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;iii<l (laiii,'hti'r, then in stmitencil circiimstancos, left utiro-

(li'oiiiod his promise to do so. The brief menioir by Sir

Walter Scott, which is pri'fixed to many popuhir editions

of Tristi'diit Shdinlif and the Sei>fl)nen((fl Jnuruci/, scif>. out

the so-oalled aiitobiou;raphy in fc'l, but for the rest is main-
ly critical ; Thackeray's well-known lecture-essay is almost
wholly so; and nothing, worthy to bo digniOed by the

name of a Life of Sterne, seems ever to have been ]»nb-

Jished, until the appearance of Mr. Percy Fitzgerald's two
stout volumes, under this title, some eighteen years ago.

Of this work it is liardly too much to say that it contains

(no doubt with the a(bni.\ture of a good deal of supertlu-

ons matter) nearly all the information as to thu facts of

Sterne's life that is now ever likely to l)e recovered. The
evidence for certain of its statements of fact is not as thor-

oughly sifted as it might liave been ; and with some of its

criticism T, at least, am unable to agree. But no one inter-

ested in tlie subject of this memoir can be insensible of his

obligations to Mr. Fitzgerald for the fruitful diligence with

whicli he has laboured in a too long neglected field.
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