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hjnce there wiU be no need of a Canadum navy, except for

^I^n^J'^T^ '^J'? "^ '^'^ *»•• trmiitioM if the C«.^-dian people. Even if Canada could stand the tremendoua coat

. n^** Iff^
an effectave navy, there would be no real safety ina Bntish-Canadian fleet under a British naval policy so long

l^^f^^ " ^'^^U •" '«'* 't "• ^y "»• «nnan.e^
syndicate* who are so well reprewnted in Parliament and in
tfte affairs of the Admiralty and who take their huge profitN
with Imperial impartiality out oi friend or foe-Briton or
lurk, republic or empire, Canadian or South American, civilized
or semi-savage. While this usurpation of representative gov-ernment continues in Great Britain there is nothing but dangerm aiiy naval adventure of Canada, for given a pn.raier of thetemper and disposition of Lord Palmerston, and any man with
a match may cause an explosion that will incarnadine the seas.On the clay when the Uritish ({overninent takes the control
of warship construction out of the ban's of private firms and
makei. it a Government monopoly it wili be in order to consider
a Canadian navy on the same plan.

We have heard the argument that Canadians are bound to
this dangerous naval departure because Great Britain has spent
huge sums in the past in planting and defending the colonic*
all the worid over Is this argument not carried a little too
farT No one will deny the bravery, the enterprise and the
public spirit of thousands who have led in planting colonies
and carrying good British institutions over the world, but in
the main w it not the cold fact that British trade at home was
promoted by British trade abroad through these developments
—in short, that British colonies were formed, maintained and
protected because it brought material advantages to the coun-
try that planted them. If the people of one generation are
bound to consider themselves under a mortgage to another
people because of what was done by a past generation that
obli^tion must go beyond mere national boundaries. The pres-
ent British people themselves are admittedly under a debt to
the Romans for the basis of their law as well as their good
roads, but does this put the modern Briton under obligation
U) contribute to the octroi of Italy, or even to the Italian navv"
,,.*'*'* people are indebted to Greece not only for much

of their culture but ^^r an invaluable element in the strength
and grace of the Ei. sh language itself, but this debt, which
18 a real and living one still, did not influence the British arma-
ment companies or the British Oovcrnment very powerfully
seeing that they have just sent a commission to reorganize the
lurkish navy m order that it mijrht deal more effectively with
the navy of Greece. For its laws, its institutions and its lan-^age and literature the United States owes just as much to
Great Britain as Canada does and porhops at bottom there is

15


