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INSURANCE OF DRUGS AND CHEMICALS,

The Committee of the New York Fire Insurance |

Exchange, after conference with the drug section
of the Board of Trade, sent the following letter to
the special committee of the drug trade i—

“We ask your assistance in devising some plan for se-
gregating those dangerous chemicals which not only may
be lable to explosive effects, but which in combination
with comparatively harmless organic substances, such as
sugar, flour, sawdust. or such chemicals as sulphur, tur-
pentine, ete., would cause serious explosions, llke that in

the case of the Tarrant building, which lately destroyed
hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of property and

resulted In the death of unsuspecting citizens who were

compelled to work for a livelihood amid dangers of which
they were necessarily ignorant. In this instance the ex-

plosion was caused, probably, by a combination of potas-
sium chlorate with sulphur, but it may have been one of a
dozen combinations possible and common to miscellaneous
chemicals stored in Juxtaposition. The average chemist
who understands the chemical reaction of mixing sulphuric
or nitric acld with turpentine will yet complacently ob-
serve their juxtaposition in a warehouse where a hroken
carboy, or a leaking barrel, might bring about an mextin-
guishable fire. He also knows that chlorine, browine or
fodine would have a similar effect. In the same maunsr
the combinations of potassium or sodium nitrates or chlor-
ates with sulphur, charcoal. etc., may result in the eaplo-
slve properties of gunpowder, of which they are the Ia-
gredients. He Is apt to regard such reactions as incidents
of no greater significance than the change of colour on hia
litmus test paper in contact with an acid, It §s our bellef
that many chemicals which, properly handied, are com-
paratively safe may be insured at low rates !f secured from
dangerous combinations with other substances. 1t |s sap
posed that the great conflagration fn this city of 18456 wue
oaused by the combination of saltpetre with the carbon of
charred bags or burned merchandise and sulplin An
inch-and-a-quarter-hose stream, with an in'tia' pressare

at the nozzle of eighty pounds to the square inch. would be
a disturbing element in a room wLlled with miscellancous
chemicals, and bring about inextinguishable combinations

of chemicals supposed o be properly separated. We need
not suggest to you what would be the effect of phosphorus

deprived of its water covering and distributed over other
merchandise,

You ought to know better than we how to insure safe
conditions in our warehouses which shall secure for you
low rates on improved conditions and conserva the sgfety
of the property and lives of our fellow-citizens and we con-
fidently rely on your support and co-operation,

The form of policy drafted by the warehouse committee
tollows: —

Druas aAxp Cuemicars, Foru B,

Add 35 cents to base rate of warehouse.

On drugs and chemicals, the property of the assured, or
held by said assured in trust or on commission. or sold but

| not delivered, while contained in.................. sassenss

This policy does not cover, attach or apply to any of the
following: —

Acl-hl;. 'I:‘.Ih:-r-. gymhh.

S Cxplosives, ermangansae t
i, Kerosene, Prussiate,
Ammonia, Kreosote, Oxnlate,
Arsenie, Naval stores, Red precipitate,
Asafetida, Nitro benzole, Kosin,
Asphaltum, Paris green, Saltpetre,
Bitumen, Perfumery, sudl chlorate,
Bleaching l-om\v-r. Petroleum, Soda nitrate,
Boune, black, ivory black Phosphorus, Sugar of lead,

and lamp black, Piteh, Toluol,
Brimstone l-ul;-hun. Polsons, l‘urpmlu,
Carbon bisulphine, Potash— \ord!
Caleium carbide, Chlorate, Zin+d ul
Collodion, Chloride, Xylol,

This policy shall not attach, apply to or cover any mer-

| chandise insured more specifically or more generally than

this policy covers,

Other insurance permitted without notice until required.
Attached to and forming part of Poliey No.............. v
Insurance Co."
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