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THE HISTORY OF THE FORTY-NINTH PARALLEL SURVEY 
WEST OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS

By OTTO KLOTZ

Thu object of this paper is to tell the one may almost say romantic 
story «if the survey in 1*57-61 of the hoiimlary hetwe<‘ii the Initcd States 
ami ('amnia along the forty-ninth parallel west of the summit of the Rockx 
Mountains and to relate how the final report, wliieli had been lost until 
that time, was fourni in duly. iSitS.

In on 1er to give adeipiate meaning to that diseovery. it is necessary to 
review hrietty the history of the lioundary line I lx the treaty of .Inné 1Ô. 
1*46. signed by -lames lliielianan and Richard I'akenham. between the 
United States and (ireat Britain. Artiele I. deseribing the boundary line, 
reads' :

From tlie point on the forty ninth parallel of north Intitinle whore the l*»undarx 
I: iit down in existing treiities and eonx entions foi ween the Pnited State* and tirent 
liritaili terminates, the line of limindnrv lietweeti the territories of the I'nited States 
and those of Her Hritilliliie Majesty shall be euntinned westward along the said forty 
ninth |iarallel of north latitude to the middle of the < hannel wliii li separate* the eonti 
lient I rmn Vancouver's Island, and theme southerly thrnngh the middle of said ehnnnel 
and Kill'll** Straits, to the Paeilie tleemi: / zi-n-/i#/, An in ri r. That the navigation of tie 
whole of said eliamiel and straits south of the forty ninth parull«*l of north latitude 
remain free and open to both parties.

Ill the official correspondence of the time the section of the boundary 
between the summit of the Hoeky Mountains ami the Strait of (leorgia is 
spoken of as the “land houndary'' to distinguish it from its western con­
tinuation through the strait separating Vancouver Island from the main­
land. which was designated the “xvater boundary." Throughout this article 
the land boundary, along the forty ninth parallel, is alone eonsidered.

It was not until ten years later, on August 11. 1*56. that Congress 
authorized the appointment of a commission which, with a similar commis­
sion to be appointed by (Ireat Britain, was to carry out the provisions of 
the above Article I. Archibald Campbell xvas appointed the United States 
commissioner and Col. d. S. Ilaxvkins the British commissioner, and Major 
J. (i. Parke and Capt. R. W. Haig were appointed the respective astrono­
mers. Field operations were begun in 1857 and concluded in 1861. It 
is interesting to note the arrangement made August Id. 1858. by the joint 
commission2 :

After disvuMing plan* fur determining :im| marking the line a* far eastward [from 
the Strait of Georgia | as the ('amide Mountain*, it was eonrluded to lie inexpedient

1 Treaties amt Conventions Coneluded In-tween the I'nited States and other Power*, state |ie|>t. 
Washington. p. CW: also I . s. linil. /;„//. i<mi-i. p. It*.

X Foreign (Mllee Correspondence, I‘art III. p. lti. ofliee of the Chief Astronomer, lient.of the Interior. 
Ottaw a. lMfti 1 *ee also footnote 6).
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