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staunch advocate of lay delegation. He is a
strong manamong strong men, and would any-

where command attention ; his intellectual
expression, his clear strong voice, his vigor-
ous powers of thought and ready and elo-
quent utterance are elements of more than
ordinary power.

Mg. Dewarr is Irish by birth, of mingled
Scottish and English extraction by de-
scent, and Canadian by early adoption
and hearty sympathy. Though without the
early educational advantages now generally
accessible to our aspiring youth, he had,
during boyhood, read more books and read
them to better purpose, than very many with
far better scholastic opportunities. He was
converted in his fifteenth year in the Aspho-
del mission, then under the superintendence
of the late Rev. John Williams, To gratify
his ipsatiable thirst for knowledge, he with
characteristic energy, walked 120 miles in
order to become a student at the first session
of the newly opencd Normal School in this
eity. Insteal of lagging behind others he
was generally in advance of his classes. He
returned home and taught school for awhile,
and returned n second session, when he was

employed Dby  Professors Robertson and | _

Hind to assist in teaching classes in the
schools. He afterward took charge of a
school at Dunville, where he taught for two
years., In 1851 he was called of God and
the Churcly/ to the work of the Christian
ministry. He spent his two first years on
§t. Thomas circuit, and after his ordinatton
labored seven or eight years in the Montreal
District, where his health breke down
through over-work in protracted and camp-
meetings. In 1860 he was compelled to
give up his charge in Montreal, and retire
for the greater part of the year. Frown this
failure of health he has never been fully re-
stored. &

Myr. DewART is a born writer. He has a
natural love of letters and of literary com-
position both in prose and verse. Recog-
nizing the power of the press, he has
published several vigorous pamphlets, the
most prominent of which are, the Children
of the Church,”—1860—taking a somewhat
original view on that subject; “ Broken
Reeds,” a trenchant pamphlet on the
Plymouth Heresy, and “ Priestly Preten-
sions Disproved "—1873—in which High
Anglican theories are refuted. But perhaps
of more practical benefit than any of these
is, his “ Waymarks” for anxious inquirers,
than which we know no more excellent
eounsellor for those secking salvation. An
eloquent and discriminative article on F, W.

{on the “ Tendencies of the Times,” delivered
before a highly appreciative audience of min.-
isters aod laymen at the last Conference.  1f
life and health be spared, he has jn store, we
hope, many years of active service for God
and humanity.
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| Laevr.-Coroner HowN. Jawes FERRIER,
MONTREAL.

Here is a trophy of whom Methodism
has just canse to be proud that she won the
confidence and devotion to her interests of
this strongminded, energetic man of busi-
noss, despite his early Scottish predilections

in favor of Presbyterianism, in which
faith Le was brought up. The Rev. Mr.
Pope, (Henry we surmise) had the honor of
introducing him to the Weslsyan Church in
1825, on behalf of which Mr. Ferrier’s labors
and contributions have heen great from that

time to this—passing through the several
' stages and offices of Sunday school teacher
|and superintendent, leader, steward, trastee,
land Connexional Committee man, till he
?now stands in the highest Court of the
United Connexion.

“His age, secular office, and public services
|imny be gathered from the * Canadian Par-
linmentary Companion.” It runs as fol-
lows :—*“ Rorn in Scotland, 1800. Edu.
cated in Fifeshire, Came to Canada in
1821, and up to 1836 was actively engaged
in mercantile pursuits. Became a member
of the Corporation of the City of Montreal
in 1841, Mayor in 1847, and Lieut.-Colonel
of the Fire Battalion of Montreal Militia
same year. Projected the Montreal and
Lachine Kailway, of which he was President
for some years. Appointed a member of
the Board of the Royal Institution for the
Advancement of Learning, 1845. Has been
a director of the Canada Board of the Dank
of British North America since it was first
established. Was President of the Montreal
 Assurance Company for six years, of the St.
Andrew’s Society, Montreal, upon several
occasions, and a member of _the Counéil of
Victoria (pllege, Cobourg. Ts Chairman of
Canada Bpard of the Grand Trunk Rail way
Company including the Montreal and Cham-

Railway¥Companies. President of the City
Drill Association, Montreal ; and of Mon.
treal Auxiliary Bible Society ; Vice-President
of the Canada Sunday School Union, and of
the French Canadian Missionary Society;
Superintendent of the Wesleyan Clentral

Sunday School, St. James street, Montreal ;

plain, apd the Buffelo and Lake Huron|

but born in Ireland. She, too, was a Pala-
tine. Her aunt was the wife of the noted
Philip Embury. Mr. Neville's grandmother
was the daughter of the patriarchal Philip
Gier, the fiend and co-laborer of John
Wesley, of whom it was sung,—
“ Philip Gier, that holy man,
Drove Satan out of Balangran.”

Our subject was born in Karnestown,
February 3rd, 1814, so that he is now 60
years of age, but lithe and youthful looking.
We often thought that he bore a very con-
siderable likeness to the late much-loved
Rev. Franklin Metcalf. His direct connec-
tion(with the Church began about the time
of the first Union in 1832, so that he has a
pergonal knowledge of the most important
crides through which she has passed. His
first official position was that of class-leader,
but for the last twenty years the possibility
of his being restricted to the duties of a
local office has been superseded by his exten-
gsive labours abroad as lay preacher and
revivalist.  Billy Dawson called himself
“the cementing link between the travelling
and local preachers.” The same might be
said of Drother Neville, as to Canada.
Tndeed, it is & pretty mice ques.ion as to
which side of the house he ought to sit on
——’ay or clerical. If gifts and labors in
preaching and revival services, and great
success in winning souls, are allowed to
weigh, then it should be the clerical ; but if
his secular occupation as a farmer and bis
functions as a Justice of the Peace are con-
sidered, they preponderate towards the lay
side. He holds himself ‘‘an uncomprising
enemy of the ‘license system,” and of all
““rings’ and schemes of favouritism and
bribery, whether in church or state.” We
may trust him in the General Conference.

