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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The remarkable wave of temperance
which s at present spreading all over
Great Britain, ix said to be due in the
first place 10 economic conditions, and
secondly, to the great change n pablic
taste, The consumption of wine whizh
wis 16,001,000 gallons in 1809, fell to
11,000,000 gallons in 1004, In the same
period the consumption of spirits de-
clined from 44,413,000 to 40,806,000
gallons,

—

The Presbyterinn Witness of Sept. 2nd
contains obituary notices of John Henry
MacKeen, of Guyshoro county, and Eliz-
abeth Metealfe Kennedy of Pictou Coun-
ty, both at the advanced age of 91 years.
Then come obituary notices of three
aged people who died —two at 75 years
and one at 81 years, This is wondarful
longevity.

The Lutheran Church throughout tie
world in four years from 1900 to 1904
has had an inerease of 1,144 pastors,
6,848 churches, 4,887,736 baptized mcw-
bers, 0,501 parochial schools, and 1,368
denconesses, The inerease in North Am-
eriea during the period has been 554
pastors, 722 churches, 1,102,300 wnem-
bers, 1,208 parochinl schools. The total
for the Lutheran Church Churches, 70,-
ID8, 727 members, 102,850 parochial
schools, and 14,314 denconesses,

The Michigan Presbyterian tells us
that there Is n mission in Detroit that for
thirty years has been doing a good work
down near the river in one of the poor-
er distriets and in a settlement abound-
mg with Roman Catholies.  There are
representatives of the Presbyterian, Bap-
tst and Methodist churches at work
here and all work together in perfect
harmony, Why can we not have such
work done in ‘perfect harmony” every-
where by Christian demoninations?

The London letter of the “Church
Standard” tells of an interesting exhib-
ition of antiquities unearthed by Pro-
fessor Petrie and others at Sinai, held
at the University College, Iondon.
Among the relics are those of Senefra,
the first Egyptian ruler who built a
pyramid, along with photographs and
copies of a huge tablet of Sinai, on
which Is what is believed to be the
earliest existing inscription.  There is,
however, one of the time of King Sem-
erkhet, six centurles earlier, also found
hy Professor Petre, These curious dis-
coveries show that the Bgyptians had
renched unsuspected heights of culture.
evidenced by the most beautiful carv-
ings, seals, and stamps.

A Nova Scotia paper states says that
Baron Komura, the Japanese peace en-
voy who has had so much to do in bring-
ing about peace between Japan and Rus-
sla, and what will be known in histo~y
as “The Treaty of Portsmouth,” was a
student in the Harvard Law School in
18751876,  Other members of the
class, and fellow students with Baron
Komura, were 8, D, MtLellan, Judge
of Probate, Truro, A. A. McLean, M.P,,
Charlottetown: W, L. Barss, of King
and Barass, Talifax; Sir Hibbert Tup-
per, K.OM.G., Vancouver; J. J. Ritebie,
Halifax: A. J. Binclair, Halifax, and the
Iate Willlam Ourry, Windsor. Mr. Me-
Lellan has a photograph of the Harvard
Law Olass of that year, and Tutaro
Komura, of Japan, is one of the 200
whose faces are shown.

With the spectacle of Russia’s steady
defeats, so largely attributed to iutem-
perance among her military and naval
officers, it is a poor time to be advocat-
ing the restoration of the canteen at our
military posts, says the Free DBapust
Morning Star.

A Norwegian correspondent of oune of
the London Church papers describes an
important religions movement which is
now in progress at Christiania, in Nor-
way. A young preacher nameda Lundle
is filling the large Church Mission-
House, which holds thousands of list-
eners,

The London Presbyterian receutly au-
nounced that Dr. Gregory, the well-
known British Wesleyan leader, who
has been out of health for some timo,
was to sail a few days for Canada. As
head of the Children’s Home, Dr. Gre-
gory is ngturally much interested in the
cmigration question,

The superstition which has sometimes
regarded “Beer! glorious beer!” as a com-
paratively innocent beverage has lately
received several very emphatic contradic-
tions. Dr. John Madden, one of the
leading phhysicians §n Milwaukee, has
drawn attention to the already patent
fact that a beer drinker takes almost
as much alcohol into his system as the
man who indulges in spirits in con-
scquence of the much larger quantity
of the liquor imbibed. He also charges
beer with producing fatty degenern-
tiou and many heart disorders. Most
important of all, he says that beer-drink-
ing is the primary school of the drunkard,
Many boys are edueated in this way
to a taste for intoxicants, or have
roused within them some sleeping here-
ditary appetite, He calculates that
fully ninety per cent. of all drunkards
are beer-drinking graduates, Dr. Mad-
den’s views as to the danger of beer-
dringing are endorsed by Dr. Albert
Day, superintendent of the Washington
Tlome for Tnebriates in Boston, and B¢
J. Folt Schooling in a recent article in
the Fortnightly Review.

