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THE FARM.
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Patriotism and Production’ .
Inditor *‘The Farmer's Advocate”

You ask in what direction can I safely aim to
increase the production of my farm, and second,
how can labor and methods be best economized
to profit. I would answer, that there are several
ways in which many farmers could turn their
attention with considerable profit without
materially increasing their own labor. I heartily
agree with the present agitation for increased
production for two reasons, one i8 that the
farmer owes that duty to himself and the other
is that he owes it to his country, but 1 am not
in line with the idea that the farmer should work
harder because the average farmer is working too
hard now. Further, there is a danger that what
has been heralded from one end of this country
to the other during the past several years, (Viz.
more stock and better stock, which is nro doubt the
foundation upon which greater grain production
must be laid) may get a serious setback. 'The
danger now is a general call being made for more
crain (and stock  commanding  good  prices),
that farmers will market their stock and turn
their pasture fields into cultivation in order to
have more grain to sell. This would in my
ypinion be a short-sighted policy. In the first
place the help is not yet in sight to enable the
farmer to crop larcer areas and in the second
place there is too little stock kept now to Kkeep
the farms productive, leaving aside altogether the
meat supply which is gradually growing less.

I would say that the delegates that have this
important work in hand should take the platform,
not to tell the farmer to till more land or to
work harder, but should be prepared to show the
farmer how he can by more thorough methods,
materially increase the production on the areas
that he now tills which in many cases can be
accomplished with less labor than is now used.
[F'or instance, it has been proven both in
individual and co-operative experiments that seed
thoroughly cleaned will produce a large amount
more grain than seed only cleaned through a mill
once or perhaps not at all. This can be done
now before the farmer gets busy and if through
that alone, five bushels of oats per acre increase
may be secured, which should be reasonably ex-
pected, there would be no less than 5,398,918
bushels increasc in oats in the Trovince of
Ontario, and a similar increase could be counted
for in all the other grains.

Then thorough cultivation of the soil, making
a fine mellow bed for that clean, plump seed,
would insure still further increase. In very
many instances, many farmers would lessen their
labor and increase their production by cleaning
away unnecessary fences making small fields larger
where they could work three or four-horse imple-
ments to advantage, thereby doing away with
the time of one teamster.

Another very small matter to the individual
farmer, and one which amounts to a very large
mattier when totalled up, is petting harness re
paired, harrows sharpened, and all other farm
machinery ready for work hefore seed time com
mences. How many farmers you see going to the
shop to get some repairs when they should bhe
voing to the field to work! The old saving,
“The early bird catches the worm,” applies to
the hustler in the spring time as much as it does
to the bird. In short, the f f

lar-sceing  farmer
takes advantage of the slack scason in winter, to
draw home his tile, gravel, etc., etc., and to
draw out the manure so that he will he able to
do the largest amount of labor during the rtush
season in a comparatively short time, and it is
all important to et all farmers
the same lines.

The man that can be persuaded to give  his
sheep better care during the winter will produc

moving along

more wool and to shear thein unwashed before
they taste grass in the spring. will secure nuch
more wool than the other man wlich would total
me to two mlillion pounds increas: in o the
Province annually. Tersuade the man to  hreed

zood quality beef animals and to finish
fifteen to twenty months old and the annual re
turns will increase by inillion: Persuade  the
dairyman to discard hig poor cows and to lihe
ally feed the good ones, and millions of dollars
worth of milk, cream, butter and cheese will he
the increase. I might go on alone similar lines
but your valuable space will not permit |
think T, should touch one other matter, viz. thut
ywar city and town authoritics should do some
thing to compel getting some returns ot ol the
subdivided and vacant lofts in and adiacent  to
their corporation. A1l such land should Hhe pro
lucing and this n\igh' bhe accomplished bv taxing
anyv that was kept standing idle at double  tin
.n'mum of that which was cultivated aud croppd
Another plan would he to allow anvone tiat had
charity b
vecetables, ote One thine LU v

them ot

roceived from  the corporati

nlot  for
reat  deal
done to increase production wy
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ally increasing labor and the best of it all is
that while the farmer is doing a noble thing for
his country he is at the same time improving his
own condition.
Middlesex :Co., Ont.