Rev. Hexry WILKINSON,
This gentleman is of mixed paternity and
somewhat ' varied history. His paternal

Protestants, “ Huguenots.”  His birth-place
was the State of Vermont, in 1815 ; his
spiritual birth-place was Upper Canada,
whither lLe had come in 1834, his con-
version taking place, withont human in-
strumentality, about a year from that time.
His first church relationship was with the
Wesleyan - Methodist  Church, to which he
was introfluced by immersion in the River
St. Lawrenco; by the Rev. C. R. Allison,
then in charge of the Elizabethtown Cireuit.
Remioving to Brockville his mind was di-
rected by the then pastor Mr. Carroll, to Bibli-

eal and theological syx‘ts. in connection

ancestors were Scotch ; his maternal French |

estimate, Gisnon

tEv. THoMAS (“nsrmm
is a respectable and well-known minister
from the Wesleyan side of the house, of
more than average ability and influence in
the connexion, sixty-on¢ years of age, but
very vigorous, who has been in the ministry
thirty-five years. Joinedthechurch in 1832
under the Rev. Samuel Rose. English by
birth, but Canadian by education and long
residence. He is an able preacher and
superior business man. s circuits have
been above the medium and his position of

trust have been various and responsible
such as Financial Secretary, Chairman, and
the like. He is'in personal matters yield-
ing and good natured, but in matters of
official trust, firm and unyielding. He is not
a forward speaker in Conference, but a plod-
ding worker on committees, to which he is
well adapted. At present he is the Chair-
man of the new Mount Forest District.
We suspect® he will lean more to the
monarchical side in the prospective doings
of the General Conference than the demc-
cratical,  But in all he does, he will be

honest.
.

Tuomas Cairxs, Esq.,
Delegate from Perth District, Postmaster of
Perth, County of Lanark, Ontario. Born
at Newtonbutler, County Fermanagh, Ire-
land, on 4th May, 1828. Removed with
parents at early age to Canada. Has lived
in Perth since 1852.  Established the Perth
Expositor newspaper in 1860, and edited
that paper for a few years. Retired from
connection with the press in 1866, on his
appointment to the position of Postmaster,
in which position he has since remained.
Became a member of the Wesleyan Church,
Perth, in 1856, under the ministry of the
tev. D. €. McDowell. Is class-leader,
recording steward, superintendent of Sab-

bath-school, and one of the main pillars |

in the cause on this strugghug cqcmt.

The New York Advocate oont,ins the
following paragraph from a city paper, which
will be read with sorrow by many in Canada
“The admirers of Rev. Thomas Guard, of
Baltimore, and they are legion, will regret
to learn that he has become permanently
blind by the bursting of a blood-vessgl con-
nected with the eye nerves. Ie is'ill at

present/ but, while he cannot expect a

restoration of sight, 1t is hoped that he will
s0 far recover as to be able to resume his
pulpit labors, He was expected in New
York within a short time had mot this afflic-
tion come upon him,

far below, only rising to the surface at cer-
tain seasons, and especially at night. These
habits are partly connected with reproduc-
tive functions, and partly with the search of
food, several species of these animals, small
as they are, feeding on others yet more
minute.— William C. Wyekef
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The Primitive Methodist Conference on
the Tobacco Question.

The following we clip from the Primitive
Methodust :

“Sir,—It must be gratifying to all who
have at heart the welfare of the young to
know the question of tobacco-smoking was
discussed by the Primitive Methodist Con-
ference. Next to the liquor traffic, the
question has strong claims upon the Chris-
tian Church, in view of its moral evils, to
say nothing of the serious physical evils
which result from its use. It is a most
painful feature of modern civilization that
50 many youths are falling victins to the
pernicious vice of smoking, and it therefore
behooves Christians to throw ‘every possible
influence into the scale against it. Surely
Christian ministers, above all others, should
give no countenance to smoking or drinking,
but should always be on the sideof self-denial
rather than selt-indulgence. As a body, the
Primitive Methodists take the first rank in
| the temperance army, but one or two of their
| ministers, during the discussion, pleaded
hard for the pipe, although the feeling of
the conference was decidedly against it.
This is as it should be., Apart from the
moral aspect of the question, smoking is

large factor of discase. In ghg. of stu-
dents and minis‘ci<, whose | tions re-

quire thought and who have little out-door
exercise, the evils are very grave.

“The editor of the Christian Messenger,
a Primitive Methodist organ, says, ‘We
believe a large proportion of cases of
paralysis is brought on by smoking. We
are personally acquainted with several trav-
elling preachers who have had to abandon
the ure of tobacco, in which they had
indulged for many years, because of the
imminent danger in which they were placed
thereby. Some of our most intimate and
valued friends still indulge in the use of
| tobacco, and the anticipation of seeing them

e

' reduced to the condition of helpless paraly-
'ties produces in us painful impressions.’
And according to T. DeWitt Talmage,
‘Smoking sends nany ministers to heaven
before their time is up. I should like to go
up in a cloud,” he adds, * but not in one of
that kind. The clergyman logks pale, and
| his people think it is because he is becom-
ing ethereal and sanctified, but I have bben
behind the scenes, and I now let the out-
siders know that it is not religion that gives
that pallor and unearthly appearance, but
tobacco smoke.” But it must not be supposed
that ministers are the only persons who suffer
fromm tobacco smoking. All smokers are
wore or less injured, according to the strength
of their constitution. I cannot, however,
pursue this question further than to suggess




