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NATURAL HISTORY NOTES

Dnring the recent excavations at Chatham House grounds iiumi-

bers of large feathers and bones -were discovered. Careful study

of these relies has proved that this portion of Ramsgate wvas at one

period a Roman'Ostrich Farm.-From Grey's Poiltry Rcriew.

The Haxvkens, a specimen of wvliclî is in captivitl at Chatham

House is a sirall species of the splash hawk, and is knowvn by its

sandy feathers. It is usually found near runniflg water, and while

it generally lives hy what it can catch, often preys on mag-pis.-

From Southern's Brooks anîd Bit-is.

The savage was generally believed to be a very courageous and

even darigerous being. We now know. however, that he is practi-

eallv hartless. His sole object in life is to f111 bis stomnach with

solid foods and drink, then lie down and sleep off the effets.-

Froin Prof.. Grahamns Prehisloric Va n.

The Cate-m-ole is a curious and perfectly harinless littie animal

which lives on the banks of the Yarrow. Lt is valued mnainly for

its skiîî, which, however, is very thîn. It is generally liunted witli

a spear, but is very skilful in evading attacks. and wiIl sometimies

even reply with a bite.-From Prof. Doak's Litile Rodlents.

The reed (erroneouly speit reid), is a long wiry growvth which

tapers upwards to a geometrical point. Lt is at best a inere wveed.

As a rule it is long and siender, but an isolateci specimen lbas been

known to assume tremendous proportions. This, however, is a pure

freak of nature,-Fronm Kenny's Fungi and Ollier Growths,

The Blue-bird is very prevalent in this country just nowv, andl is

particularly popular ainong the ladies. It is easily distinguished

b)y its rich Nlue,,coat, with white bands round the feet. Some,

people caîl it 9"robin," on account of its highly coloured chest,

which makes it easy to tell its back from its front.-Fromi Clark'%

Ramsgaic Ram blings.

The Laice-Jack is a specie of jack-ass, though somnewhlat of a

mule by naàture; his bray is very siînilar, but tiot so refhned. There

are several varieties of the L.-J., some-in rare cases-being alm-ost

humnan. Unlike the chiekzen, this curious animal wvears bis wvish-

boue on bis right fore foot, just above the sccond joint. It feeds

miostly on hirdseed.-Prof. Taylor's B'aifIîjl Bcasts.

We bave heard many de.scribiiig the feathered inhabitants of the

trees around Chatham H ouse as crowvs, But the birds that sound

reveilie much earlier than Casey are not crows, but rooks. And we

must nÎoý confound the rook with the crow ; for while' to rooks are

generaly àttributed peculiar virtues, the crow is usually recognised

as a bird .caro and a feiithered scavenger.-From Erith and

Býalfour's"Ôi Oz&Featitered Folk.