More Seed to Increase Production.
Ioditor ~“The Farmer's Advocate’ :

(Canadian farmers are asked upon all sides for
an increased production from their holdings.
Valuable suggestions as to how such is to be
carried out are not given freely, simply because
people not holding land in person really are not
often in a position to suggest any solution that
in the main would be easily understood and acted
upon. IFor the last few years, and especially
recently, vast improvements have taken place on
a large percentage of Ontario f made
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farms,
through and backed up by enhanced prices for all
products from the land. Still there undouhtedly
remains plenty of room for adding to and in-
creasing these improvements say at least twenty
five per cent.

To endeavor to increase production of
a rush planting of fall wheat took place last fall.
A considerable area of this increased acreage did
not go into a very good seed bed. 'The winter
so far has not been severe, vet many fields of
wheat were under ice fourteen to twenty-one days
ago, and all that ice did not go with the slight
thaw, consequently it may be reasonable to ex-
pect winter-killihg of wheat already. Should this
be found to be the case, the writer sugges:s to
all farmers who may have winter-killed wheat, to
resow on same either barley or oats, and to do
the sowing by hand and then thoroughly harrow
and roll lightly afterwards. IFarmers as a rule
are frightened tc use the harrow This 13 a
great mistake; where one plant is lost, at least
five will recover by this operation. The reseed
ing to stop loss must be done promptly or not
at all

wheat.

With regard to barley and oats, spring after
spring goes by, and the same quantity of sced 1s
sown per acre, although the fertility of the soil
is decreasing. Ten years
spring grain in Ontario, has left one impression
only, and that is, farmers sow enough seed, that
given every climatic help from sowing time to
harvest, may produce a fair crop But unfortun-
ately, spring weather in Ontario is
adverse to spring grain than otherwise
sequently I am suggesting an increase of seed
grain per acre for both barley and oats and we
may add spring wheat, of not lpss than half a
bushel per acre. And as in the ten years I have
not seen a single field of spring-sown grain too
thick in plant, if farmers would think over
their failures from spring grain, the conclusion
must rest with then, that had they not been so
sparing with their seed grain, some of the loss,
if not all, would have been saved.

Thiis deficiency in plant, in spring grain leads
up to far greater losses than a bad yield ol grain,
Weeds have an excellent chance given them when
the grain plant is thin In the majority of in
stances where a really 1ull or good plant ol grain
exists, hardly a weed is to he found when  the
reaper does its work, every
at the hottom as at the top Increascd produce
tion, often means simply the difference hetween a

close  observance  of

more  often

(Con-

sheafl Iping as clean

good crop and a bad one, and I will not bhelieve
one really practical farmer can be found in the
whole of  Ontario bhut who will admit that a
really good crop of grain is harvested ot less
expense than o bhad crop can he In thousands

of cases the increasy in plant likely to e ohtained

from an increase of would  offset

over and over again the slightly increased cost
Haldimand Co., Ont J0S TTTCHMARSTH

seed per acre

A Saving on Whiffletrees.

Iditor ““The IParmer's Advocate’

Flaving had considerable experience 1 plougrh
g with three, four and five-horse teams, T vere
ture to give found

others g suggestion we have

very useful. When one has three or more horses
in a team on a plough and plough strikes an imn
movahle object, he it a tree root or a stone, one
of four things must happen The plough jumps
out, the horses stop, the plough hreaks, or the
whilletrees, other connections break.
When  either  of  the first two happens no
serious results occur, hut if either of the latter
two results it may mean anvwhere from one

hour to two davs lost tine To avoid this we

!\Ll rness or

use o weak connection between whitlletrees  and
plough Two or three (according to lengih of
hiteh  desired) malleahle chain belting 1|[11\S an
swer  admirably,  and if one  should hreak  In
striking ohstruction o fresh one is put on in o
minute’s time \ few should be carvied in case
of need We tind o T7 link rieght strongth 'for
four or five horse and o comewhat weaker link
for  thre horses Since iISing these we have
never hroken o whiftletreg roplonch, bf alwaves
find links give first
Ont (¢ Ont | R\
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How to Make the Best of Farmjp
Iiditor ““The Iarmer's Advocate'’

