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From this it wmtld appear that the

Red Fife has been in culiivation for

moro than half a century, and it doc>(

not show any tendency lo deteriora-

tion. It jjivcs as larjje a crop and is

as hi){h in quality as it ever was. It

was taken froin Ontario to Mani> oa
and the Northwest Territories, w ere
it is believed to have improved in qual-
ity, and as (rrown there stands probab-
ly higher in the estimation of fillers

for the making of flour than any other
known variety.

While the Red F'ife has so many
points of excellence, it is open to one
objection, wliich sometimes proves a
very serious drawback to its cultiva-

tion. It is rather late in ripening, and
during the past fifteen years there have
b'-en several seasons when early frost:

in the Northwest have injured the
grain so as to reduce its value very
materially. Whenever this has occur-
red an outcry has been made by the
farmers who have suffered, fo an
earlier ripening wheat.

In the endeavour to meet i' s de-
mand varieties of wheat have been
brought to Canada from many differ-

ent countries, and grown for many
years at all the Experimental Farms
alongside of the Red Fife and other
well-known sorts, and their periods of
ripening and weight of crop carefully

recorded. Some wheats have been
brought from the colder districts in

Northern Russia, verging on the Arc-
tic circle, some from other countries in

the northern parts of Kurope, others
Iroin different altitudes in the Himalaya
Mountains in I ndia, from 500 to as high
as 1 1,000 feet, which is about the limit

for wheat growing in that range. Other
wheats have been ohl. lined in I lie North-
ern United States, from Australia,

Japan and elsewhere.

Kotll the Russian and Indian wh 'Is

have usually ripened earlier than the

Red Fife, but some have been inferior

in ijuaiity, and others have given such
small crops that the growing of most
of them ha* been abandoned. Those
we have had from .Australia, also (hose
from the Northwestern States, have
been as late as, and many of them later

than, the Red Fife, and show no ad-
vant.igts over that variety. Kvery
promising sort obtainable hasbeen test-

ed under the different climatic con-
ditions existing in Canada, without
finding a single earlier ripening sort in

cultivation elsewhere having the high
quality of the Red Fife.

THE BKEEniNi. OF NEW WHEATS.

Another method by which we have
.sought to obtain the desired end has
been by the cross-breeding of wheats,
with the object of combining tne good
qualities of two or more varieties. It

was on July 19, 18H8, when the first

experiments were begun in the cross-

breeding of wheat on the Expe'imental
Farm, and since that time vcral hur-

dred new sorts have been p vluced anu
tested. In originating many of these
new productions the Red F'ife hasbeen
chosen as one of the parents. One ol

the earlier importations from Northern
Russia was the Ladoga, a wheat which
after a thorough lest proved on an
average to be about a week earlier in

ripening than the Red Fife; it was also

fairly productive, but in quality did not
compare favourably with that variety.

A considerable number of crosses were
produced between these two sorts, the

most promising of which were multi-

plied until plots of considerable size

could be grown. These were subject

to rigid inspection from year to year,

the less desirable sorts being promptly
discarded so as to keep the number ol

varieties under trial within reasonable
bounds.
Among the most promising of the

luiinerous progeny from this cross are
the v.irieties known as Preston and
Stanley. The I'reslon is a bearded
sort. The Stanley is bea-dless. Tak-
ing the average yield obtained on the


