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more, than uiuoni^ the \'iririnians and their associates.

The latter \\cre generally bred in hal/its of superiority,

rmd aceustomeil to dell renee iVoni early years, o\\ ing

'
, die |:!;reat prevalence of slavery in those times. Tlic

former were commonly accustomed to stand on the

r^ound of indi\ idiuil character, and had few adventi-

tious circumstances to enhance their personal merits.

Far iVom being the mere appendage to his estate, the

New-Englander was generally, under Providence, the

creator of whatever fortune he enjoyed. Multiplying

rapidly, f:om the fecundity conseqi>ent onUieir climate

and habits, the people of New- England saw their pro-

perty liable to frec[uent and indefmite subdivisions ;

while the single heir of the rich southern |)lanter often

surve\ed from die same " maison scigneuriale" the

hereditary and • ndiminished fields of his family for

several generations.

Hence die planters were, in fact, a kind <jf lords ;

and so too were die merchants, another b.ody of " hon-

ourable men;" and between die two Uierc obtained

not only a donustick ri\ah-y,but a ci\il competition.

T think that, v.hcn S\\ itzeiland thi ew off the yoke ol

Austria, she enacted sumptuary L.v\s for 'ier citizens.

Whether she did <>r not ii()Wi\er, I can coiiceiw of no

better mediod, if jiracticabie, to restrain nithin biuinds

one species of shou and paiiule, to n hieh die emulation,

I have named, nanirally tends. Our Americans were

ri'relv desiroesof ri\ ailing the antieit Ht|>ubiicans of

Home in their pmerty. Tluy emulated rather their

power and jiersonal inlUience. Ami i^ K. m^ans of ob

UiininL' tlwm, tJKhC nere such, as happened to Ik- in


