TELEGRAM . € 284899

- From THE S&R!T.;ARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS
3 To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

' LON,
2.

frem Narvik, By so doing, it seems to us that Germany is piling |
J up a fresh case against herself which is quite distinet frem the
ease we had previously mede out to show that she violated
: l%wun;ial territorial waters, . _

These viglations by Germeny of Internatiomal Law on
the High Seas might well be held to justify us in mainteining that
we too should be liberated from the strist pesitien ofilaw in
those cases where our vital interests are cencerned, se long as
our action does not endanger the interests of any neutral State
or its oitizens, _

The attitude of She smaller meutrals is, we know,
to hold us to the strict applisation of Internstional Law as
in Germany's ma-ugu as practised against themselves. This
may be intelligible, in view of the terror which Germany's threats
inspire in most of them. But the smaller neutral States themselves
should realize, as indesd they probably do theugh fear prevents
them from acting upen it, that tnir seourity depends upen our
vietory, snd that, sheuld we g0 under, Germsny will show mo Tespeet
for the preperty or rights of weak neutrals..

We have neyer contemplated teking any setion in
Norwsgian waters whieh would cest a singls Norweglen life. At the
same time many Seandinavian saileors have been killed by German
ut_m in flagrant vielation of Internatiomal Law, Yet we are
prohibited frem even a technical infringement of that Law and thus

p—

compelled to allow quantities of iron ore te reach Germeny which
provides her with the raw material necessary to sreate more

armaments to be used against ourselves and neutrals alike.
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