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-ram because the stock of ammunition in
_ the magazine as small.—[ cannot admit, be-
cause réforms are ditficult, and the case looks
des e, that nothing ought to be attempted.
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CHURCH REFORN.
By the Rev. .I__é RyYLE, B. A.

CHar. n.

CONVOCATION.

The second subject I propose to take up, in
considering church reform, is convocation. e
nhiec&a a very difficult one, because of the ex-
treme dpinions men hLold about it. On the one
hand, many regard convocation as the noblest
institution of the day,~the panacea for the
charch's diseases, the concentrated essence of
the church’s wi:dom. On the other hand, many
think convocation a mischief and a misfoi tune,
and regard its proc-edings with unmixed dislike
or unmitigated contempt. Between these con-
flicting parties I cannot speak of convocation
without giving offence. Nevertheless, | have.not
up my pen in o:der to please mau, and I
not shrink from speaking my mind.

Before entering on the special subject of this
paper, 1 venture to make one small request to all
eyangelical churchmen. My request is simply
this,—that they will not lightly turn away from
the great subject of church reform, but will con-

* it gravely, and look it calmly in the face.
excellent friends tell me that all attempts
ate church reform are movements begin-
at the wrong end, and that no alterations or
nts are of the slightest u e unless we
ival of dovnright evangelical religion

put the Chérch of England. :

el me that it 1s mere waste of time to

f church reforms, and that it is too la't%o
mpt them,—that the poor o'd house ig#too
0 and shaky to r cand any repairs,—and that

ry effort to ' strengthen wh:t remains”
the who'e fabric to the ground.
i6 of these things move me. I have heard

uch remarks in my time, and am getting
to mind them. I cannot admit, because
révival is the first and chief thing need-
pothing else is needed in the Church of
land. You might as well say that the garri-
gon of a fortification should not try to mend the

policy which is often most suc-

is e true secret of doing anything great
in this world. .
Let. the truth be plainly spoken, even though it
offence. Most English churchmen, and
cially Evangelical churchmen. are rather too
lond of leaving everything alone outside their
rishes, and r tou content to sit under
: vhu,hnd <trees nursing their own
work. It is almost impossible to arouse
them to look at anything which affects
whole church, and the common
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' that its recent revival was regarded by many
| wise men with dgep dissatisfaction, as an enor-
| mous mistake,—that it is now assembled for a
| few days every year, and talks over fdertain
 ecclesiastical subjects, — that its debates are often
eminently unwige, unpraciical, and unsatisfac-
tory.~that it has no power whatever to legislate’
on any subject without express license from the
Crown,~—that its decisions are nult and void and
useless without the| consent of the Crown and
Parliament, —that it looks to an outside spe ctator
not_bmg .belteg than an ecclesiastical debating
society, in which certain well-known names are

perpe'.lnu_ coming to the fore, and of which
the proce®dings are never rendehy one man in a
know about convocation! I doubt, in fact,
whether most people know as much. This is the
body about which | wish 1o make spme mggu-
tiops. If it is allowed to meet and talk and de-
bate in this nineteenth century, I submit that it
re?mres & most sweeping reform.

u bandling this subject I shall not weary my
readers by any historical account of convocation.

I shall not waste time on its ori pedigree, or
genealogy. 1 shall leave ;lonenlﬁ—’.wryo

it did not do, at the Reformation, undeér the

say nothing about the quarréls betwee
Upper and Lower Houses of Uanterbury convo~

contentions, and all the circumst W
to its suppression for more tha tary, are
not worth raking up, We have as little to
with these matters now as withe long-b
matchlocks, and culvering in the days of ‘
loaders and rifled cannon. We fely leav
them to antiquarians. Suffice it to say
the general impression that it is an institutio
which has often done much harm. to the Cku

But we may safely leave its an
bygones be bygones.” The p subject a
which alone [ wish my readers to 1 is, " Coy
vocation as it i3” at the present day. It :
before us, galvanized into an unhappy vits
If it is to be allowed to conmtinue, it ought to
thoroughly reformed. ' Wta
Now the defects of * convocation as it is” are
very serious, deep-rooted, and great.” They an
three in number. I will state them in order.
(1) In the first place, “ convocation as 8"
consists of two distinct bodiegy—one ,
the southern province, and one the noi
one called the Convocation of Otlw
the other the Convocation of York.

