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APPENDIX I
THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN CANADA

Transportation in Relation to Physical Features and Population

transportation in Canada—whether 'by water, road, rail or air is, and 
always has been, dominated by the physical geography of the country. The 
position of mountains, lakes and rivers ; the distribution of mineral wealth; the 
location of good agricultural land; and the varying nature of the climate have 
dictated both the placing of settlements, and the lines of communication. With 
an area of 3,684,723 square miles Canada is a very large country ; thirty times 
as large, for example, as the British Isles. While a large portion of this area 
has at present no need for established transportation services, the mam lines of 
communication are required in the most heavily populated districts, which stretch 
in a broken and comparatively narrow fringe along the four thousand miles of

the southern boundary.Of necessity, then, the principal transportation routes are of relatively great 
length. In addition, they pass at intervals through country which by its char­
acter creates natural obstructions. In relation to roads such obstructions take 
the form of mountainous areas or water barriers; and, in relation to water routes, 
falls and rapids or complete breaks in the chain. The most significant obstacles, 
however, are those in the path of the transcontinental railways. The maritime 
provinces of the Atlantic Seaboard are separated from direct access to the central 
industrial areas of Quebec and Ontario both by the northern part of the State 
of Maine and by the sparsely settled upland forest that runs towards the St.
Lawrence. $Near where the vast waterway formed by the St. Lawrence and the Great
Lakes makes its contact with the edge of the western plain, two thousand miles 
inland from the Atlantic, occurs the stfeond major obstruction to communication 
overland. Reaching north from lake Superior to Hudson’s bay, a stretch of 
country broken by rock and lakes, nearly eight hundred miles in width, divides 
Eastern Canada from the prairie. That this sparsely inhabited region forms 
part of the great pre-Cambrian shield, which is now beginning to provide an 
important source of mineral wealth, makes it none the less a continuing hindrance 
to the economical operation of transportation overland.

These largely undeveloped and sparsely settled lands north of lake Superior 
form, in fact, not only the central, but the chief obstruction to the east and 
west channel of communication upon which depends the political no less than 
the economic vitality of Canadian Confederation. For while the third great 
barrier, the mountain range, or rather the four ranges, five hundred miles in
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