Great good is resulting from the clos-
ing of the saloons in St. Louis on Sun-
day. On the fourth Sunday after the
enforcement of the law began five of the
twelve police districts did not bave an
arrest, and in general the result was a
decrease of fifty per cent. in arrests for
drunkenness and assaults to kill. The St.
T.ouis Christian Advocate says: “An odd
but very natural result of the Sundav
closing law in this city is the complaiut
from the surgeons of the city hospital
and dispensaries that since the enforce
ment of the statute, their practice has
diminished to such an extent they Lave
haidly anything to do.” The superin-
tendent of the City Hospital states that
the number of patients treated for aleo-
holism has diminished by one half, that
the city drunkards now distribute thelr
drinking over the entire week instend
of concentrating it on SBaturday night and
Sunday. A working man in a short con-
tribution to one of the newspapers, says
that he is a regular drinker, but though
he misses the saloon on Sunday and
Sunday night, he is glad of the Sunday
closing, for he always has some money
in his pocket on Monday morning. What
a magnificent reduction there would be
in drunkenness and crime, and what a
saving of money, if the saloons ecrild
be closed on week-days as well as on
Sundays. The results achieved in St.
Lounis should encourage and inspire
Christian and temperance m¢ 1 in Can-
adian cities. x

“The starting of the trust iniguity,”
says an exchange, “was the commercial
crime of modern times, and any educa-
tion which tries to bleach the blackuess
out of that fact is not good education,
however much light it may throw on the
doings of Rameses or Sargon or Seuna-
cherib."”

Governor Folk, of Missouri, who is
with all his might enforcing the laws
against illegal liquor-selling in 8t. Louis
and particularly on Sundays, talked in
the following vigorous fashion ' a
newspaper reporter who asked him whnt
it all meant: “This law is going to be
enforced as long as it is the law ani
I have the power to carry it out. It is
not a spasm of morbid morality, but the
idea that laws are put upon the statute
hook to be observed, not to be ignored.
Many of the dramshop keepers of St
Louis county have defied the author-
ities of the state, The authorities can-
not handle the situation, The dram-
shops will be taught they are not above
the law if it takes the military power
of the state to do it. They say this law
is a ‘blue law.! Any law sccms blue
to the individual who has a seltish motive
in breaking it. If they continue to vio-
late it they will find this law will as-
sume a livelier hue. It is the great state
of Missouri; that is enough. Further-
more, it is a law in the interest of good
government, to prevent the enormous
amount of crimes that come of the Sun-
day saloon. They say the law is a ‘dend
law." Let them ignore it and they will
receive a shock that will teach them it's
very much alive, If it has been hon-
ored more in the breach than in the ob-
servance, great is the pity, but that was
true of the bribery statute. That, too,
was denounced as a ‘blue law’ and as
a ‘dead law,” but experience shows it
to be neither. My duty is to enforce the
law, and T intend to do it the best I
can throughout the state. The dram-
shops must either respect the laws of
this state or they will have to show that
they are stronger than the state.” A dis-
play of like vim by civic and municipal
authorities in this country would result
in much good.

The Church of Rome will not grant
divorees, but she has no difficulty in an-
nulling a marriage when it is to her in-
terest to do so. The college of the Pro-
paganda gave as its official judgment
that an Italian Princess’ first marringe
to an American had been null and void
because the divorced husband had unever
been baptized, and so had no religion.
The Pope did reverse the finding in that
special case, The reversal, however, was
not a reversal of the principle announced
as to what was necessary to constitute
a true marriage, but distinetly announced
that in this i a proper disp
tion had been granted by the church.
The prindiple was wocepted. Now a
former Episcopal clergyman and his wife
entered the Roman church, and as he
feels it his duty to enter the priest-
hood, that same complacent church is
to dissolve the m- criage, so as to make
possible his takin of orders, The wife
will enter a nuunery. They were not
married by a priest, there was no sue-
rament involved, and Rome is free to
do as she will. In the one case ahsence
of religion annuals the marriage, nnless
the church grants its permission. 1In
the other case the presence of reli:ion
works the same end. with the church’s
gracions assent. And still Rome “ad-
mits of no divorce!”




