. ) The
armers Ndvocate

e s AN} HNome Magazine.

Vor. XXXIX.

EDITORIAL.
The Fairs.

The summer is slipping away, and the season
of the fall fairs will soon be here. While it is
possible to give too much time to fairs, to the
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neglect of seasonable work upon the farm, attend-
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; tend to the
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sons why every farmer should ald the local fair
to the best of his ability, and seek to make it a

success.

The Single-judge System.

The old adage, ‘“ In the multitude of councellors
there is safety,”” is being sadly discredited in
these times. The large committee in any organ-
ization is now considered cumbersome, contributing
to loquacity and retarding the despatch of busi-
ness. Even the time-honored principle of major-
ity-rule ‘is fast losing its claim to infallibility, if
not, indeed, to respect, who will assert that
the majority is always or even generally right ?
Time was whenjy in the judging of live stock at
the fairs, it was considered unsafe to trust the
work to fewer than three men, and at the more
pretentious shows for the most important classes
a jury of five was sometimes provided, in order
that, by the combined wisdom of the majority,
even-handed justice and absolutely-correct awards
might be more certainly dispensed. But experi-
ence proved that diffigulties, delays and abuses
abounded about in proportion to the increased
number of the awarding committee. Later, the
dual-judge system was generally adopted, and still
has its advocates in some who consider 1t safer
to have consultation and a comparison of judg-
ment. It is freely admitted that the hench of
an improvement on that of three, if a
referee is provided, which, of course, makes ex-
penses for three, but in working it out in practice
it has been found that, too often, protracted con-
sultation ends in compromise, and the conv:ction
on the part of at least one, if not both, that the
placing has not been the most consist2nt possible;
while the time occupied in the discussion and
settlement of differences often delays the proceed-
ings and deranges the programme of the show.
Even where two men have the courage to disagree,
which is rarely, the finding of an acceptable
referee causes delay, and in the end, as he is not
allowed to consult with the others, his decision
is that of a single judge. It is not easy to find
even one good judge of any given breed who is
willing to act, acceptable to exhibitors, and dis-

for

two is

interested, and, as a matter of course, it is more
difficult to find two such, and still more difficult
is now the custom
to pay at least the expenses of judges, the single-
handed system is much less costly to the fair
association. A competent judge can hardly re-
gard it as a compliment to be bracketed with an-
other, as it seems to imply a want of confidence,
either in his ability or his honesty, to place an-
other with him to act as a check on him. Those
who have officiated singly are, we believe, almost
invariably better satisfied with their work than
when they have acted with another, and more
ready to defend it if necessary. And the ex-
hibitors fare quite as well, oh the whole, at the
hands of one as of two judges. At the Toronto
Exhibition last year, two full days were occupied
in placing the awards in one breed, and
three days in the case of another breed, while a
single judge did the placing in two breeds in one
day, finishing early in the afternoon, and giving
(quite as good satisfaction to exhibitors. It is
true, the entries and sections were somewhat more

to find three. And since it

numerous in the former classes, but, all the same,
the delays in deciding were intolerably tedious.
And yet the Toronto Exhibition is about the only
show of any importance in Canada at which the
breeders ask for more than one judge. The
port of the late Winnipeg Show reveals, in g class
where two officiated, evidence of the evil of com-
promise. It is an antiquated idea, and ghquld be

re-
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Even conservative old England has
regard, the Royal Agri-
Smithfield Club having

abandoned.
gone ahead of us in this
cultural Society and the
adopted the single-judge system, with this im-
provement in the case of the former show, where,
for the economy of time and to avoid overworking
the judge, the larger classes are divided, one judge
being appointed to place the males and another
to rate the females. The best principle is to
select one competent judge of good character, to
trust him fully, and hold him responsible for his
work. He will then feel that he is put upon his
mettle, and will be most careful to guard his
reputation, since he has no one on whom to shift
the blame for any mistakes that may be made.

The Crop Outlook.

Over the greater portion of Eastern Canada
harvest is well advanced, and the character of the
unripe crop is fairly well ascertained. With the
continuance of favorable weather until the end of
the season, the returns from the year's operations
may be considered highly satisfactory. With the
exception of wheat and corn, the field crops may
be pronounced good. The hay has been all har-
vested, and is considered unusually heavy, al-
though there is not as much clover in it as is
desirable.

Fall wheat, which is now being harvested, was
badly winter-killed in most districts, and in many
places rusted. Care will have to be taken to
secure good seed, as there is not much fit in many
neighborhoods. The spring crops of barley, oats
and mixed grains are invariably good. Over the
greater part of Ontario where dairying and the
growing of such crops as corn, roots, sugar beets,
beans and tobacco is followed, the condition of
the grain crops is most encouraging. This is
one of the strong features of mixed farm-
ing, not simply the returns from a given crop or
operation must be considered, but the effect upon
succeeding crops of such operation or cropping.
In the sugar-beet districts, the Dbeneficial effects
following the cultivation of the beet crop are
everywhere evident. In this the sugar-beet people
see the chief strength of their cause, for not only
do the beets return a good profit, but the land is
cleared of weeds and fitted in the best possible
condition for the following crop.

Corn is, unfortunately, a poor crop all over,
largely owing to the lack of vitality in the seed,
and partly to the rather backward weather in the
spring.  Occasionally one finds a good field, and
the explanation invariably is that the owners, act-
ing upon careful observation and published infor-
mation, carefully selected their seed and dried it
last fall. This year’s experience will emphasize
the importance of seed selection upon the minds
of all corn-growers, but the lesson has been dearly
bought.

In the bean and tobacco growing districts, the
prospects of good crops are exceedingly bright,
and a big crop means much to the farmers of the
south-westerly counties of Ontario, where fields of
beans from ten to fifty acres in extent are grown,
and where it is no unusual sight to see ten-acre
fields of the green ‘' leaf.’’

In the fruit sections of Ontario, high, firm
prices in a great measure compensate for a com-
paratively light crop ; while in some of the mari-
time districts a big crop, particularly of apples, is
expected. The severe winter, however, has left a
deep imprint in the orchards, plums, pears,
peaches and apples of the King, Baldwin and
other varjeties now showipg their dead and dy-
ing brapnches. Mare ljbpral cultivation, pruning
and spraying would help theee orchards to soon




