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ment by insurance companies makes good the pro-
perty 1oss to the community, for property burned
is value destroyed, all that the companies do 1s to
distribute the loss. The loss by fire in the United
States i a normal year is $173,000000 or $2 per
head of the population. In the six European coun-
tries from which statistics had been obtained the
per capita loss was 33c. annually. The greater
part of the enormous loss by the San Francisco
fire wos due to the large number of frame build-

nd the prevailing  faulty construction of
ther buildings.

Insignificant causes, said Mr. Smith, may bring
i losses, and not infrequently entire de-
Vtoa aty or town. A writer on fire pro-
is said that there never was a fire, which
period could not have been extinguished
poot water. The speaker strongly com-
mended the Building Code recently prepared by
the National Board of Fire Underwriters, as a
complete and orderly publication. Ie contended
it completeness is of the first importance in such
Every subject must be covered for if any
are cverlooked the code will fall short in provid-
§ tfe structures, Next in mmportance 1s an
v arrangement of the subject matter. A
bulding code should open with a statement of
prelminary requirements, such as to filing plans
! tements, permits, definition of terms, qual-
ity ot materials, and then proceed as nearly as
m the order in which buildings are erect-
ed oxeavations, foundations, walls, ro »fs, chim-
nevs, fues, partitions, floor areas, wood beams,

girde nd columns, stairways and entrances, sky-

' heating apparatus, elevators and enclosures,
liances, fire escapes, fire-proof doors and

firc-proof buildings, iron and steel con-
. strength of floors, strength of materials,
t buildings, public buildings, theatres and
P ol assembly, fire limits, frame buildings,
tration of the code, appeals, violations and

unsafe buildings and legal procedure.
A code to be complete must necessarily be lengthy
and uld be clear, direct and comprehensible.
The vk of life to firemen in buildings of the fu-
re will, observed Mr. Smith, be greatly lessened
and their work in such buildings more effectual,
dequate building  laws are enacted I'he

=

adoptinoof a building code in a city where prac-
no building regulations exist, or the sub-
n of a modern and complete building code
old and inadequate one, 1s not a radical
measire in the sense that 1t proposes a doctrine or
vle of making radical reform in local Gov-
crment by overturning and changing recognized
md ccepted policies and methods. It does not
demand the services of a reformer in politics who
advicates extreme measures, indeed, such a person
would do more harm than good. No politics
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should ever be allowed to enter into the discussion
of a building code. In conclusion Mr Smith sug-
gested that the right man in any city to take up
the active work of securing the adoption of a pro-
per building code is the chief of the fire depart-
ment, who has ready access to the mayor, aty
attorney, aldermen or councilmen, whose fitness to
understand the subject is apparent, and who would
be supported in his advocacy of the work by his
brother chiefs in other cities. The fighting of fire
1s his life work, the prevention of fire should be
his life study.

Unfortunately, however, we are under the im-
pression that there are a great many chiefs who
are incapable of preparing such a code, but their
advice and assistance ought to be invaluable.

e

CANADIAN BANK CLEARINGS.

The following table shows the clearings of the
Canadian banks, for Stptember and for the first
mine months of this year compared, with the cor-
responding periods in 1905, As will be seen the
table shows an increase this year of 11.0 pc. for
the month, and of 17.02 pe for the nine months:

SEPTEMBER.

Clearings at: 1900,
Montreal. . .$120,000,000
Toronto. . .. 84,004,120
Winnipeg.. .. .. .. oo o0 o 42,557,440
10,774,333
11,010,701

1,112,377
8,550,108

Ottawa. .
Vancouver. .

Quebetiv o ox 53 orw vw o0 HIDTEY 7,00),400
Hahfax. . vo ww nw el be o Te344:900 7:430,043
Hamilton.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6,301,023 5.807,504
Bt Johtt.o co so erimn v vy 0e  §,200G07 1,492,133
l.ondon. . 1,323,100 1.013.448
Victoria. . 3.874.007 3,472,533
Calgary.. 1,183,000 B aimy

Total Canada.. ..$304,527.374 $274.275817
*Not included in total.

NINE MONTHS.

Inc.
Clearings at: 1006, 1005. p-c.
Montreal, . S1,104.520,017 036,863,315 15.3
Toronto. . . 854,800,070 753,042,205 13 4
Winnipeg. . . . 327,437 231,143,132 423
Ottawa. . 05,014,018 87,330.700 ).5
Vancouver. . 80,230,540 62,204.737 43.3
DUEDeC. s v v wiv e 00,454.7 40 63,100,530 5.2
Halifax. 67,437,773 04,075,048 3.8
Hamilton, . 55.234.877 48,000,503 13.6
St. John 43,043,147 38,310,700 14.7
London, 42,010,433 14.9
Victoria. . 31,380,852 14.7
Calgary.. 10,024,800 .,
Total.. .. .. .. ..$2778170,540 $2,370,303.370 17.2
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