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D E F E N C E, &c, ^

Gentlemen of the ' Jury^

Ir
js a mortifying circumftancc for men of fair and rc-

rpedtable charaftcrs to be made a public fpedlacle of,
as the defendants are this day j their iituation is a pain-
ful one, and they feel it To in a very higli degree. At

this bar they are comptllcd to appear; if there be any al-
leviation to their pain, it is totally independent of tlic pjo-
fecutori It arifes from a confcioufnefs, tWt they have not
fought It, but are under compulsion ; it arifes from expe-
rience and knowledge that the worthielt and wifeft men, the be^ -f
cliarafters have in like manner been dragged forth upon very
fnvolous pretences by malicious and rancorous profecutors
If their diitrefs is in any degree diminiHud, it is from a
knowledge that the Court, in which they appear, is not

1^ iJLiS!
"* 9°""* w^^^^^i to fay the beft'of it, is fcarcc-

V _^iii|$^on§itutedi the ix)wers of which are HI defined
IJinderftood, and though limited, have been fcan-
*^rt«d and abufed. This Court has no refcmblai^ce

"^^«t, into which the Prefidcnt is fo far from.
o£ knowledge, or one principle ofjuftice,
<^e4>liining the Laws (laid down for

^"^'^'^f himfelfj who is to adminifter^it,""' who ought to be inftru<5led
**«: So far are the mcg^i-
^ "" 'ging and deciding;.
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