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Let light he shed upon a business so e- itial to 
the public well being hut, let its rays be s. 11 rec'ed 
that they will cover and reveal the whole nation 
with thoroughness, impartiality and ccnip’oteresj, 
and wh'ch will exhibit the true condition affairs 
so as to be readily comprehensible.

The thorough accomplishment of this w rk ne. 
cessitates its being done und r the direct ion f tir» 
in wli sc cx[K'rt knowledge, ability and sound judg­
ment the publ’c have entire confidence.

panics should not be alloweel to put in a defence at 
the same sitting where the evidence which has as­
sumed all the appearances of a prosecution is given, 
for, whether intentional or not, the inquiry has taken 
on the nature and appearance of a prosecution. 
Companies that have reasonable and sound ex­
planations of facts which may, at first sight, appear 
damaging -Imuld not he compelled to keep silence 
and suffer from an unjust and unconsidered judg­
ment fo-m <1 by people who have lietorc them only 
one-half the evidence."

CANADIAN RAILWAYS

CANADA IN FRONT RANK FOR EXTENT OF RAILWAYS; 
GROWTH OF CONSTRUCTION SINCE 183- , ,iU«- 

HER OF COMPANIES, PAID-UP CAPITAL. EARNINGS, 
WORKING EXPENSES, PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT 
TRAFFIC, LIBERAL SUBSIDIES BY THE CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT, OTHER OUTLAYS TO DEVELOP RAIL­
WAYS GOVERNMENT LINES, NATIONAL TRANS­

CONTINENTAL, ELECTRIC RAILWAYS ; POPULATION 
OF PROVINCES AND LENGTH OF LOCAL RAILWAYS 
COMPARED, SPLENDID EQUIPMENT OF THE DOMIN­
ION IN RAILWAYS AND ADVANTAGES OF RAILWAYS 
TO CANADA IN DEVELOPING STEEL RAIL AND 
OTHER INDUSTRIES.

The above are sound words, they express the 
views of all right-minded persons and arc incom­
parably tin re worthy of the Press than the flippant 
efforts at sensationalism which have lieen based on 
some of the partial evidence adduced lx-fore the 
Royal Commission.

Our contention is the most reasonable, that, the 
evidence given should not lie sent out 111 scraps, 
mixed up with a descriptive reporter’s personal 
meats of a sp'cy nature, but should lie published 
along with the Commissions’ rcjxirt. This is the 
usual procedure 111 the rase of Royal Commissions 
in England and is especially the desirable course 
when to a-rve at an intelligent, as well as ju-t de­
cision it is essential that the whole evidence be care­
fully ci nsidvr, d

We must reiterate our conviction that a British 
actuary of h'gh reputation ought to lie engaged to 
advise the Commissioners and keep the examination 
from wand ring into extraneous and irrelevant 
issues. The Government must realize that it is more

com-

In regard to transportation facilities Canada oc­
cupies probably the laid'ng position among.t the 
nations. Certainly her chain of vast lakes of un- 
parai led magnitude, her consols of unequalled 
length, and the River St. Lawrence which gn< d red 
navigable water connection between the great North­
west and the Atlantic ocean form together .1 water

. . , , . . , .11. way of magnificent capacity which outrivals the
deeply concerned in this inquiry than was thought • . Li 1 1 , 1. ' • . , ,, , course of anv other navigable inland waters. Inbefore the investigation lx g.111 Upon the surces- ‘ , , , ,, I re-ix-ct to railway accommodation Canada alsosivc Ce virements of this I) minion rests tlie grave , . - , ,, , , , . , • . I stands in the front rank, not so mark illy s as in
resp nsihility for the defective legislation to which j,cr facilities for water transportation, but -till her 
is directly attributable any irregularities that may | railways in proportion to population and tr d ■ coin- 
have rccur-rd 111 the administration of life insurance pare very favourably with those of any othc < un-

try. The following table shows the pr gr ss’ve 
development of railway construction in Canada 
since the first rail w as laid 70 years ago :
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business in this country. 1 lie Government should 
widen the personnel of the Royal Commission and 
so add to its efficiency and claims upon public con-
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To the op-rations of the life insurance companies 

the Canadian jx-ople owe an inestimable debt of 
gratitude for services which have done a great work 
in promoting that social independence which is a 
proud feature in the economic conditions of this 
country.

To obstruct the extension, to depress the develop­
ment of life insurance in tins country would inflict 
serious injury upon the people of Canada.

XVe must rrpe.it that it is a very serious, wo are 
tempted to say culpable matter to tak any action 
that will tend to di-parage or in any way injurious­
ly affect the c-ed't of strong financial institutions, 

the great work, the tx-nrficent work 
which life insurance companies are doing in the best 
interests of the whole community.
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Of this mileage the Canadian Pacific Railway 
comprised 8 208 miles (5.00s owned ami 3 leas­
ed), the Grand Trunk, 3 113 miles the Intro V mal. 
t .448. including the Windsor Branch, th ■ • anada 
Atlantic, 458 miles, and Canadian Northern 1.880 
ni'lrs.

The number of steam railways in oper o onm 
Canada at c'osr of June 11)05, was t<)4. but • con- 
irol of the linos is v t-d in 91 companies, . \clud- 
ing the Government railways.
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