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Years agone, as I am told,

(Ah! the years, they fade, they fade!)

In this room so quaint and old

Betty, crowned with locks of gold,

Studied, sang and played.

Is she guileless now as then ?

(Ah! the years, they fade, they fade,

And I searce can guide my pen!)

I8 her heart as pure as when

She was called my little maid ?

See! she stands beside my chair !

(Ah! the years, they fade, they fade !)

Was I dreaming? She stood there !

Look! she vanished down the stairs—

Still my little maid !

Ab, my eyes grow old, grow old,

And the years, they fade, they fade !

Betty with the crown of gold

Is a woman, T am told, -

Nevermore my little maid.
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T sometimes think my owl is gifted with the
faculty of mind reading. A fow evenings
since, 1 was cogitating upon the fortunes of
my friend Wilkins and his spouse, when
chancing to glance over my shoulder, the fea-
thers, eyes, and even the bill of that sage bird
seemed contorted with demoniac laughter ; but
at once he assumed an attitnde of profound
and melancholy meditation, | am inclined to
the beliefthat oldage crecps upon him, he grows
cynieal and crabbed, as men sometimes do,—
that the pleasant features of life are as dis-
tasteful to him as are the rays of my lamp, or
the blinding glare of the noonday sun, I was
thinking of my friend Wilkins and Mrs, Wil-
kins, nec Muflins. When | first became ac-
quainted with Miss Muflins, now Mrs. Wilkins
she was the meekest eyed and mildest manner-

“The previous numbers were entitled, It was Christ-
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INI Muflin in the family. Her voice was thin [
and al, and her hair was thin and carroty

her chest was thin as her voice, and innocent

of *adventitious aids,” and her conversation |
wasalso thin and unattractive,  You have seen

her ? No doubt :—she is often abroad.  Wil- |
Kins was a man of tolerable parts, no cabbage |
head by any means, though he was u vegetable |
gavdner, and owned a place that it would be
hard to beat, a few miles from tow n.  Wilkins
was eminently practical in his ideas,—every
potato he dug from the ground had its cash
valne—and the destiny of that eash was the
bank —with interest in prospect. It need not
be said that Wilkins prospered and that con-
sequently  peace  smiled upon the Wilkins
mansion.  But Satan snaked his way into
paradis

ond one of his emmissaries invaded
the Wilkins domicile in the form of an wlster
coat ! It is not necessary for me to say that
the wearer of that ulster was innocent of any
participation in the destruction of the Wilkins'
peice, for it is well-known that in the days of
which I write, those garments were only worn
by bank clerks, half-fledged lawyers, and kind-
red inanities.  But Mrs, Wilkins saw an ani-
mated ulster on one of her visits to the city,
(this was many years ago) and being some-
what outrc in her tastes, she insisted upon
Wilkins providing himself with one of the |
garments at once.  Wilkins, though a gold- |
worshipper, was very deferential to the wishes |
of his wife, so without demur, the order

was left with Snip & Scissors, and (singularly |
enough) in due time the Zarment was sent
home. A few days after, Wilkins ensconsed
himself in his nlster, and with a load of pota-
toes and turnips proceeded to market.  Alas |
for the vanity of human wishes | Alys for the

uncertainties by which we are all environed ! |
Had Wilkins been a fresh arrival from the

moon, he could not have been met by his ac-

quaintances with stonier stares, He saw his

neighbors’ potatoes and turnips rapidly trans-

forming themselves iuto legal tender, while

he was never approachied by a customer, At

last he was accosted by an ulster in this wise,

* Ah demme, were yon at old Lager's party
last night 7" and another ulster, adjusting its

eye-glass remarked, *“Hi, old boy, Boosy's

| reached, he strapped the ulster on
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champagne was rather too much for you wasn't
it? Didn't expect to see you out to-day, By-
by, you'll get seasoned after « time."  Now
this was all Greek to my friend Wilkins, but it
rung in his ears, with slight vari wtions, till near
sunset, when, perplexed, wrathful and upset
generally, he started for home without having
made a single sale.  On his way, he reflected!

he cogitated ! and at last he came to the cop-

clusion that that ulster was the parent of all
|

his woe.  When the Wilkins mansion was

Dobbin in
place of his accustomed blanket, strode into
tha house, kicked over the ¢ wdle, and demand-
ed supper in the tones of 4 § entor,

The home of the Wilkinses is sadly changed,
My owl, who has been dozin, opens his eyes
and gives o confirmatory and  exultant
“h-0-0-")  Mrs. Wilkins' voice is still as thin
as her hair, but its shrillness js agonizing and
its acidity is unparalelled except by her temper,
—Wilkins is morose and moody—he smokes
pipes, and sometimes, when he comes home
from town, his intellect scems clouded, and
expressions fall from his lips which are not
tolerated in polite society. I have suggested
that, being & man of considerable influence
among his neighbors, he should Jjoin the Re-
form Club,, but 1 hardly think my reavers
wonld be edified by his reply.
Now, ye who gather wisdom by Toren light,
mark the
MORAL,
Be sparing when Yyou give advice !
Ere you take it, consider twice !
OF a badd job, the test of wit
Is to wke the best of it ;
Wige ! b wifely as you can !
Hnusband ! always be a man !
S.
-
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M. Hucit DAvipson's new building, on
Prince Wi, Street, i internally and exter-
nally, one of the finest in the ity. The front
is one of tne very few in which fancy bricks
have been artistically arcanged, and ‘the de-
sign reflects groat credit on the architects,
Messrs, MeKean & Fairweather, The Do-
minion Government haye rented the building
for Custom House, Inland Revenue and Pub-
lic Works Departments.
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