448

panies should not be allowed to put in a defence at
the same sitting where the evidence which has as-
sumed all the apprarances of a prosecution is given,
for, whether intentional or not, the inquiry has taken
on the nature and appearance of a prosecution.
Companies that have reasonable and sound ex-
planations of facts which may, at first sight, appear
damaging should not be compelled to keep silence
and suffer from an unjust and unconsidered judg-
ment form=d by people who have betore them only
one-half the evidence.”

The above are sound words, they express the
views of all right-minded persons and are incom-
parably more worthy of the Press than the flippant
efforts at sensationalism which have been based on
some of the partial cvidence adduced before the
Royal Commission.

Our contention is the most reasonable, that, the
evidence given should not sent
mixed up with a descriptive reporter’s personal com-

be out 1n scraps,
ments of a sp'cy nature, but should be published
This 1s the

usual procedure in the case of Royal Commissions

along with the Commissions’ report

in England and 1s especially the desirable course
when to asrive at an intelligent, as well as just de-
cision it 1s essential that the whole evidence be care-
fully considered

that a British
actuary of h'gh reputation ought to be engaged to
advise the Commissioners and keep the examination
from

155ues

We must reiterate our conviction

wand ring into extraneous and irrelevant

The Government must realize that it 1s more
deeply concerned in this inquiry than was thought
before the investigation began. Upon the succes-
sive Governments of this Dominion rests the grave

responsibility for the defective legislation to which
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Let light be shed upon a business so es« ntial 1o
the public well being but, let its rays be s lirected
that they will cover and reveal the whole tuation

with thoroughness, impartiality and com;/leteness,
and which will exhibit the true condition
so as to be readily comprehensible.

The thorough accomplishment of this v rk pe.
cessitates its being done und:r the dircction « { thege
in whose expert knowledge, ability and sound judg.
ment the public have entire confidence.

affairs
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CANADIAN RAILWAYS,

CANADA IN FRONT RANK FOR EXTENT OF R\ILWAYS:
GROWTH OF CONSTRUCTION SINCE 183 M-
BER OF COMPANIES, PAID-UP CAPITAL, EARNINGS,
WORKING EXPENSES, PASSENGERS AND I'REIGHT
TRAFFIC, LIBFRAL SUBSIDIES BY THE CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT, OTHER OUTLAYS TO DEVELOP RAIL-
WAYS, GOVERNMENT LINES, NATIONAL TRANS.
CONTINENTAL, ELECTRIC RAILWAYS; POPULATION
OF PROVINCES AND LENGTH OF LOCAL RAILWAYS
COMPARED, SPLENDID EQUIPMENT OF THE DOMIN-
ION IN RAILWAYS AND ADVANTAGES OF RAILWAYS

TO CANADA IN DEVELOPING STEEL RAIL AND
OTHER INDUSTRIES,

In regard to transportation facilities Canada o
cupies probably the lead'ng position among:t the
nations. Certainly her chain of vast lakes of un-

{ paralled magnitude, her consols of uncqualled

length, and the River St. Lawrence which give drect
navigable water connection between the great North

west and the Atlantic ocean form together 1 water
way of magnificent capacity which outrivals the
course of any other navigable inland waters: In
re-pect to rallway accommodation Canada als
| stands in the front rank, not so mark-dly 15 10
her facilities for water transportation, but <till her

15 directly attributable any irregularities that may |

bhave cccursed in the adm'mistration of life insurance !

business in this country. The Government should
widen the personnel of the Royal Commission and
so add to its efficiency and claims upon public con-
fidence

To the cperations of the life insurance companies
the Canadian people owe an inestimable debt of
gratitude for services which have done a great work
in promoting that social independence which is a
proud feature in the economic conditions of this
country.

To obstruct the extension, to depress the develop-
ment of life insurance in this country would inflict
serious injury upon the people of Cunada.

We must repeat that it is a very serious, we are
tempted to say culpable, matter to take any action
that will tend to disparage or in any way injurious-
ly affect the cred't of strong financial institutions,
or minimize the great work, the beneficent werk
which life insurance companes are doing in the best
interests of the whole community.

railways in proportion to population and trid - com
pare very favourably with those of any othe: coun
try. The following table shows the progrssve
develcpment of railway construction in Canada
since the first rail was laid 7o years ago:

Miles in ' Miles in Miles in
Year, operation, Year ope ation. Year G ration
I1B83.0000 o soee oo Rl 2189 Iss7 121N
16 1865 2,240 I %91 2184

54 168 2.270 In2 | X8

06 I%69 2524 191 1562

159 1870 2617 Ixos 1270

5 205 1=72 2,99 197 16550

183 .00000 c0eee  BO6 1873 2832 1S i N7
1884 00000 000e. 764 1875 4 R0t 19 7.260
NS o0 o 0neee.  BIT Ix76 6218 J9on 17087
R8T coeseaseer L1404 ISR 6,26 19601 1=.140
[ P 1880 7194 14 a4l
1860..0000c0ee 2,065 1883 95677 190 w1

Of this mileage the Canadian Pacific Riilway
comprised 8.208 miles (5005 owned ana 320 leas-
ed), the Grand Trunk, 3.113 miles. the Interc | nial,
1.448, including the Windsor Branch. the ¢ anada
Atlantic,. 458 miles, and Canadian Northern 18%
miles,

The number of steam railways in oper:ton in
Canada at c'ose of June 1905, was 194, but /> con-
trol of the lines is vected in Q1 companies, « sclud-

ing the Government railways.




