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It was about a month after the day which closed asn the last chapter. Elizabeth-Jane had grown accustomed to the novelty of her situation, and the o2difference between Donald's movements now and fn/mer y was. that he hastened indoors rather more quicklyafter busmess hours than he had been in theS ofdoing for some time. ^" °^

^ewson liad stayed in Casterbridg.^ three davs afto.-the weddmg party (whose gaiety as m,vif Ko u
surmised, was ofU ^.aking^a1hVL7o^h'e^\rt'3
couples), and was stared at anc' honoured as be amethe returned Crusoe of the houu But whether orn^?because Casterbridge was difficult to excise bv dm1.returns a^d disappearances, through h'lg' been for

from^X
""

M "" •^°""' •" "'^''^ sensatLal e.^s

werT h.U ^^'
""^'P°^^^" absences, and such Cwere half-yearly occurrences, the inhabitants did not'

S^eTurTh " ''"' .'^"^"^"'*y °" ^'^ --- On
dtJZ\TrL" "" ^'"^^^"^ disconsolate!;

sea'frorsome^Lr %TX'r'%f ' '''""^'^ "^
^^'

water proved to ^:Z^'TnJ^Tl!^^^
that he preferred Budmouth as a Dlace of rS
t"owf'SheTr '''''''' 1 His daSL LroTh:;town. Thuher he went, and settled in lodgings in a
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