In January 21st issue, I noticed an
for articles from farmers to aid other
making a bigger year of 1915, w
supply of farm help available. Iyrmerg sh
utilize every winter day morne fully thap ggld
have done in the past. Iiveryone cuts wogoq wﬁy
has it-to cut, and advice to lay in g year’o
supply is almost needless, but what about th'f
line fence that caused you to run last Bumm(
through a ficld of oats with twenty or mo(rar
cattle clearing out in a hurry. It costs, j ‘
rails on the sleigh where it is easy lmldiné at:]l:j]
place them along whene they can be q\,lickl'
placed in the fence in April weather. Ule&nseeii
grain and select potatoes now. It wijll 8ave time
when planting time comes as well as improve the
quality. Haul out manure where it 18 kept in
an overshoot and where level fields need it
but often fields that are hilly are sadly Deglecmd
owing to the desire to put it out hence level
ficlds get it all. Implements and harness requires
to be repaired fully for constant work. In short
do all possible in the old slack season and Wha{
has been the rush season will then be quite
[fleasant indeed.

g

&PPea)
farmerg j,

i th the meagre

Of course, wide implements with niore energetic
horses are a boon to the man who is short of
farm laborers, bhut as eighty per cent. of our
farmers can scarcely obtain them  of all kinds ang
of greatest capacity I do not feel I should give
this point the fimportance I otherwise would, yet
we all have a certain number of old standbys and
I might mention to attach a drag harrow behingd
a roller saves one man and at lecast one horse
Also to cultivate or disc a field three times three
to four inches deep will be better than giving it
four cuts, one and one-half or two inches and it
will be one day quicker on a ten-acre field.

In haying, I prefer a side-delivery rake ags it

rakes and tedds it, saving time, besides putting
less dust in it, and sunely in harvest an eight-
foot binder with four horses is ideal. Thirty

acres in a large field would be small indeed by
sun-down and if our hired friend falls behind
some twenty acres at the end of the gseason as
he may if the crop is large and the binder runs
well, why haul what is down in first, if the
weather js dry and the last fiecld very ripe as is
often the case. It will thresh out well, save
labor and one-quarter more can be mowed in a
barn 1 have seen seventy acres hauled in at
once in that manner, it needs two pitching (op
and then it is fully as speedy as out of shocks.

Sometimes threshing twice, once in harvest or
stacking before filling the barn extremely high
also saves labor.

In the fall, T would prefer to use four horses
on a scventeen-tooth cultivator doing a field
twice When all is  done then plough. 1
fields are absolutely free of stones, stumps, etc.,
why I should say four horses again and a two-
furrowed plough. I prefer a single one though
as I think better work can be done and quality
right here is in the end a labor-saver, as two
harrowings on a straight, deep-ploughed field
icave a hetter seed-hed than three cuts on a field
poorly ploughed. Then if some is left unploughed
till spring, if the field is fairly clean give it two
more deep cultivatings, and sow. It will save
time and may give good results, especially if 1t
15 dandy loam and it is a dry season.

[ would sayv despite great profits in dairying
to keep less cows and produce more heef. Let
several calves do as nature would have them and
see thenr tip the scales at nine hundred pounds

at twelve months, It would mean less butter,
it more of what our kakhi-clad boys need to
Help them storm the heights in the months to

come and less labhor on the farm. We should keep
more sheep and fewer howrs as they need less care
at all times, cspeciallyv in the summer and mo™
mutton is wanted as it is one of the first meats
given to our sick and wounded in the hospital®

[f possiblie, have water pumped by power into

house and bharn and have all gates sixteen feet
wide at least I bhelieve T spent six hours last
summer making myv wayv with wide hnplement-‘
through (ates Barns and houses should be

closer together, the difference hetween one hundred

vards and two hundred vards (gome ure yet
farther) will make a half a mile in four trips and
vet eight or twelve trips are often made in a day
which would mean one-half hour’s travel in the
latter case.

What hired help we have we should encourage

Most of us have heen there and did not the fact

that we knew we were pleasing cause us to do
more, do it hetter, and keep physically fit e :(hp
whole vear round?  We should read some hoo i

¢ humorous

preferably of a helpful tyvpe and a fe
care an‘d

ones read after work will tend to banish

o £ A . S 19
worry from our minds and one who worries
nhout three-quarters of a man the next dav. he
i : ; . i
We <hould not be over enthusiastic over (q
Ay r R . arters.
crv for inervased production from h"ﬂ'{‘l”‘”t‘thp
We should run our own business. When 10
nast far & 2 o, A +he Govern:
past. farmers have asked anvthing of the U

4 3 189,
mert  they have heen none to ready to help M8
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