PARM, Degrassi Street.

S

" ' iver Tlls: X
Hood’s Pills ts e T e,

us, history is teaching it to us by an
example that we can no longer mistake
it.
¢t That example is Protestant Chris-
tianity, and the condition to which,
after three hundred years, it is now
visibly bringing itself. Protestantism
is at last beginning to exhibit to us the
true result of the denial of infallibility
to a religion that professes to be super-
natural. It still adheres theoretically
to a revelation and the sacred book that
maintains it. Religion, it is true, we
shall still find in it ; but it is a religion
from which not only the supernatural
element is fast disappearing, but in
which the natural element is fast be
coming nebulous. It is indeed grow-
ing into a religion of dreams. All its
doctrines are growing vague as dreams
and like dreams their outlines are for-
ever changing, and, strange to say,
some of its preachers boast of this very
vaguencss,

¢ Kxamine this for yourselt and the
present status of Protestantism will
give you the proof of the truth of the
assertion. The divinity of Christ, the
nature of His redemption, the constitu-
tion of the Trinity, the efficacy of the
gacraments, the inspiration of the
Bible—there is not one of these essen-
tial points of doctrine, once 8o fiercely
foaght for, which are not now among
Protestants getting as vague and vary-
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M- If your digestive powers are deficient, you need something
now to create and maintain strength for the daily round

of duties:

| Take the pleasantest of Malt Beverag

!  They are PURE and WHO
| TRY THEM.

CALVEBRTIS
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JORN LABTTS ALE

AND POGTER

ESOME and will do you good.

For sale by all Wine and Liquor Merchants.
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‘ cARBOLIC BELLEVILLE

OINTMENT

Is unequalled as a remedy for ( hafed Skin,
Piles, Scalds, Cuts, Sore Eves, Cunpped
Hands, Chilblains, Earache, Neuralgic and
| Rheumatie Pains, Throat Colds Ringworm,
and Skin Allments generally.

Large Pots, 11} each, at Chemlsts, ete.,
with instructions.

INustrated Pamphlet of Calvert's Carbolie
Preparations sent post free on application.

Pyny-Pectoral

® COUGHS AND COLDS

Very valuable Remedy in all
affections of the

® THROAT or LUNGS
P Large Bottles, 25¢.
DAVIS & LAWRENCE CO,, Rimited
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[HE O'KEEFE BREWERY COMPANY
OF TORONTO (Limited).
SPECIALTIES — High Class b nglish
Bavarian Hopped Ales, XXX Porter and
Stout, Pilsener Lager of World Wide
Reputation.
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Rindiller

THERE IS NC KIND OF PAIN OR
ACHE, INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL,
THAT PAIM-KILLER WILL NOT RE-
LIEVE.

LOOK OUT FOR IMITATIONS AND SUB-
STITUTES. THE GENUINE BOTTLE
BEARS THE NAME,

PERRY DAVIS & S8ON.
sataT eI

London, Ont
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JOHN FERGUSON & SONS,
180 King Street,
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Open Night and Day.
Talephone—Honse 373 1 Factory MR

E a E : No “onev M l\.\'—"“: "'? .A-;) BOKER'S BEST --/ﬂ

red.

BUSINESS
COLLEGE

Students have a larger earning power who
acquire the following lines of preparation
nnder our ¢ficient rystem of training. It
hsaa no superior "

1. Book keeplog.

Kstablisned
1889

4. Telegraphing -~ Com-

Z.Shorthand mercla! & Rallway
3, Typewriting, w Civil Service Options
Students may commence Telegranhing on
the st of each month, and the other de~

partmentis at any time,

J. FRITH JEFFERS, M, A.
Address: Belleville, Ont, PRINCIPAL,

Ontario Business College

Established 50 years; most widely attend.
ed in America; years under preseot Prin-
cipals, who are authors and publishers of
Canada's Standard Business Books, namely,
*“The Canadian Accountant,” * Joint Btock
Bonk-keeping ” and  ‘*Notes and Bills’
Affiliated with the Institute of Chartered
Accountants. For 9 Ca'alogue address

ROBINSON & JOHNSQN, F.C. A,
BELLEVILLE, - ONTARIO.

FOREST CITY
Business ana Shorthand
COLLEGE LONDON, ONT.

A high grade Business and shorthand
School. Catalogue free,

J. W, WESTERVELT,
Principal,

WINTER TERM Opens Jan. 3, 1899
CE "\l;?\‘? L\l 4 74

AU Ll DIA

W. J. EL1

Principal

THE BEST JOB
nvariably goes to the one with besi Brain—
one who has education — speeinl training.
Whv not qualify for one of vvl“ 'Ilr.l "p;lu::‘-a
going? You have the chance. The
TN ) QL [ n N J
CENTRAL BUSINESS COLLEGE, TORONT®,

ens the door t ceess for mauy young
men and women each yea It offers 'prnnA
dio equipment. thorough worlk, a strong staff
and good resnlts,  You may enter at any
time. Write for prospee!ns

Address W. H. SHAW, Principal.

- WORTHERNY 17
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ST. JEROME'S COLLEGE,
BERLIN, ONT.

Complete Classioal, Philosophieal and
Commercial Conrses, Shorthand
and Typewriting.
| For further particulars apply to—

REV, THEO, SPETZ, President,

ASSUMPTION + COLLEGE,

SANDWICH, ONT.

']‘HP‘. STUDIES EMBRACE THE CLASS.
| 1CAL and Commercial Courses. Terms,
ineluding all ordinary expenses, 315 per ans

num. FKFor tull particulars apply to
REv. D, CusuiNg, C.8.B.
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CONCORDIA VINEYARDS
SANDWICH, ONT.

ALTAR WINE A SPECIALTY,

Our Altar Wine is extensively used and
recommended by the Clergy, and our Claret
will compare favorably with the best ime
ported Bordeann.

For prices and information address

ERNEST GIRARDOT & CO;

SANDWICH. ONT.

o FAVORABLY RAOWK SINGCE 52‘ i
HAVE FURNISKED 35.000 1041V, -
\ (. UREH, SchooL & OTHER | [CUREL
8 6 MENEELY & CO. | ¢ Wi/vi*
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GHURGH BELLS £33%

PUREST BELL METAL (COPPER AND TIN)
Send for Price and Catalognue
deSHANE BELL KOUNDRY, BALTIMORE, MW,
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