O
-

of these two convocations is. not har

The decisions at which they arrive are not iden~
tical. Th~ subjects wbigl.by they discuss ,;f*’t"g
necessarily the same. Neither Canterbury nor
e e ey ot B
of England, t an

to'de se "ll‘bel'n 1 arrar 18 of th

are n-t the same. InYork the bisho

ther
A t'o 118’

n

+ speak on ta
pet ties. We must
t we n minis-
sndom. and that we know
he whole body uf the Church
h& The clouds are thickening
1t is coming when no man can
Jefore the storm bursts on the English
ent let if we cannot pat it in
ing nt most freely that
church” may lead to
and even disrup-
po- rather see her die
poldly, in & manly effoit to purge away
see her sink slowly into the grave
! f evils which she bad not
age to mm not to put away.
ptto for the times is this, ‘‘ He that hath no

- his garment and buy one.”
1 to say that, next to a reform of
~ system, we want ¢ sweeping

vocatio aﬂn abstract, of course, there
Da' objection. Common sense
J i Episcopal Church like ours
withont one. Sucha
tobave an Assembly, meeting every
‘of the Bishops o n’nm iocese,
church elected to

The objects and pur-

) ly are self-evident. Con-
tation, discuseion, deliberation,

opinions upon the many subjects

t mode of extending the in-
ige are matters which might be most usefully

There apparently to be no insuperable
difficulty in forming such an assembly, and its
formation m&hfuﬂy help and strengthen the
Church of nd. Bat, unhappily, such an
assem is not the subject I am at present
ng in this paper. I am not dealing with
tion in the abstract, bnt “ convocation’as
itis.” I want toexamine * convocation as it is,”
to pol;nt out its defects, and to suggest “re-

Now of my readers, I sugpect, know little
ct”en less, about * convocation as it is.
t there is a kind of t‘gett.y clerical Parliament
by that name,~that in Canterburyit con-
aists of an Upper and a Lower House,—that some
of its members are elecfed afresh whenever a
new House of Commons is elected,—that in most
dioceses the bulk of the clergy take no part
whatever in the election of its members,—that

J
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24 are proctors for the
only 42 are tors for the y

men bers an ' representatives of capitular boc
to ;2 representatives of the parochial cle
Such a state of things is u-pﬁ

posterous, and contrary to common sense.

g l:epr;ugtcg thle w;:olo southern
urch of England, passes

It reminds one%f those three fl:I’nou
Tooley Street, who, in the plenitude of self-
faction, put forth an address,

without thinkiug of the words of Cicero,—
“ Miror, quod haruspex m’um sine risu conspicere

(3) In the last place, "‘convocation s it ia”
makes no p: ovision for the

alone is destructive of u-l','
might do. Whether we like it or not, the days
are past for exclusively clerical 2
Whether this be according to ancient

or not, signifies nothing To talk of pre

well try to stop an express train with co

as stop the public will with nts. We may
depend on it, the English clergy will never again
be allowed to legislate for the whole church, and
to arrange matters, either of doctrine, or cere-
monial. or practice, alone and by themselves,
Of course bishops and presbyters may meet to-
gether and talk as much as the{‘l:leuq but they
will never be allowed to legislate or dictate
alone The laity will never again submit to shut
their eyes and open their mouths and swallow
complacently anything that the clergy may think
fit to give them. And the laity are quite right!
They are “the church” as mucl as the cl s
They have (me as much atstake'in the ¢ '8
welfare. Th-y

telligent, as well informed, as spiritually-minded,
as able to discern * things that differ” in religion,
as any clergyman. The words of the judicious
Hooker are worth remembering: “Till it be
prove‘('lll ;ha:;ome 8 ciall law tif Chtlili:t hath for
ever exed unto the clergy alone wer to
make ecclesiastical laws, we are to hold it a thiog
mo-t consonant with equity and reason, that no

eccl cal laws be in a Christian com-

monWweXith, without consent as well of the laity

as of ergy.” (Hoorer, Book viii, chap. 6.)

The simple fact that the lay roo%le have at pre-
n t

sent neither voice nor place e English con-

g:)nn“to uusuited to the age, and behind the
Such are the three great defects of * convoca-

tion ag it is” Are remediable? I believe
certainly that they are. Is it worth while to

it slept from the dngs of Queen Anne till the
days of Archbishop Sumner a most useful sleep,

attempt their reform? This is a very grave

thousaod, this is about all that most people | the

it was intended to do, what it did do, lnd.'hm._ dam
Stuarts, and after the Revoluti n of 1688, lﬁ: i
n Migh

cation, except that the Upper House was ""
rally right, and the Lower House | the
wrong. Its internal squabbles, and strifes, and |

careful study of the annals of convocation leaves 3‘

of England, and has seldom done any goc ‘
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such s body as this can ever meet and talk as if | OF
province of the |

ning “ W :
people of England!” I never read oﬂu do;'.a AN

representation of ¢ lay o

members of the Church of England. This is an |
immense and an intolerable icz and one which | ¢
t convocation

in 1570 is childish waste of time. You ht as | ou

»y-are oftep as well educated, as in- | w

vocation, is o::unrh to show that it is an instiru- | election

lqnesuon.;t:a“ﬁvhich admits of much being

said on bo g )

Some excellent churchmen, whose opinion is

generully most sound and wise, -d.uh:zrongly

that & reform of comvocation would more
it would on

harm than h:t:::xfy
existing evils, and remove - 80
E;:yuxthe u:hl% church and state exists even

in name, the House of Commons represents the
d Wales—that the
lay churchmen of s would

