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nient by insurance companies makes good the pro
perty I -s to the community, for proiicrty burned 
is value destroyed, all that the companies do is to 
distribute the loss. The loss by fire in the United 
State's in a normal year is $173,000,000 or $2 per 
head of the population. In the six European coun
tries from which statistics had lieen obtained the 
per capita loss was 33c. annually. The greater 
part <>f the enormous loss by the San Francisco 
fire was due to the large number of frame build
ings and the prevailing faulty construction of 
other buildings.

should ever lie allowed to enter into the discussion 
of a budding code. In conclusion Mr Smith sug
gested that the right man in any city to take up 
the active work of securing the adoption of a pro
per building code is the chief of the fire depart
ment, who has ready access to the mayor, city 
attorney, aldermen or council men, whose fitness to 
understand the subject is apparent, and who would 
be supported in his advocacy of the work by his 
brother chiefs in other cities. The lighting of fire 
is his life work, the prevention of fire should hr 
his life study.

Unfortunately, however, wr are under the im
pression that there arc a great many chiefs who 
are incapable of preparing such a rode, but their 
advice and assistance ought to be invaluable.

Insignificant causes, said Mr. Smith, may bring 
di-.otr in losses, and not infrequently entire dc- 
struction to a city or town. A writer on fire pro
tection, lias said that there never was a fire, which 

p i iod could not have been extinguished 
by .1 cup of water. 1 he s|ieaker strongly 
niend.d the Building Code recently prepared by 
the .National Board of hire Underwriters, 
complete and orderly publication, lie contended 
that completeness is of the first importance in such 

Every subject must he covered for if any 
are < vrlookcd the code will fall short 
mg for safe structures. Next 
orderly arrangement of the subject 
budding code should open with a statement of 
preliminary requirements, such as to filing plans 
and statements, permits, definition of terms, qual
ity 1 t materials, and then proceed as nearly as 
possible in the order in which buildings arc erect
ed excavations, foundations, walls, roofs, chim
neys, lines, partitions, floor areas, wood lieams, 
girder- and columns, stairways and entrances, sky
light-. heating apparatus, elevators and enclosures, 
fire appliances, fire csca|>es, fire-proof doors and 
shutter-, fire-proof buildings, iron and steel con
struct 11, strength of floors, strength of materials, 
a cat I buildings, public buildings, theatres and 
place- ,.f assembly, fire limits, frame buildings, 
administration of the code, appeals, violations and 
penalties, unsafe buildings and legal procedure. 
A . dc to lie complete must necessarily tie lengthy 
and should be clear, direct and comprehensible. 
The rok of life to firemen in buildings of the fu
ture mil, observed Mr. Smith, be greatly lessened 
and • icir work in such buildings more effectual, 
if adequate building laws arc enacted 
ad' Mi n of a building rode in a city where prac- 
t ' ly no building regulations exist, or the suh- 
sti's;' n of a modern and complete building code 
f"r .111 ' Id and inadequate one, is not a radical 
me.i
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eotn- CANADIAN BANK CLEARINGS.

The following table shows the clearings of the 
Canadian banks, for Stptembcr and for the first 
nine months of this year compared, with the cor
responding periods in 1905. As will be seen the 
table shows an increase this year of 11.0 p.c. for 
the month, and of 17.02 p.c. for the nine months :
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SEPTEMBER.

Clearings at:
Montreal................
Toronto...................
Winnipeg...............
Ottawa..............
Vancouver............
Quebec...................
Halifax................
Hamilton................
St- John..................
London...................
Victoria................
Calgary................

1,05.
$107,763,385

R5.7('>.777
48.7.13.390
11,117.377
8.556,648

7,001,400
7.450/143
5.807.51x4
4.40-U33
4.013.448
3.474,553

I90G.
. .$120,000,000 

. .. 84,004,1411
• • • • 44,557.440
.. .. 10.774.333
.. .. 11,010,701
• • • • 7.346,747
.. .. 7.444.0I1'
.. .. 6,301,943
.. .. 5,228,1487
.. .. 4.343,106

■ •• 3.874.997
.. .. 4,183,(04

$274.275.817Total Canada.............................$304,547.374

•Not included in total.

NINE MONTHS-
I ne.

1906.
.............$1.104.526.917
.............. 854.8119,1471)
...........  347.437.455

.................. 45,614,018
.... 89,230,549
.. .. «1,454 740
■ • ■ ■ 67.437.773

............  55.434.877
.............  43.943.147

. . .. 42,019,433
.............. 31,380,852
............... 19.1124.8014

Clearings at:
Montreal.............
Torotiic.................
Winnipeg.. .. . 
Ottawa.. .. .. 
Vancouver.. ..
Quebec.................
Halifax................
Hamilton.. .. .
St. John.............
London................
Victoria...............
Calgary................

1905.
$936.865,535
753.942,295
231.14.1.132

87.330.709
62,2(14.737
63.UA530
O4.975A1R
48.600,503
38.319.706
3O.572.519
27,348,002

15 3
13 4

The 41 7
95

43 3
5 4
3-8

13 6

re in the sense that it proposes a doctrine or 
prii :.le of making radical reform in local Gov
ernment by overturning and changing recognized 
and rvfpted policies and methods. It does not 
demand the services of a reformer in politics who 
advisates extreme measures, indeed, such a person 
would do more harm than good. No politics

«4 7 
14 9 
«4 7

Total.. . ...............$2.778.179.540 $2.370.565,376 17 4

•N it included in total.
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