M . o, .‘H: ot conv o L
introduction of the laity tobureh sud stae,

afest plan is to 1t eonvocation
= :x fects, ¥e . it rope
let it annually hang itself before

it falls ntempt,
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between bishops ahd clergy would be ¢ ffectually
bridged over, and the relation between them
placed oo a more Scriptural footing than it is
now. This is the plan at York already. The
bishops would then bhave an opportunity of
| knowing what public opinion is, and of discuver-
ing that they are not infallible, by being rubbed
up agaiust the minds of the laity. he laity
{would have an opportunity of enlightening the
! eyes of the bishops, and of telling them what is
| really going on in the church and the world.
’Thls alone would be of immense advantage to
| all parties. Whether the three orders of bishops,
clergy, and laity should always vote together as
one body, or at ary time be geparated, is another
question, I can conceive it possible that on some
occasions, if one-third of the whole body de-
manded it, it might be desirable to vote by or-
ders. But thid ‘after all, is a matier of d. tail.
The man point’ [ contend for is that bishops,
Eresbytera, and laymen should all sit in one
ouse together. It would help to destroy and
Sweep away the superstitious line of entire sepgd-
ration between elergy and laity, which kas
hitherto been the rule. /
Such aré the suggestions which I venture to
throw out for the reform of convocation. Right

p | or wrong, wise or foolish, they are the result of

long and patient comsideration. Let men laugh
at them, if the{ please, as crude snd visionary
speculations, | only declare my solemn convic-

n that if convocation is to be
meeting, as it does now, some
have indicated ought to be
such reforms [ am certain that convocation will
never secure much confidence'or respect from the
bulk of English churchmen, Uonvocation as it
is, I unhesitatingly assert, is a mere mockery and
delusion, and had far better cease to exist. If
the Ieufin + orators in the Upper and Lower
House of convoeation had any idea
of the way in whi h most thinking people regaid
o g8 at presect, they would be rather

wed to go on

their
sn$ ;
' on'lgtnch a reformed cosvocation do ang
good? This is a knotty question, and one whic
wxllll‘ releeivo various anil;gers.l Rty ol

ving my own opinion, I shou sorry to
be misunderstood. I have no great oj inion of
the value of any synod or convocation, however
constituted. 1 mever foiget that, like general
twenty-£iMgt article says, they are
“ assem of men wheiecf all be not governed
with the Spirit and Word of God; and they may
err, and sometimes have erred, in things pertain-
ing to God.” ] have seen enough of the Scotch
Pres assemblies to learn that in any con-
vocation “talking” men are unduly exalted, and
nsible men are unduly depressed.
But notwithstanding all this}.l dare not say that
no convodation ougnt to be held at all. In fact,
there are 'grave reasons why I think that a pro-
‘perly-constituted convocation might do much

any one asks me to in detail what
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that ¢n no account would L{h\ v
women! I do not 1 il
Wo bave joys and sorrows enough at
without being ged into the excitems
8. ¥ A
(5) 1 suggest, in the last place, that in a
reformed covvocation, biskops, cm, and h%
should all sit in oné discoss
subjects face to face. The endless squabbles be-

tween the U and Lower Honse of Ca
would then g‘e’.;nt an end to for ever. The ;ni;‘
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‘ ..ni upon to form a “ Church Body,” and
pt herself to her new circumstences some
rm of convocation like that I have tried to
ietch out would become an absolute necessity.

e every colonial chw ch, and like our brethren
should be obliged to organize our-
we liked it or not. at the re-

' such an tion might be it is hard
y. God m we should ever come to

ch a » of things! But it is well to look
forward. Lﬁnﬁ.mw.
bethe: the disestab Church of England,
sh &

her the High Church body would be insa
mough to try to reverse the Gorham decision, or
‘wise enough to offer a moderate definition of
 wha MLM by baptismal regeneration—
- whether, in short, we should end with having two
| Episcopal Protestant churches in England or one,
?_'ff ise things are in the womb of the future.
| “Sufficient fur the day is the evil thereof.” In
the meantime, to prevent many present evils and
sure more present strength—to bring in the
-important help of the laity—and to be pre-
d for every ible emergency, I strong'y

e

| advocate a sweeping reform of convocation.

ially | In t paper, | hope to take up the ques-
on- | tion 3’ l:f:‘rmpi:lp;ur catl?eedral bodies? e
‘ y 3 R e i
:tlt]con::: . .l Tae WArMING oF Cuurcaes.—The
mon sense ‘lold Romans had a way of keeping build-
5:' ghg— ?i o o | ings warm, which has always seemed to us
late 1o, talk sach nonsense in \}:nlem worth trying for the heating of a

reh. They simply made a hollow floor,
and hollow flues at intervals up the wall,
with openings 1nto the room. A furnace
outside sent heated air all under the floor,
and up the wall flues. We cannot say that

would hold together or no?

this method solved the problem; but it
seems to be a pr?lising plan, at the very
least.— Architect.
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